Home: What is Heaven Like Right Now

Colossians 3:1-2 (NIV)

1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. ?Set your minds on things
above, not on earthly things.

Acts 1:9-11 (ESV)

9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up,
and a cloud took him out of their sight. ° And while they were gazing into
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, *and
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him
go into heaven.”

HEAVEN IS THE TRUE NORTH

Isaiah 14:13-14 (ESV)

You said in your heart, ‘l will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God | will set
my throne on high; | will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the
north; 141 will ascend above the heights of the clouds; | will make myself like the
Most High!

"“If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the
most probable explanation is that | was made for another world."

HEAVEN HAS ALWAYS BEEN GOD’S HOME

Isaiah 66:1-2a (ESV)

1Thus says the Lord: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what
is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest? 2 All
these things my hand has made, and so all these things came to be,” declares
the Lord.

Psalm 11:4a (ESV)
The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord's throne is in heaven...




Psalm 123:1 (ESV)
To you | lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens!

THE PRESENT HEAVEN IS STILL FULLY HOME

Acts 7:55-56 (ESV)

5 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *® And he said, “Behold, | see the
heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

“Stephen did not see mere symbols of a state of existence. It was rather that his
eyes were opened to see a spiritual dimension of reality which God has hidden
from us in this present age, a dimension which none the less really does exist in
our space/time universe, and within which Jesus now lives in his physical
resurrected body, waiting even now for a time when he will return.” -Wayne
Grudem

2 Corinthians 12:2-4 (ESV)

2] know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body | do not know, God

knows. 3And | know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the
body or out of the body | do not know, God knows— #and he heard things that
cannot be told, which man may not utter.

Luke 23:42-43 (ESV)
42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 3 And
he said to him, “Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 (ESV)

6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.  Yes, we
are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord.

THE FUTURE HEAVEN IS THE FINAL HOME



Isaiah 65:17 (NIV)
See, | will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be
remembered, nor will they come to mind.

2 Peter 3:13 (NIV)
But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a
new earth, where righteousness dwells.

Revelation 21:1-3 (ESV)

1Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And | saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his
people, and God himself will be with them as their God.”

1 Corinthians 2:9 (ESV)
IBut, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of
man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him.”

HEAVEN IS WHERE JESUS IS

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 (ESV)

6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.  Yes, we
are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord.

Philippians 1:22-23 (ESV)

221f | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall
choose | cannot tell. 221 am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.

John 14:1-3 (ESV)
! Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go




to prepare a place for you? 3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also.

What a day that will be

When my Jesus | shall see

And | look upon his face

The one who saved me by his grace
When he takes me by the hand

And leads me through the Promised Land
What a day, glorious day that will be

“For Christians this present life is the closest they will come to Hell. For
unbelievers, it is the closest they will come to Heaven.” Randy Alcorn



