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March
11 Daylight Savings Time begins,

Turn clocks 1 hour ahead

13 GCCA Board Mtg., 7:30 pm
(see directions below)

20 First Day of Spring

April
2-9 Spring Break, no school, Mont.

Co. Schools

10 GCCA Board Mtg., 7:30 pm
(see directions below)

22 Earth Day

May
8 GCCA Board Mtg., 7:30 pm

(see directions below)

GCCA Officers and Chairs: President Dan Wilhelm, Vice President Robert Bartol, Treasurer
Connie Morrow, Co-Recording Secretary David Michaels and Ed Wetzlar, Communications
Secretary Adrienne Lees, Clarion Editor Nancy Laich

Upcoming GCCA Board meetings will
be held at 7:30 pm at the Episcopal
Church of the Transfiguration, 13925
New Hampshire Ave. Meetings are in
the room under the sanctuary and are-
open to the public. For information
contact GCCA President Dan Wilhelm
301-384-2698 or email address djwil-
helm@verizon.net

President’s Message
We wanted to be sure you knew that GCCA has changed the meeting

date and place of its monthly meetings. We are now meeting on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month at the Episcopal Church of the Transfigura-
tion, 13925 New Hampshire Ave, in the room under the sanctuary.
Everyone is welcome to come and to voice their concerns.
Developments on local issues have been moving along slowly. We are

waiting to see what the Montgomery County state delegation does with
the three bills dealing with roadside solicitation. I noticed that one of
them has been withdrawn but the sponsor added her name to one of the
other two. Hopefully they’ll end up with one that allows the council the
most latitude.
I have been very busy working on the County Executive’s Transit Im-

plementation Task Force (TTF), sometimes attending three meetings a
week on this subject. We are at the stage of trying to bring the various
pieces together and of making a number of difficult decisions. The items
before us include:
• A consultant’s report on economic benefit is due any day now.
• We are reviewing another consultant’s report dealing with where
to place the lanes for the 18 rapid transit vehicle (RTV) routes. We have
requested comments on the report from County Department of Trans-
portation, the Planning Staff, State Highway and State Transit Adminis-
tration.
• We have been participating and/or listening to the Planning Board
work sessions about the same set of issues and the guidance they need to
give their staff about incorporating all or some of the transit routes into
the Master Plan of Highway and Transitways. That guidance was com-
pleted on Feb 2. The staff will be looking at updating the master plan in
stages, rather than all at once.
• We have been meeting with other consultants, the county attorney,
and budget/finance representatives about how to structure the special tax-
ing district.
The goal was to make the decisions by the end of February and then

produce a report for the County Executive. That schedule appears aggres-
sive at this point. Once the Executive gets our report and decides what to
recommend to the Council, you will see headlines in the press.

continued on page 6



Mercedes–Benz Specialists
Pulliam Engineering

144 Bonifant Road, Silver Spring, MD 20905
www.pulliamengineering.com

WhenYourServiceProviderLetsYouDownCallUs!!
We Value Our Customers

High Quality Service for Your Mercedes
Factory Trained Technicians

The Latest Diagnostic Equipment
Competitive Prices

Committed to Getting Your Mercedes Back To You On Time

Fred Pulliam
“Expert Repairs, Quality Service”

(301) 384-9094, Monday-Friday 8:00-6:00

EE..HH.. PPhhiiffeerr
PPhhiiffeerr CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn CCoommppaannyy,, IInncc..

WWIINNDDOOWW,, SSIIDDIINNGG,, AANNDD RROOOOFFIINNGG CCOONNTTRRAACCTTOORRSS
Established 1987 

16021 Industrial Drive 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

 

““SSeerrvviinngg tthhee MMeettrrooppoolliittaann MMaarryyllaanndd AArreeaa””
wwwwww..EEHHPPhhiiffeerr..ccoomm

NNOO MMoonneeyy DDoowwnn and LLIIFFEETTIIMMEE WWaarrrraannttyy on Workmanship and Service! 
 

