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Upcoming GCCA Board meetings will
be held at 7:30 pm at the Episcopal
Church of the Transfiguration, 13925
New Hampshire Ave.  Meetings are in
the room under the sanctuary and are
open to the public.  For information
contact GCCA President Dan Wilhelm
301-384-2698 or email address djwil-
helm@verizon.net

June

14   GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

20   Last day of school, Mont. Co.

Public Schools

21   First day of Summer
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May

10   GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

16   GCCA Annual Meeting, 7:00 pm

(see directions below)

21   Armed Forces Day

30   Memorial Day, No School,

www.GreaterColesville.org

July

12    GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

GCCA Officers and Chairs:  President Dan Wilhelm, Vice President Sharon Brown, Treasurer
Marguerite Raaen, Recording Secretary David Michaels, Clarion Editor Nancy Laich 

GCCA ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, May 16, 2016

7:00 - 9:00 PM

Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
13925 New Hampshire Ave.

This year’s annual meeting promises to once again de-

liver important information about happenings in our neigh-
borhoods and East County community.  Come hear the
latest from Montgomery Councilmember Nancy Navarro.

You will have opportunity to raise questions and concerns.

The nominating committee of Otto Lewis, Dave

Michaels, Fred Pulliam, Debbie Mende, Bob Bartol, and Pat
Corey put forth the slate of officer nominations for the up-
coming membership year 2016 - 2017:

President* Dan Wilhelm
Vice President* Sharon Brown
Treasurer* Marguerite Raaen
Recording Secretary* Dave Michaels
Clarion Editor* Nancy Laich

*  Incumbant Officers

Agenda
7:00 Meet and Greet (snacks provided)
7:30 Meeting called to order, elections, and other business
7:45 Councilmember Nancy Navarro:

Update on budget and council actions
8:45 Update on other items of interest

9:00 Adjourn
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NNOO MMoonneeyy DDoowwnn and LLIIFFEETTIIMMEE WWaarrrraannttyy on Workmanship and Service! 
 

CCoommpplleettee RRooooff RReeppllaacceemmeennttss 
RReessiiddeennttiiaall--CCoommmmeerrcciiaall 

SSeeaammlleessss AAlluummiinnuumm GGuutttteerrss && DDoowwnnssppoouutt 
PPrroo TTeecchh AAlluummiinnuumm GGuutttteerr GGuuaarrdd  

•  TTeeaarr OOffff && RReeppllaacceemmeenntt       RRooooff IInnssppeeccttiioonnss 
•  CCoommpplleettee VVeennttiillaattiioonn SSyysstteemmss 
•  CCeerrttiiffiieedd FFiirreessttoonnee IInnssttaalllleerr  

LLIICCEENNSSEEDD && IINNSSUURREEDD   MMHHIICC   2299665599 
CCaallll TTooddaayy ffoorr aa FFRREEEE EEssttiimmaattee 

330011 559988--11885599   330011 994488--77440000  
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Offering the highest level of  
Quality, Honesty, Convenient Flexible Times, 

and Lower Cost 
 

Family Owned for Over 30 years 
Licensed, Insured and Bonded 

 
New Clients Get 20% OFF Your  

First Cleaning with this Ad 
 

Call Today For Your FREE Estimate 
 

301 563-3393    240 353-6751 
 

www.AnasHouseKeepingServices.com 
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President’s Message
May is a transitional time of year.  Many recre-

ational programs are drawing to a close, college se-
mesters are complete, public schools are in the home
stretch, the council has all but completed the capital
and operating budget, and we are into outdoor activi-
ties.  For GCCA, it’s time for our annual meeting
where we will elect five officers for next year.  Coun-
cilmember Nancy Navarro (who lives in Colesville) is
our featured speaker.  Like our monthly meetings, the
community has an opportunity to bring up issues.
Please join us on Monday, May 16 for our annual
meeting.

As we have reported many times, we also have
monthly meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month
where new issues can be brought up by you and dis-
cussed.  We also have speakers come from time to
time.  We don’t have sufficient time to publish a Clar-
ion announcing these meetings.  The best way to
learn about what we are discussing is to check our
web site or Facebook page. 

