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year anniversary
Wendling Quarries, Inc.

• Tour the Springville quarry on SAT., AUG. 11
• See the TUNNEL under Highway 151



Congratulations Wendling Quarries, Inc.
on 60 years in business. It’s been an honor and 
privilege working with you. We look forward to 

partnering with you for many years to come.

� Screen Media 
� Industrial Water Pumps
� Crushing Equipment
� Portable Plants

� Conveyors & Bins
�Washing & Classifying
� Rock Drills
� Rigging Equipment

www.centralsands.com1-800-247-2400
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Building new opportunities
There’s much talk about infrastructure across the state 
and around the country. 

Wendling Quarries is a low-profile, family-owned 
company that plays an instrumental role in helping build 
and maintain the infrastructure all around us. 

“The foundation of the house that you live in has got 
aggregates in it. It’s got rock and sand in it,” says Pat 
“Oats” Trenkamp, a longtime crushing superintendent 
with Wendling Quarries. “The driveway that goes to 
your house has rock and sand in it. Everybody does 
business with us, one way or another. If you don’t buy it 
directly from us, your taxes are buying it from us. Your 
gas tax is paying for you to drive on the road you’ll take 
home tonight. That material comes from us.”

The company started with a single quarry in the 
Muscatine area and was officially incorporated 60 years 
ago, in 1958. 

Today, Wendling Quarries is the largest wholly 
owned subsidiary of Manatt’s Inc., a family-owned 
and operated heavy construction company based in 
Brooklyn, Iowa. 

Wendling Quarries employs more than 200 people and 
operates 76 quarries and sandpits throughout Eastern 
Iowa and northwestern Illinois. The company produces 
crushed stone, sand, gravel and asphalt mix, ready-
mix concrete, and processes recycled concrete and 
asphalt.

“Infrastructure is the foundation of progress,” says Tony 
Manatt, president of Wendling Quarries. 

Trenkamp is optimistic about the industry in the coming 
years.

“I think our future is looking very strong right now 
because America is building strongly.”

Wendling Quarries is 
celebrating its 60th 
anniversary since 
incorporating in 1958. 

To celebrate, the company 
is holding an open house 
celebration at its Springville 
quarry on Saturday, Aug. 11. 
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Expect the Best!

Congratulations to
Wendling Quarries on 
their 60th Anniversary!Congratulations 

Wendling Quarries Inc. 
on 60 YEARS in business!

ASPHALT PAVING ASSOCIATION OF IOWA
116 Clark Avenue, Ste. C, Ames  •  515.233.0015  •  apai.net
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Wendling Quarries started small 
When it was first incorporated 60 years 
ago, Wendling Quarries was a small op-
eration. Today, the company has grown 
exponentially to include a large number 
of quarries and sandpits around Eastern 
Iowa. 

The company got its start when Otto 
Wendling sold his small operation to 
Wayne Carpenter, who then incorporated 
the business in 1958. “That’s when we 
mark the official beginning of the com-
pany,” says Tony Manatt, president of 
Wendling Quarries. No members of the 
Wendling family are still involved in the 
business, but Wendling Quarries is proud 
to be family-owned as part of Manatt’s 
Inc.  

Wendling Quarries was bought in 1987 
by Manatt’s, a construction company 
based in Brooklyn, Iowa. “Wendling 
Quarries is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Manatt’s Inc.,” he says, which includes 
a dozen companies in all and Wendling 
Quarries is the largest of the wholly 
owned subsidiaries. 

The late 1980s and 1990s were a time of 
tremendous growth for Wendling Quar-
ries. “In 1987, we had 50 employees,” 
Manatt says. “At that time, we operated in 
three counties, with 13 to 14 quarries and 
about four sandpits. With the acquisi-
tion of Aggrecon, we added another 25 
quarries and five more sandpits.” In 1995, 
the company acquired B.L. Anderson, 
a quarry company that had been based 
near Cedar Rapids. “We were able to 
expand our footprint even more. We’ve 
been blessed with the acquisitions we’ve 

had and the companies who have cho-
sen to join us. We quickly doubled in size 
and then doubled in size again. There is 
a tremendous amount of company pride 
in the existing companies that we have 

been blessed to have join our company.” 

Today, more than 200 employees are 
part of the Wendling Quarries team and 
the operation includes 76 quarries and 

sandpits. “We now operate in 15 coun-
ties, from Montour to Mount Carroll, from 
Monticello to Muscatine,” Manatt says.

Over the last 60 years, Wendling Quarries has grown to now employ more than 200 people. Around 40 employees work out of the main 
office in DeWitt (pictured above). A new addition to the main office was recently completed with a 45-ton granite boulder as a center-
piece in the lobby. 

Congratulations
on crushing it for 60 Years!
Proud to be your partner...

 Rock On!
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When you meet Tony Manatt, the president of 
Wendling Quarries, it’s easy to see that he lives 
and breathes the construction business and has 
for his whole life. 

“My toolbox was in my wagon at age 7,” he jokes. 
“I asked for a wagon because my toolbox got too 
heavy.”

By age 10, Tony was turning wrenches on a 
decrepit VW Beetle — with a little help from the 
mechanics who worked with his dad, Merlin, at Manatt’s Inc. 

He started working for the family business as a teenager — mowing, 
cleaning trailers and the like. 

Tony adores an old photo hanging near his office of a 1961 Mack 
Thermodyne diesel truck that he got to drive when he was 16 years 
old. “They were a gas to drive. The cab was small. They were hot, 
and they had a twin stick transmission.” 

Before joining the company, he graduated from Loras College 
and worked in Denver for several years. “It was kind of a rule, you 
couldn’t just come out of high school or college and join the family 
business,” he says. His dad and uncles felt that people should strike 
out on their own, and if they came back to the family business, they 
should bring new ideas and experiences. 

Wendling Quarries has experienced a great deal of growth since 
Manatt’s, Inc. purchased the company in 1987. 

“Since 1995, we’ve done some strategic planning to help our com-
pany expand on our strengths and work on our weaknesses. We 
really love what we do. We’re a company that shows stability and 
cares for its employees. We have a culture that is important to lead-
ership — important to me and important to Manatt’s — that we’re a 
great place to work. Not a good place, but a great place to work and 
that we care about our employees. We’ve continued to invest in our 
company and in the reserves of our company and so we’re in better 
shape today with reserves than we ever have been.”  

