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Upcoming GCCA Board meetings will

be held at 7:30 pm at the Episcopal

Church of the Transfiguration, 13925

New Hampshire Ave.  Meetings are in

the room under the sanctuary and are

open to the public.  For information

contact GCCA President Dan Wilhelm

301-384-2698 or email address djwil-

helm@verizon.net

April

2     Youth Job Fair, 11 am - 2 pm,

One Veteran Place, Silver Spring

letsgetstartedyouthjobfair.com

8    GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

14   Spring break, Mont. Co. Schools

No school thru April 21

15   Passover

20   Easter 

22   Earth Day

May

11    Mother’s Day

13    GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

17   Strawberry Festival, 

10 am - 4 pm, Good Hope

Community Center
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President’s Message
Spring is coming! From a civic activity point of view, the winter has gone by

fast because of the large number of activities.

If you will recall, I had applied to complete the term for the County Council

District 5 position.  A total of 18 people applied, of which the council decided

to interview 14. The interviews were held in the main Council hearing room

over three days and broadcast live on county TV, so all who wanted could also

listen. I think making the process public was a good idea. The other eight

councilmembers selected Cherri Branson to complete the term. Congratula-

tions to Ms. Branson. She will serve until the newly elected member is sworn

in early in December.  Don’t forget to vote in the June primary and November

general election. Now is the time to start learning about the candidates for all

the offices.  In terms of  the Council election, parts of GCCA are in District 5

and the other parts in District 4. 

The Education Committee has also been very active. I urge you to read their

article elsewhere in this newsletter (see page 3). I have been active on the

White Oak Science Gateway (WOSG) Master Plan and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT),

which is also reported elsewhere in this newsletter (see page 5). 

The Council has accepted zoning code changes after the Council and Plan-

ning Staffs worked the last month making some organizational changes to the

document. The new zoning code can be found at:

http://montgomeryplanning.org/development/zoning/

The Planning Staff had developed a set of procedures for applying the new

zones to non-residential areas. Residential zones are unchanged. I looked at

the proposed changes for Colesville, which today is approximately 23 acres of

C-1 (Convenience Commercial) and one property in the CT zone (Commercial

Transition). The new procedures apply three different zoning categories at two

different density classifications. They are proposing the 7-11 store be one

zone, the McDonalds next door a different zone and the strip offices next to

that a third zone. I have invited the Planning Staff to attend the next GCCA

meeting on April 8 so that we can understand the rationale for the hodge-

podge of zones and densities. My preliminary assessment is that we will ask

that changes be made so that the zoning is more consistent and uniform. This

would be a great chance for others in the community to learn more about the

new commercial zones, and I urge you to attend the meeting. 

Dan Wilhelm

March
29   Grow It, Eat It! Open House,

8:30 am - 1 pm, Mont. Co.

Extension Agricultural History

Farm Park, 18410 Muncaster Rd

www.GreaterColesville.org



Mercedes–Benz Specialists

Pulliam Engineering
144 Bonifant Road, Silver Spring, MD 20905

www.pulliamengineering.com

When Your Service Provider Lets You Down Call Us!!

We Value Our Customers
High Quality Service for Your Mercedes

Factory Trained Technicians

The Latest Diagnostic Equipment

Competitive Prices

Committed to Getting Your Mercedes Back To You On Time

Fred Pulliam
“Expert Repairs, Quality Service”

(301) 384-9094, Monday-Friday 8:00-6:00

 EE..HH.. PPhhiiffeerr 
PPhhiiffeerr CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn CCoommppaannyy,, IInncc.. 

WWIINNDDOOWW,, SSIIDDIINNGG,, AANNDD RROOOOFFIINNGG CCOONNTTRRAACCTTOORRSS 
Established 1987 

16021 Industrial Drive 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

 

““SSeerrvviinngg tthhee MMeettrrooppoolliittaann MMaarryyllaanndd AArreeaa”” 
wwwwww..EEHHPPhhiiffeerr..ccoomm

 

NNOO MMoonneeyy DDoowwnn and LLIIFFEETTIIMMEE WWaarrrraannttyy on Workmanship and Service! 
 

