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Upcoming GCCA Board meetings will
be held at 7:30 pm at the Episcopal
Church of the Transfiguration, 13925
New Hampshire Ave.  Meetings are in
the room under the sanctuary and are
open to the public.  For information
contact GCCA President Dan Wilhelm
301-384-2698 or email address djwil-
helm@verizon.net

October
10   Columbus Day

11   GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

31   Halloween

1

September
8     Neighborhood Meeting, 7:00 pm

Shaw Ave & Springlock Rd resi-

dents, Church of the Transfigura

tion, 13925 New Hampshire

13   GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

22   Fall Begins

(see directions below)

24   Annual Burtonsville Day 

Celebration, 10:00 am 

www.GreaterColesville.org

November
6     Daylight Savings Time ends,

Turn clocks 1 hour ahead

8     GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

11   Veteran’s Day

24   Thanksgiving

GCCA Officers and Chairs:  President Dan Wilhelm, Vice President Sharon Brown, Treasurer
Marguerite Raaen, Recording Secretary David Michaels, Clarion Editor Nancy Laich 

I am sitting down to write this message in the middle of July,
and my mind is more on summer activities and vacation than look-
ing toward September.  I normally would not be writing this until
late August or early September, but we need to get this Clarion in
your hands the last week of August to announce the neighborhood
meeting scheduled on Sept 8.  Please see the article on page 4 of
this, especially if you live in the south-west quadrant of the Ran-
dolph and New Hampshire intersection.

I trust everyone has had a good summer.  Here in July, it has
been a hot and humid summer already and the forecast is for
more of the same.  I am looking forward to a week at Niagara Falls
and other vacation locations in Pennsylvania. 

The main civic activity this summer will be to start working to
make Viva White Oak a reality.  There is a separate article dealing
with development updates, including this vital project on page 5.
Efforts on Viva White Oak will increase in tempo starting in Sep-
tember and proceed well into next year.  The Planning Board will
need to approve the preliminary plan once it is submitted to them.
The Council will also be asked this fall to approve funding to ex-
tend Industrial Parkway and build a short road from Plum Orchard
Rd to FDA Blvd, in front of the new Adventist Hospital.  The results
of traffic studies on the roads within and near the White Oak Sci-
ence Gateway master plan area are about ready to be shown to
the public.  The study results will identify needed transportation im-
provements, the cost, and propose an allocation of the cost to de-
velopers and to the county/state.

The last major topic I have been engaged in over the last sev-
eral years is the County’s Subdivision Staging Policy (SSP).  The
SSP is a set of policy tools that guide the timing of development
throughout the county to match the delivery of public facilities, es-
pecially transportation and schools.  The rules are evaluated and
updated every four years and this is one of those years. 

Continued on page 3

President’s Message

December
13   GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)
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  Serving MD And DC Since 1988  
7330 CARROLL AVENUE—TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912 

 

We Are Open 7 Days A Week! 
 

Convenient Sunday Hours 9 am to 2 pm 
We Now Offer A Weekend SURGERY Schedule 

We Are Happy To See You And Your Pet                                   
Call Today For An Appointment Or More Information! 
 
 

Having  problems  arranging  a 
suitable  time  for  your  pet’s 
surgery and can’t take time off 
from work during the week ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                             Scan and Save to Phone 
                                        

301.270.4700 
 

  www.TakomaParkAnimalClinic.com 

 

 
 

Offering the highest level of  
Quality, Honesty, Convenient Flexible Times, 

and Lower Cost 
 

Family Owned for Over 30 years 
Licensed, Insured and Bonded 

 
New Clients Get 20% OFF Your  

First Cleaning with this Ad 
 

Call Today For Your FREE Estimate 
 

301 563-3393    240 353-6751 
 

www.AnasHouseKeepingServices.com 
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The Planning Board has developed a number of
far-reaching proposed changes that were sent to
the Council for their consideration this fall.  I have
been very involved with this update and support
the thrust of the proposed changes.  Many of the
changes are being proposed to address lessons
we have learned in eastern Montgomery County.
The proposed changes would allow more eco-
nomic development (rather than chasing it else-
where) to occur in the county so we get the jobs
and increased tax revenues.  Without those rev-
enues, we would face a reduction in public serv-
ices, increased property taxes, or both.  The
other major shift is to increase focus on transit in
those areas of the county where it makes sense.
The transit includes Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) in
our area, plus the Purple Line inside the beltway,
and Corridor Cities Transitway in the Gaithers-
burg/Clarksburg area.  The current SSP is road
centric.  As has been pointed out in the General
Plan since 1964, transit is a necessary compo-
nent of an efficient transportation network in addi-
tion to roads.  The effect of not having a good
transit system is severe congestion, which is pro-
jected to get substantially worse in the next sev-
eral decades without good transit. 

