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Revival	  Focus:	  French	  Africa	  
In the Shadow of Islam 

Muslim Oppression Threatens French Africa Revival Efforts 
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Since ancient times the 
Islamic nations have waged 
war against the followers of 
God. Their hatred for the 
nation of Israel has made 
national news in recent 
times, and their hatred for 
Christians is no secret either. 
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Now they’ve set their sights 
on French Africa. But 
wherever Islam goes 
extremists and their atrocities 
follow. Women are treated as 
slaves. Young children 
forced to “marry.” Christians 
tortured and killed. Even 

1

When I first brought the proposal of translating our 
ministry courses into French to the DeVos 
Foundation I wasn’t sure what to expect. 

I hoped they would pitch in. But I didn’t know for 
sure. After all, French isn’t the most widely spoken 
language in the world. Nor is it the most commonly 
associated with need for the gospel. 
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So imagine my surprise when they responded with a 
possible $450,000 in support for this initiative! 

I was amazed. But slowly it all came together. The 
DeVos foundation knew something that I didn’t yet 
realize about… [continued on page 6]  

The DeVos Foundation Will Give $450,000 to Support French  
By Henry Reyenga    
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children are executed when they fail to 
follow the Jihad. 

Things look bleak as more of the population 
jumps on the Islam bandwagon. Many men 
love Islam because it empowers them to 
satisfy their lusts legally and religiously. 

Women sign on because it means they 
won’t suffer as much abuse.  

But there is a light in this darkness. God is 
raising up leaders in the French speaking 
world. And where Christianity spreads, 
God’s love abounds.  

Even though they didn’t lead revolutions or 
wars, Christians have changed the course of 
history countless times. The Christian 
impact on Rome saved thousands of souls 
and ultimately turned the immoral culture 
around. Christians resisting peacefully were 
a major force in the fall of communism in 
much of the U.S.S.R. And these are just a 
couple examples. 

We pray for a revival to sweep the French 
speaking world and stop Islam before more 
women and children suffer cruelty and 
abuse at the hands of Muslim extremists. 
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Nkonganyi Kenduanyi was 
excited to be serving God. He’d 
been given a personal mission to 
spread the gospel in Cameroon! 

He was to travel all around the 
country and lead crusades. 
Crusades that would ignite 
revival across the nation. 

And he was excited to receive 
help from his pastor and mentor. 
They worked together to plan 
and prepare to travel the country, 
bringing many Cameroonians to 
salvation. 

Finally Nkonganyi was ready to 
go. Or so he thought. But as he 
put everything in order he 
received devastating news. He 
couldn’t go out unless he first 
obtained a permit! 
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As a state worker, Nkonganyi 
didn’t have the income to attend a 
Bible college. As a youth pastor, 
he didn’t have the time. It seemed 
like Nkonganyi’s dreams were 
crashing down around him. 

But then he discovered CLI. And 
he said it was like a “dream come 
true.” The diploma of ministry 
would give him the credibility he 
needed for his permit. And with 
that permit he could finally lead 
God’s revival in Cameroon. 

Nkonganyi expressed 
gratefulness to the donors and 
staff of CLI for doing God’s work 
and providing where no one else 
would. He is excited about this 
opportunity to pursue his 
ministry vision. 

“When I found CLI it was like a dream come true” 

“I believe this vision 
must see the light of day 

through Christian 
Leaders Institute… 

…God bless the team of 
CLI and everybody who 
supports this ministry” 
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Domoina Ratsizafy grew up in Madagascar. Amidst 
polygamy, young marriages, and sexual abuse of 
women and children. 

In the map on the left, the island country of 
Madagascar is orange – representing high volumes 
of human trafficking and no efforts to improve 
conditions. But Domoina knew that firsthand. 

In fact conditions were so bad around her growing 
up that she planned to live life as a man. She made 
herself believe that she could be a man. Until her 
first cycle hit. 