CCoommpplleettee RRooooff RReeppllaacceemmeennttss 
RReessiiddeennttiiaall--CCoommmmeerrcciiaall 

SSeeaammlleessss AAlluummiinnuumm GGuutttteerrss && DDoowwnnssppoouutt 
PPrroo TTeecchh AAlluummiinnuumm GGuutttteerr GGuuaarrdd  

•  TTeeaarr OOffff && RReeppllaacceemmeenntt       RRooooff IInnssppeeccttiioonnss 
•  CCoommpplleettee VVeennttiillaattiioonn SSyysstteemmss 
•  CCeerrttiiffiieedd FFiirreessttoonnee IInnssttaalllleerr  

LLIICCEENNSSEEDD && IINNSSUURREEDD   MMHHIICC   2299665599 
CCaallll TTooddaayy ffoorr aa FFRREEEE EEssttiimmaattee 

330011 559988--11885599   330011 994488--77440000  

   SSeerrvviinngg MMaarryyllaanndd MMeettrrooppoolliittaann AArreeaa            

•

•

•
#

““WWaasshhiinnggttoonn CChheecckkbbooookk MMaaggaazziinnee HHiigghheesstt QQuuaalliittyy RRaattiinngg”” 
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One Montgomery contributed to an MCCPTA (Montgomery County Council of Parent-Teacher Associa-

tions) Northeast Consortium meeting held at Springbrook High School on January 13. The focus of the meeting

was community engagement in our schools. 

Ed Wetzlar, co-chair of GCCA’s Education Committee, described GCCA’s role in the community. It was Ed’s

concern about the poor statistics and academic performance at Springbrook that inspired the creation of the Ed-

ucation Committee and One Montgomery. Fred Stichnoth, also co-chair, briefly presented some of the statistics

which should raise concern. Dan Reed and Marva Deskins Hamilton, members of One Montgomery, described

how school academic performance affects community property values, economic development and stability. 

In the concluding open forum, PTSA and community members addressed questions and comments to Tim

Warner, MCPS’ Chief Engagement and Partnership Officer, and other MCPS participants (including Spring-

brook principal Samuel Rivera). The meeting represented the strong connection between our schools and our

community, and a promise to make it even stronger. A complete report on the meeting is available on One

Montgomery’s blog: http://onemontgomery.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/nec-meeting-report-1-13-14.pdf.

Dr. Starr responded to the report on the meeting with appreciation for the community engagement efforts,

stating that the report gives him and his team “great insight into the perspectives and thoughts of the North East

Consortium (NEC) and can serve as a platform for our partnership and collective work.”

One Montgomery is now planning to hold a third community meeting, in late March in downtown Silver

Spring. These meetings foster the greater community’s commitment to “strong schools, strong neighborhoods,

strong economy.” To help us, contact Ed Wetzlar, edwardwetzlar@verizon.net, or Fred Stichnoth, fred.stich-

noth@yahoo.com.  

ENGAGING COMMUNITY IN OUR SCHOOLS

Mark your calendar for Saturday May the 17th!  The Good Hope/C-4 Strawberry Festival (for-

merly the Colesville Strawberry Festival) will be hosted at the Good Hope Community Center

located at 14715 Good Hope Road in Silver Spring, MD from 10am-4pm. The festival is co-

sponsored by C-4, the Colesville Council of Community Congregations, and the Montgomery

Country Recreation Department. 

We are in search of volunteers, vendors, performers, local charities, and anyone else who

would like to play a role in this long-standing, fun tradition. We will have all of the original fes-

tival’s food, games, and entertainment as in past years. We are adding a new exciting twist to

the entertainment portion of the festival. This year, we will also have a talent contest.  First,

second, and third place prizes will be awarded.  For vendor information, call Carol at 916-812-

1470. For more information about volunteer and/or entertainment opportunities, call Alyssa at

703-851-5993.  