CCoommpplleettee RRooooff RReeppllaacceemmeennttss
RReessiiddeennttiiaall--CCoommmmeerrcciiaall

SSeeaammlleessss AAlluummiinnuumm GGuutttteerrss && DDoowwnnssppoouutt
PPrroo TTeecchh AAlluummiinnuumm GGuutttteerr GGuuaarrdd

• TTeeaarr OOffff && RReeppllaacceemmeenntt RRooooff IInnssppeeccttiioonnss
• CCoommpplleettee VVeennttiillaattiioonn SSyysstteemmss
• CCeerrttiiffiieedd FFiirreessttoonnee IInnssttaalllleerr

LLIICCEENNSSEEDD && IINNSSUURREEDD MMHHIICC 2299665599
CCaallll TTooddaayy ffoorr aa FFRREEEE EEssttiimmaattee

330011 559988--11885599 330011 994488--77440000
SSeerrvviinngg MMaarryyllaanndd MMeettrrooppoolliittaann AArreeaa

•

•

•
#

““WWaasshhiinnggttoonn CChheecckkbbooookk MMaaggaazziinnee HHiigghheesstt QQuuaalliittyy RRaattiinngg””
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Some folks apparently believe that public spaces belong to no one, but the contrary is true! Public
spaces belong to all of us. Because we own these spaces together, it is the responsibility of every-
one who uses or passes through these spaces to take care of them. And, to be as clear as possible,
our public spaces are not places to dump or drop trash.

One neighbor was observed late at night throwing carefully cut pieces of a tree from his small
pickup truck into the woods. It is true that these will eventually decay, but we who live nearby, or walk
past, will have to look at them daily for years until they do. Take them to the waste transfer station
next time. One neighbor put his dead small dog (white fur) into a garbage bag and threw it into the
woods. Next time take it to the vet. They will properly dispose of the body for a small fee. Other
neighbors have thrown excess building materials into the woods such as 5 gallon drums of roofing
tar, scraps of wood, and more. Take them to the waste transfer station.

Almost all of our area dog owners understand and follow the county law that REQUIRES owners
to pick up after dogs, large and small ones. Simply put the waste in a plastic bag (you can buy bio-
degradable bags on Amazon.com) and take it home, depositing it an outside can of your own, with a
liner. Every other trash day tie up the liner and put the can out. We who live near the school, park,
and woods resent those neighbors who walk their dogs down to our part of the neighborhood, have
them relieve themselves where we live and walk and play, and then just walk away. It brands them
as selfish and a bad neighbor. But thank you to all responsible dog owners!

Lastly, please be sure that children and teens dispose of their garbage properly. Candy wrappers,
soft drink containers, tissues, and more seem to be dropped daily by a few kids as they go from
home to the bus or to school. Our public spaces are very valuable. They add significanlty to our
property values. They give all of us a place to walk and to play. Tax dollars no longer provide
enough for the county to keep these spaces clean for us. Out of respect for your neighbors and your-
self - leave them cleaner after you use them or pass through them. We’ll all thank you.

What It Takes to be Good Neighbors
A commentary by Peter Barbernitz

Making Nature Even More Beautiful
Believe it or not, even nature needs a little TLC

every now and then. Thankfully, M-NCPPC, Mont-
gomery Parks can count on generous volunteers to
provide just that.

Each week, several volunteers visit Brookside Na-
ture Center, dedicating a couple hours to maintaining
the center’s popular Nature Exploration Area. They
clean up leaves, spread woodchips and perform a vari-
ety of other tasks to ensure the exploration area is
clean, safe and ready for children to play and explore
nature safely. Their efforts and can-do attitudes pro-
vide the TLC the exploration area needs.

Interested in volunteering with M-NCPPC, Mont-
gomery Parks? Please visit our homepage at
www.ParksVolunteers.org to find out about the hun-
dreds of volunteer opportunities available, or call 301-
495-2504 for more information.

