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Upcoming
Events
CalendarGreater Colesville Citizens Association, PO Box 4087, Colesville, MD 20914

Upcoming GCCA Board meetings will
be held at 7:30 pm at the Episcopal
Church of the Transfiguration, 13925
New Hampshire Ave.  Meetings are in
the room under the sanctuary and are
open to the public.  For information
contact GCCA President Dan Wilhelm
301-384-2698 or email address djwil-
helm@verizon.net

February

14   GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

20   President’s Day, no school

(MCPS)
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January

10   GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

13   Soul Line Dance Party  6:00pm

White Oak Rec Ctr.

(second Fri. of each month)

16   Dr. Martin Luther King Day

(no school, MCPS)

20   Presidential Inauguration Day

(no school, MCPS)

www.GreaterColesville.org

March

12   Daylight Savings Time ends,

Turn clocks 1 hour ahead

14   GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

GCCA Officers and Chairs:  President Dan Wilhelm, Vice President Sharon Brown, Treasurer
Marguerite Raaen, Recording Secretary David Michaels, Clarion Editor Nancy Laich 

President’s Message

Since the September Clarion, the main local topic has been the pro-

posed speed humps on Shaw Ave and Springloch Rd, which is reported in

a separate article. 

A number of people in the neighborhood were apparently upset that

they had not heard about this effort until they received the September

Clarion.  If you were in this category, you should not have been surprised

since what was done essentially follows how the government works at all

levels, which are the basic processes used by GCCA.  Essentially, when a

problem is identified, a possible solution is identified, and then that solu-

tion is presented to the public for comment.  

GCCA has area representatives who should attend our monthly meet-

ings.  Their role is to bring issues to the Board and participate in develop-

ing the solution.  The issue of speeding arose via area reps, plus some

people also spoke directly to me (another way to bring up an issue), and

thirdly others brought up the issue at our monthly meetings.  The effort in

2015 and the first half of 2016 consisted of developing a solution.  The

September Clarion and meeting were efforts to make the public aware of

the solution, after it was ready to be presented.  GCCA went the extra

step in November to have a second meeting to discuss alternatives, in

order that those voting can make an informed decision. 

In this situation, the affected residents (as explained in the separate ar-

ticle on page 4) actually get to decide. Neither GCCA nor the County

makes that decision.  Those who were involved or at least knew of it ear-

lier in the process had attended GCCA meetings.  Recall that I encourage

people to attend in each Clarion and if possible become an area Rep.  We

have also started posting our agenda and minutes on our web site to help

people better know what is going on.  

Some of the most vocal people live in an area not directly affected by

the speed humps.  There is a group who believe that the speed humps, if

approved and installed, will encourage large numbers of drivers to use
Eldrid Rd.  More likely, since drivers will take the fastest and easiest 

Continued on page 3
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route, they will drive over the speed humps.  Even if that expectation proves to be incorrect, we can always

begin the process of considering speed humps in other areas at a future date.  If the installation of speed humps

is not approved, there has been much discussion about trying one or more of the other solutions. 

In addition to speed humps, there are many decisions that will be made over the next eight months concern-

ing transportation improvements and development east of US29.  See other articles dealing with decisions that

the Council will need to make over the next two months.  After that, decisions would need to be made concern-

ing the final BRT design for US29 including funding to build it.  Further development decisions would then be

made for Viva White Oak and other projects in Hillandale. More about those decisions once they get closer.  

I have been told that some people in the community are concerned about losing an existing travel lane on

Randolph and New Hampshire for Bus Rapid Transit (BRT).  These two corridors have not started the design

process yet.  The Master Plan for BRT shows the vehicles operating in existing lanes (i.e. mixed traffic) in our

area, and that is unlikely to change. New Hampshire may have a lane repurposed south of White Oak/Beltway if

it can be shown that doing so will not make the remaining lanes more congested.  On US29 south of New

Hampshire, the proposal is to convert or repurpose the right lane to HOV, which would then be used for BRT,

other buses and cars with multiple people.  The idea is to take some single driver occupied cars off the road by

giving people a choice so that the remaining two lanes are no more congested, and hopefully, less congested

than they are currently.  By allowing the BRT vehicle to travel fast past the cars sitting in the congested lanes,

more people will likely decide to use BRT.  A BRT vehicle will be able to carry 100-120 people, so if 60 people

use each vehicle that means 50-60 fewer cars in the congested lanes.  Since a BRT vehicle is slated to travel one

direction every five minutes (maybe more frequently), that means 600 to 700 fewer vehicles per hour.  That

number could increase substantially with more riders and the vehicles operating more frequently. 

Dan Wilhelm

President, GCCA

President’s Message  (continued)

The next Corridor Advisory Committee (CAC) meetings for US29 are scheduled.  There will be
two separate meetings, one for US29 South and one for US29 North.  Each will cover the same
agenda.  US29 South will be discussed by the committee on Jan 31, and US29 North will be covered
on Feb 2.  

