
� How to affect change in schools and 

places of education towards being 

environmentally sustainable.  

� How to feel comfortable teaching 

conservation issues to your 

students. 

How do I fit these concepts into  

my subject? 
That is another easy one. There are so many 

facets to nature and environmental 

sustainability that all subject areas can be 

applied.  

Here’s some harder subject areas: 

 

Math= Calculate how much water a rain 

barrel would save from the storm drains. 

Work in business finances and see how much 

money you would save if the school changed 

to CFL light bulbs. 

 

Art= Have them construct something from 

recycled materials and then recycle it when 

you’re finished. 

 

Music=Go outside and listen for bird sounds 

and see if they can replicate the patterns on 

their instruments. 
 

What are some ideas to improve 

the sustainability of my school 

and involve the students? 

� School Garden 
� Lunch Recycling 
� Get rid of Styrofoam 

 trays 
� Organize After School  

Eco-Program 

� Penny War to Buy a  

School Rain Barrel 

� Take field trips to natural places and 

create a lesson based on leaves, birds, 

trees, animals etc. Let them EXPLORE! 

 

Grant Funding Organizations 

U.S. EPA 

Your own Energy Company 

Wild Ones Foundation 

Any Environmental Foundation 

National Environmental Education 

Foundation 

 

More can be found at: 

http://www.co.pierce.wa.us/xml/ser

vices/home/environ/grants.pdf 

Helpful Institutions 
Local Park system 

Zoos 

Power Company 

Water District 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Colleges with Green Initiatives 

 

Websites 

http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/ 

www.for-wild.org/seedmony.html 

http://www.mgaef.org/ 

www.neefusa.org 
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Teaching and Succeeding 

Environmental 

Stewardship for 

Educators 



What’s on the Administrator’s 

mind when you say 

“Sustainability”? 

� $$$ 

 

� Support 

 

� “I don’t know anything about this 

issue.” 

 

� Testing Scores 

 

� Some even may be open to the idea. 

We call this the JACKPOT. 

What’s on the Student’s mind 

when you say “Sustainability”? 

� Recycling 

 

� Recycling 

 

� Save the whales 

 

� Recycling 

 

� Some will have an idea of being 

green/”sustainable” but it is you and 

your fellow colleagues that need to 

give them more than just the 

information, you need to inspire 

them to CARE!!! 

How do I address conservation 

issues? 

With Administration: 

� Try and find ways of support if your 

project requires money by 

fundraising, asking the PTA, penny 

wars with the students, finding a 

grant, etc. 

� How will they accomplish this? That 

one is easy. Before you propose a 

project, have it all planned, detailed 

with some background information so 

they can see step by step how you 

will accomplish your goal and why it 

is important. 

� Using tips provided, try finding ways 

to work material into curriculum. 

Students follow example, if your 

school is a good one then great! 

With Students: 

� Depending on their home life, they 

might not know what sustainability or 

stewardship is. Try to find out what 

they care about most and connect 

environmental issues to those 

concerns. 

� Recycling? Is just a band-aid that fixes 

an issue. Teach them ways to reduce 

and reuse first. That’s why it’s 

REDUCE, REUSE, recycle. 

Why should I add Stewardship to 

my plate? 

 

Stewardship is important because we can tell 

that the world is suffering due to the burden 

we have put on it. Things need to change and 

what better way than to impress the 

importance of taking care of our planet on 

the young ones you spend countless hours 

with. 

You are a role model for your students. 

Monkey see, monkey do. And if as adults we 

show we don’t care about the environment, 

then students won’t either. 

90% of a person’s learning comes from 

outside sources such as media (Mackenzie). 

If as educators you get that 10%, then the 

world will be better taken care of in the long 

run. 

Having more sustainable schools and 

buildings is one way to lead by example but 

the students could have a hand in it and give 

them something they can be proud of. 

Who else is more qualified to educate 

administrators on ways to be sustainable 

than their very own teachers? They’re not 

going to listen to a scientist and all that 

jargon. Short, sweet, to the point and will it 

make money or raise test scores?  

The answer is YES!! 