And what can be an awkward time for girls was 

“I was disappointed that I was a female” 

All the women around me seemed to 
be suffering… I wondered about my 

future… I had no hope 
Continued on next page 
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devastating for Domoina. It was the nail in the 
coffin for her plans of living as a man. She was a 
female. 

And that drove her to despair. She said that she 
“worried about her future.” She saw the lives that 
other women and young women were enduring 
and could find “no hope or peace.”  

But she didn’t realize that Somebody was already 
reaching out to her. Waiting to bring hope and 
peace into her life. 

Domoina was 17 years old when she was 
introduced to Jesus at a conference. She was 
surprised to find that even in the midst of a terrible 
world the Lord could grant peace. And with that 
peace a hope more powerful than anything this 
world can offer. 

Domoina was excited! Jesus had the power to give 
hope to not just her, but other women in her culture. 
She began reaching out to them. Sharing with them 
the one Person who could bring hope where no 
hope existed. 

Along the way God sent her a Christian young man 
to be her husband, and soon after two children. 
Domoina had gone from a battered life void of hope 
to a joyful marriage and healthy relationships. 

Their family served in their church, and Domoina 
continued to reach out to other women in her 
country. Her heart was especially for women in 
polygamous marriages. Or married to Muslim 
husbands. Women who lived in the culture she’d 
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known growing up. A culture that treated women 
like animals.  

As her ministry grew Domoina felt the need to get 
more formal training. She was excited when she 
found that Campus Crusade for Christ offered an 
affordable program to train missionaries. She 
started immediately. 

Unfortunately, the program required her to spend a 
lot of time away from her family. Her home life 
began to fall apart. Her absence caused problems 
with her children. 

So she was forced to quit the missionary training 
after only 2 of the 14 months. Once again she was 
doing her work with no formal training - and no 
obvious way to get training. 

Then she found Christian Leaders Institute. Our 
online learning enabled her to study from her home 
when she had time. There was no time away from 
family and ministry. No high fees and tuitions. Just 
crucial, practical training for her mission. 

Now Domoina and the women she’s reaching stand 
in the way of the Muslim domination of 
Madagascar. Her vision is to stop her country from 
being “Muslimed” – a goal Islamists hope to achieve 
in just 10 years. 

She wants to do this by continuing to reach out to 
the women of the culture especially. Teaching them 
the right things of the faith. Then their light will 
shine for their husbands and families and 
Madagascar will shine brightly for God. 

We’ve seen what being “Muslimed” has done to 
countries like Iran and Saudi Arabia. We don’t want 
that to happen to Madagascar. That’s why we’re 
working hard to translate the CLI courses into 
Madagascar’s official language – French. 

And we’re praying ceaselessly for people like 
Domoina. Leaders God is raising up all over French 
Africa to resist the spread of Islam.  

“I was disappointed that I was a female” 
[continued] 
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As we neared the third quarter of 2014 I had big 
plans for CLI. Plans for growth. But those plans 
didn’t include translating the courses into French.  

Then we met Dr. Paul Mpindi. And what we 
discovered in talking to him really rocked our boat. 

Dr. Mpindi graduated from Calvin Theological 
Seminary, but he wasn’t born and raised in West 
Michigan or even in the U.S. Paul was born and 
grew up in the Congo - one of the French-speaking 
African countries. 

Before we met Paul we had no idea how 
widespread the influence of France was in African 
countries. We knew it spread beyond France, sure, 
but we didn’t realize just how far into Africa it 
reached. 

We were astonished to discover that there were over 
330 million people in the world, most of them in 

Spearheading the Efforts: Paul Mpindi Takes 
Charge of French Initiative        

2

French Africa, who spoke French as their primary 
language. 330 million! This was a huge discovery! 

And Paul continued to tell us about these countries. 
They were lacking in skilled leaders. Many of them 
didn’t even have a place for Christian leaders to get 
an education if they could afford it. That’s why he 
came to Calvin Theological Seminary in the U.S. He 
wanted to get an education that would help him 
make a bigger impact in French Africa. 

