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Upcoming
Events
CalendarGreater Colesville Citizens Association, PO Box 4087, Colesville, MD 20914

Upcoming GCCA Board meetings will
be held at 7:30 pm at the Episcopal
Church of the Transfiguration, 13925
New Hampshire Ave.  Meetings are in
the room under the sanctuary and are
open to the public.  For information
contact GCCA President Dan Wilhelm
301-384-2698 or email address djwil-
helm@verizon.net

February

13     GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

14     Valentines Day

19     Presidents Day 

1

January

15    Martin Luther King Day

16    GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

www.GreaterColesville.org

March

11     Day Light Savings time starts

Turn clocks forward one hour

13     GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

26     Spring Break begins, Mont. Co.

Schools

GCCA Officers and Chairs:  President Dan Wilhelm, Vice President Sharon Brown, Treasurer
Marguerite Raaen, Recording Secretary David Michaels, Clarion Editor Nancy Laich 

President’s Message
Happy New Year to all! I hope you had a great holiday season.

My wife introduced me to a book by Timothy Synder, who is a
professor of history at Yale University. The book, “On Tyranny:
Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century”, was on the Wash-
ington Post’s list of the Best Nonfiction Books of 2017, and has
been a bestseller for months.  The author’s message concerns the
necessity of an involved citizenry and of staying informed to insure
an enduring and strong democracy. He emphasizes the impor-
tance of vigilant citizens who will stand against the encroachment
of the personal rights and liberties of any group. 

Our founding fathers structured our government with a set of
checks and balances and included the Bill of Rights to insure a
free press, free speech and freedom to assemble.  This book
points out that these measures may not be enough if citizens are
not involved and points to actions we should all take. One is to un-
derstand what is fact or truth, and act upon it. Another is to speak
out. GCCA is one vehicle, but officials need to hear from a variety
of people in the community. Third, citizens need to support and
contribute to strong ethical groups. And we all need to take elec-
tions seriously by learning about the candidates and voting.

I have been receiving many emails from people running for of-
fice this year. An exceptionally large number of people are already
running and more are entering the race every week or so. For ex-
ample, I have been told that so far, 30 people are officially running
for the four at-large council seats. There are many others running
for governor, the Maryland house and senate, district council
seats, county executive and congressional seats. We all need to
learn about the various candidates so we can make informed deci-
sions in the June 26th primary and November 6th general elec-
tion.

Continued on pg. 5 
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Leading the Way in Colesville 
Area Listings & Sales...... 

 
 

  
You can rely on our 40+ years of experience 

to get the job done right in any market! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

direct: 301-237-3685 / office: 301-384-8700 
e-mail: savercools@mris.com  
web: www.savercoolteam.com 
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Quality, Honesty, Convenient Flexible Times, 

and Lower Cost 
 

Family Owned for Over 30 years 
Licensed, Insured and Bonded 
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First Cleaning with this Ad 
 

Call Today For Your FREE Estimate 
 

301 563-3393    240 353-6751 
 

www.AnasHouseKeepingServices.com 
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Three New Montgomery County Master Plans
by Dan Wilhelm

There are three County master plans coming up for hearings during January and February.  The
GCCA Board will talk about these at our January and February meetings, but I want to share my cur-
rent view.

The County Council is having a hearing on January 16 concerning the Energized Public Space
Functional Master Plan.  That document looks at the need for parks in downtown Silver Spring and
then compares it with what exists.  While that high level methodology is good, some of the criteria
used are faulty.  The first faulty approach is that they assumed employees need the same park facili-
ties during the work day as residents need on nights and weekends.  Ball fields are rarely, if ever,
used during business hours.  The second faulty approach is an assumption that users only walk to
the park and that the park must be within a 10 minute walk.  The Parks Department also wants to
apply this same methodology to what they consider urban areas, which include most land east of Old
Columbia Pike in our area.  Some of that land does have high density development, but parts of it are
like Colesville - quarter, half, one and two acre lots.  We are suburban, not urban.  The draft plan
identified 26 parks that need to be activated, corrected, renovated/repurposed or developed in down-
town Silver Spring.  That number of parks is much too high to be affordable, especially when it is ex-
tended to the entire county.  Funds for the Hillandale Park redevelopment have been recently
removed from the proposed Park budget because of other priorities.  The neighbors there are irate
since they have worked with the Parks Department for more than four years to design the renovation
and include it in the budget.