LOCAL EARTH DAY EVENTS
#ational Zoo
April 22, 2012, 8 a.m.-10 a.m. Join Zoo staff and
other visitors in keeping our ecosystem healthy and
picking up litter, aluminum cans, snack food wrap-
pers, and other litter that will be sorted into recy-
clables and trash. Talk to members of the Zoo's
Green Team about sustainability initiatives, and rep-
resentatives from other organizations about what or-
dinary people can do to build solutions to global
issues such as climate change.
Brookside Gardens
2012 Date to be Announced, 12-4 p.m. Wheaton,
MD. Celebrate the 40th Anniversary of Earth Day
with an all-day festival, and a documentary film
showing and reception in the evening. Kick off the
day by participating in the Earth Day Network’s
Global Day of Service through a volunteer planting
project; or enjoy a bird walk around the gardens;
then have the whole family join in on the interactive
children’s activities, and visit the educational exhibit
fair. 301-962-1429.
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Communities around the country are moving away
from equipment playgrounds in favor of natural play-
grounds. A natural playground is a miniature land-
scape where kids can climb, dig, crawl, build, play
house and use all their senses. Instead of play equip-
ment purpose-built for a single function, children in-
teract with natural elements creatively, in ways only
limited by their imaginations.
Natural playground styles vary considerably.

Some look like a conventional park, except that the
play “equipment” is created from natural materials
such as logs and playhouses made from trained vines.
Others create the illusion of a totally wild area. Most
fall somewhere in between. Some even have water
features, such as a small “stream” that can change
course as kids manipulate rocks and sticks. In addi-
tion to encouraging imaginative play, natural play-
grounds invite youngsters to interact with nature. Too
few of today’s children have the opportunity to expe-
rience nature through independent and self-directed
play, and that lack has been dubbed “nature deficit
disorder”. The disassociation of children and nature
has been linked to a wide range of behavioral and
health issues, including childhood obesity, attention
deficit disorder and depression. Indeed, there is a
growing body of research on the benefits of unstruc-
tured play and time spent in natural surroundings. For
example, academic performance improves measurably
after time spent in nature. As these benefits have be-
come better recognized, pediatricians have actually
begun to write “prescriptions” for nature play.
Natural playgrounds are also cost-effective. Be-

cause they take advantage of existing terrain and
“found” materials, construction costs are low. In con-
trast, conventional playgrounds feature very expen-
sive equipment that is often replaced after only a few
years to comply with evolving safety standards.
Still, natural playgrounds do need to be designed.

In addition to safety concerns, natural playgrounds
need to be appropriately designed for the level of use.
Thus, a high-use playground in a heavily-populated
urban neighborhood would need a different design
than a lightly-used playground on the grounds of a
small daycare center. Having speciallydesignated

play areas also protects sensitive natural areas like
wetlands from the impacts of too much foot traffic
The State of Maryland has recognized the impor-

tance of natural play in its Partnership for Children in
Nature and Governor O’Malley’s Proclamation, Mary-
land Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights. As part of the
Partnership, the Department of Natural Resources has
helped create a number of natural playgrounds.
In Northwood Four Corners, we were ahead of the

natural playground curve without knowing it. Nine
years ago, our community-generated a conceptual plan
for Rachel Carson Meadow in North Four Corners
Park that called for a nature trail, story circle, and
other interactive features made from natural and recy-
cled materials. Since the park’s existing playground is
a “tot lot, we also requested a playground suitable for
older kids and a seating area with chess boards and
other features for the Seniors. Finally, the plan in-
cluded managing the exotic invasive vines in the park
to improve safety and visibility.

Nature’s Playground
by Carole Ann Barth
Reprinted from MCCF Newsletter - Feb. 2012

Strawberry Festival Update
The Colesville Strawberry Festival committee

reluctantly determined that the 29th Annual
Colesville Strawberry Festival, scheduled for May
19, 2012, must be cancelled. This decision was
driven by budget cuts in the Montgomery County
Recreation Department’s budget and the lack of
community support.

In years past, the Recreation Department fur-
nished much needed tents, tables, chairs and other
support critical to hosting the event.

The festival is also a result of many volunteers,
including Springbrook High School students and
Boy Scout Troop 1441. Without a volunteer to step
up and lead this event, the committee had no choice
other than cancelling this unique tradition.

