
 

 

 
 
REFURBISHING BOILERS AFTER HURRICANES AND EXTREME WEATHER  
 
Boilers that have been exposed to flood conditions may be restored to a safe operating 
condition by taking a number of essential steps. The following procedures are recommended by 
Cleaver-Brooks. 
 
DO NOT ATTEMPT TO START OR OPERATE A BOILER THAT HAS BEEN WHOLLY OR 
PARTIALLY SUBMERGED UNDER WATER until the following steps have been taken:  
 
FIRETUBE BOILERS  
Replace all electrical or electronic devices and wiring.  
Replace insulation on front door, rear head, and air intake.  
Inspect burner components and replace as necessary.  
Clean fireside tube and furnace surfaces.  
Replace safety valves.  
Replace boiler lagging on hot water boilers.  
Dry the refractory by firing boiler on low fire for approximately 8 hours. Steam boilers – boiler 
lagging will dry out during the refractory warm-up.  
 
FLEXTUBE BOILERS  
Replace all electrical or electronic devices and wiring.  
Replace inner panels and roof insulation.  
Poured refractory base – fire thee boiler at low fire to dry out refractory.  
Insulated base – rep lace with new insulation or replace with refractory.  
Inspect burner components and replace as necessary.  
Clean furnace and fireside surfaces.  
Replace safety valves.  
 
MODEL 4 BOILERS 
Replace all electrical or electronic devices and wiring.  
Inspect burner components and replace as necessary.  
Replace insulation on outer panels.  
Replace safety valves.  
 
CLEARFIRE BOILERS  
Replace all electrical or electronic devices and wiring.  
Inspect and clean fireside surfaces.  
Replace blanket insulation.  
Replace burner canister.  
Replace safety valves. 
 
** NOTICE ** 

Boilers that have been in contact with saltwater or brackish water should not be repaired or 

operated without the approval of the local authority having jurisdiction.    

 



 

 

 
** SAFETY ** 
 
Regardless of the skill level or the experience of a service technician or electrician assigned to 

inspecting the unit, the adverse and potential effects of water to the various boiler components 

that have been submerged may not be detected at the time of inspection.  Boilers that have 

been submerged in water for any length of time should be replaced.  
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