The Planning Board is holding a hearing on February 15 concerning the Master Plan for Highways
and Transitways.  Contrary to the name, its primary focus is roads, with transit and bikeways being
covered in other documents.  The intent is to correct inconsistencies that have occurred over the
years as area master plans have been updated.  It primarily focuses on road classifications.  I am
proposing we ask that Kara Lane and Wolf Drive (secondary roads) be classified the same as Can-
non Road (primary residential) so the roads receive the same level of snow plowing.  With a no-left
turn onto southbound New Hampshire from Cannon, Kara and Wolf are the only safe exits for the
500+ houses behind the post office.  We are also objecting to the proposed speed reduction on six
roads to 25 mph.  Cherry Hill is the most obvious where the speed is currently 40 mph and there are
almost no business or residential driveways onto it.

The Planning Board is also holding a hearing on January 25th concerning the Bicycle Master Plan.
While we support accommodating bicycles where possible, there are massive problems with this
plan.  For one thing it would cost many billions, when the annual county budget is less than one mil-
lion.  It proposes at least 19 bridge replacements including two on Randolph Road and four on US29.
It proposes a sidepath along most major roads and primary residential roads.  A sidepath is 10 feet
wide (some places 16 feet) plus another five feet for a grass buffer.  By comparison, my driveway is 8
feet and highway lane widths are 11-12 feet.  There are some places where sufficient right-of-ways
exist, but for many road sections it would require eliminating highway lanes or taking land from cur-
rent residents and businesses.  The result would be to greatly impact vehicle traffic or people’s prop-
erties.  The proposed plan also proposes a greenway on Kara and Autumn which would shift the
focus of these roads to use by bikers.  While not clear, the plan appears to want to eliminate those
who live in the 500+ households in the neighborhood from using these roads to access New Hamp-
shire Ave, the Post Office and commercial area, converting each road to a cul-de-sac for vehicles, but
not bikes, and reducing the speed limit to 15 mph. 



4

WSSC Water Main Replacement Projects: There are two WSSC projects in Colesville.  One is
called Tamarack and replaces 3.9 miles of pipe on both sides of E. Randolph Rd. around Tamarack
Rd.  On the south side it covers east of Cannon Rd., while on the north side it covers most roads east
of Tamarack Rd. WSSC awarded a contract to Rivers Construction Group with a completion date of
April 2020, weather permitting.  We have asked that this project be phased so roads that are in poor
shape can be repaved sooner.  The road in the worse condition is Tamarack Rd south of Randolph.
We have also had complaints about Broadmore Rd. and Billington Rd.

The second WSSC project is the Theresa Dr. project to replace 2.6 miles of pipe covering the area
along Springloch Road.  It also covers Eldrid Dr. and roads south of it to Davan Dr. WSSC will be
holding a community meeting on January 11th for the residents who live along the road sections
where the pipe will be replaced.  The most recent information we have is that WSSC expects to
award the construction contract late in January.  We would also like this project to be phased so that
the speed humps on Springloch Road can be installed by County Department of Transportation after
WSSC repaves the road.

Cannon Road Green Streets Project: The County Department of Environment Protection (DEP)
held a community meeting on December 14 to provide an update on the project.  This project covers
the area north of Cannon Rd. on the east side of New Hampshire Ave., south of E. Randolph Rd. and
west of the Hollywood Branch/Burkhart St.  They have identified 113 possible places to install biore-
tention gardens (roads with curbs) or bio-swales (roads without curbs).  The soil boring has been
completed, but the results are just starting to be analyzed.  Where underground utilities exist near the
sites, they will also determine the depth of the utility.  The designs will be complete in the summer
2018 timeframe, and another community meeting held in the fall of 2018.  They will also be meeting
with the residents of each property slated to receive a garden or swale.  Final designs are slated for
fall 2019, and construction to start in the winter of 2020 or spring 2021. 