The Festival committee, Alyssa Ranko, Jack
Sherman, Adrienne Lees, Beverly Roof, Rosina
Mason and three very enthusiastic Springbrook stu-
dents, Andrew Dicken, Helinda Silam, and Hana
Yi, sincerely hope that the Festival can resume in
2013. If interested in helping, please call Alyssa
Ranko at 301-599-2108, or Rosina Mason at 301-
384-6651.
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Montgomery County Executive Isiah Leggett un-
veiled his six-year Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 Capital
Budget and FY 2013-2018 Capital Improvements Pro-
gram (CIP) that strikes a careful balance between
meeting capital construction priorities and the contin-
ued need to put the County’s fiscal house in order.
The transportation portion of the budget includes im-
portant projects that will help relieve traffic conges-
tion and improve pedestrian and vehicular safety.
Highlights include:

Environmental Protection: A close alliance between
the Department of Transportation (DOT) and the De-
partment of Environmental Protection has been forged
as they work together to meet State stormwater man-
agement requirements.

Mass Transit: Mass transit is a critical element in
keeping the County moving. A new Montgomery
Mall Transit Center is funded. Through a combination
of federal and local funds, 39 Ride On buses will be
replaced through the CIP. Included in the CIP are
planning funds for the Bethesda South Metro Station
project and funds to construct bus stop improvements
and transit parking lot renovations.

Bridges: New bridge projects will replace the Gold
Mine Road Bridge over the Hawlings River and re-
place two of the existing Whites Ferry Road Bridges.
Design work is funded for the Garrett Park Road
Bridge and the Beach Drive Bridge.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety: The budget contin-
ues to provide for increased opportunities for safe and
convenient travel for bikers and walkers. New project
funding has been recommended to design a shared use
path along the south side of Needwood Road between
Equestrian Lane and Muncaster Mill Road.
Funding has been continued to complete the Bethesda
Bikeway and Pedestrian Facilities Improvements,
Dale Drive sidewalk, Frederick Road bike path,
MacArthur Boulevard bikeway improvements and the
Greentree Road sidewalk projects, as well as a grant to
Takoma Park for Flower Avenue sidewalks.

Federal funding will be used to improve Maryland
Route 355 vehicular and pedestrian traffic around the
Walter Reed National Medical Center, the National In-
stitutes for Health and the National Medical Center
Metrorail station.

Roads: Three new road projects are included in the
recommended capital budget. East Gude Drive im-
provements will increase roadway capacity and en-
hance vehicular and pedestrian safety from Crabbs
Branch Way to Southlawn Lane. Planning funds have
been included for the Seminary Road intersection at
Brookeville Road, Seminary Place, Linden Lane and
Second Avenue and roadway improvements that will
enhance traffic flow and improve safety for drivers,
bikers and pedestrians. Leggett has included a new
Clarksburg Transportation Connections project to fund
roadway and intersection improvements to increase
capacity and reduce congestion. Agreements have
been reached to implement this public-private partner-
ship.

Improvements on roads in the White Flint area will
continue as part of larger redevelopment efforts.
Infrastructure Improvements: Leggett has increased
funding for road resurfacing to address the backlog of
roads needing repair. Funding for core transportation
infrastructure has been maintained or increased for
items such as Americans with Disabilities Act compli-
ance; the Advanced Transportation Management Sys-
tem; bridge preservation and renovation; guardrails;
intersection improvements; neighborhood traffic calm-
ing; sidewalks; streetlights; pedestrian safety, sidewalk
and infrastructure improvements; streetlighting; street
tree preservation; traffic signals and the related traffic
signal system; and Colesville depot improvements.
Parking: A number of parking projects are moving
forward through partnerships with private developers,
including;
The Bethesda Lot 31 Parking Garage will begin con-
struction in FY12 and be completed in FY15, provid-
ing 940 County-owned spaces and 295 spaces owned
by the developer.

The Silver Spring Lot 3 Parking Garage will be com-
pleted in the spring of 2016 and will provide 152
County-owned and operated underground parking
spaces.

Leggett’s Proposed 6 Year
Transportation Budget
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Voter Registration
A person may register to vote if he/she meets the

following requirements:
Must be a U.S. citizen
Must be a Maryland resident
Must be at least 16 years old.
Although 16- and 17 year-olds may register, they
may not vote until they are of age, 18 years old.
A 17-year-old who has registered may vote in the
Primary Election, provided the individual will be
18 years old on or before the General Election.
#ot have been convicted of buying or selling votes
#ot have been found by a court unable to
communicate a desire to vote while under
guardianship for mental disability

#ot have been convicted of a felony for which they
are currently serving court-ordered sentence of im-
prisonment, including parole and probation for the
conviction.