Elsewhere in the Clarion, you will find a list of
those who have agreed to serve in an elected posi-
tion.  This year, everyone is an incumbent.  Nomina-
tions can also be put forward at the meeting.  In
addition to the elected positions, we have many oth-
ers serving as area representatives and a number of
these people are actively addressing issues of inter-
est to them and the community.  I thank both the
elected and others for spending the time and energy
to address issues that effect the community.  As noted
elsewhere in the Clarion, there are openings for rep-
resentatives in most areas.  If you have an issue, you
can also contact your area representative or me,
rather than waiting for a monthly meeting.

We have had several issues come up recently; 
- The house at 13604 Mills Ave was destroyed

by fire in November 2014, and the house had not
been rebuilt.  It was thus a blight on the neighborhood
and unsafe.  We learned that the property had been
purchased in February 2016 by Chimes Maryland,
and will be used as a group home.  Chimes Maryland
is a non-profit provider of community services for chil-
dren and adults with intellectual and developmental
disabilities and co-occurring disabilities.  We obtained
Nancy Nararro’s help to get the demolition and build-
ing permits issued.  The house has been demolished;
they are targeting for September to have the house
rebuilt.

- A property owner on Old Lyme Dr. called con-
cerning stormwater erosion on the stream crossing
that road and the concern that future storms would
wash out their driveway.  Old Lyme Dr. is a “paper
street” in that the county doesn’t maintain it, but the
property owner uses the right of way for their drive-
way.  This is a difficult problem to address since it falls
into a number of “gray” areas.  We are working to get
the Department of Environmental Protection and De-
partment of Transportation to jointly survey the area to
determine what the county can do relative to stream
erosion and heavy run-off from public roads.

- There is a proposed zoning text amendment
(ZTA) and related bill dealing with renting rooms for
bed and breakfast.  Currently, this use is allowed for
R-200 (half acre) and larger zoned lots.  The ZTA
would allow this use in all residential zones, including
townhouses and high-rises.  It would also allow the
entire house to be rented for short term use – much
like a motel.  We think the present limitation is fine but
have concerns about added traffic and parking limita-
tions in more dense zones.  We also think the owner
or long-term renter needs to be present to ensure the
short-term renter activities are consistent with a resi-
dential area.  We testified as such to the Council.  The
problem is that there are hundreds of such rentals
within the county and almost none of them are regis-
tered with the County.  The County also wants to start
collecting hotel taxes that should be paid for such
uses.  We have learned of a house on Anderson St
where the entire house is regularly rented; the neigh-
bors have seen five or six vehicles from as many
states parked there.  If you know of this type of use
occurring in your street, please let me know.  I would
specifically like to know of any problems that are
being created. 

- There have been concerns about traffic
speeds on Shaw Ave and Springlock Road (New
Hampshire to Springtree Rd).  At our request, the
County has undertaken a traffic study and has deter-
mined that the volume is sufficient to allow speed
humps to be installed.  We have requested the county
to identify where they could be placed.  Once we get
that information, we will hold a neighborhood meeting
to identify the locations and answer questions.  In
order for them to be installed, 80% of the households
along those road sections, and those on other streets
who must drive this section, must agree in writing to
have the speed humps installed.  GCCA is also talk-
ing with those who live along these two roads about
the installation of more street lights. 

Dan Wilhelm, President, GCCA
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On July 1, 2015, the Montgomery County Planning Department M-NCPPC began working on the
Bicycle Master Plan.  The plan will focus on developing a high-quality/low-stress bicycle network and
will consolidate all bicycle recommendations including those from approved Master Plans.  The Plan-
ning Board Draft is scheduled to be complete in April 2017.  

See current Bicycle Master Plan documents online: 
www.montgomeryplanning.org/transportation/bikeways/bicycle_master_plan.shtm.
www.montgomeryplanning.org/transportation/bikeways/documents/

BicycleMasterPlanScopeofWorkAPPROVED.pdf

www.montgomeryplanningboard.org/agenda/2015/documents/
StateofBicyclinginMontgomeryCounty-ReportVersion_000.pdf

The Cycling Concerns Feedback Map at http://mcatlas.org/cyclingconcerns allows the public to
comment on bicycling concerns and route conditions.  These comments will be used to guide the
planners during their work on the Bicycle Master Plan  The map is open to public comment until May
1, 2016.