Hilton Extended Stay Hotel Construction Update: The Duffie Company construction of this 100-
room hotel on Elton Rd, just off the Beltway and New Hampshire Ave, is progressing rapidly.  The
wooden shell is being built in sections in PA and trucked to the site.  The shell construction is pro-
jected to take four weeks and will have been completed before you read this – end of 2017.  They
hope to open late summer 2018.

Washington Adventist Hospital (WAH): WAH broke ground on March 7, 2016, for a $331M, 170-
bed hospital and medical campus on Plum Orchard Rd. in back of Target.  Construction is progress-
ing rapidly with 200-300 people working on it.  The name of the Hospital has been changed to White
Oak Medical Center. 

Viva White Oak Project: This 280 acre new town development will be on FDA Blvd off Cherry Hill
Rd. and extension of Industrial Blvd off of US29.  The Planning Board approved the sketch plan on
November 30.  The exact mix of residential and non-residential will be determined as the develop-
ment builds out over the next 10-15 years, but it is limited to 12.18M sq. ft. total with a maximum of
6.1M sq. ft. residential. 

Continued on page 5

Updates on Colesville Area Projects
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Hillandale Gateway Project: The Duffie Company has entered into a partnership with the Housing
Opportunities Commission (HOC) to replace the outdated 96 bed senior affordable unit Holly Hall on
New Hampshire Ave at the Beltway with 500 residential units and 430K sq. ft. of retail.  The residen-
tial units include replacement of HOC units, Moderately Priced Dwelling Units (MPDUs) and market
rate units.  The Planning Board approved the sketch plan on November 16, 2017.  The headquarters
of the Duffie Company is in the new building in Colesville next to the Giant shopping center.  They
have both retail and office space available for rent. 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA): There are approximately 12,855 people assigned to the
Federal Research Center (FRC) at White Oak, but the daily peak is only 7800 people.  The FDA is
the primary tenant that occupies the current 3.8M sq. ft. of office and lab space.  The General Serv-
ices Administration (GSA) is developing a master plan and related documents that would add 1.6M
sq. ft. to accommodate the projected 18,000 total population.  Public meetings have been held con-
cerning possible layouts.  The draft Master Plan will be available in the spring of 2018 with the final in
the fall of 2018.  FDA has about 3800 additional employees it needs to bring to White Oak in the near
future.

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT): The BRT design for the US29 BRT corridor is progressing.  The county
held a public meeting in November.  They expect the design to be complete in May 2018, and we
should see some ideas for restructuring and expanding local bus service in the spring.  Local bus
service needs to become circulators that take people to the BRT stations from home and work.

The major difficulty with the current BRT design is that it will operate in mixed traffic from New
Hampshire Ave to the Silver Spring Metro, which is very congested during peak periods.  The Council
requested in May/June that the County Department of Transportation (DOT) submit a supplemental
budget request to study removing the existing median and using reversible lanes to obtain an HOV
lane in the peak travel direction so BRT vehicles are not stuck in the congestion.  The Council has in-
formed DOT that they expect them to begin the study using existing funds. 

In the September Clarion, I asked people to register their complaints to the Silver Spring Postmas-
ter about the appearance of our Colesville post office. Congressman Jamie Raskin saw the article
and stepped in to get the postmaster to address the problems. Gabriel Hamilton took over as Post-
master last spring for the six post offices within Silver Spring, including ours. He came to our Novem-
ber meeting and was very forthcoming about the problems and getting them fixed. Even before that
meeting, the grass had been cut, bushes trimmed, and much of the trash picked out of the bushes –
a good start. He agrees with us that more needs to be done. The bushes are still too tall but only so
much can be trimmed at once without killing them. He is working to put in place a process to pick up
the trash, cut the grass on a regular basis and trim the bushes more in the spring. He has also had
the parking lot lights fixed. Our thanks go out to Congressman Raskin and others in the community
who got involved to address this problem. 

Our monthly meetings are open to everyone. They provide a means to learn what is going on and ex-
press you opinion on issues we discuss. I encourage you to attend.