A person may register to vote by going in person to
any of the following Agencies or Offices:
A local board of elections
The State Board of Elections
The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
The Department of Social Services
The Motor Vehicle Administration
The Offices on Aging
The MTA Paratransit Certification Office
All public institutions of higher education
Recruitment offices of the U.S. Armed Forces
Marriage License Office
Offices for Students with Disabilities at all Maryland
colleges and universities.

A person may also go to the State Board of Elections
website at www.electionsmaryland.com and print a
voter registration application. Once you complete the
application, you must mail it or deliver it in person to
your local board of elections.
A voter registration application may be submitted to
your local board of elections or the State Board of
Elections at any time. However, an application must be
postmarked byMarch 13, 2012, to vote in the Primary
Election and by October 16, 2012, to vote in the Gen-
eral Election. If you submit a voter registration applica-
tion during the period that registration is closed, your
application will be held at the local board of elections
and processed when registration reopens.

Sherwood Forest Stream Restoration
The Montgomery County Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection, in collaboration with the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission and the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, is planning to restore the Sherwood Forest
tributary from Locksley Lane to where the stream
intersects with the mainstem of Northwest Branch.
This project is planned for construction later this
year. The Sherwood Forest tributary was identified
as a priority for restoration in the Northwest Branch
Watershed Feasibility Study (July 2000). The County
plans to stabilize eroded streambanks, restore stable
habitat, create wetlands, and reforest stream buffer
areas.
A public outreach meeting will be held onWed,

March 7, from 7:00-8:30 pm in the Westover Ele-
mentary School cafeteria. For more information,
contact Jennifer St. John at 240-777-7740, or visit
montgomerycountymd.gov/Sherwood.

One of the related transit items that hit the press re-
cently was a change by the Executive and Council in
the preferred mode for the Corridor Cities Transitway
(CCT) in the Gaithersburg area. They changed their
prior recommendation to the Governor from light rail
(LRT) to bus rapid transit (BRT). I expect the Gover-
nor will decide upon BRT. The state undertook a study
that showed LRT would cost $772M and that the earli-
est funds to complete it was 2028-2040. BRT would
cost $491M and funds would be available to build it
2020-2031. It has been reported at the TTF meetings
that businesses that are dependent upon the CCT have
invested their own funds to identify ways to reduce
the BRT costs. They reported it could be built substan-
tially less than the $491M.
The White Oak Science Gateway Master Plan, as it

is now called, has not had any meetings for two
months since it is awaiting traffic modeling results. In
reality, the effort on the Master Plan of Highways and
Transit discussed above is what they are awaiting. The
White Oak master plan needs to make use of the RTV
routes on US29, Randolph/Cherry Hill and New
Hampshire Aves.
If you have questions or concerns about Colesville,

please contact me or one of the other members of the
GCCA Executive Board.

President’s Message (continued)
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Complete Asphalt Driveway
Maintenance Services

Fairway Home
Services

Call us at 301-879-3697
for a free estimate

• Cleaning
• Weed Removal
• Crack Filling
• Oil Spots Cleaned and Primed
• Sealing with Top-Quality Sealer

We guarantee your complete satisfaction

(301) 774-1961
16650 Georgia Ave. | Olney, MD
Located close to Roots Market in the Olney Antique Village

www.olneyyoga.com

Yoga for Big and Beautiful Bodies

Olney Yoga & Wellness offers classes and
private lessons by appointment in Yoga,
Pilates, Pranayama (breath work), and

Meditation.
Healing Arts offered include:

Acupuncture, Massage Therapy, Thai Yoga
Body Work, Therapeutic Yoga, Reiki, and

Reflexology

Galeano & Galeano Contractors Inc

101 Old Bonifant Rd, Silver Spring, MD 20905
(301) 879-2745 tel (301) 879-5066 Fax
E-mail: estimates@galeanocontractors.com

www.galeanocontractors.com

HOME ADDITIONS
COMPLETE REMODELING

BASEMENTS
DECKS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS
KITCHENS
FENCES

FLOOR & CARPETS
PAINTING

BONDED - LICENSED - INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES - BOUTIQUE SERVICE

Serving DC metropolitan area since 2001

Chesapeake Lawn Science, Inc.

