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Upcoming GCCA Board meetings will
be held at 7:30 pm at the Episcopal
Church of the Transfiguration, 13925
New Hampshire Ave.  Meetings are in
the room under the sanctuary and are
open to the public.  For information
contact GCCA President Dan Wilhelm
301-384-2698 or email address djwil-
helm@verizon.net

April

4 Maryland 50+ Employment 

Expo, Bethesda N. Marriott Hotel,

10 am - 3 pm

12   GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

23   Passover

26   Primary Election Day, no school,

Mont. Co. Public Schools
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March

17   St. Patrick’s Day

20   First Day of Spring

25   Spring Break begins, No School,

Mont.Co. Public Schools

27   Easter Sunday

www.GreaterColesville.org

May

10    GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

President’s Message

The GCCA Board has added another new member to its Board
since the January newsletter.  A hearty welcome to Chris Naugh-
ten, Area 20, who lives on Midland Rd.  We have plenty of Board
vacancies for more people to join.

I am writing this article on a snowy President’s day.  I recall the
snow in January, and the difficulty snow plows had clearing the
snow.  One step that would help them, and us, is for everyone to
park their vehicles in the driveway, assuming you have space. 

To address issues that affect GCCA residents, I have found that
we need to consider those that affect the entire county or eastern
Montgomery County, and they need to be addressed in coordina-
tion with other groups.  In this issue there are separate articles on
several items that we are following.  In addition:
• We have had reports from time to time about robberies from
unlocked cars, including those parked in carports.  We encourage
everyone to lock their parked cars.
• We have also had reports of mail being stolen from home
mailboxes.  For outgoing mail that contains checks, consider mail-
ing them at the post office to avoid this problem. 

I encourage everyone to attend our monthly meetings.  The
GCCA Board meets the second Tuesday of each month starting at
7:30 PM.  We hear from residents, address issues that came up
since the last meeting, discuss on-going items, and conduct other
business.  New topics come up nearly every month and the meet-
ings are a good way to find out want is going on and to provide
you a voice in deciding what action we should take. 

I hope to see you at GCCA board meeting.

Dan Wilhelm
President, Greater Colesville Citizens Association

GCCA Officers and Chairs:  President Dan Wilhelm, Vice President Sharon Brown, Treasurer
Marguerite Raaen, Recording Secretary David Michaels, Clarion Editor Nancy Laich 
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Quality, Honesty, Convenient Flexible Times, 
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Family Owned for Over 30 years 
Licensed, Insured and Bonded 

 
New Clients Get 20% OFF Your  

First Cleaning with this Ad 
 

Call Today For Your FREE Estimate 
 

301 563-3393    240 353-6751 
 

www.AnasHouseKeepingServices.com 
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Meet the East County Village Seniors (ECVS)

About a year ago, I heard on the news about a lady who was losing her home because a dishon-
est service provider had scammed her out of $300,000.  And, that was just the beginning of many
other stories of seniors scammed by unscrupulous people.  It was shocking and sad enough to in-
cense me to not want to be a victim, nor do I want that for any of my family or friends.  I approached
some of my East County Senior Fit exercise buddies and asked them about starting a list of honest,
reliable service providers so that we could live safely and comfortably in our own homes.  They liked
the idea.  My next suggestion was perhaps we could get volunteer teenagers from the Community
Center to perform snow removal and lawn mowing services for a nominal fee.  

That is how we got loosely organized.  The next step was to put our plan in motion.  I contacted a
young lady named Lanita Whitehurst whom I had met the previous fall during a community cleanup.
She was a Network Facilitator (now a director) at IMPACT Silver Spring.  She put me in contact with
Pazit Aviv, Dept. of Health & Human Services, Aging and Disabilities, Village Coordinator. 

Under Pazit’s tutelage, and support from Lanita, we developed a village.  Villages are communities
of people who work together to accomplish common goals and concerns - to ensure the safety and
well being of its residents.  Our major common goal is to remain in our homes as long as we live or
“age in place”.  In order to accomplish this we are creating a directory of honest, reliable, professional
and volunteer service providers from within our community of East County.  We also offer health,
safety, and wellness classes to members and affiliates.  Based in the East County Community Center,
which is within the nicely landscaped complex of the East County Regional Service Center, a Day
Care Center and the Greencastle Elementary School, our vision for this community, as it is currently,
is to bring as many needed services to resident seniors enabling us to remain in our own homes. 

We are now a nonprofit corporation with 501(c) (3) status.  We are a totally volunteer village in that
we collect no dues or charge fees for any of the classes.  Classes and presentations are conducted
by professionals from the county or clinicians from Holy Cross Hospital.  Oftentimes, we have leaders
from other villages speak to us about their visions and services provided.  I handle phone requests for
service providers and referrals to other organizations with whom we partner.  