Wendling Quarries started small Humble beginnings:
Three Manatt brothers built company from the ground up
Wendling Quarries’ parent 
company, Manatt’s Inc., got its 
start 10 years before Wendling 
Quarries, in 1947. 

It started with one truck. 

When Junie Manatt was getting 
out of the Navy, he wanted to 
buy a Studebaker truck. It took 
a little fast talking — telling a 
banker his dad would loan him 
half the money, and telling his 
dad that the bank would loan 
him half the money — but it 
set Junie on a road that would 
eventually be traveled by three 
generations of his family.

A visionary and something of 
a showman, Junie was soon 
joined in business by his broth-
ers, Merlin and Clair. 

As the business expanded 
beyond trucking to include 
aggregates, ready mix, asphalt 
and more, Manatt’s also built a 
strong company culture. That 
culture place a high value on 
relationships, both within the 
company and with those the 
company does business with.

When the economy was bad 
in the late 1970s and early 
1980s, the company sought 
work far beyond its usual scope 
of operations to make sure the 
business would survive. “Dad 
and his brothers felt responsible 
for so many families. They 
had to have work,” says Tony 
Manatt, Merlin’s son. 

Other company owners looking 
to sell knew they could trust the 

Manatts to take care of their 
employees and often didn’t 
seek any other buyers. The 
foundation of the company’s 
reputation is a commitment to 
seeing things through and to 
dealing honestly with everyone.

The first generation of the 
Manatts’ family, Junie, Merlin 
and Clair, have all passed 
away. Tony Manatt, president of 
Wendling Quarries and Merlin’s 
son, is part of the second 
generation of family members 
involved in the different family 
businesses.

A third generation of family 
members is now making their 
mark on the company, working 
hard to fulfill the legacy of the 
three Manatt brothers. 

Manatt’s Inc. was started by the three Manatt brothers, Junie, Clair and Merlin.

Tony Manatt builds 
on family legacy

TONY MANATT

60 YEARS

congratulates Wendling Quarries
on their 

60th Anniversary Celebration!
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Bennett Explosives & Quick Supply Co. 
Would Like to Congratulate 

Wendling Quarries on 60 Years!
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Enjoy a family-friendly open house
On Saturday, Aug. 11, Wendling Quarries 
invites the public to tour Bowser Quarry, 
just outside of Springville, as part of its 
60th anniversary celebration. 

The open house will begin at 10 a.m., right 
after the completion of the Extreme Quarry 
Run 6K race. The public is encouraged to 
park at the ball fields behind Springville 
Elementary School, 602 Mill Ave., and ride 
the free shuttle to the quarry and through 
the tunnel under Highway 151. 

“The public will board buses in Springville, 
then enter the quarry, go through the tun-
nel and be dropped off in the south quarry 
where a variety of kids’ activities and food 
tents and vendor tents will be set up,” 
says Doug Martin, a Wendling Quarries 
salesperson. 

“The Cedar County Cattlemen will be 
serving free ribeye sandwiches to the 
first 2,000 people,” he says. Wendling 
Quarries is providing the sandwiches 

free of charge, but freewill donations to 
the Springville Community School District 
Foundation will be accepted. 

A variety of heavy equipment will be on 
display along with a number of educational 
displays. 

Pat “Oats” Trenkamp, crushing superin-
tendent for Wendling Quarries, is excited 
for the public to see the equipment the 
company uses in its work as well as drilling 
demonstrations and more.

“I hope everyone will come out and see 
us at the open house. There’s going to be 
plenty of fun for everybody,” Trenkamp 
says.

“We’re proud of what we do. We’re proud 
of who we are,” says Steve Yerington, gen-
eral superintendent for Wendling Quarries. 
“The open house is a way for us to say 
thank you to all of our supporters and the 
community,” Martin says.   

Park in Springville at the ball fields behind Springville Elementary, 602 Mill Ave.
Ride a shuttle to the quarry and through the tunnel under Highway 151.

60 YEARS

year anniversary
OPEN HOUSE

Wendling Quarries, Inc.

Saturday, Aug. 11 • 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

• Free ribeye sandwiches to the 
       first 2,000 people 
• Heavy equipment simulators
• Tours of the limestone tunnel 
• Food tents, vendor tents
• Educational displays 

• Lots of family-friendly activities:
a dunk tank, balloon catapult, 
bounce houses, treasure hunt, take-
home crafts, golf chipping challenge
• Part of Springville Fun Days which 
will include a Parade at 10 a.m. 

To be successful for 60 years you need a vision, 
perseverance, sacrifi ce, teamwork and most of all 

leadership. These are all attributes that have made 
Wendling Quarries so successful. 

Twin Bridges 
Truck City and 

Donaldson Filtration 
would like to 
congratulate 

Wendling Quarries 
on their

 60th Anniversary and 
continued success!!

Your friends at 

Congratulations 
Wendling Quarries on 
celebrating 60 years. 

Wishing you many more 
years of success!
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Tunneling under the highway 
Perhaps the most awe-inspiring feature of Wendling 
Quarries Springville location, Bowser Quarry, is some-
thing most people never get to see, but may have driven 
over countless times. 

Driving on Highway 151 just east of Marion, near the 
Springville city limits, you’ll notice a large boulder with 
the company logo marking the entrance to Wendling 
Quarries’ north quarry. But there is also a south quarry. 
Its only access — a tunnel far under the highway that 
was dynamited through solid rock. 

“People drive over it every day and don’t know it’s there,” 
says Doug Martin, a salesperson for Wendling Quarries.
Because it’s not usually open to the public, the tunnel 
itself may be one of the biggest draws for the company’s 
60th anniversary open house on Saturday, Aug. 11. 
(Read more on page 7.)