“Your Lawn Nutrition Experts”   
*Golf Course Grade Products         
*Ocean-Gro Organics Fertilizer 

*700+ Clients On Our Lawn Nutrition Program 
* Angie’s List “Super Service Award” Winner 
*All Technicians Are Certified With MDA 

* Owner Grew Up And Started Business In Colesville 
Call NOW For Half OFF Winter Lawn Treatment  

301 625-3232 

Gary Franks, M.A. 
Guitar  Lessons

 
Professional   Instruction 
Classical,  Jazz  &  Popular 
Music  Theory  Instruction 

ABRSM   Preparation 

 

At my studio or at your home 
References upon request 

Free first lesson/consultation 

www.garyfranksguitar.com garyfranksguitar@gmail.com

(301) 412-8965 



8

Colesville Sunoco
Complete Automotive Service and Repair

Domestic and Imports
ASE Certified Master Mechanics
MD Inspection Station #6494A
Blue Seal of Excellence Facility

Mention this Ad for a discount on your next oil change

13335 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20904
301 384-5300

John Kim
Noel Reitz

Robert John Coyne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

400 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD, WEST
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20901
(301) 681-5013 FAX (301) 681-8765

Bob@rcoyne-law.com

SANTE
 Wellness Center

13511 Sherwood Forest Ter., Silver Spring, MD 20904
301-384-3002          www.mysantewellnesscenter.com

Medical Intuition            Wellness Workshops
 Vinyasa Yoga               Holistic Counseling
 Massage                      Reflexology
 

Helping People Find Their Healing

10% Off  First Time Massage - Free Yoga Intro

__||ääxxÄÄçç `̀ââáá||vvttÄÄ TTÜÜààáá ffààââww||ÉÉ
Voice and piano lessons for all ages 

20% discount on first lesson 

Call FFeelliicciiaa LLiivveellyy 220022..225555..99663311

TThhee
CCoolleessvviillllee CCeenntteerr

Barber Shop        Greek Village Restaurant  
 Beauty Supply       Jackie’s Alterations  
 Citibank       Liberty Tax 
 Colesville Beer & Wine     Ledo Pizza  
 Colesville Cleaners      Parcel Plus 
 Colesville Floral Design     Pollo Mex Restaurant 
 Dollar Shop                   Signature Hair Studio 
 Dunkin Donuts                   Star Nails   
 Duron                   Subway 
 Giant Food       Upper Crust Bakery 
 GNC        Wing Wah Carryout    

WWee hhaavvee iitt aallll!!
SSeerrvviinngg tthhee ccoommmmuunniittyy

ffoorr oovveerr 3300 yyeeaarrss..
Giant Food Center at the intersection of  

Randolph Rd. and New Hampshire Ave. 11/11 

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall PPeett GGrroooommiinngg
BByy PPaattrriicciiaa DDeeee

“An Informed Pet-Owner is Our Best Client” 
Superb Hand Scissoring 
Hand Drying 
Cat and Dog Grooming 
30 Years Experience 
Ask About Our Gift Certificates 

Skilled Handling of Puppies and Senior Pets 
Call Now For $10.00 OFF! Expires 3-31-12 

301 236-0036 



CITY ELECTRIC

Your Top Choice For All
Your Electric Needs

RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL

Satisfied customers for over 25 years
Licensed, Insured, Locally Owned &

Operated

Call Today! 301 602-2563
cityelectric1@verizon.net

FREE Electrical Service Assessment
with this Ad

BONIFANT VETERINARY CLINIC
 433 BONIFANT ROAD 

SILVER SPRING, MD 20905 

PH: (301) 236-0044   (301) 384-4101 
www.bonifantvet.com

 

FULL SERVICE CLINIC 
PREVENTIVE CARE 
CARE CREDIT PAYMENT PLAN 
MEDICAL & SURGICAL 
DENTAL 
GROOMING 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE 
FLEXIBLE HOURS 
HOUSE CALLS 
OPEN ON WEEKENDS 
PLENTY OF PARKING 