As we continued our conversations with Paul we 
realized there was a huge need for training in the 
French language. Most of the Christian leaders in 
these nations didn’t speak English very well and 
some not at all. But they spoke French fluently 
because it was their native language. 

Continued… 
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Paul talked about the large 
number of pastors who led 
churches out of necessity - 
people who pastored churches 
because there was nobody else to 
take the reins when the people 
needed a leader. We had lengthy 
discussions about the doctrinal 
error that arose from this and 
about wolves who swept in to 
steal away the young in Christ 
with promises of material gain. 

By the time we realized that we 
really needed to translate our 
classes into French for these 
people, Dr. Mpindi volunteered 
to spearhead the project! He was 
enthusiastic about bringing this 
training to the French African 
world – a world in which he 
already had a large ministry. 

Yet Paul believed so strongly in 
Christian Leaders Institute that 
he was able to find time in his 
busy life. Time to translate the  

(Continued) 

Prayer board 

ISIS Persecution 

ISIS and other Islamic 
extremist groups are 

terrorizing our brothers 
and sisters in the Middle 
East and much of Africa. 
Pray that the Lord would 

pour out His Spirit on 
these places. And that the 

killing and torturing of 
His children would come 

to an end. 

French Staff 

As CLI expands into 
French one of the 

challenges that Dr. Paul 
Mpindi faces is finding 
staff members who will 

grasp CLI’s vision and be 
passionate about it. Pray 
that God will cultivate a 

team who will be on 
board with our vision 
and on fire for God. 

first class into French as a 
test run. Time to shoot the 
lectures in French.  

And he has time to direct a 
staff to oversee the 
translation all our ministry 
courses into the French 
language. Providing we can 
get him funding for it. 

Of course, this training 
would also be open the door 
to reach other French 
speaking countries across 
the world. That includes 
North American countries 
like Haiti and Canada. 

So we’re excited to be 
working with Dr. Paul 
Mpindi. I see his heart for 
the French Language and 
what the Lord is already 
doing through him. With his 
existing ministry and 
influence Paul is the ideal 
candidate to bring Christian 
Leaders Institute to the 
French speaking world. 
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700 Washington St. Suite 260 
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https://www.christianleadersinstitute.org 

Christian Leaders Institute is devoted to raising up revival leaders around the world. Our prayer is that we will always be able to continue 

offering crucial training to these leaders without burdening them financially 
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these countries. There’s a war 
going on there. 

Many of these French African 
countries fall in the heart of the 
area targeted by Muslim 
extremists. And increased 
activity by Islamists means 
oppression for Christians who 
live in this culture. 

As stunned as I was by the 330 
million who speak French, this 
was more astounding. To think 
that here we had an opportunity 
to take part in resisting the 
spread of Islam. Reaching 
another 330 million was 
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significant, but helping to 
prevent a culture of sexual 
abuse, violence, and hatred 
toward God was amazing! 

That’s what the DeVos 
foundation saw that I didn’t. 
And that’s why they’re offering 
$450,000 over the next 3 years as 
long as CLI can raise $300,000 in 
that time ($100,000 each year). 

So we want to thank the DeVos 
foundation and Rich and Helen 
DeVos for their visionary 
leadership. Let’s pray we stem 
the tide of Islam in French 
Africa. 

The DeVos Foundation Will Give $450,000 To Support French 

Rich DeVos (left) and 
Henry Reyenga (right) 

meet to discuss CLI 

DeVos Foundation $450,000 Matching Donation Details 

The DeVos Foundation has offered to donate up to $150,000 each year for a total of $450,000 in support of 
the French Initiative. These donations will be offered as a 150% match for other gifts received. 

That means Christian Leaders Institute must raise $100,000 each year from other sources in order to obtain 
this gift. That’s a total of $300,000 over the next 3 years to ensure a gift of $450,000 from the DeVos 
Foundation. 

A gift or pledge of… 

$100.00 becomes $250.00 
$200.00 becomes $500.00 
$400.00 becomes $1,000.00 
$1,000.00 becomes $2,500.00 
$4,000.00 becomes $10,000.00 


