
 
 
 
 
 

Martin Renton: Questions and Answers 
 

 
1.  How can we integrate gender issues in questioning techniques? 
 

Martin: Well, just a very brief response to just skim over the integrating gender 

issues and questioning techniques and we’ve been aware of the fact that 

actually, a lot of the time, we tend to take first responses either from the 

confident, knowledgeable boy in the class or we largely look, as teachers, 

naturally to the table or group of girls so it’s actually around not so much the 

types of questions that we asked to different genders but actually just as a 

teacher where we’re looking, where our eye contact is going in the classroom. 

Using Think, Pair, Share for example or lots of paired talk means that then we 

can focus in on anybody and say tell me what you were thinking about and as 

teachers being aware of the balance around the room, who’s responding and 

give everybody a chance.  

 

2. What professional development can be used to improve the quality of 
teacher questioning techniques to actively engage students in 

learning 21st Century skills? 
 
Martin: Professional Development. I’m here and available so do feel free to get 

in touch. One of the things I do, particularly in Australia a lot is actually model 

questioning techniques in the classroom. So I might have 5 or 10 teachers 

sitting in the room, I’ll have a group of pupils and we’ll just practice some 

questioning techniques like we did today for about 20 minutes with the pupils. 

Pupils go off and then for the remainder of the hour, I’ll sit with those 5 or 10 

teachers and talk about what they notice, what they practice, what would they 

like to try and so on. So I think modelling questioning techniques is a part of 

professional development. If it’s something you feel confident in doing yourself 

in your own school then invite other people in or video yourself to help get 

students that idea of that 21st century skills, a key one in terms of thinking skills 

and language we were talking about today, encouraging students to solve 

problems and to be resilient to challenge and independent definitely. 

 

3. Why and how need to be given more explanation to trigger the 
Thinking skills---- but sometimes the students remain non-
responsive… what do I do? 

 

Martin: Yeah, it can be quite difficult if you have pupils who don’t respond. The 

Think, Pair Share takes that pressure away, often our non-responders have to do 

with pressure. So it can be that engaging them in paired talk but each time you 

ask a question, if you’re still not getting a response, move back a step, move 

back a step until you find a point where this pupil can engage and respond and 

then start building again, ask them the next question. 



 
 

 

 

I don’t know if that makes sense doing this from the computer as an explanation 

but when they haven’t responded, often if something is too difficult try and go 

back a step and ask them a question, go back a step more until you find the 

point where they can engage. 

Rob: You mean a simpler question Martin, by going back? 

Martin: Yeah, either a simpler question to make sure that they’ve understood 

what you mean or to move it away from if we were thinking about the 

knowledge aspect and we’re asking them a skills question, just move it back to 

either an opinion or a reason that they can give is something that’s valid from 

their point of view that they can engage with. As soon as you’ve got them 

talking, build using that funnelling on their starting point, if you like. One of the 

things about an activity like Odd One Out is that it does engage them all because 

it’s a bit of a game and you can get them to shout them out, you can pick on 

individual pupils because they’ve been talking about it together and say, “what 

ideas did you two have,” and get them up. That way, it can take time; don’t 

expect it to happen overnight but over time we can start to get them to respond 

a little bit better.  

4. I teach Arabic - how can you ask these types of question when 
teaching languages? 
 

Martin: You can use these types of questions when teaching language. I’m not a 
language specialist so I’d probably struggle to give you a concise answer now 

but there are some great resources out for teaching modern foreign languages. 
There’s a book by Chris Kington Publishing, there’s a series of books called 

Thinking Through followed by a subject name and there’s one called Thinking 
Through Modern Foreign Languages, if you have a look in that, there's loads of 
ideas for questioning and thinking skills in the teaching of language so you might 

need to vary it to fit the Arabic context but there will certainly be a lot of good 
ideas in there. Equally there’s Thinking Through Geography, History, all of those 

sorts of things if you’re interested. Chris Kington publishing. 
 
5. Sometimes I will ask if others agree with the answer and why or why 

not:  What do you think of this? 
 

(Question answered earlier in call) 



 
 

 
 

 
 
6. How about 'wait time' after a pupil's responded to allow others to put 

forward their own views? 
 

Martin: Definitely one of the things that when we first do a thing like Think, 

Pair, Share we tend to do it quite rigidly and quite by the rules because we’re 

getting used to it so we tend to ask a question, do Think, Pair, Share and then 

move on to the next one but what happens all the time is that as you get used 

to it, you find yourself just saying has nobody got an idea? Turn to the person 

next to you about that for 10 seconds and then I’ll take a response. Then we’ll 

take a response and say, does everybody agree with that? Talk to the person 

next to you for 10 seconds and see if you agree or not. Now what do you think, 

who agrees, who disagrees? So actually you start to blend some of these 

approaches in much more informal ways as it becomes part of the classroom 

ethos, both for you and for the pupils. And again, they get used to doing that 

too. 

 

 
7. What is the difference between the concept mapping and the mind 

mapping 
 

Martin: Mind mapping is the Tony Buzan approach to memory. So mind 

mapping is just about memory so you’d have a central core theme, something in 

the middle and then you’d break it down into smaller details but it’s just there to 

help you remember things. I like to think about it like your folders in your 

computer. So you open a folder called My Pictures, in there you’ve got a lot of 

folders and you open Holidays and in there you’ve got France and in there 

you’ve got the Eiffel Tower and all the detail. Mind mapping’s just there as a 

memory tool to help you remember. 

Concept mapping is where you take the main concepts in a theme or idea. So if 

we were to take, for example, how did the plague spread so rapidly in the 
middle ages or whatever,  then you  might put down the big concepts like 
seagoing trade, rats, houses being close together, very little education on 

medicine, those are big concepts in the idea. And what the students to is draw 
links between the concepts and on that link they write down how the two 

concepts are connected So if they write down seagoing trade and fleas on rats, 
they might draw a line between those two concepts and on it write, “the rats 
were transported between ports,” and put their reason onto that one. I hope 

that makes sense, I actually prefer the phrase “connections mapping,” for 
concept mapping because it’s more about the connections that you’re making. 

Mind mapping is more about what’s on the ends of the lines, the things that 
you’re trying to remember. I hope that’s clear enough without having a sort of 
an illustration to show you but it’s about concepts there. 

 