I am the Village president and chairperson of the board (all “hand-picked” volunteers).  The ECVS
Board, only in existence since incorporating in November 2015, includes the vice president, JoAnn
Burl, who is not a senior, but a very active community volunteer; a very reliable and dedicated secre-
tary - my right hand, Nisa Ramakdawala; a treasurer who was “kinda coerced” into the position being
one of two men currently in the village, Duane Straub; and two honorary directors who were a part of
the original group.  The Board of Directors, all excellent choices, are smart, alert, dedicated, and have
my back. 

As I have been responsible for the scheduling and organizing of the village activities since our in-
ception, responsibilities are now being envisioned as activities that require more participation and
sharing.  Our membership has grown – somewhat, however, our short term goal is to build our mem-
bership and establish more partnerships from within the existing East County community to include
faith-based organizations.  We plan an Open House in April to accomplish our Membership Drive.  

Sylvia Saunders, President, East County Village Seniors, gave a presentation during the

January GCCA board meeting.  She submitted the following article based on her talk.
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The next meetings of the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Corridor Advisory Committees (CAC) on US 29
are March 9 (US 29 South) and March 10 (US 29 North).  Information from past meetings and an-
nouncements of scheduled meetings are posted at http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/rts. 

Other than the CAC meetings, the major activity in this area is with the Council and the Executive.
The County Executive sent his proposed Capital Improvements Program (CIP) to the Council on Jan-
uary 15, and will be sending his recommendations for the operating budget on March 15.  The Execu-
tive indicated in his CIP transmittal memo that he plans on submitting an amendment this spring
(probably with the operating budget) for both the White Oak Science Gateway Master Plan trans-
portation infrastructure and BRT. 

We feel that the Executive’s proposal for the BRT was lacking.  The council felt the same way and
seven members signed a letter to the Executive urging his action on January 20, 2016.  Their letter
indicated the following:

We are concerned that we are losing momentum on this critical issue at a critical time for our

county.  Investing in transit is key to maintaining Montgomery County’s economic competitiveness.

Our neighbors in Northern Virginia have invested in the Silver Line, the Route 1 Metroway, and are

making bold plays to improve the I-66 corridor.  Without adequate transit, responsible economic de-

velopment will not happen in our community.

The letter then stated, We continue to believe that a six-pronged approach to advancing Phase 1

of RTS (MD 355 North and South, U.S. 29, and Veirs Mill) will move us closer to our transit future. 

The six approaches are:
1. Marketing and branding
2. Funding planning and preliminary engineering in FY17-22 CIP (this is the work the CAC is re

viewing)
3. Develop a real and viable financing plan
4. Push Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) to develop a more rapid timeline and to work with

partners (their schedule didn’t have US29, MD 355 and Veirs Mill operational until the middle
of the next decade).

5. Ensure that MTA does not “over-engineer” RTS.  State Highway Administration (SHA), which is
a partner in the design, has been guilty to a substantial degree.

6. Continue to dedicate high-level staff effort

GCCA supported all six of these points and pointed out that the second item is most important for
the CIP at this time. Without economic development, the taxes collected from business will not keep
up and may actually go down. Without these taxes, one of three actions will need to occur in the fu-
ture: residential property taxes go up, services go down, or both. 

We don’t expect to hear the Executive’s response until the proposed operating budget is submitted
on March 15. 

Bus Rapid Transit & White Oak Economic Development

Budget Process Underway

by Dan Wilhelm
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Every even year in May, the Montgomery County council approves a six year Capital Improve-
ments Program (CIP).  A few amendments to this plan occur during odd years.  GCCA testified on
February 11 that first and foremost, the county needs to maintain our existing infrastructure, including
buildings, transportation system, and improving our stewardship of the environment.  We support ad-
ditional spending for the following new projects: 

GCCA Testifies on Behalf of Community
Needs for Local Capital Improvements Projects

-   Provide intersection improvements to support economic development envisioned by 
the White Oak Science Gateway Master Plan (discussed elsewhere)

-   Build the Purple Line (part of the overall transit system)
-   Replacement of old Ride-On vehicles
-   Replacement of bridges that are structurally deficient or functionally outdated
-   Repair and resurfacing of County Roads (more funding needed to address the cur

rent
backlog, which is a major concern in Colesville)

-   Build the Burtonsville Access Road (Behind the commercial area by the school to 
address safety on MD 198)

-   Construct the replacement of the Good Hope Neighborhood Recreation Center
-   Renovate Brookside Gardens
-   Rehabilitate the Hillandale Local Park 
-   Renovate the Jackson Road Aquatic Center 
-   Add a new Child Care Center at Burtonsville Elementary School
-   Construct an addition to the Greencastle ES 
-   Develop plans to add classrooms to the Burtonsville ES 
-   Revitalize the Colesville/NH Retail area (to improve appearance)