 
COUPON 

$2 OFF on Office Visit 
(New Clients Only) 

 
Expires March 31st , 2012 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 

COUPON 
$10 OFF Spay/ Neuter/ 

Dental 
 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 

0

Expires March 31st , 2012 

George Vergheese, DVM 
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Hoffmaster’s Auto Care

Auto Care you can Trust
Serving Colesville for over 30 years

Complete Auto Repairs
Foreign & Domestic

Steve Hoffmaster - Owner

11937 Tech Road
Silver Spring,
MD 20904

(301) 622-9797

$23.95
Lube, Oil
& Filter
Add up to 5 qte.
motor oil & install
new oil filter

Most cars & light Trucks



Protecting the State Transportation Trust Fund
By DanWilhelm
Are you fed-up with road congestion and the fact that it appears that nothing is being done to address the problem? Do
you want improved transit as an alternative to driving in the congestion? I expect almost everyone would answer yes to
the first question, and most of you would probably answer yes to the second question. Even if you are not able to take
transit, if just 20% of the people in our area of the county did, it would significantly reduce road congestion.
Approximately 90% of the funding for needed transportation projects in the County is a responsibility of the state, and
the other 10% the county. The state gets $760M in federal funds and collects $2.2B each year from various state trans-
portation taxes and fees (motor vehicle tax, titling tax, registration fees, motor vehicle fees, corporate income tax and
rental car sales tax). These funds are put into the State TTF and according to law are to be used for transportation. For at
least three years there have been effectively no funds across the entire state for new construction projects. Most of the
funds are used to maintain existing roads and provide transit services. The little bit remaining has been used to undertake
engineering studies and designs for facilities that the state and county want to build.
Part of the problem with the lack of funds is that Maryland governors since 1984 have been taking funds from the TTF

to help balance the general fund and pay for their priority projects. There are actually two TTF funds: Maryland Depart-
ment of Transportation (MDOT) and Local Government. For the MDOT fund, a total of $571.1 million has been taken
since 1984 and $544.3M repaid, including interest. The plan is to repay the remaining: $46M in FY12 and $22M in FY13.
In the local government fund, a total of $947.5M has been taken since 2003, and nothing repaid. The remaining funds for
local government total $154M (FY12), down $373M in just FY11. Most of these remaining local government funds go to
Baltimore City, and as a result, the other jurisdictions received very little.
In 2010 state legislation was adopted and the Governor signed a law to create a Blue Ribbon Commission on Trans por-

tation Funding. The Commission issued its final report on November 1, 2011. It provided 23 recommendations. The first
one was to “Put the Trust Back in the TTF”. It recommended the Maryland Constitution be amended to prohibit transfers
out of the TTF for non-transportation purposes, except in declared fiscal emergencies. They also recommended a statute
be enacted that requires the Governor and General Assembly to declare a fiscal emergency and develop a repayment plan
before taking funds from the TTF. The Blue Ribbon Commission report can be found at: www.mdot.maryland.gov/Plan-
ning/Blue_Ribbon/Documents/BRC_Final_Report_Nov_01_2011.pdf
Bills have been introduced for several years to add to the ballot an amendment to the constitution that would do exactly

what the Commission recommended. This year, there are several bills dealing with this subject. HB146 and SB 403 deal
solely with the TTF. HB23 deals with all dedicated funds (TTF being but one). HB121 and SB65 deal with protecting the
Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays 2010 Trust Fund and Bay Restoration Fund, which HB23 would also protect. We
urge you to write or email your state delegates and senator urging them to support the bills to protect the TTF. We
are also strong supporters of restoring the bay and therefore urge you to also support those bills. When providing let-
ters/emails, only address a single bill in each.