Dan Wilhelm, President, GCCA

President’s Message       (Continued)

Updates on Colesville Area Projects    (continued)
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In summer 2016, Montgomery County Recreation; East County Regional Services Center, Adven-
tist Community Services GW, MCPS and Manna Foods came together to pilot a Food, Fun, Fitness
and Fundamentals camp for the East County community.  In summer 2017, Strathmore Foundation
was added.  The goal was to build community, broaden partnerships, leverage resources, and
strengthen investments.  

Growing poverty in Montgomery County is forcing many families to make hard decisions between
basic fundamental needs and programs that promote growth and development.  Summers are partic-
ularly challenging because many families who receive free or reduced lunch, and whose students re-
ceive extra academic support during the school year, are left without these important resources.  

By providing this summer camp, several issues are tackled.  Food insecurity is addressed by pro-
viding healthy meals at no cost to families, and by sending home Smart Sacks (Manna) to help fami-
lies make food budgets go further.  Also, the achievement gap is narrowed by providing summer
learning opportunities in math, computer science and language arts, and social equity is improved in
out-of-school time programming by ensuring high quality opportunities are accessible to underserved
youth in East County.  This summer camp also alleviates financial stress and strain by providing
young people with meaningful employment opportunities and preparing them to enter the adult work-
force.

Food, Fun, Fitness and Fundamentals enrolled 150 campers; provided 240 hours of care; 180,000
hours of physical activity; 2,240 Service Learning hours; and 800 learning hours for participants, in
addition to the $31,197 earned by TeenWorks employees.  Through MCPS 3,878 breakfast and 4,173
lunches were served for a total of 8,051 meals provided.  Measurable academic benefits of the pro-
gram are increased hours of classroom instruction; certified teachers; computerized tutoring aids;
subject retention, and increased reading skills.

Strathmore arrived on the scene this summer and provided a robust group of arts enrichment
components to the camp as a commitment to their East County Arts initiative. Young campers en-
joyed choral music, step dance, and circus arts.  Campers LOVED this component and flourished in
showcasing their new talents.

Another important aspect of the Food, Fun, Fitness and Fundamentals camp were the swim les-
sons.  Based on statistics, fear and panic are the two factors that contribute the most to drowning.
Students overcame their fears and became “swimmers”.  Classes focused on “water survival” tech-
niques, such as how to tread water and how to turn over and float on their backs when they get tired.
Mastering these skills changes their mindset.

The success of the program is measured by the daily average attendance of nearly 125 students
and positive feedback from parents, guardians, family members, and school administrators who fully
supported the program in every way.  This model is the template for great things for young people in
the summer months – fun, food, fitness and fundamentals!

Food, Fun, Fitness and Fundamentals 
Successful Summer Camp in East Montgomery Co
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BONIFANT VETERINARY CLINIC
 433 BONIFANT ROAD 

SILVER SPRING, MD 20905 
PH: (301) 236-0044   (301) 384-4101 

www.bonifantvet.com 

 FULL SERVICE CLINIC 
 PREVENTIVE CARE 
 CARE CREDIT PAYMENT PLAN 
 MEDICAL & SURGICAL 
 DENTAL 
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 PERSONALIZED SERVICE 
 FLEXIBLE HOURS 
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 OPEN ON WEEKENDS 
 PLENTY OF PARKING 
 

 COUPON 
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Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 
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Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 
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Expires March 31, 2018 Expires March 31, 2018

The next issue of the Clarion will be mailed in March
2018.  The deadline for submitting news and photo-
graphs is Friday, February 23, 2017.

Contact Editor Nancy Laich at 301-412-5301, or
nmkurgan@aol.com

For inquiries about advertising in the Clarion, please
email Dave Michaels at emailbits@gmail.com
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Robert John Coyne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

400 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD, WEST
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20901
(301) 681-5013   FAX (301) 681-8765

Bob@rcoyne-law.com
www.rcoyne-law.com
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St. Gregory

Orthodox Church

has moved to Colesville and

we would like to introduce

ourselves.

The Orthodox Church proclaims the ancient

Christian Faith, as taught by Christ, his Apostles and

the Saints. As a small Western Rite congregation of

the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese, we

use the old Roman liturgy in traditional English with

Gregorian chant and Western hymns. 

All are welcome!