The 650-foot tunnel was built almost 20 years ago and is 
approximately 40 feet wide. “In fact, two trucks can pass 
each other side by side in the tunnel,” Martin says. It is 
believed to be the only underground tunnel of its kind 
running under a state highway in Iowa. A tunnel was built under Highway 151 near Springville in 1999 to connect Wendling Quarries’ north and south Bowser 

Quarry. The public will be able to take a bus tour through the quarry, and the tunnel, during an open house on Aug. 11. 

s

truckcountry.com

TRUCK SALES  |  EXPERT SERVICE  |  PARTS  |  LEASING

Congratulations
WENDLING QUARRIES

on 60 years, you rock!
from your friends at

60 YEARS 
AND STILL GOING STRONG

CoCCC ngratulations

AND STILL GOING STRONG

Congratulations on 

60 YEARS 
of success!
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In 1999, the Bowser Quarry had been open for decades, 
and Wendling Quarries wanted to expand to the south. 
Highway 151 had already expanded to four lanes at that 
time. It was ultimately determined that a surface road 
connecting the north and south quarry might prove too 
dangerous to company employees and the general 
public. So the company worked with the state and a team 
of engineers to develop plans to dig a tunnel. Explosives 
were used to tunnel horizontally from the north side 
through to the south side.  

At the company’s last open house, soon after the tunnel 
had been built, very little of the south quarry had been 
developed. 

At the Aug. 11 open house, bus tours will be offered for 
the public to ride through the tunnel and see a number of 
displays in the now fully developed south quarry. 

In the quarry, as you approach the 
tunnel under Highway 151, you’ll 
see a sizable steel canopy, meant to 
hold back any rock that might break 
loose from the wall above the tunnel 
entrance. Netting also has been 
applied to the rock wall above the 
tunnel entrance and a material called 
shot-crete, which functions like grout, 
was applied to provide even more 
stability. 

Inside the tunnel, you’ll notice a large number of bolts 
in the walls and roof that increase the tunnel’s structural 
integrity. Deep holes were drilled and an epoxy-like sub-
stance was installed with long bolts, adding more stability. 
“Approximately one foot of each roof bolt is visible, but 
much more is hidden in the rock,” Martin says. 
Three-fourths of the way through the tunnel, you’ll notice 
a wider turnaround area. “It doesn’t serve a purpose now, 
but was used as the tunnel was being constructed, as we 
tunneled from the north side to the south side,” he says. 

As you emerge from the dark tunnel into the south quarry, 
you’ll hear no road noise from Highway 151 above. In 
fact, the sheer limestone walls may remind you of a more 
Western locale. A little oasis, completely hidden from view. 

The Springville quarry tunnel opening is framed by 
a steel canopy to hold back any rocks that might fall 
off the hillside. A number of safety features were 
installed to ensure the integrity of the tunnel walls 
and ceiling. 

         People drive over it every day 
and don’t know it’s there. 

             — Doug Martin, 
Wendling Quarries salesperson

‘‘ ’’
DOUG MARTIN

Congrats to Wendling Quarries, Inc. 
on celebrating 60 years in business!
Our team wishes you many more safe and successful 
years.
 
General Equipment & Supplies is now in the process 
of opening a facility in Urbana, Iowa to serve the 
aggregate equipment sales, rental, parts and service 
needs for Iowa customers.
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Most people never get to see past 
the front gate of the Wendling 
Quarries’ Springville location and 
its tunnel that goes under Highway 
151. But for the past five years, 
a small group of intrepid runners 
have done just that, pushing them-
selves to the limit at the Springville 
Extreme 6K Quarry Run. 

Held as part of Springville’s Fun 
Days, the Extreme Quarry Run will 
start at 8 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 11, 
at Broadway and Fourth Street. 
The race follows a route out to the 
quarry, then descends down a 
steep road to the bottom, through 
the tunnel and back, then back up 
the quarry road and on into town. 

Runners have joked it’s a “blast” to 
run through the dark tunnel, but it 
proves to be a true physical chal-
lenge, running not only down the 

steep road, but back up it as well. 
Each year, the race is held as a 
community fundraiser, with pro-
ceeds benefiting different commu-

nity programs. 
This year, 
proceeds will go 
to the Springville 
Community 
School District 
Foundation. 

Register for 
the race online 
at GetMe
Registered.com 
through Aug. 9 
for $20 to $30, 
or register on 
race day for $25 
to $35. Awards 
will be given to 

the top overall finishers as well as 
by age division. The fastest male 
and female to run up the hill in the 
quarry will be crowned King and 
Queen of the Hill Challenge.

Springville Fun Days begins on 
Friday, Aug. 10, with a truck and 
tractor pull. Other Saturday events 
include a parade at 10 a.m., 
Wendling Quarries’ 60th anniver-
sary open house from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. (read more on page 7), a 
Corvette classic car show, kids 
games, a pork loin dinner, music 
by Dogs on Skis at 7:30 p.m. and 
fireworks at dusk. The weekend 
wraps up with a Gospel Concert 
in the Gazebo Sunday, Aug. 12, 
at 6 p.m. For more information on 
Springville Fun Days, visit the City 
of Springville website.

Race takes runners to the extreme

Watch for Wendling Quarries’ 1952 Chevrolet truck 
in the Springville Fun Days Parade on Saturday, 
Aug. 11 at 10 a.m. “We’re so proud of that truck 
because it’s an old B.L. Anderson truck,” says Tony 
Manatt, company president. “All of the staff in the 
shop helped build it back up. We have a lot of pride 
in that.” 

Gazette file photo 
Participants run through Wendling Quarry in Springville during 
the annual Springville Extreme Quarry Run in 2016. Funds 
raised from this year’s race will benefit the Springville 
Community School District Foundation. 

Gazette file photo 
The Extreme 6K Quarry Run on Aug. 11 will give runners a unique oppor-
tunity to run through the tunnel at Wendling Quarries outside Springville. 

Congratulations on your continued success!

641-792-0381  •  www.valleyenvironmental.org

We congratulate you on your 60 years in 
business and value your continued support.  

Thank you.

319-454-6192 • www.derleinscale.com
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CONGRATULATIONS

Thank you for letting us be a part of your rich history. 
Here’s to many more successful years in business together.

from your friends at 

Altorfer Inc. and PCI
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Wendling Quarries has quarry locations 
all around Eastern Iowa, with its main of-
fice in DeWitt, near Clinton. The company 
recently expanded its main office with a 
15,000-square-foot addition. 

As you walk into the entryway of the new 
addition, there’s no mistaking that you’re 
walking into a quarry office. In the center 
of the room sits a 45-ton granite boulder 
engraved with the company logo. 

The boulder was found some 25 years 
ago, less than a half mile away in the 
adjoining quarry. It sat outside the com-
pany’s main office for years until the deci-
sion was made to make it the centerpiece 
of the new addition. 