We Have Our Strawberry Festival Back!
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Ever since it was founded in 1969, Robin Hood Swim Club has served the Colesville community
as a summer hub for neighborhood families, many of whom have been coming back generation after
generation. Members flock to the pool from May until September to reconnect with summer friends at
a variety of social, charity and sports-related events. 

Summer 2013 was a particularly exciting sum-
mer for Robin Hood, which saw both its swim
team and its dive team rack up huge successes.
Longtime swim coach Brian Camp noted it was
really a “special” summer, culminating in the team
going 5-0 in dual meets and then capping off the
season by winning at divisionals as well. In addi-
tion, a total of 21 swimmers made it to the
county’s annual All Star Relay and Individual
meets. The payoff to all that success? Robin
Hood Swim Team this summer will jump several
divisions in Montgomery County Swim League,
moving from Division F to Division C, the highest
spot for Robin Hood since 2006. 

The Robin Hood Dive Team also had a surprisingly successful summer. The divers moved up a di-
vision in 2013, which had them starting the season seeded last in their new division. But week after
week, they “shockingly steamrolled” their way through Division III, according to head dive coach
James Barnett. The dive team, like the swim team, racked up a 5-0 regular season and then went on
to win big at divisionals as well.

“We had a very strong contingent of talented and energetic younger divers who contributed to the
success of the team this year, but the only way we can be successful in Division II is to have older
divers (age 13+) join the team,” said Barnett, who already is looking forward to repeating the team’s
success in summer 2014.

While the swim team and the dive team may seem to dominate the focus at Robin Hood for much
of the summer, Robin Hood also boasts an active adult volleyball league and offers a number of other
activities, such as swim and tennis lessons and organized group workouts. Still, the underlying ap-
peal of the pool remains the community feel and the neighborhood oasis that the swim club provides
for members, whether they participate on the pool’s teams or not. Families come back year after year
for the friendships and the sense of community that Robin Hood provides. 

*Jeanne Weiland is a club member.  Kristen Wendel is Membership Chair on the pool board.

Neighborhood Pool a Summer-Time Hub for Colesville
by Jeanne Weiland and Kristen Wendel*

Swim meet at Robin Hood Swim Club - Summer, 2013.

Board of Elections Seeks Student Election Aides
The Montgomery County Board of Elections is seeking school-age students, grades 6-12, to participate in its "Future

Vote" program. Future Vote students will serve as Election Day student aides during the 2014 Gubernatorial Primary

Election on Tuesday, June 24. There will also be opportunities for students to assist the Board of Elections with a va-

riety of activities before Election Day. 

Interested parents/guardians may register their student(s) before May 1, 2014 online.

For more election information, call 240-777-VOTE, visit www.777vote.org
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The County Council public hearing for the White
Oak Science Gateway (WOSG) Master Plan (MP) was

held on February 4. As with most council meetings, it

was broadcast live on county TV. All the county TV

broadcasts are available on the county web site at:

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/

OnDemand/index.html. 

Some 37 people signed up to speak on different as-

pects of the master plan. The major issue at the hear-

ing was transportation and whether Bus Rapid Transit

(BRT) and grade separated interchanges along US 29

should be operational to some degree before the devel-

opment is allowed to proceed. This is referred to as

staging. I and many others supported the plan without

staging in part since the county has failed for over 30

years to provide the transit that was promised in 1981.

I have no reason to believe that transit would be pro-

vided now if the development were delayed, which is

what we have been living with since the middle 80’s.

The development will provide substantial funds (over

$125M from just the 300 acre Percontee and Life Sci-

ence properties along Cherry Hill Road) over a period

of years that would be applied to transit, if the pro-

posed amendment to the Subdivision Staging Policy

(SSP) is also approved. 