Speaking of BRT, the studies of alternatives
for US29 are still underway and results are pro-
jected to be available this fall.  Everything is still
on track to have BRT operational on US9 in
2020, but there are still many design and funding
decisions to be made.  In late July, Montgomery
County was selected by the United States De-
partment of Transportation for a $10 million
TIGER grant (Transportation Investment Gener-
ating Economic Recovery) to help fund a 14-mile
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system along US 29

There has been a crew surveying in the Tama-
rack Rd area. They are surveying to get informa-
tion to design a WSSC water main replacement
project.  The expected design will be completed
in March 2017, and construction would likely start
in late spring 2017.  The roads involved in the
project include; Tamarack Rd, Allerton Ln, Kilgore
Rd, Leister Dr, Chilton Dr, Rigdale Terr, Mullins

President’s Message     (continued)
St, Billington Rd, Laurie Dr, Broadmore Rd
(maybe only southeast of Cannon Rd), Broad-
more Pl, and Chilton Cir.

We have monthly meetings on the 2nd Tues-
day of each month, except sometimes in August,
where new issues can be brought up by you and
discussed.  We also have speakers come from
time to time.  We don’t have sufficient time to
publish a Clarion announcing these meetings.
The best way to learn about what we are dis-
cussing is to check our web site or Facebook
page.  All are welcome.

Dan Wilhelm
President, GCCA

When 10 Years Is Too Old 
Many homes in Montgomery County have smoke alarms
that are too old. All smoke alarms are manufactured to last
10 years. Then they need to be replaced. Working smoke
alarms can provide the critical early warning needed to

save lives. 
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GCCA has received complaints for several years from residents along Shaw Ave (west of New
Hampshire) and Springlock Road about speeding and higher traffic volumes than expected for a resi-
dential road.  Accordingly, GCCA contacted the Montgomery County Department of Transportation
(DOT).  The most effective tool they have, in our opinion, to reduce speed is speed humps.  In order
to have speed humps installed, a multi-step process is required.  We asked them to start that
process. 

The first step in the process is to determine whether the county criterion is met to have them in-
stalled.  That criterion includes a combination of speed and volume.  The lowest threshold for a sec-
ondary road requires an “operating speed” of 32 mph and a traffic volume of 100 vehicles during the
same one-hour period.  It is possible for a street with fewer than 100 vehicles per hour to qualify, but
to do so requires progressively higher speeds.  The “operating speed” is defined as the speed at or
below which 85% of traffic is traveling.  Said another way, it means that 15% of traffic is traveling
faster than 32 mph.

The county traffic measurement results indicate that the speed and volume criteria were met.  The
peak operating speed was 33.8/33.9 averaged over May 10-12, 2016 at Two Farm Drive and Eldrid
Place respectively.  The three day average traffic volume was 245
vehicles at Two Farm and 113 at Eldrid.  

The next step is the September 8 public meeting to discuss the
possibility of having speed humps installed on these two streets.
DOT representatives will attend the neighborhood meeting to an-
swer questions.  DOT will also post signs that state the street is
being considered for speed humps, and give notice of the meeting.  

On a day following the meeting, GCCA will tell DOT to continue the process or terminate it based
upon what we hear at the meeting.  If the answer is to terminate it, the process would end regardless
of whether any individuals might still be in favor of installing humps.  If the decision is to continue,
DOT would provide polling forms for GCCA to circulate to specific residences that would be identified
on each form.  The completed forms must be returned to DOT within 90 days of issuance.  The forms
would need to indicate support from at least 80% of the specified residences (one vote per house-
hold) that border the street segment.  The regulation also includes a provision for sometimes polling
residences along side streets and cul-de-sacs if they would become totally “landlocked” by speed
humps.  At least 50% support is required from this group.  If a vote is not obtained from an occupied
household, it has the same effect as a vote in opposition because support was not indicated.  Any va-
cant homes would be removed from the polling group.  