The boulder is approximately 9-feet 
tall, 13-feet wide and 16-feet deep from 
front to back. “A lot of times, we’ll find 
some half this size,” says Rob Manatt, a 
Wendling Quarries project manager, “but 
this one’s gigantic.” 

The boulder was mounted in a steel tray 
built in the company shop to hold it in 
place and then cemented into the base. 
After the walls of the addition were built, a 
crane lifted the boulder into place. “Yeah, 
we kind of built the building around it,” 
Manatt says. 

The main office addition has 15,000 
square feet of office space. Approxi-
mately 40 employees work out of the 
main office, including many of the teams 
that support the work of each of the 
company’s quarries. 

The new addition features an open office 

layout and an abundance of collabora-
tive work spaces. “With more meeting 
spaces, we can stand at a board together 
or lay out a set of plans and really work 
together,” says Tony Manatt, the com-
pany president. 

A unique item in the board room is a 
beautiful testament to the company’s abil-
ity to work together to build a strong foun-
dation. The metal base of the massive 
conference room table can be raised or 

lowered using a crank 
on one end. The one-
of-a-kind piece was 
built in Wendling’s 
shop and features an 
oak top. The whole 
table can be raised 
or lowered with a turn 
of the crank, for a 
standing meeting or 
any variety of different 
configurations. “The fact that it was built 
by our shop has a lot of meaning for all of 
us,” Tony Manatt says. 

The company’s main fabricating shop 
is located at the back of the building. 
“We bring all of our crushing and rock 
washing equipment inside in the winter to 
be checked out, repaired and rebuilt, if 
necessary, so it will be ready to go in the 
spring,” Rob Manatt says. 

Shop superintendent Roger Kremer and 
his team of mechanics and welders also 
work on and maintain the company’s 
trucks, loaders, drills and more. The shop 
is equipped with oversized equipment, 
including cranes that can lift an engine 
block or take off a truck cab, all in the 
interest of keeping the quarry machinery 
working like clockwork.

Adding on to main office in DeWitt

Randy “Flash” Rowan (pictured above) and 
the rest of Wendling Quarries’ shop crew 
service and repair a fleet of trucks, loaders, 
crushing equipment and more. 

A one-of-a-kind conference table was fabricated by Wendling Quarries’ shop staff. The 
round hand crank can raise or lower the table as much as 14 inches. 

Wendling Quarries new lobby at the 
DeWitt office features a 45-ton granite 
boulder that was found in its nearby 
quarry less than a half mile away. 

A new 15,000-square-foot addition was recently added to Wendling Quarries main 
office in DeWitt. 

ROB MANATT
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Adding on to main office in DeWitt

1425 North Washington Blvd
Camanche, IA 52730

Congratulations!
It’s a privilege to be your business partner!

LakePrairie
Marketing Group

LP
Congratulations 

Wendling 
Quarries on 

60 years 
of success!

2940 N. Plainview Rd., Walcott, Iowa
844-925-2688 • WalcottRadio.com

Wendling Quarries, Inc. 
on your                    in business. 

You have been a great partner with us for many years.

rrrrrrrrrrrr 60 YEARS
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Go behind the scenes at a quarry 
You may or may not remember from 
science class that limestone rock 
was formed millions of years ago 
when shallow seabeds filled with 
sedimentary materials.  It may be 
easy to assume that all the rock in a 
quarry is the same, but nothing could 
be further from the truth. “Different 
geologic periods created different 
qualities of rock,” says Doug Martin, 
of Wendling Quarries. 

To extract limestone at the Springville quarry, about once a week an outside company drills 
vertical holes and uses explosives to break apart 20-by-100-foot sections of the quarry wall. 

“We try to be a good neighbor,” Martin says. “Because the sound of the explosions can carry, 
we do offer to notify local residents who want a little heads up.” How far the sound carries can 
vary depending on the weather and how much cloud cover there is.
The multiple explosions are timed milliseconds apart. “They shoot the front off first. If they 
shot it all at once, the rock more to the back would have nowhere to go,” he says. 

A large loader scoops up the rock after it’s been blasted from the wall of the quarry. 

3 The crushing plant has several different components, all mounted on 
wheels, that can be moved around in a quarry or moved to a different work 
site, as needed. 

4 Eighty percent of the material from the quarry is used in road construction. 
“Crushed limestone is a building block in most construction materials, includ-
ing concrete and asphalt,” Martin says.  “Differences in the physical and chemi-
cal makeup of the rock makes certain rock better for particular applications.” 

2 Workers then drop the aggregate in to the crushing plant, a large, mobile, multi-
stage machine that progressively crushes the rock into smaller and smaller pieces. 

The word “crushing” doesn’t sound very 
exact, but it’s much more precise work 
than the name implies.

“The materials that we make, we size 
anywhere from one-eighth of an inch up 
to 600-pound pieces of rock that might 
go along the river or around bridges. 
That stuff is all made to size with our 
equipment,”says Pat “Oats” Trenkamp,  
crushing superintendent.

1

1

2

3

4

BARDMATERIALS.COM

DELIVERING MATERIAL VALUE WITH INTEGRITY.

Congratulations on your
60th Anniversary
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Go behind the scenes at a quarry 

3 The crushing plant has several different components, all mounted on 
wheels, that can be moved around in a quarry or moved to a different work 
site, as needed. 

4 Eighty percent of the material from the quarry is used in road construction. 
“Crushed limestone is a building block in most construction materials, includ-
ing concrete and asphalt,” Martin says.  “Differences in the physical and chemi-
cal makeup of the rock makes certain rock better for particular applications.” 

5 Conveyor belts carry different sizes of rock material from the crushing 
plant to waiting trucks. Quarry drivers can turn the conveyor belts on and off 
with a remote control in each truck. The rock material is then unloaded in 
specific product stockpiles around the outer edges of the quarry. 

6 From the stockpiles, rock material is loaded and transported to construc-
tion sites. Demand for rock material can go up and down over the years. “The 
1980s were a terrible time for business,” Martin says. “With high interest 
rates, no one was building.” In recent years, demand has been high, with a 
large number of road projects and new construction. 

7 Wendling Quarries’ Springville team works longer hours in the spring and summer, at the 
height of construction season when demand is high. In the colder months, work focuses on 
maintaining and repairing the quarry equipment. 

8 Each truckload is weighed at the quarry’s scale house on its way in and out of the quarry. 
Different rock materials are priced individually. “The price can go up every time material has to be 
touched, like if it needs to be washed,” Martin says. 