Many of us want the development now in order to

attract good paying jobs to the eastern part of the

county. FDA is the draw for those jobs. We need to

take advantage of the presence of FDA now before the

development and jobs moves to Howard or Prince

George Counties. If that happens, they get the tax rev-

enue, and we get the traffic and fail to get our area re-

vitalized.  It will take some 10-20 years before all the

redevelopment can be expected to occur. I encourage

you to listen to the February 4 testimony on this sub-

ject. The best part of the testimony on this topic is

Group D (speakers 19-24).

The Council was to have started considering the

WOSG MP and public comments in early March. One

of the comments at the hearing questioned whether the

roads and transit had been coded correctly by the Plan-

ning Staff in their computer model. It turns out that

there were a number of errors in the coding. Since

transportation is a major consideration, this error

could not be ignored. As a result, the Planning Staff

must rerun the model after making the corrections,

which takes about a month. Once the results are

known it is likely that other scenarios will also need to

be run. As a result, Council consideration of the Mas-

ter Plan has been postponed until after the primary

election, which will be held on June 24. (The Council

will be consumed with capital and operating budget

decisions until the end of May.)

I continue to work to get BRT implemented. A Cap-

ital Improvements Program (CIP) item was submitted

by the Executive to the Council for funds to undertake

necessary studies along US29 and MD355. GCCA

supported this CIP item (501318). I have opposed

spending any state funds on the five grade separated

interchanges on US29 since the $500M cost of them

could better be used for BRT. 

I am also involved with the County Executive’s

Rapid Transit System (another name for BRT) Steer-

ing Committee, especially relating to how service

changes to the local bus service would be integrated

with BRT.  Lastly, there is a pending state bill con-

cerning special taxing districts requested by the

County that I hope will pass. It could be used in the

WOSG MP area for non-residential properties to help

provide funding for BRT. In my testimony on the

WOSG MP, I proposed creating a special taxing dis-

trict for non-residential properties. 

White Oak Science Gateway
Master Plan and Bus Rapid Transit Updates
by Dan Wilhelm

Serve on a  County Board

County Executive Leggett is committed to represen-

tation on all of the County's boards, committees, and

commissions that is reflective of, and responsive to,

our County's  residents. Public participation contributes

to the work of County government and provides an im-

portant service to the community when a variety of is-

sues, concerns, and viewpoints are presented.You may

access vacancy announcements for boards, committees

and commissions through the following link:

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/apps/exec/va-

cancies/pr_list.asp
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Montgomery Co Launches New Campaign to Address Panhandling: 
"Give A Hand-Up, Not a Hand-Out"

Montgomery County Executive Ike Leggett and Councilmember George Leventhal joined representatives

from homeless advocates, grassroots social service agencies, the faith community, and the Police to launch a

joint public education campaign to address panhandling in Montgomery County. The kick-off was held next to

the busy intersection of Georgia Avenue and Veirs Mill Road where Mary Josephine Fish, aged 52 and a

known panhandler, was killed last May 16 when an automobile jumped the median and struck her.

“Panhandling is not safe and giving cash to panhandlers doesn’t help them,” said Leventhal, who chairs the

Council Health & Human Services Committee.  “We all know the feeling. We want to help those less fortunate

than ourselves. We feel guilty. We all want to help. The question isn’t whether to help – it’s how.”

That’s why Montgomery County government is joining together with homeless advocates and social service

providers throughout the County to urge you to give a hand-up, not a hand-out.“ By texting ‘SHARE’ on your

cell phone to 80077 you will contribute to grassroots efforts throughout the County to make sure people get the

food, shelter, health care and help solving their problems that will make a real difference.

For more information, go to www.montgomerycountymd.gov/panhandling.