The location of speed humps is limited by hills and curves.  DOT has identified two possible speed
humps locations on Shaw Rd between New Hampshire Ave and Springlock Rd and two on Springlock
Rd between Shaw and Springtree Dr (which connects to a traffic signal at Randolph).  A plan indicat-
ing the possible speed hump locations will be presented by DOT staff during the public meeting on
September 8, 2016.

Neighborhood Meeting
Shaw Ave & Springlock Rd

September 8, 7:00 PM
Church of the Transfiguration
13925 New Hampshire Ave.

Neighborhood Meeting to Consider Speed Humps 
For Shaw Ave. and Springlock Rd. residents
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Silver Spring Retirement Residence:  The Planning Board approved the Preliminary Plan on
June 30 for the 155 bed, independent living facility south of the Cambodian Temple on New Hamp-
shire. Their next step is to obtain a contractor to construct the building and obtain construction per-
mits.

Washington Adventist Hospital:  On June 30, the Planning Board approved modifications to the
Site Plan that had been previously approved in December 2008, before the Hospital had submitted its
application to the state to obtain a certificate of need.  The staff report contained 32 conditions that
consumed six pages, all of which the hospital accepted except one.  That one dealt with the parking
structure appearance.  The Planning Board discussed that exception and approved what the hospital
had proposed.  Because of a number of changes that have occurred during the last eight years, the
approval also included the abandonment of the special exception.  The special exception was no
longer needed because the White Oak Science Gateway Master Plan changed the zoning on the
property to the Life Science Zone (from industrial).  Although the adequate public facilities finding
from 1982 is still valid, and thus no road improvements were necessary, the hospital wanted a num-
ber of road changes to provide better access, especially for emergency vehicles.  These improve-
ments included turning lanes on Cherry Hill Rd and Plum Orchard Rd, and a multi-bus pull-off.  The
hospital will also provide an employee shuttle for up to 10 years to their Takoma Park campus and
Metrorail station.  This shuttle will probably cease once the BRT service is available to that area. 

Viva White Oak: The General Development Agreement (GDA) was signed on June 7.  Recall in
the last Clarion that we felt that there was a strong possibility it would not be signed.  It took the per-
sonal involvement of County Executive Leggett and many hours, extended well over a month, to get it
signed.  There were several senior personnel within the Executive Branch who didn’t want the GDA
under any conditions.  Ike had to personally sort out the issues and then reach a deal with the Global
Lifesci Development Corp.  Many people were pressuring the Executive Branch and Ike Leggett to
make the deal happen.  There were four of us pressuring both the County and GLDC to reach a deal. 
Even after the deal was signed, some of those who opposed it spoke to a reporter with the result that
the Washington Post article made it sound like the council would kill it.  While a council staff member
is summarizing the GDA for the council, they have no direct action on it other than to approve funds to
build two roads and demolish the existing buildings on the county land.  That funding decision will not
come before the Council until this fall.  We believe that a majority of the councilmembers still support
the project and we will be speaking with them this fall.  

We are taking a number of steps to make sure people are informed and expect that the seven
largest citizens associations (including GCCA) and LABQUEST will work together as a team to get
the project built.  LABQUEST is a group of citizens, businesses and government entities (county,
state, and federal) that has existed for 25 years.  It has been active in the consolidation of FDA to
White Oak and in obtaining the $1.4B in federal funding needed to construct the FDA buildings.  A
core group of citizens plan to be much more involved than normal over at least the next year with the
Planning Staff/Board who must approve the project plans, the Council who must approve funding as
indicated above, the Executive Branch who will need to review the plans, and with GLDC who will act
as master developer. 

Continued on page 6

Update on Development Projects in Colesville
by Dan Wilhelm
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Montgomery County offers a credit of up to $250 per year per property for energy conservation de-
vices installed or used in a home.  To get this credit, gather up receipts for anything that you pur-
chased between July 1, 2015, and June 30, 2016, that you think might qualify for the credit, fill out
“Section 2:  Energy Conservation Devices” on the easy form online, and submit the form and receipts
to the address on the form. 