The Bicycling Level of Traffic Stress (LTS) Map at http://www.mcatlas.org/bikestress/ shows the
levels of traffic stress that cyclists experience on each public road (excluding freeways) and trails in
Montgomery County.  The LTS methodology assigns a numeric stress level to streets and trails based
on attributes like traffic speed, traffic volume, number of lanes, frequency of parking turnover, ease of
intersection crossing, etc.  This map will assist planners in evaluating bicycle route connectivity for bi-
cyclists that tolerate different levels of traffic stress and help to identify and prioritize locations where
investments are needed to reduce the level of traffic stress.

GCCA Area 5 Representative Paul Daisey is a member of the Community Advisory Group for the Bi-
cycle Master Plan.  In addition to viewing the LTS Map and commenting on the Cycling Concerns
Feedback Map you may contact him at 301-651-7148 pdaisey1331@gmail.com to provide input on
the plan.

Montgomery County Bicycle Master Plan
by Paul Daisey

The Valencia Association has formed a sub-committee of interested homeowners to collaborate with Mr.

Coleman, the Principal of Cannon Road School.  As we know, the budget for Montgomery County Public
Schools (MCPS) has grown appreciably, but funding for extra-curricular buses and activities at the elementary
level have been greatly reduced.

The involvement of our community is becoming increasingly important for these young learners. We hope
that community members will join us in supporting the school's enrichment activities.  At the present time Mr.
Coleman notes that it would be extremely helpful to some of the children in grades K-3 to have mentors/tutors
help them in reading and math in order to help build a solid foundation in these important years.  Retirees, as-
sociations, and parents are needed to offer enrichment by reading with some children, or listening to them
read, and also help them with very basic math skills.  Tutors can participate for about one hour, once a week,
twice a month or monthly, and hopefully tutors can make a six month to year-long commitment.  Our committee
would be very excited to welcome other people to become members in this effort to help our children.  Please
call Marge Currie 301-384-6602 for additional information or email her at MZCURRIE@verizon.net.

To Our Neighbors - Mentors/Tutors Needed for Student Enrichment
by Margaret Currie (Valencia Association representative)
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Former GCCA Vice President Bob Yeck passed away March 18, 2016.  Bob was a long time
Colesville resident.  He was a respected and much admired GCCA Board member.  He also served
as Development Review Chairman for GCCA for many years.  

Bob worked tirelessly in his role as Development Review Chair and the many development proj-
ects in our area he helped oversee are an ongoing testament to his hard work, diligence, and sound
judgment. 

Bob was born on December 6, 1920 in LaValle, Wisconsin.  He grew up mainly on a
farm tending animals, crops, and keeping farm equipment operational.  One of his
early jobs was a machinist.  Bob served in the U.S. Army Air Corps in the Pacific dur-
ing World War II.  He remained a reservist in the U.S. Air Force retiring with the rank
of Lieutenant Colonel.  He graduated from Reedsburg Wisconsin High School and
received a B.S. Agriculture degree from the University of Wisconsin.  He began his
career with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) in 1948 while in Wisconsin.
He was later a research director for the USDA at the University of Missouri.  While at

Missouri he completed his education by receiving a M.S. in Agricultural Engineering degree and his
highest achievement, a Doctor of Philosophy.  

In 1960 Dr. Bob Yeck was transferred to Beltsville Maryland assuming the duties of Branch Chief
of farm structures, and retired in 1980 from the USDA as a senior staff scientist.  During the next eight
years, Dr. Yeck was a visiting professor in the Agricultural Engineering Department at the University of
Maryland.  He taught courses and supervised the farm plan exchange program before retiring in
1988.

Dr. Yeck was a professional engineer, a Fellow of American Society of Agricultural Engineers, and
a member of the Society of Sigma Xi.  He was an elder at the First Presbyterian Church of Columbia,
Missouri and the Colesville Presbyterian Church.  He was a Life member of the Reserve Officers As-
sociation and The American Legion.

Dr. Yeck was a Life member of both the University of Missouri and University of Wisconsin Alumni
Associations.  He enjoyed working outdoors, photography, fishing and boating and in his later years,
playing golf with his sons.

Bob Yeck is survived by his wife of seventy-two years Louise, their two sons, William and Alan,
daughter-in–law Linda Ann, three grandchildren James, Stephanie and Sara, grandson-in-law
Michael, and two great grandchildren Nathaniel and Jeremiah.

Bob Yeck is truly a member of the greatest generation and those who served with him in GCCA
admire his grit, stick-to-it attitude, willingness to serve, and his friendly manner.  Bob is an example of
how each of us can make our community better by taking the time to get involved.  Thank you Bob,
we at GCCA salute you.