We are located at 13407 Roxbury Rd, off Midland

Rd. We sing Saturday Vespers at 6pm. On Sundays

we sing Matins at 9am and the Mass (the Divine

Liturgy) is at 9:30am. More information about the

Orthodox Faith and about our congregation may be

found on our website: stgregoryoc.org or by

contacting us at frnicholas@aol.com.

Contact us for a 
 FREE HOME ANALYSIS 

Silver Spring/Colesville O�ce
13321 New Hampshire Avenue

301-236-4301
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Hoffmaster’s Auto Care

Auto Care you can Trust

Serving Colesville for over 30 years

Noel Reitz Now On Staff 

Complete Auto Repairs
Foreign & Domestic

Maryland Sate Inspections

Steve Hoffmaster - Owner

11937 Tech Road
Silver Spring,

MD 20904

(301) 622-9797

$27.95
Lube, Oil
& Filter

Add up to 5 Qts.
motor oil & install

new oil filter

Most cars & light Trucks
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A Colesville neighbor has experienced severe
damage to Blue Spruce trees and has graciously
shared useful information on treatment and pre-
vention.  There have been hundreds of lost trees
in Montgomery County as a result of a fungus
that if left untreated, will kill the tree.  

There are three principle types of diseases
that affect blue spruce trees: needlecasts, tip
blights and canker diseases. All of these dis-
eases are caused by fungal pathogens and each
produce specific symptoms that can be useful in
diagnosing the problem.  The following link pro-
vides more detailed information;
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/
what_is_spruce_decline_and_what_should_you_
do_about_it

As with any tree health problem, the first step
in dealing with declining spruce trees is to diag-
nose the problem and identify the cause.  For

Deadly Fungus Damaging Blue Spruce Trees
large or important landscape trees, homeowners
should contact a professional arborist or tree
care company.

Decline usually starts on lower branches. Photo
credit: Dennis Fulbright, MSU
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GCCA DUES PAYMENT TIME - MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORTANT

PLEASE JOIN GCCA:  The annual dues are $10.00 per person (June 2017 through May 2018).  Contribu-

tions are vital to GCCA’s mission of improving our Colesville community.  Make checks payable to GCCA

and mail to P.O. Box 4087, Colesville, MD  20914.  Or, go to greatercolesville.org and pay online.

NAME(S):__________________________________________________Area # (if known)____________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________PHONE____________________

Dues__________ GCCA Donation___________EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________

GCCA Area Representatives 
(3 representatives per area)

1   Fred Pulliam 144 Bonifant Rd. 602-0825

1   Deborah Mende 144 Bonifant Rd. 240-440-1758

2   Open

3   Marguerite Raaen 14404 Sandy Ridge Rd 384-3307

3   Fred Stichnoth 14105 Cricket Ln 706-6828

4   Henry Morrow 13812 Mills Avenue 384-0827

5   Paul Daisey 13910 Overton Ln 651-7148

6   Bill Backof 13814 Shannon Drive 384-7354

7   Open

8   Open

9   Michael Persh 208 Montvale Terr 879-4560

10  Open

11  David Michaels 508 Hawkesbury Lane 622-1805

12  Open

13  Open

14  Robert Bartol 224 Springloch Road 622-5879

15  Ken Himes 12704 Hammonton Rd.  622-3690

16  Sharon Brown

17  Pat Corey 41 Shaw Ave 622-5339

18   Ray Rye 12820 Baker Dr. 622-2276

19   Mark Pankow 908 Hobbs Dr. 703-851-1315

20   Chris Naughten 800 Midland Rd 758-3633

21   Jay Hagler 1325 Crockett Ln   240-994-8993

22   Open

23   Dan Wilhelm 904 Cannon Rd. 384-2698

24   Open

25   Ed Weiler 1008 Mondrian Terr. 236-5956

26   Beverly Roof 12928 Allerton Lane 384-7247

27   Open

28   Otto E. Lewis 12617 Billington Rd. 384-0567

28   George Ezikpe 1310 Leister Dr. 717-0625

29   Alcira Groomes 204 Valley Brook Dr. 625-8919
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AREA REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED

Support your neighborhood & community

For more information, contact your Area

representative 
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