Of course, Wendling Quarries works mostly with large construction companies, but even individual 
homeowners can purchase material directly from the quarry. “You can buy as little as a quarter-ton, 
which would fill the back of a pick-up and at a cheaper cost, too,” says Rob Manatt. To find out 
more, call the DeWitt office at (563) 659-9181, and they’ll connect you with a salesperson near you. 

FUN FACT: A new 
technology involves using  
a drone to get an aerial view 
of the quarry stockpiles 
and more accurately gauge 
inventory and reserves. 

60 YEARS
5

6

7

8

Congratulations 

Wendling 

Quarries!

CONGRATULATIONS ON 60 YEARS 
Looking forward to working with you

into the next 60!
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Safety is always top of mind 
Ask Steve Yerington, general 
superintendent for Wendling Quar-
ries, about company goals, and 
he’ll mention a couple of things you 
might expect: continued growth, 
maintaining quality, and the like.

But what he speaks most passion-
ately about is an ongoing com-
mitment to safety throughout the 
operation.

“We really try to hit that hard. We 
want to make sure everybody goes home with all their 
digits at the end of the day, every day.”

There’s no denying, a quarry has its share of hazards.
“We have heavy equipment. It’s hard to see around 
things sometimes. It’s noisy in places, so we have to 
compensate,” Yerington says. Team members commu-
nicate back and forth between their trucks and loaders 
using CBs. 

“We also put a lot of backup cameras on stuff, and not 
just on the new stuff that comes in. We went back and 

put a lot of backup cameras on older equipment. We do 
a lot of things proactively to help ourselves,” he says.

For new employees, Wendling Quarries has a system in 
place to protect them — and also to get their advice on 
updating safety practices.

“When we hire a person, they have to wear a green hat 
for 90 days. We know if someone is wearing a green 
hat, ‘Hey, he’s a new person,’ so we look out for them,” 
Yerington explains. 

The company encourages new team members who 
are looking at the work environment with fresh eyes to 
speak up if they feel that something isn’t safe or could 
be improved. 

“Some of us old-timers, we can get complacent with 
what’s going on. If that new person says, ‘I don’t think 
that’s very safe,’ that new person has the right to stop 
that operation. We’ll take a look at it and back up and 
we’ll explain, ‘Yes, it is safe’ or ‘Hey, I like what you’re 
seeing. Let’s do this differently.’ We’ll take everybody’s 
views into account to make sure that safety does hap-
pen. We really push that part of it.”

Wendling Quarries has a work safety committee that travels 
to each job site to discuss different work situations and how 
issues should be addressed or could be improved.  

STEVE 
YERINGTON

CONGRATULATIONS 
Wendling Quarries on

60 YEARS 
of business success!

your partner in  
productivity

Congratulations! 
We are proud to be a 

partner on your 
successful journey!
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Congratulations on your 
60th Anniversary!

For a complete list of rental equipment available visit: www.JWBell.biz

Sales - Services - Rebuilds - Engineering - Fabrication - Paint

Northeast Iowa
Adam Veldhuizen

(319)350-7038
AdamV@JWBell.biz

Southeast Iowa
Chip Allen

(319)350-2873
ChipA@JWBell.biz

Western Iowa
Nate Bell

(515)689-0091
NateB@JWBell.biz

Iowa/Nebraska Organic Processing
Josh Schumacher

(319)330-3014
JoshS@JWBell.biz

Crushers - Screens - Feeders

Track Screens - Trommels - Conveyors
Vertical & Horizontal Drills

g g

Hydraulic Breakers Mobile Crushing & Screening
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Congratulations 
and thank you for 
being a pillar in 
our community 
for 60 years!

www.kriegers.com
3205 N Hwy 61
Muscatine, IA

2113 11th St
DeWitt, IA

CONGRATULATIONS, Wendling Quarries, Inc.

project architect:

563 Design
240 West 2nd Street
Dubuque, Iowa 52001
563design.com

Congratulations on 60 great years!
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a family of businesses

Manatts, Inc. began in 1947 when Junie Manatt started his own trucking firm 

with one Studebaker truck in his hometown of Brooklyn, Iowa. Junie focused on 

hauling grain and livestock for farmers and other general trucking jobs. By 1951, 

Junie joined forces with another local hauler, his brother Clair. Manatts, Inc. 

was formally incorporated in 1958. That same year, the company purchased a 

sand and gravel pit in Tama, Iowa, and bid its first construction project. In 1959, 

Merlin joined his brothers’ growing family business. Manatts, Inc. experienced 

significant growth over the following decades, purchasing and partnering with 

a number of local heavy construction contractors and suppliers, while never 

losing its entrepreneurial spirit. This phenomenal growth and the company’s 

family spirit propelled this one-man, one-truck operation into an industry leader. 

The award-winning employees, methods and construction techniques of the 

Manatt family of businesses focus on “safely doing every job we do better than 

anyone else.” Now operated by the third generation of the Manatt family, the 

future of the company looks stronger than ever as it heads toward another 70+ 

years of prosperous growth.

DAVENPORT

IOWA 
CITY

BROOKLYN

OTTUMWA

WATERLOO DUBUQUE

AMES

MANATTS

BARD MATERIALS

DETERMANN ASPHALT

DOUDS STONE, LLC

ILLOWA INVESTMENTS, INC.

L.L. PELLING

NORRIS ASPHALT

ASPRO

BASIC MATERIALS

VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL

WENDLING QUARRIES

READY MIX

AGGREGATE

OFFICE

ASPHALT
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Promoting from within the ranks
Steve Yerington’s first job at Wendling 
Quarries in 1972 was as a dump truck 
driver. That didn’t last too long.

“It snowed one day so they put me in the 
shop because I could weld. And for the 
next five years I was in the shop in main-
tenance,” Yerington says. “I think it was in 
1977 I went into a management position 
over sand and gravel and asphalt at the 
Moscow Quarry. And then I became a su-
perintendent at that quarry after a number 
of years. I became general superintendent 
after Manatt’s bought the company in 1987 
and we became large enough to staff up 
with another layer.”

Yerington is in charge of the operations 
side of Wendling Quarries. He and his 
assistant take the sales forecasts from the 
sales staff and create a production sched-
ule to make sure the company’s products 
are produced in a timely manner.