Bob will be buried with full military honors at Arlington Commentary this August 3, 2016 at 3 pm.

GCCA Salutes Bob Yeck 
For Many Years of Dedicated Community Service
by Dave Michaels
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The Adventist Hospital ground breaking occurred on March 7.  If you have not seen the area be-
hind Target, I would encourage you to drive by and see the progress.  Also information can be found
at http://ourcommunitytransformed.org/.

Viva White Oak is the proposed 300 acre project next to the Adventist Hospital and at FDA Blvd
and Cherry Hill Rd.  This is the partnership between Montgomery County and Percontee, the devel-
oper.  This effort has been stalled for some time because the General Development Agreement
(GDA) between the two organizations has not been signed.  Recall that the Council agreed with the
material terms last June.  To get the GDA agreement executed, John Gudelsky and County Executive
Ike Leggett met on March 24 and reached a final agreement in principle on the GDA.  The agreement
now needs to have the final edits inserted and then be signed.  They agreed that would be accom-
plished no later than Thursday, April 28, 2016, but as of this writing (April 20) this has not been com-
pleted.  The community is working diligently to get this signed.  Both sides are saying very little, but it
appears that no discussions are underway.  If a mutually acceptable GDA cannot be fully executed by
then, the project is not likely to happen.  Many of us in Eastern Montgomery County will be very dis-
appointed, and it will severely limit what can be done relative to economic development,i.e. jobs, and
addressing road congestion in our part of the County.  I think it will have a chilling effect on the entire
county. 

On March 2, the County Executive proposed changes to the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) effort.  For
US Route 29, he proposed programing $6.5M in the County’s Capital Improvements Program (CIP)
budget, which is now before the Council.  They will make a decision by the latter part of May.  The Ex-
ecutive has also directed the County Department of Transportation to have BRT up and running in
less than four years, which is much faster than the prior schedule.  The entire route would use exist-
ing pavement: right shoulder lane north of New Hampshire and converting the right-lane south into a
dedicated bus and HOV lane or mixed traffic.  On MD355, he asked for $5M in the CIP and asked the
state for another $5M to complete the study to determine the Locally Preferred Alternative.  Until BRT
service can be provided on MD355, he is recommending priority Ride On Plus service from Lakefor-
est Transit Center to the Medical Center Metrorail station within two years.

Since the schedule for BRT on US29 has changed, the Montgomery County Department of Trans-
portation has been working with State Highway Administration (SHA) and Maryland Transit Adminis-
tration (MTA) to determine how to restructure the study and to make changes to the consultant’s
contracts.  Corridor Advisory Committees (CACs) have been postponed while those changes are
made, but will resume in the latter half of May.

MCDOT has been working on the application for a Tiger Grant from the Federal Department of
Transportation that will be submitted by the end of April. The grant is asking for funds to implement
BRT on US29 to include the purchase of vehicles and building stations. 

Duffie Companies is planning a 100 bed Home2Suites by Hilton Hotel in the commercial area of
Elton Road in Hillandale, which is off of New Hampshire Ave and next to the Beltway.  They have re-
quested an adequate public facilities determination from the Planning Board.  Their plan is to demol-
ish the existing office building on that site.  Duffie is also working with the Housing Opportunities
Commission (HOC) about expanding the existing senior housing Holly Hall facility across New Hamp-
shire Ave.  Duffie, which owns and operates the Hillandale Shopping Center, is also having discus-
sions with Safeway and other tenants about possible changes to the shopping center, which would
likely include retail at ground level and residences above.

White Oak Science Master Plan Area Updates
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BONIFANT VETERINARY CLINIC
 433 BONIFANT ROAD 

SILVER SPRING, MD 20905 
PH: (301) 236-0044   (301) 384-4101 

www.bonifantvet.com 

 FULL SERVICE CLINIC 
 PREVENTIVE CARE 
 CARE CREDIT PAYMENT PLAN 
 MEDICAL & SURGICAL 
 DENTAL 
 GROOMING 
 PERSONALIZED SERVICE 
 FLEXIBLE HOURS 
 HOUSE CALLS  
 OPEN ON WEEKENDS 
 PLENTY OF PARKING 
 