On January 20, a draft of the US 29 Corridor Study Report will be released to the CACs and pub-
lic.  The Draft Corridor Study Report will contain both information already presented to the CACs, and
the results from the analysis of alternatives.  On February 15 the county/state will hold a US 29 Open
House to present information to the public and receive comments.  It will be held at the White Oak
Community Center (Social Hall).  The report and other information will be posted on the county web
site at http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/brt/. 

The county has started an effort to select a name for the BRT system.  The names proposed for
consideration are Flash, Rapid, and Swift.  Go to the following web site to cast your vote.
http://getonboardbrt.com/

Bus Rapit Transit (BRT) Update
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As previously reported, citizens approached the Greater Colesville Citizens Association (GCCA)
multiple times in 2014 asking that we do something to address speeding on Shaw Ave and Springloch
Rd.  We talked with Montgomery County Department of Transportation (DOT) about possible solu-
tions, and they indicated that the use of speed humps is the most effective long-term solution.  This
matches our 20 year experience with addressing the same problem on Notley Rd.  Thus GCCA
started the formal process to determine whether streets could have speed humps by county regula-
tion, and then whether the affected residents wanted them.

This effort was explained in the September 2016 Clarion, and we had a neighborhood meeting on
September 8 to discuss this effort.  Because many members of the community wanted to understand
alternatives to speed humps, we distributed an information package to almost 700 houses in the area,
and held a second community meeting on November 15.  Materials we handed out can be found on
the GCCA web site at https://greaterc.ipower.com/.  Of the two types of speed humps, the vote is for
the flat-top type, which allows vehicles to safely drive at the higher speed of 25mph over them. 

The County determined that 149 houses along these two streets and adjacent streets could vote
on whether to have the county install speed humps.  The County regulation determined who can vote
and County DOT personnel decided which households get to vote.  Essentially those are the house-
holds who realistically have to drive over the speed humps to enter or leave their home in any one di-
rection.  If speed humps were encountered in one direction but not the other, those households on
side streets don’t get to vote. 

There are two decision packages, Shaw Ave east of Gaffney Rd with three speed humps, and
Shaw/Springloch west of Gaffney Rd with five speed humps.  To be approved, 80% of those house-
holds with a Shaw Ave or Springloch Rd address and 50% of those on side streets must concur.  The
packages are independent of each other and a vote on one package doesn’t affect what happens on
the other package.  Households only vote on the package that most directly affects them. 

GCCA volunteers started distributing the voting package the first week in December.  Everyone
should have received it by now and I hope everyone has voted.  Because of the holidays, we gave
people until Jan 15.  We want everyone to vote: support, oppose or abstain.  An abstention counts the
same as a “NO” vote.  To ensure a fair result, we want each household to return the ballot.  We don’t
want people who forgot to vote to be counted as a no vote.  If we don’t receive the form back, we will
follow up to ensure everyone’s view is included.  We also provided a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope for those who wish to vote confidentially. 

Traffic Calming Needed on Shaw Ave. & Springloch Rd.
Speed Humps Possible as a Solution
by Dan Wilhelm

Cannon Road Elementary School Volunteer Tutors

Currently about 10 volunteers are working as tutors in reading and math with first and second
graders at Cannon Road Elementary School.  The program may need some additional tutors
starting around mid-January.  Anyone interested in volunteering for about an hour or so every
week should contact Margaret Currie at 301-384-6602, or Pat Corey at 301-622-5339.
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The SSP is intended to be the primary tool that the County uses to pace new development with the provision of ade-

quate public facilities.  The policy is updated every four years and this is one of those years.  In addition to the SSP, im-

pact taxes are also collected from developers to pay their share of the capital cost needed to support their development

and public schools.

I was involved with the Planning Department for over two years, and with the Council earlier this fall on this update,

including both policy and impact tax rate.  I wrote a summary of the changes and compared them with the previous pol-

icy.  Because of its length, it is posted on the GCCA web site rather than being included in the Clarion.  Overall, I am

happy with the outcome.  The new transportation policy is much more understandable, moves away from focusing prima-

rily on vehicle traffic.  It also considers pedestrian, transit and bicycle modes of travel.  It also helps remove some of the

needless roadblocks in allowing non-residential development to proceed, thus allowing projects to proceed that would

provide more job opportunities and increase the tax base ( thus helping to keep residential taxes down).  It also helps ad-

dress crowding in one school within a cluster, whereas looking only at a cluster-wide average might hide crowding.  It

will also provide slightly more funding for school capital needs.  I encourage you to read the summary that addresses the

key points. 

