
RODRIGUES FLYING FOX 
Scientific Name: Pteropus rodricensis  
Class: Mammalia   
Order: Chiroptera 

Status: IUCN  pop. trend: increasing 

Primary Diet:   
Wild: fruits of various trees such as tamarinds, rose
-apples, mangoes, palms and figs plus flowers and  
leaves 
FRUGIVORE 

Physical Adaptations: 

This is a medium size bat with a body length of 

6-8 inches and an average wingspan of 24-30 
inches.  

They are called flying foxes because of their 

long-canine-like snout, pointed ears, and dog-
like eyes 

Bats lack weight-bearing hind limbs, so they 

roost hanging upside down and launch by re-
leasing their grip 

Habitat/Biome:  
tropical moist lowland forests 

Distribution: 
Live only on the small island of Rodrigues, a part of 
the nation of Mauritius 

Behavioral Adaptations: 

Crepuscular (most active at dawn and dusk); 

nocturnal 

Fruit is crushed in the mouth allowing the juices 

to be  swallowed and the pulp to be spit out 

Photo cells in eyes can detect red color, helpful 

in finding ripe fruits 

Serve as vital pollinators and seed dispersers 

Information Sources (2012) 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo Animal Facts 

library.sandiegozoo.org 

www.zoo.org 

www.brookfieldzoo.org 

Special Notes: 
IUCN Category: Critically endangered 

CITES Listing:   Appendix II 
Threats Include: 
Deforestation of mature fruit trees and important 
roost trees. Trees serve not only as food and roost-
ing sites, but also provide a buffer from cyclone 
winds 

Fun Facts: 

Other common names are Rodrigues fruit bat, 

Mauritius fruit bat and Mauritan flying fox 

The wings of a bat are its “hands” 

After several hours of eating and digesting at 

the feeding site, the colony returns to the roost-
ing site, sometimes swooping down for a drink 
of seawater along the way. The seawater con-
tains important minerals not present in their 
food 

Additional Notes: 
Gestation: 140 to 150 days  
Litter:  Single pup—fully furred, with colors much 
like adults 
Life Span: 20 plus years in captivity 