 COUPON 
2  OFF on Office Visit 

(New Clients Only) 
 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 

COUPON 
$10 OFF Spay/ Neuter/ 

Dental 
 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 
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Expires June 30, 2016 Expires June 30, 2016

The next issue of the Clarion will be mailed in Sep-
tember 2016.  The deadline for submitting news and
photographs is Friday, August 20, 2016

Contact Editor Nancy Laich at 301-412-5301, or
nmkurgan@aol.com

For inquiries about advertising in the Clarion, please
email Dave Michaels at emailbits@gmail.com
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Robert John Coyne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

400 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD, WEST
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20901
(301) 681-5013   FAX (301) 681-8765

Bob@rcoyne-law.com
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Forcey Christian School
Fully Devoted to Christ

Academically, Socially and Spiritually

Located at the corner of E. Randolph Road and

Old Columbia Pike in Silver Spring

www.fcs.school
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• Fully-accredited by MSA and ACSI

• Diverse student body of more than 500
from 3-yr-olds through 8th grade

• Caring, professional staff

• Curriculum exceeds 
national and state standards

• Before and after care offered

• Call 301-622-2281 to schedule a tour.

Congratulations Grads!

Graduation cere-
monies will take
place at DAR Con-
stitution Hall in
Washington, DC.
They will be
streamed live,
courtesy of DAR, on DAR’s website,
www.DAR.org.

Paint Branch HS June 2 10:00 am
Blake HS June 6 10:00 am
Springbrook HS June 7 10:00 am
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Hoffmaster’s Auto Care

Auto Care you can Trust

Serving Colesville for over 30 years

Noel Reitz Now On Staff 

Complete Auto Repairs
Foreign & Domestic

Maryland Sate Inspections

Steve Hoffmaster - Owner

11937 Tech Road
Silver Spring,

MD 20904

(301) 622-9797

$25.95
Lube, Oil
& Filter

Add up to 5 Qts.
motor oil & install

new oil filter

Most cars & light Trucks
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Dr. JoAnne Carey 301-641-1176

info@pethospicehousecalls.com
Visit our website: www.pethospicehousecalls.com
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GCCA DUES PAYMENT TIME - MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORTANT

PLEASE JOIN GCCA:  The annual dues are $10.00 per person (June 2016 through May 2017).  Contribu-

tions are vital to GCCA’s mission of improving our Colesville community.  Make checks payable to GCCA

and mail to P.O. Box 4087, Colesville, MD  20914.  Or, go to greatercolesville.org and pay online.

NAME(S):__________________________________________________Area # (if known)____________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________PHONE____________________

Dues__________ GCCA Donation___________EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________

GCCA Area Representatives 
(3 representatives per area)

1   Fred Pulliam 144 Bonifant Rd. 384-9094

1   Deborah Mende 144 Bonifant Rd. 240-440-1758

2   Open

3   Marguerite Raaen 14404 Sandy Ridge Rd 384-3307

3   Fred Stichnoth 14105 Cricket Ln 706-6828

4   Henry Morrow 13812 Mills Avenue 384-0827

5   Adrienne Lees 14001 Overton Lane 384-9524

5   Paul Daisey 13910 Overton Ln 651-7148

6   Bill Backof 13814 Shannon Drive 384-7354

7   Open

8   Open

9   Michael Persh 208 Montvale Terr 879-4560

10  Open

11  David Michaels 508 Hawkesbury Lane 622-1805

12  Open

13  Open

14  Robert Bartol 224 Springloch Road 622-5879

15  Open

16  Sharon Brown

17  Pat Corey 41 Shaw Ave 622-5339

18   Ray Rye 12820 Baker Dr. 622-2276

19   Open

20   Chris Naughten 800 Midland Rd 758-3633

21   Sonia Jarl 1228 Crockett Ln. 704-7165

21   Jay Hagler 1325 Crockett Ln   240-994-8993

22   Open

23   Dan Wilhelm 904 Cannon Rd. 384-2698

24   Open

25   Ed Weiler 1008 Mondrian Terr. 236-5956

26   Beverly Roof 12928 Allerton Lane 384-7247

27   Open

28   Otto E. Lewis 12617 Billington Rd. 384-0567

28   George Ezlkpe 1310 Leister Dr. 717-0625

29   Alcira Groomes 204 Valley Brook Dr. 625-8919
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AREA REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED

Support your neighborhood & community

For more information, contact your Area

representative 
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