Subdivision Staging Policy (SSP)
by Dan Wilhelm

Montgomery County Bicycle Master Plan
by Paul Daisey

Montgomery County Planning Department began working on the Bicycle Master Plan on July 1, 2015.  The MC Bike

Master Plan Framework document http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Approved-Bicycle-Mas-

ter-Plan-Framework-Report.pdf published in October sets forth a vision for Montgomery County as a world-class bicy-

cling community.  The vision includes goals, and objectives, metrics and data collection for each goal.  The goals are: 

1. Increase bicycling rates in Montgomery County; 

2. Create a highly-connected, convenient, and low-stress bicycling network; 

3. Provide equal access to low-stress bicycling for all members of the community; 

4. Improve the safety of bicycling.

The vision is to be realized via bicycle infrastructure, programs, policies, and priorities.  The framework document de-

fines new bicycle infrastructure types that replace older bikeway type definitions used previously.  It also recommends re-

vised and new programs, policies and priorities for implementation by County Agencies. 

Draft descriptions of programs, policies and priorities are currently being refined.  The Draft Bicycle Master Plan will

be submitted to the planning board for approval.  The MC Bike Master Plan Citizens Advisory Committee will review

bike facilities specified in existing community Master Plans, and recommend changes in accordance with the Bicycle

Master Plan that will be approved by the board.

Progress towards realizing the vision will be monitored by:

1. Evaluating achievement of objectives for the goals above by applying metrics for each objective using data;

2. Identifying bikeways and bike parking;

3. Recommending changes to county policies and programs

The bicycle stress map http://www.mcatlas.org/bikestress/ provides the base "collected data" on bicycling conditions

that along with other collected data, enables progress monitoring.  Note that the bicycle stress map won an American

Planning Association Chapter award: http://montgomeryplanning.org/planning-department-receives-2016-american-plan-

ning-association-chapter-award-bicycle-stress-map/

.

For additional information on the Bicycle Master Plan, you may contact:
David Anspacher, Transportation Planner / Coordinator at 301-495-2191, 
david.anspacher@montgomeryplanning.org
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On December 13, four items were introduced at the County Council and a hearing date was set
for January 17 at 1:30 for three of them.  The items are:

1. Resolution to amend prior Resolution 18-195, which approved the Declaration of no Further
Need for WSSC Site II.  This is the resolution that says the county can enter into a partnership with
General  LifeSci Development Corp (GLDC).  It set forth material terms that the County Executive
needed to include in the General Development Agreement (GDC).  The Executive changed one ma-
terial term, largely by saying that the county would not provide 40% of the funds needed to develop
the property.  The County Executive didn’t want to put forward some $165M over and above needed
infrastructure.  The GDA moved that level of funding onto GLDC in addition to the other 60% that was
already its responsibility.  By doing so, the county avoids the risk of losing the funds if the develop-
ment fails, and avoids the need to borrow the funds.  By making that change, the county also gave up
any profit that the partnership might achieve years in the future.  The main benefit to the County from
the development effort would be the resulting tax revenue, which has been estimated to be $1.3B
over the next 30 years, and that is after paying to provide the normal services businesses and resi-
dents receive.  It looks like the Council could just amend their material terms to agree with what the
County Executive agreed to in the GDA.  The Council could also decide otherwise, which would likely
reopen the entire GDA and could kill the entire project. 

2. The second item was to give the council until March 15 to decide the above item.  There was
no hearing on that item. 

3. The County Executive requested a $47.2M appropriation from the Capital Improvements Pro-
gram (CIP) to improve three general community use roads, per the GDA.  A total of $40M is needed
to upgrade FDA Blvd (from the Federal Research Center back door to Cherry Hill Rd), extend Indus-
trial Parkway between US29 and FDA Blvd, and build part of the B-5 new road that connects Plum
Orchard Dr to FDA Blvd.  The Adventist Hospital is building the segment in front of the hospital and
the CIP would build the remainder of that road.  The remaining work is the demolition of the old
WSSC composing facility (called Site II), that will become part of Viva White Oak , and undertake en-
vironmental testing and clean-up.  (The County will receive the $42M, which is the full market value
for its land.)

4. The fourth item identifies the need for local intersection improvements, road widening, building
new roads, transit improvements and bikeway improvements.  It also concerns a proposed prorata
fee developers would need to contribute to cover their share of the improvements.  The fee would be
a “per vehicle trip” or maybe a “per square foot” basis.  County DOT investigated 61 intersections and
found 25 needed improvements.  In addition, they developed a cost to improve transit and bikeways.
Part of the decision process is to determine what the county/state would pay for, and what develop-
ers would pay for.  The total projected cost is $968.6M, including the $365M needed for the three
grade-separated interchanges on US29.  The proposed fee ($6500 per vehicle trip) is in addition to
the transportation and school impact taxes, which are also substantial.  The material that was intro-
duced for the public hearing raises many questions, which are going to take a lot of time and effort to
evaluate.  One question is whether the fee is so high as to make the development not economically
viable, in which case the County would not receive the $1.3B tax benefit identified above.