You will receive a credit on your July 2015 tax bill (which covers FY2016), which you have already
paid in full (or should have paid in full).  The county will mail you a check for the amount of the credit
since your 2015 tax bill has already been paid.

The county is quite liberal on what qualifies.  According to the form, here are the purchases that
qualify.  “Energy Conservation Device” means a device that:
(1) Reduces the demands for conventional fuels, or increases the efficiency of these fuels, including:
caulking and weatherstripping doors and windows; furnace efficiency modifications; a programmable
thermostat; ceiling, attic, wall, or floor insulation; water heater insulation; storm windows or doors,
multiglazed windows or doors, and heat-absorbed or heat-reflective glazed window or door materials;
any device which controls demand of appliances and aids load management; and any other conser-
vation device, renewable energy technology, and specific home improvement that is determined nec-
essary to assure that energy conservation measures are effective.
(2) Meets safety and performance standards set by a nationally recognized testing laboratory for that
kind of device.  Energy Conservation Device does not include a standard household appliance.

If you think that you have purchased something that might qualify, submit the form and receipts.
The county determines whether your submission qualifies.  Even a furnace tune-up might qualify.  If
you had a window replaced or storm door replaced, it will probably qualify.

The county allocates $100,000 per year toward these credits, but very few homeowners are sub-
mitting the paperwork, so a large amount of the allocation goes unspent each year.  For more infor-
mation and the form, go to www3.montgomerycountymd.gov/311/Solutions.

$250 Property Tax Credit Many County Homeowners Overlook
By Louis Wilen, Montgomery County Civic Federation (MCCF)
The following article is taken from the June 2016 MCCF newsletter

One of the steps we have taken is to develop
fact sheets on four topics:

1. Viva White Oak GDA Summary
2. What is LABQUEST?
3. What is Planned for the White Oak Master

Plan area?
4. What are the benefits of the development

and transportation projects?

Copies of these fact sheets should be avail-
able on the GCCA web site by the time this Clar-
ion is mailed. 

Development Update (continued) Seniors Cautioned -Check Medicare

Advantage Coverage
A recent Washington Post article shed light on a

practice some health insurance companies are using to

automatically enroll new Medicare-eligible seniors into

their Medicare Advantage plans.  The insurer is re-

quired to send a letter that explains the new covereage,

and unless the senior opts out of this switch within 60

days, it will be an automatic conversion.  This could re-

sult in a change of doctors who are not in the new

provider’s network.  

For more information, read the article at www.wash-

ingtonpost.com/national/health-science/senior-surprise-

getting-switched-with-little-warning-into-medicare-adva

ntage.



www.GardeningMD.com  •  connie@GardeningMD.com

MHIC # 107558

specializing in deer resistant landscaping
planting, pruning, coaching, vacation care

 
 

  
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BONIFANT VETERINARY CLINIC
 433 BONIFANT ROAD 

SILVER SPRING, MD 20905 
PH: (301) 236-0044   (301) 384-4101 

www.bonifantvet.com 

 FULL SERVICE CLINIC 
 PREVENTIVE CARE 
 CARE CREDIT PAYMENT PLAN 
 MEDICAL & SURGICAL 
 DENTAL 
 GROOMING 
 PERSONALIZED SERVICE 
 FLEXIBLE HOURS 
 HOUSE CALLS  
 OPEN ON WEEKENDS 
 PLENTY OF PARKING 
 

 COUPON 
2  OFF on Office Visit 

(New Clients Only) 
 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 

COUPON 
$10 OFF Spay/ Neuter/ 

Dental 
 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 
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Expires October 31, 2016 Expires October 31, 2016

The next issue of the Clarion will be mailed in Janu-
ary 2017.  The deadline for submitting news and pho-
tographs is Friday, December 9, 2016

Contact Editor Nancy Laich at 301-412-5301, or
nmkurgan@aol.com

For inquiries about advertising in the Clarion, please
email Dave Michaels at emailbits@gmail.com
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Robert John Coyne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

400 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD, WEST
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20901
(301) 681-5013   FAX (301) 681-8765

Bob@rcoyne-law.com
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Forcey Christian School
Fully Devoted to Christ

Academically, Socially and Spiritually

Located at the corner of E. Randolph Road and

Old Columbia Pike in Silver Spring

www.fcs.school
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• Fully-accredited by MSA and ACSI