Funding the State Transportation Trust Fund

The second recommendation of the Blue Ribbon Commission was to raise $870M in new annual revenues for trans-
portation in order to fully maintain the existing infrastructure and provide more roads and transit. The state does not cur-
rently have enough funds to undertake all the maintenance required each year. Have you noticed that the condition of our
roads has been getting worse for the last few years?
The report indicates that $12B would be required if the state were to provide the top priority project from each county

and City of Baltimore. Needless to say, there are many more projects. A decade ago, Montgomery County’s list of
needed projects exceeded $8B, and the ICC is the only major state project that has been built in that time.
The commission identified a menu of ways to raise more revenue. The Governor is proposing to apply the sales tax to

motor fuel and phase it in over three years: 2% per year. The report estimates that a 6% sales tax would raise $613M an-
nually, once fully implemented. If enacted the tax would be collected at the wholesale level so the price we see on the
pump would be what we would pay.
While none of us likes to pay more taxes, many of us are willing to pay more taxes for worthwhile undertakings. I for

one support the tax, but only under the condition that the funds be used for transportation – thus conditional upon the con-
stitutional law being enacted. I urge you to write/email your delegates and senator, whether or not you support applying
the sales tax to motor vehicles.
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GCCA DUES PAYMENT TIME - MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORTANT

PLEASE JOI# GCCA: The annual dues are $10.00 per member (June 2011 through May 2012). Contri-
butions are vital to GCCA’s mission of improving our Colesville community. Make checks payable to
GCCA and mail to P.O. Box 4087, Colesville, MD 20914.

#AME(S):____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________ PHO#E___________________

Dues__________ GCCADonation___________TOTAL____________ Area # (if known) ____________

GCCAArea Representatives
(3 representatives per area)

1 Fred Pulliam 144 Bonifant Rd. 384-9094

2 Nancy Laich (5) 14321 Stilton Cir. 384-5741

3 Marguerite Raaen 14401 Sandy Ridge Rd 384-3307

4 Henry Morrow 13812 Mills Avenue 384-0827
4 Connie Morrow (3) 13812 Mills Avenue 384-0827

5 Adrienne Lees 14005 Overton Lane 384-9524

6 Rosina Mason 306 Colesville Manor 384-6651
6 Bill Backof 13814 Shannon Drive 384-7354
6 Cindy Lapinski 216 Colesville Manor 384-0392

7 Open

8 Open

9 Jasline Jesson 13217 Sherwood Forest 879-0940

10 Open

11 David Michaels (4) 508 Hawkesbury Lane 622-1805
11 Jeff Weingarten 605 Hawkesbury Terr 680-7904

12 Open

13 Open

14 Robert Bartol (2) 224 Springloch Road 622-5879

15 Open

16 Open

17 Open

18 Ray Rye 12820 Baker Dr. 622-2276
18 Janet MacNab 12435 Meadowood Dr. 622-4157

19 Mark Burg 1100 Orchard Way 706-2606

20 Rob Hoggarth 911 Notley Road 879-7097

21 Open

22 Martha Harris 13214 Kara La. 384-4063

23 Dan Wilhelm (1) 904 Cannon Rd. 384-2698

24 Beverly Paylor 13308 Burkhart St. 384-0817

25 Ed Weiler 1008 Mondrian Terr. 236-5956

26 Beverly Roof 12928 Allerton Lane 384-7247
26 Lenora Queen 12919 Broadmore Rd. 384-6521
26 Mary E. Rigney 12927 Allerton Lane 384-0660

27 Open

28 Otto E. Lewis 12617 Billington Rd. 384-0567

29 Edward Wetzlar (4) 316 Greenhill Way 622-6420

*******************************************
(1) President, (2) VP, (3) Treasurer, (4) Recording
Secretary, (5) Clarion Editor
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The next issue of the Clarion will be mailed in
May, 2012. The deadline for submitting news

and photographs is Friday, April 6.

Contact Editor Nancy Laich at 301-384-5741.
Or email nmkurgan@aol.com

For inquiries about advertising in the Clarion,
please email Dave Michaels at

emailbits@gmail.com

CCOOLLEESSVVIILLLLEE  MMEEAALLSS  OONN
WWHHEEEELLSS

needs volunteers to serve the needs of the
homebound in Colesville, Woodmoor, Calverton,
Four Corners, Burnt Mills, White Oak, and 

Burtonsville.
We deliver meals 5 days a week, 11:00 - 1:00.
For more information, please call Sarah Day at

301/384-5735
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