Cherri Branson is the newest member of the County Council, filling the District 5 vacancy.  District

5 includes the area of Colesville which is east of New Hampshire Ave.  She was a welcomed guest

speaker at the March GCCA Board meeting, and graciously fielded many questions about issues and

challenges in Colesville from attendees. 

Ms. Branson was apppointed January 28, 2014 and

will serve until the 17th County Council ends on Decem-

ber 1, 2014.  As an appointee, she is not eligible to run

for this office during the coming Council elections.  She

said that since she is not constrained by campaign con-

siderations, she plans to devote her attention and energy

to some of the pressing challenges facing East County

constituents.  

Ms. Branson stated that, in her view, the most signifi-

cant challenge for this part of the county is economic de-

velopment.  Closely related, and impacting solutions to

this challenge, is the traffic problem, particularly on the

New Hampshire Ave. and Rt. 29 corridors.  She believes

solutions and forward progress for these issues have

been long ignored by the County. 

Her biggest opportunity to influence progress during her limited term will be the development of

the White Oak Master Plan.  She believes there is a great deal of opposition in the rest of the county

to this plan from those who want to influence maintaining the status quo in this part of the county,

which impedes any new economic development and viable traffic solutions.  She emphatically en-

courages Eastern County residents to stay tuned and let their councilmembers know where they

stand by email.      

New District 5 Councilmember Discusses Challenges

Facing Eastern County at GCCA Board Meeting

Sharon Brown, Dan Wilhelm, Councilmember

Cherri Branson, Marguerite Raaen, and Ed Wetzlar
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Gary Franks, M.A. 
Guitar  Lessons

 

 
Professional   Instruction 
Classical,  Jazz  &  Popular 
Music  Theory  Instruction 

ABRSM   Preparation 

 

At my studio or at your home 
References upon request 

Free first lesson/consultation 

www.garyfranksguitar.com garyfranksguitar@gmail.com 

(301) 412-8965 

 

 

 
AAnnaa’’ss  HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg SSeerrvviicceess IInncc 

 

Top Quality*Affordable*Reliable*Honest 
 

SSeerrvviinngg YYoouurr CCoommmmuunniittyy SSiinnccee 11998833!!  
Licensed, Insured and Bonded 

 
! Weekly 
! Bi Weekly 
! Monthly 

 
Move In Or Move Out Cleaning 

 

New Clients Get 20% OFF Your First 
Cleaning With The Ad 

 
Call Today For Your FREE Estimate 

301 563-3393     240-353-6751  
www.AnasHouseKeepingServices.com 

 
 

Ask About Our Additional Services!

www.GardeningMD.com  •  connie@GardeningMD.com

MHIC # 107558

specializing in deer resistant landscaping
planting, pruning, coaching, vacation care

 
 

  
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BONIFANT VETERINARY CLINIC
 433 BONIFANT ROAD 

SILVER SPRING, MD 20905 
PH: (301) 236-0044   (301) 384-4101 

www.bonifantvet.com 

 FULL SERVICE CLINIC 
 PREVENTIVE CARE 
 CARE CREDIT PAYMENT PLAN 
 MEDICAL & SURGICAL 
 DENTAL 
 GROOMING 
 PERSONALIZED SERVICE 
 FLEXIBLE HOURS 
 HOUSE CALLS  
 OPEN ON WEEKENDS 
 PLENTY OF PARKING 
 

 COUPON 
2  OFF on Office Visit 

(New Clients Only) 
 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 

COUPON 
$10 OFF Spay/ Neuter/ 

Dental 
 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

0

Expires June 30, 2014Expires June 30, 2014



COLESVILLE MEALS ON
WHEELS

needs volunteers to serve the needs of the

homebound in Colesville, Woodmoor, Calverton,

Four Corners, Burnt Mills, White Oak, and 

Burtonsville.

We deliver meals 5 days a week, 11:00 - 1:00.