“It can just take a rainstorm to change the 
schedule,” Yerington says. “It includes the 
drilling and blasting, the equipment shops, 
the equipment, the crushers that we have. 
It’s quite involved.”

That sort of responsibility is a far cry from 
driving a dump truck. Yerington’s story is 
emblematic of the Wendling Quarries com-
mitment to promoting from its own ranks, 
whenever possible.

Pat Trenkamp, who is better known by his 
nickname “Oats,” also worked his way up 
through the company. He enjoys seeing 
other team members moving up in the 
organization at a regular clip. 

“We start you out in an entry-level job and 
work you into operating more and more 
equipment and moving you further into the 
company,” he says. “Wendling Quarries is 
very good about promoting from within.”

It’s a point of pride for 
the company — and 
for supervisors like 
Trenkamp, as well.

“Myself, I have 
always taken pride in 
the people working 
for me, trying to get 
them promoted in 
the company. I have 
had several people 

work under me who are now in supervisory 
positions,” he says. “Nothing that I did. 
It’s because I gave them a chance. The 
company had faith in them because I had 
faith in them.”

That’s a legacy Trenkamp truly values.

“Before I’m done — I’ve got five or six 
years left — I’d like to promote a few more. 
It would be a little icing on the cake.” In this historic photo, a Wendling Quarries 

team drills to get core samples. 

PAT “OATS”
TRENKAMP

CONSTRUCTION &
   AGGREGATE

     PRODUCTS, INC.
5700 Park Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50321

515-243-5857 • 800-388-5857
www.capiowa.com

Congratulations 
on 60 years!

We at the Ottsen Oil Company would like to 
wish the very best to Wendling Quarries as 
they celebrate 60 years of business. We look 
forward to continuing our business relation-
ship for many years to come. 

SUMMIT
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS

®

WWW.OTTSEN.COM / Phone: (319) 364-1531 / Serving all of Iowa

 20R  Sunday, August 5, 2018The Gazette ●



Star Equipment congratulates  

WENDLING QUARRIES, INC.  

on their 60th Anniversary! 

  ��FAMILY-OWNED FOR 50 YEARS 
��QUALITY CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
��UNSURPASSED PRODUCT KNOWLEDGE  
��EXPERT SERVICE & REPAIR 

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED THROUGHOUT IOWA 
CEDAR RAPIDS  |  DES MOINES  |  WATERLOO  |  AMES 

Congratulations
on 60 years of 
serving our 
community

Congratulations on 

60 YEARS 
of success! Phone: 641-682-3427

FAX: 641-682-7981
www.norrisasphalt.com
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Values Based Leadership at work
You might expect a business that has been in the 
family for three generations would be set in its 
ways. Not so at Manatt’s Inc. or its Wendling Quar-
ries subsidiary.

“Today, we’re working on embracing tomor-
row’s workforce,” says Tony Manatt, president 
of Wendling Quarries. “It’s a different workforce, 
there’s no doubt about it. And we’re preparing for 
that today.”

First and foremost, Manatt sees a clear need to let 
the management style of the past fall away.

“The old management style I grew up with was  
divide and 
conquer. A gruff 
old man jammed 
his finger into my 
chest and would 
say, ‘Just do it 
because I told you 
to.’ I worried for my 
job, so I went and 
did it,” he says.

In contrast: “Tomorrow’s workforce is going to drop 
the shovel and walk to the next job opportunity,” 
Manatt says. 

Employees and managers worked together to 
outline the company’s core values, which include 
Family, Excellence and Human Potential. 

“Using a Values Based Leadership program, we’re 
learning about ourselves and how to be better 
leaders,” Manatt says. 

It’s a companywide effort. “We’re teaching our 
management, and eventually our whole firm, about 
our core values, about what makes us Manatt’s or 

makes us Wendling 
Quarries,” he says. 

He believes this 
values-based ap-
proach will attract 
and retain younger 
workers who are the 
future of the industry.

         We’re learning about ourselves 
and how to be better leaders.
     – Tony Manatt, president of 
        Wendling Quarries
‘‘ ’’

Wendling Quarries is working to address a projected workforce 
shortage by implementing a Values Based Leadership model. It 
aims to maximize each employee’s potential. “If we recognize them 
for their talents and expand on those talents, we’ll set ourselves up 
for success,” says Tony Manatt, Wendling Quarries president. 

s

Construction Management | General Construction | Design-Build

CONGRATULATIONS ON

60 YRS!

www.conlonco.com

Conlon Construction Co.

1100 Rockdale Road

Dubuque, Iowa 52003

563 583.1724phone

The company you keep
says a lot about you...

And LL Pelling is proud to
be in such good company.

Congratulations
Wendling Quarries, Inc.
on 60 years in business.

 22R  Sunday, August 5, 2018The Gazette ●



“The millennials will work for somebody, but 
they’ve got to feel they’re in alignment with a 
company’s values,” Manatt explains. “In the old 
days, a nickel more in pay and a new truck and 
you’d lose an employee to your competitor. But 
tomorrow’s workforce wants to work for some-
body who appreciates them, understands them, 
and will listen to them. They want to be heard.”

These ideas can be challenging for longtime 
workers who grew up in a different kind of work-
place. But Manatt says the change is inevitable. 
“My job now at Wendling Quarries is to prepare 
for the future. I work more on the company than 
at the company.”

And working on the company means supporting 
a different kind of work culture.

“It’s a different world, and we’re trying to under-
stand what we can do to be ready for tomor-
row’s workforce. And by the way, it’s the right 
way. The old divide and conquer and intimidate, 
those days are done. It’s more of a collaborative 
work effort,” Manatt says. “It’s more fun this way, 
anyway. And we’re getting the synergies out of 
people that can happen when one plus one can 
equal more than two — a third idea will come 
out that would never before have come out. 
I truly believe that.”

Sam Huitt is one of the quality control technicians at Wendling Quarries in 
DeWitt. A retired high school English/Spanish teacher, Huitt and the quality 
control team regularly test rock samples to ensure that the materials meet each 
customer’s design criteria. “Higher traffic roads require a higher quality of 
stone,” he says. Using a pailful of sample materials, the quality control techni-
cians test each sample for a number of variables. When testing material that 
will be used in asphalt, they create and bake small coffee can size samples of 
material — all in the interest of putting out a quality product. 