BEWARE!  Scam Phone Calls Again 
Demand Money to Prevent Arrest 

Telephone scammers are using the guise of a sheriff’s deputy to extort people into sending money
to avoid arrest.  Recently, over 50 residents reported receiving a scam telephone call requesting
money or credit card information.  The caller, falsely claiming to be from the sheriff's office, says a
warrant has been issued and will be served unless money is paid.  The caller has also left voice mail
messages with a call-back number that is answered by a realistic law enforcement sounding recorded
announcement.

Residents are warned to never provide unsolicited callers with credit card or bank information.
Deputy Sheriffs will never call and threaten arrest or demand payment.  If you believe that you are the
victim of fraud and have given financial information to the scammer, contact the Montgomery County
Department of Police at (301) 279-8000.

For more information go to http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/sheriff/
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The county has completed its traffic study of
Shaw/Springlock ,and we are having discus-
sions with them about which steps make the
most sense to address traffic speed on these
roads.

The East County Citizens Advisory Board
(ECCAB) is involved in two items of interest to
us.  First, they have been looking at getting the
county to have a fireworks display in eastern
county.  One of the venues elsewhere in the
county where such a display has been held fell
through.  The Board has sent a letter requesting it
be moved to east county this year.  Time will tell
whether that request will be successful. 

The second item is a county plan to build an
affordable/market rate senior housing rental
project on part of the land/parking lot outside the
Regional Government Services Center at 3300
Briggs Chaney Road.  We first learned of this
project at their February 10, 2016 meeting.  The
County issued a request for proposal about two
years ago and selected KB Companies to build
the project.  It will contain 122 independent living
units.  It sounded like the county is only providing
land and will provide a 99 year lease to KB.  The
biggest problem with it is that they plan to remove
90 existing parking spaces and then residents
would use another 72 spaces.  That leaves too
few next to the government center.  

The GCCA Parks Committee recently met with
the County Parks Department concerning the
trail in Northwest Branch.  The Parks Commit-
tee is interested in having the trail as close to the
stream as possible.  The Committee volunteered
to pay for and construct a bridge over the stream
that could possibly open up an additional area for
the trail.  The person they talked to opposed the
Committee’s idea citing the expense of an engi-
neering study and other expenses as being too
high to justify the construction of a new bridge.  

A family on Smith Village Road within the

Update on Activities Affecting
Eastern Montgomery County

Joining GCCA is Now Easier 

We have recently upgraded our GCCA web
site.  We have made our GCCA site more
user-friendly and given it a new look and feel.
In addition to linking our web site to the new
GCCA Face Book page, we have made joining
GCCA easier than ever.  Just go to:
http://greatercolesville.org/join and click on the
PayPal “Join Now” button.  Save yourself time,
a stamp, and an envelope and join GCCA on-
line with your credit card, debit card, or PayPal
account.  Give it a try.  It’s quick, easy and
convenient.  Most of all you’ll be supporting the
Citizens Association that’s been serving you
since 1959. 

Tamarack Triangle Civic Association (TTCA) area
is parking at least six large dump trucks on
their property and the neighbors are complaining
about the noise and fumes.  The property owner
requested a non-conforming certificate from De-
partment of Permitting Services (DPS) contend-
ing the practice has existed since before 1928
and that another certificate had been issued for a
property on E. Randolph Road, which is within
GCCA’s area.  DPS denied the request and the
property owner appealed to the Board of Ap-
peals.  The County Attorney, representing DPS,
presented three hours of testimony on Feb 10;
the attorney for the property owner will present
their side on March 2.  Both TTCA and GCCA
have attended the hearing.  From what the
County Attorney presented, we don’t envision
that the appeal of the DPS denial will be success-
ful. 

The neighbors in Valencia Citizens Associa-
tion are concerned about the poor quality of ed-
ucation students are receiving at Cannon Road
Elementary School. They have formed a commit-
tee, with GCCA participation, to work with the
school and county officials to try to improve the
situation. 



www.GardeningMD.com  •  connie@GardeningMD.com
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BONIFANT VETERINARY CLINIC
 433 BONIFANT ROAD 

SILVER SPRING, MD 20905 
PH: (301) 236-0044   (301) 384-4101 

www.bonifantvet.com 

 FULL SERVICE CLINIC 
 PREVENTIVE CARE 
 CARE CREDIT PAYMENT PLAN 
 MEDICAL & SURGICAL 
 DENTAL 
 GROOMING 
 PERSONALIZED SERVICE 
 FLEXIBLE HOURS 
 HOUSE CALLS  
 OPEN ON WEEKENDS 
 PLENTY OF PARKING 
 