• Diverse student body of more than 500
from 3-yr-olds through 8th grade

• Caring, professional staff

• Curriculum exceeds 
national and state standards

• Before and after care offered

• Call 301-622-2281 to schedule a tour.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         
 

 

 
 

Dollar Plus       Giant Food  
Barber Shop       Citibank 

       Tora Beauty Supply         Colesville Floral Design 
 Fast Track Urgent Care   Subway 
 Signature Hair Studio      Little Caesars Pizza 
 Star Nails       Colesville Beer & Wine 
 Parcel Plus                   Pollo-Mex Restaurant 
 Sherwin-Williams            Dunkin Donuts       
 GNC              Wing Wah 
 Ledo Pizza                     Master Method Karate 
 Greek Village Restaurant   
           

 
 

 
 

Giant Food Center at the intersection of 

Randolph Rd. and New Hampshire Ave.  
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Hoffmaster’s Auto Care

Auto Care you can Trust

Serving Colesville for over 30 years

Noel Reitz Now On Staff 

Complete Auto Repairs
Foreign & Domestic

Maryland Sate Inspections

Steve Hoffmaster - Owner

11937 Tech Road
Silver Spring,

MD 20904

(301) 622-9797

$25.95
Lube, Oil
& Filter

Add up to 5 Qts.
motor oil & install

new oil filter

Most cars & light Trucks
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Leading the Way in Colesville 
Area Listings & Sales...... 

 
 

  
You can rely on our 40+ years of experience 

to get the job done right in any market! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

direct: 301-237-3685 / office: 301-384-8700 
e-mail: savercools@mris.com  
web: www.savercoolteam.com 

Dr. JoAnne Carey 301-641-1176

info@pethospicehousecalls.com
Visit our website: www.pethospicehousecalls.com
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GCCA DUES PAYMENT TIME - MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORTANT

PLEASE JOIN GCCA:  The annual dues are $10.00 per person (June 2016 through May 2017).  Contribu-

tions are vital to GCCA’s mission of improving our Colesville community.  Make checks payable to GCCA

and mail to P.O. Box 4087, Colesville, MD  20914.  Or, go to greatercolesville.org and pay online.

NAME(S):__________________________________________________Area # (if known)____________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________PHONE____________________

Dues__________ GCCA Donation___________EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________

GCCA Area Representatives 
(3 representatives per area)

1   Fred Pulliam 144 Bonifant Rd. 384-9094

1   Deborah Mende 144 Bonifant Rd. 240-440-1758

2   Open

3   Marguerite Raaen 14404 Sandy Ridge Rd 384-3307

3   Fred Stichnoth 14105 Cricket Ln 706-6828

4   Henry Morrow 13812 Mills Avenue 384-0827

5   Adrienne Lees 14001 Overton Lane 384-9524

5   Paul Daisey 13910 Overton Ln 651-7148

6   Bill Backof 13814 Shannon Drive 384-7354

7   Open

8   Open

9   Michael Persh 208 Montvale Terr 879-4560

10  Open

11  David Michaels 508 Hawkesbury Lane 622-1805

12  Open

13  Open

14  Robert Bartol 224 Springloch Road 622-5879

15  Open

16  Sharon Brown

17  Pat Corey 41 Shaw Ave 622-5339

18   Ray Rye 12820 Baker Dr. 622-2276

19   Open

20   Chris Naughten 800 Midland Rd 758-3633

21   Sonia Jarl 1228 Crockett Ln. 704-7165

21   Jay Hagler 1325 Crockett Ln   240-994-8993

22   Open

23   Dan Wilhelm 904 Cannon Rd. 384-2698

24   Open

25   Ed Weiler 1008 Mondrian Terr. 236-5956

26   Beverly Roof 12928 Allerton Lane 384-7247

27   Open

28   Otto E. Lewis 12617 Billington Rd. 384-0567

28   George Ezlkpe 1310 Leister Dr. 717-0625

29   Alcira Groomes 204 Valley Brook Dr. 625-8919
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AREA REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED

Support your neighborhood & community

For more information, contact your Area

representative 



Greater Colesville Citizens Association
PO Box 4087
Colesville, MD  20914
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