Wendling Quarries’ 
Core Values
A look at the core values of Manatt’s, 
Inc. and Wendling Quarries  —
building legacies through standards of 
excellence.

Family: We share faithful commitment 
to each other and our vision.
•  Unite as one
•  Have each other’s back
•  Extend grace to self and others
•  Have fun and enjoy the ride
•  Leave a legacy

Excellence: We are great on purpose.
•  Do more than expected
•  Hold yourself and others accountable
•  Lead fearlessly
•  Be open to opportunity
•  Maintain an entrepreneurial spirit
Human Potential: We aspire to be the 
best version of ourselves.
•  Be a leader worth following
•  Believe in yourself
•  Commit to continuous growth
•  Sustain work/life integration
•  Live in service to others

Congratulations
on 60 years!

Congratulations 
Wendling Quarries 

on your 
60th Anniversary!

www.meoi.com
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Building relationships over the years
Marc Whitman is 
the quarry develop-
ment manager for 
Wendling Quarries. 
But quarries aren’t all 
he works on develop-
ing. For Whitman, 
developing relation-
ships — inside 
and outside of the 
company — is essential to the business.

Whitman manages a team of six tasked 
with purchasing or leasing ground to 
secure long-term quality sand or stone 
reserves, a process that involves a 
significant amount of due diligence. He 
compares his work to an open-book quiz.

“The harder I work, the more I study, the 
better I prepare and research, the more 
successful outcomes become,” he says. 
“I don’t have to have all the answers 
memorized, but I better know where to 
look to find them.”

The work isn’t all about hitting the books. 
It’s about people, too.

“Ultimately, the success of our depart-
ment’s work depends on building solid, 
long-lasting relationships with the folks 
we deal with: landowners, contractors, 
regulatory people, and third-party profes-
sionals we pursue for legal, engineering, 
geological, financial, and other types of 
advice,” he says.

Building strong relationships is a bed-
rock, so to speak, of Wendling Quarries’ 
business approach.

“These relationships are built on trust and 
respect, and are the backbone of indi-
vidual and company core values that not 
only help us toward the path of success, 
but make everlasting friendships along 
the way,” Whitman says. 

“We are truly blessed to live and work 
together with people that value a trusting 
handshake and have a sincere interest 

in how we can work 
together and help one 
another.”

His relationship with 
Wendling Quarries 
dates back to the late 
1970s.

“I first met the folks 
at Wendling Quarries 
back in 1979, provid-
ing subcontracted 
quality control support 
and service. Eventual-
ly, I was hired to come 
to work at Wendling in 
1987, when they were 
purchased by the family-owned Manatt 
company,” Whitman says. “Hiring on 
with Wendling Quarries under the Manatt 
ownership has been a truly wonderful 
experience for me and my family. The 
professional opportunities have been 
better than I could have dreamed, and 

MARC WHITMAN

Congratulations
on 60 years!
We are honored to

be your partner
on this journey!
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Building relationships over the years the people I’ve met, get to work for and 
with, and the relationships made have 
been so rewarding.

“I consider myself extremely lucky 
to have worked for a company and 
industry that has a tremendous group 
of knowledgeable, experienced co-
workers and professionals who are 
extremely willing to take time, sit down 
and help with any problem a person 
brings forward. Their willingness to 
share knowledge and wisdom has 
provided the building blocks that have 
helped build a successful career for 
me,” he says.

“As my career has matured, I find 
myself spending much if not most of 
my time mentoring and sharing my 
experience with fellow workers and 
acquaintances. It brings me great 
pride and joy to be in a position to do 
these things. In my mind, I am paying 
an ongoing tribute to those who have 
invested in my success, and in part, 
repaying a debt that can never really 
be fully repaid.”

“This is an excellent, family-owned company to work for,” says Doug 
Martin, a Wendling Quarries salesperson. “We’ve got a lot of employ-
ees who have been here a long time,” which he says speaks to the great 
relationships and camaraderie they build as a team. 

Wendling Quarries regularly schedules employee get-togethers and 
outings to encourage camaraderie among the team. “We’re a tight-knit 
bunch,” says Rob Manatt, a project manager at Wendling Quarries. 
Recent activities include a Manatt’s picnic at Adventureland, a bowling 
tournament, a golf outing and time spent together at a River Bandits 
game. 

60 YEARS

circa 1995 circa 1960

Congratulations on Your 
60 Years of Success!

Je� , Karl, and Paul Greve

salesandservice.cummins.com
1-800-CUMMINS

Congratulations on 
60 years of business!s!
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Floods of 2008 presented a challenge
When the water is rising and your worksite is an 
enormous hole in the ground, you’ve got a problem. 
Wendling Quarries faced that problem at a number of 
its Eastern Iowa quarries during the devastating flood-
ing of 2008. 

“The floods of 2008 were extremely challenging, with 
literally millions of dollars of loss due to damage and 
repairs to equipment and buildings,” says quarry 
development manager Marc Whitman, “as well as land, 
roadways, plant sites, stockpile areas, and entrances 
that required repair and reconstruction. Overtime hours, 
material and fuel costs were a tremendous monetary 
burden that we had no means for recouping.”

But for Whitman, that’s not the important story from the 
floods.

“The main story is the people,” he says. “It was very 
apparent through the floods of 2008 just exactly what the 
spirit, hard work ethic and culture of Midwest folks was 
all about. In the most challenging of times, people rolled 
up their sleeves and pitched in to get the job done.”

That job was simply overwhelming at times. “We lost 
the Moscow Quarry (near Atalissa in Muscatine County) 

totally for probably three months,” remembers general 
superintendent Steve Yerington, “and then it was prob-
ably five months before we got completely back up and 
in operation down there.”

For a while, the Wendling team thought they might be 
able to keep the river out of the quarry, but shifting pro-
jections from the Army Corps of Engineers changed that. 

“We filled up,” Yerington says. “We were holding pretty 
good and then the Corps of Engineers came back and 
said it’s going to be up to 25 or 26 feet and so we added 
to our berms. And we thought, well, this is going to be 
close. And then all at once, out of the blue, the Corps 
said the river was going to hit 31 to 33 feet. And at that 

point, ‘Guys, we’ve got to start pulling our equipment out 
of here.’ Now it’s a mode of salvage. We’ve got to get 
everything out of here that we can because we’re not 
going to hold it. And we didn’t.”

Instead of feeling defeated, everyone at Wendling Quar-
ries measured success in another way.