Pending Council Decisions in Early 2017
by Dan Wilhelm
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BONIFANT VETERINARY CLINIC
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Expires March 31, 2017 Expires March 31, 2017

The next issue of the Clarion will be mailed in March
2017.  The deadline for submitting news and photo-
graphs is Friday, February 17, 2017.

Contact Editor Nancy Laich at 301-412-5301, or
nmkurgan@aol.com

For inquiries about advertising in the Clarion, please
email Dave Michaels at emailbits@gmail.com
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Robert John Coyne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

400 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD, WEST
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20901
(301) 681-5013   FAX (301) 681-8765

Bob@rcoyne-law.com
www.rcoyne-law.com
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Forcey Christian School
Fully Devoted to Christ

Academically, Socially and Spiritually

Located at the corner of E. Randolph Road and

Old Columbia Pike in Silver Spring

www.fcs.school
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• Fully-accredited by MSA and ACSI

• Diverse student body of more than 500
from 3-yr-olds through 8th grade

• Caring, professional staff

• Curriculum exceeds 
national and state standards

• Before and after care offered

• Call 301-622-2281 to schedule a tour.
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 Fast Track Urgent Care   Subway 
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 Parcel Plus                   Pollo-Mex Restaurant 
 Sherwin-Williams            Dunkin Donuts       
 GNC              Wing Wah 
 Ledo Pizza                     Master Method Karate 
 Greek Village Restaurant   
           

 
 

 
 

Giant Food Center at the intersection of 

Randolph Rd. and New Hampshire Ave.  
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Hoffmaster’s Auto Care

Auto Care you can Trust

Serving Colesville for over 30 years

Noel Reitz Now On Staff 

Complete Auto Repairs
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Maryland Sate Inspections

Steve Hoffmaster - Owner
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Silver Spring,

MD 20904
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Leading the Way in Colesville 
Area Listings & Sales...... 

 
 

  
You can rely on our 40+ years of experience 

to get the job done right in any market! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

direct: 301-237-3685 / office: 301-384-8700 
e-mail: savercools@mris.com  
web: www.savercoolteam.com 

Dr. JoAnne Carey 301-641-1176

info@pethospicehousecalls.com
Visit our website: www.pethospicehousecalls.com
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GCCA DUES PAYMENT TIME - MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORTANT

PLEASE JOIN GCCA:  The annual dues are $10.00 per person (June 2016 through May 2017).  Contribu-

tions are vital to GCCA’s mission of improving our Colesville community.  Make checks payable to GCCA

and mail to P.O. Box 4087, Colesville, MD  20914.  Or, go to greatercolesville.org and pay online.

NAME(S):__________________________________________________Area # (if known)____________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________PHONE____________________

Dues__________ GCCA Donation___________EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________

GCCA Area Representatives 
(3 representatives per area)

1   Fred Pulliam 144 Bonifant Rd. 384-9094

1   Deborah Mende 144 Bonifant Rd. 240-440-1758

2   Open

3   Marguerite Raaen 14404 Sandy Ridge Rd 384-3307

3   Fred Stichnoth 14105 Cricket Ln 706-6828

4   Henry Morrow 13812 Mills Avenue 384-0827

5   Paul Daisey 13910 Overton Ln 651-7148

6   Bill Backof 13814 Shannon Drive 384-7354

7   Open

8   Open

9   Michael Persh 208 Montvale Terr 879-4560

10  Open

11  David Michaels 508 Hawkesbury Lane 622-1805

12  Open

13  Open

14  Robert Bartol 224 Springloch Road 622-5879

15  Ken Himes 12704 Hammonton Rd.  622-3690

16  Sharon Brown

17  Pat Corey 41 Shaw Ave 622-5339

18   Ray Rye 12820 Baker Dr. 622-2276

19   Mark Pankow 908 Hobbs Dr. 703-851-1315

20   Chris Naughten 800 Midland Rd 758-3633

21   Sonia Jarl 1228 Crockett Ln. 704-7165

21   Jay Hagler 1325 Crockett Ln   240-994-8993

22   Open

23   Dan Wilhelm 904 Cannon Rd. 384-2698

24   Open

25   Ed Weiler 1008 Mondrian Terr. 236-5956

26   Beverly Roof 12928 Allerton Lane 384-7247

27   Open

28   Otto E. Lewis 12617 Billington Rd. 384-0567

28   George Ezikpe 1310 Leister Dr. 717-0625

29   Alcira Groomes 204 Valley Brook Dr. 625-8919
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AREA REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED

Support your neighborhood & community

For more information, contact your Area

representative 
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