For more information, please call Sarah Day at
301/384-5735
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Chesapeake Lawn Science, Inc.  
 “Your Lawn Nutrition Experts”  

  *Golf Course Grade Products         
*Ocean-Gro Organics Fertilizer 

*1,000+ Clients On Our Lawn Nutrition Program 
* Angie’s List “Super Service Award” Winner 

The Maryland Department of Agriculture
* Owner Grew Up And Started Business In Colesville 

New Clients Get 5% Off With PrePayment  
301 625-3232 

All Technicians Are Registered With

Robert John Coyne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

400 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD, WEST

SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20901

(301) 681-5013   FAX (301) 681-8765

Bob@rcoyne-law.com

__||ääxxÄÄçç `̀ââáá||vvttÄÄ TTÜÜààáá ffààââww||ÉÉ 
Voice and piano lessons for all ages 

20% discount on first lesson 

Call FFeelliicciiaa LLiivveellyy 220022..225555..99663311 
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The next issue of the Clarion will be mailed in May,
2014.  The deadline for submitting news and photo-
graphs is Friday, April 18. 

Contact Editor Nancy Laich at 301-384-5741, or
nmkurgan@aol.com

For inquiries about advertising in the Clarion, please
email Dave Michaels at emailbits@gmail.com
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Hoffmaster’s Auto Care

Auto Care you can Trust

Serving Colesville for over 30 years

Noel Reitz Now On Staff 

Complete Auto Repairs
Foreign & Domestic

Maryland Sate Inspections

Steve Hoffmaster - Owner

11937 Tech Road
Silver Spring,

MD 20904

(301) 622-9797

$25.95
Lube, Oil
& Filter

Add up to 5 Qts.

motor oil & install

new oil filter

Most cars & light Trucks
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GCCA DUES PAYMENT TIME - MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORTANT

PLEASE JOIN GCCA:  The annual dues are $10.00 per member (June 2013 through May 2014).  Contri-

butions are vital to GCCA’s mission of improving our Colesville community.  Make checks payable to

GCCA and mail to P.O. Box 4087, Colesville, MD  20914.

NAME(S):____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________ PHONE___________________

Dues__________ GCCA Donation___________TOTAL____________ Area # (if known) ____________

GCCA Area Representatives 
(3 representatives per area)

1   Fred Pulliam 144 Bonifant Rd. 384-9094

2   Nancy Laich 14321 Stilton Cir. 384-5741

3   Marguerite Raaen 14401 Sandy Ridge Rd 384-3307

3   Fred Stichnoth 14105 Cricket Ln 706-6828

4   Henry Morrow 13812 Mills Avenue 384-0827

5   Adrienne Lees 14001 Overton Lane 384-9524

6   Rosina Mason 306 Colesville Manor 384-6651

6   Bill Backof 13814 Shannon Drive 384-7354

7   Open

8   Open

9   Open

10  Open

11  David Michaels 508 Hawkesbury Lane 622-1805

12  Open

13  Open

14  Robert Bartol 224 Springloch Road 622-5879

15  Open

16  Sharon Brown

17  Open

18   Ray Rye 12820 Baker Dr. 622-2276

19   Mark Burg 1100 Orchard Way 706-2606

19   Ed French 507 Orchard Way 384-9689

20   Open

21   Open

22   Open

23   Dan Wilhelm 904 Cannon Rd. 384-2698

24   Beverly Paylor 13308 Burkhart St. 384-0817

25   Ed Weiler 1008 Mondrian Terr. 236-5956

26   Beverly Roof 12928 Allerton Lane 384-7247

26   Lenora Queen 12919 Broadmore Rd. 384-6521

26   Mary E. Rigney 12927 Allerton Lane 384-0660

27   Open

28   Otto E. Lewis 12617 Billington Rd. 384-0567

29   Edward Wetzlar 316 Greenhill Way 622-6420
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AREA REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED

Support your neighborhood & community

For more information, contact your Area

representative 



Greater Colesville Citizens Association

PO Box 4087

Colesville, MD  20914
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