“Mother Nature can whoop your butt, there’s no doubt 
about it, Yerington says. “But nobody got hurt and every-
body went home, so that was something to still be proud 
of. The equipment could be replaced and we didn’t have 
anybody get hurt — just our egos and pride that we 
didn’t hold the river out.”

Whitman remembers the flooding as a time when the 
company focused on “helping our fellow man, remem-
bering our blessings, and being extremely proud of one 
another,” calling the result “not much short of miracu-
lous.”

Yerington agrees. “In a challenging situation like that, 
you really get an opportunity to pool people together. 
You don’t have to be alone. You can really work 
together.” 

         Nobody got hurt and everybody 
went home, so that was something to 
still be proud of. 

– Steve Yerington, general superintendent

‘‘ ’’

CONGRATS  

WENDLING QUARRIES 
ON 60 YEARS

HOUSBY.COM  |  319-365-9155  |  3145 16TH AVE SW, CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 52404

United. Inspired.

Celebrating
success

epiroc.us

Epiroc is proud to partner with 
Wendling Quarries Inc. We wish you 
� ����� ��th and many more!

������������
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Floods of 2008 presented a challenge Wendling Quarries locations 2

Waverly

Denver

Fredericksburg

Cresco

Calmar

Decorah

Elgin

Elkader

Strawberry Point

Manchester

Center Point

Springville

Dyersville

Sageville

Sumner

Fairbank

Dunkerton

Oelwein

Hazleton

Independence

Garrison

Toledo

Tama

Vinton

Mount Pleasant
Fairfield

Burlington

Iowa City

Waterloo

Davenport

Muscatine

Clinton

Dubuque

Ottumwa

North Liberty

965

Cedar Rapids

DeWitt

Maquoketa64

52

52

84

Mount
 Vernon

Behr Quarry
�

Lowden Quarry
�

Tricon 
Quarry
�

Stonemill Quarry
�

Preston Quarry
�

Moscow Quarry
�

�Garrison Quarry

Garden Plain Quarry
�

Muscatine Recycle Yard�

Mt. Carroll Quarry�
Hess Sand Pit
�

Bowser 
Quarry
�

Robins
Quarry
�Montour 

Quarry
�

Blairsferry Sand Pit

C.R. South Quarry

Four County Quarry

�

Gateway Sand Pit
Shaffton Quarry

Lyons Quarry

�
�

�

Iron Hill Quarry
Rockdale Quarry (Maquoketa)

Joinerville Quarry

�Sweeting Quarry�

Vinton Quarry �

�
�

Olin Quarry�

�
� Ivanhoe Sand Pit�

wendlingquarries.com

4150 Thomas Drive SW, Cedar Rapids
319-366-3585 800-373-3586

www.sadlermachine.com

Congratulations

Wendling Quarries
on your 60th Anniversary.

We are proud to have you as our 
customer for 60 years! 

 CLAconnect.com

WEALTH ADVISORY
OUTSOURCING
AUDIT, TAX, AND CONSULTING
���������� �������� �������� ��� ������ 
������� �����
�����	���� ������ 	�������� 
LLC, an SEC-registered investment advisor. 

MAKING AN IMPACT
Helping people be successful is what we’re all about.  
So we’re proud to support Wendling Quarries, Inc. and the  
��������� ���� ���� ����������� ����� �� ��� ����������  
������������� �� �� ����� �� ���������
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Park in Springville at the 
ballfields behind Springville 
Elementary, 602 Mill Ave.

Ride a shuttle to the quarry 
and through the tunnel under 
Highway 151.

• Free ribeye sandwiches to 
the first 2,000 people 

• Heavy equipment 
simulators

• Tours of the limestone 
tunnel 

Tour a working quarry 
JACKSON

POWESHIEK

IOWA
JOHNSON

CEDAR

SCOTT

MUSCATINE

LOUISA

WASHINGTON

WAPELLO JEFFERSON HENRY

DAVIS VAN BUREN

DES MOINES

CLINTON

ALLAMAKEEWINNESHIEKHOWARD

CHICKASAW

FAYETTE CLAYTON

BREMER

BLACK HAWK DELAWARE DUBUQUE

TAMA

BENTON
LINN

JONES

BUCHANAN

KEOKUK

LEE

2

Waverly

Denver

Fredericksburg

Cresco

Calmar

Decorah

Elgin

Elkader

Strawberry Point

Manchester

Charlotte

Spragueville

Springville

Dyersville

Sageville

Sumner

Fairbank

Dunkerton

La Porte City

Oelwein

Hazleton

Independence

Gladbrook
Vinton

Garrison

Dysart

Toledo

Grinnell

Montezuma

Conesville

Morning Sun

Wapello

Mount Pleasant

Donnellson

Fairfield

Washington

Keota
West Chester

Farmington

West Point

Columbus Junction

Burlington

Iowa City

Cedar 
Rapids

Waterloo

Davenport

Muscatine

Clinton

Dubuque

Ottumwa

North Liberty
North Liberty

965

13

13
Springville Rd.

Wendling
Quarries

O’Brien Ln.
SPRINGVILLE

SPRINGVILLE

I.C.
C.R.

OPEN HOUSE PARKING 
Springville Elementary, 
602 Mill Ave.

WENDLING
QUARRIES

year anniversary
OPEN HOUSE

Wendling Quarries, Inc.

Saturday, Aug. 11 • 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

• Food tents, vendor tents
• Educational displays 
• Lots of family-friendly activities, including a dunk tank, 

balloon catapult, bounce houses, treasure hunt, take-home 
crafts and a golf chipping challenge.

Springville Rd.
Wendling
Quarries

O’Brien Ln.
SPRINGVILLE

SPRINGVILLE

I.C.
C.R.

© 2018 Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. | AJG.COM

33925A

Congratulations to Wendling Quarries, Inc. on 
their 60 years of quality products, a team-oriented 
culture and excellent service.

4200 Corporate Drive, Suite 160
West Des Moines, IA 50266
515.457.8849

Congratulations on 

60 Years 
of Business
from your friends at 

ILLOWA 

Asphalt Paving
Asphalt Patching
Sealcoating
Tennis Court Color Surfacing
Crack Sealing PCC &
Asphalt Pavements

Commercial • Municipal
Residential • Industrial

563-381-1126
Toll Free 800-886-5349
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