
BRAZILIAN SALMON PINK TARANTULA 
Scientific Name: Lasiodora parahybana 
Class: Arachnida   
Order: Araneae 

Status: IUCN pop. trend: not listed 

Primary Diet:   
Wild: large lizards, small or moderate-sizes birds, 
opossums, bats, rats, and squirrels 
CARNIVORE 

Physical Adaptations: 

This tarantula is one of the largest in the world 

with a typical leg span of 8 “ and a body length 
of 3”- 4” 

Two body segments–a cephalothorax and ab-

domen–and very strong jaws with venomous 
back-ward pointing fangs. Their legs (all eight of 
them) are covered with grey or salmon colored 
hairs. On top, near the front on a raised area, 
they have eight little eyes 

Habitat/Biome:  
inhabits the forest floor in the open, in burrows, un-
der leaf litter, logs, and in crevices  

Distribution: 
Endemic to the Atlantic forest region of Brazil 

Behavioral Adaptations: 

Tarantulas spend their days in silk-lined retreats 

and hunt by emerging at dusk and sitting and 
waiting for something to pass by . They have to 
take their prey as it comes, rather than go look-
ing for it 

Spiders have external digestion. This means 

that what they actually swallow is a predigested 
and highly nutritious soup. They digest their 
prey by using a combination of venom and di-
gestive juices. A hungry tarantula can take 
hours to finish a  meal 
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Special Notes: 
IUCN Category: Not listed 

CITES Listing:   Not listed 
Threats Include: 
Deforestation and habitat loss 

Fun Facts: 

Also know as Brazilian salmon pink bird-eating 

tarantula 

This tarantula breathes through organs known 

as book lungs, which are hollow leaf-like struc-
tures through which blood flows and allows oxy-
gen to be distributed throughout the body 

The name tarantula derives from the city of Tar-

anto in northern Italy, and a popular dance, the 
Tarantella 

Additional Notes: 
Incubation: 6-7 weeks 
Clutch: Up to 1200 eggs sealed in a silk cocoon 
wrapped with silk  
Life Span: Females 15 to 20 years and males2 to 5 
years because of mating risks 