 COUPON 
2  OFF on Office Visit 

(New Clients Only) 
 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 

COUPON 
$10 OFF Spay/ Neuter/ 

Dental 
 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 
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Expires June 30, 2016 Expires June 30, 2016

The next issue of the Clarion will be mailed in May,
2016.  The deadline for submitting news and photo-
graphs is Friday, April 15, 2016

Contact Editor Nancy Laich at 301-412-5301, or
nmkurgan@aol.com

For inquiries about advertising in the Clarion, please
email Dave Michaels at emailbits@gmail.com
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Spring Is In The Air At 
Montgomery Co. Recreation 

Registration for the Recreation Department's
spring programs is now open. Programming op-
tions include a wide variety of classes and pro-
grams intended to help participants stay active
and have fun. Offerings include creative arts,
aquatics, sports, therapeutic recreation services
and active adult senior programming. For online
registration or to view the programming guide on-
line, go to www.montgomerycountymd.gov/rec. 



Robert John Coyne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

400 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD, WEST
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20901
(301) 681-5013   FAX (301) 681-8765

Bob@rcoyne-law.com
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Forcey Christian School
Fully Devoted to Christ

Academically, Socially and Spiritually

Located at the corner of E. Randolph Road and

Old Columbia Pike in Silver Spring

www.fcs.school
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• Fully-accredited by MSA and ACSI

• Diverse student body of more than 500
from 3-yr-olds through 8th grade

• Caring, professional staff

• Curriculum exceeds 
national and state standards

• Before and after care offered

• Call 301-622-2281 to schedule a tour.
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Hoffmaster’s Auto Care

Auto Care you can Trust

Serving Colesville for over 30 years

Noel Reitz Now On Staff 

Complete Auto Repairs
Foreign & Domestic

Maryland Sate Inspections

Steve Hoffmaster - Owner

11937 Tech Road
Silver Spring,

MD 20904

(301) 622-9797

$25.95
Lube, Oil
& Filter

Add up to 5 Qts.
motor oil & install

new oil filter

Most cars & light Trucks
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Dr. JoAnne Carey 301-641-1176

info@pethospicehousecalls.com
Visit our website: www.pethospicehousecalls.com
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GCCA DUES PAYMENT TIME - MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORTANT

PLEASE JOIN GCCA:  The annual dues are $10.00 per person (June 2015 through May 2016).  Contribu-

tions are vital to GCCA’s mission of improving our Colesville community.  Make checks payable to GCCA

and mail to P.O. Box 4087, Colesville, MD  20914.  Or, go to greatercolesville.org and pay online.

NAME(S):__________________________________________________Area # (if known)____________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________PHONE____________________

Dues__________ GCCA Donation___________EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________

GCCA Area Representatives 
(3 representatives per area)

1   Fred Pulliam 144 Bonifant Rd. 384-9094

1   Deborah Mende 144 Bonifant Rd. 240-440-1758

2   Nancy Laich 412-5301

3   Marguerite Raaen 14404 Sandy Ridge Rd 384-3307

3   Fred Stichnoth 14105 Cricket Ln 706-6828

4   Henry Morrow 13812 Mills Avenue 384-0827

5   Adrienne Lees 14001 Overton Lane 384-9524

5   Paul Daisey 13910 Overton Ln 651-7148

6   Bill Backof 13814 Shannon Drive 384-7354

7   Open

8   Open

9   Michael Persh 208 Montvale Terr 879-4560

10  Open

11  David Michaels 508 Hawkesbury Lane 622-1805

12  Open

13  Open

14  Robert Bartol 224 Springloch Road 622-5879

15  Open

16  Sharon Brown

17  Pat Corey 41 Shaw Ave 622-5339

18   Ray Rye 12820 Baker Dr. 622-2276

19   Mark Burg 1100 Orchard Way 706-2606

20   Chris Naughten 800 Midland Rd 758-3633

21   Sonia Jarl 1228 Crockett Ln. 704-7165

21   Jay Hagley 1325 Crockett Ln   240-994-8993

22   Open

23   Dan Wilhelm 904 Cannon Rd. 384-2698

24   Open

25   Ed Weiler 1008 Mondrian Terr. 236-5956

26   Beverly Roof 12928 Allerton Lane 384-7247

27   Open

28   Otto E. Lewis 12617 Billington Rd. 384-0567

28   George Ezlkpe 1310 Leister Dr. 717-0625

29   Alcira Groomes 204 Valley Brook Dr. 625-8919

11

AREA REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED

Support your neighborhood & community

For more information, contact your Area

representative 
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