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Upcoming
Events
CalendarGreater Colesville Citizens Association, PO Box 4087, Colesville, MD 20914

January

14    GCCA Board Mtg., 7:30 pm

(see directions below)

20   Martin Luther King Day, No

school, Mont. Co. Schools

31   Chinese New Year

GCCA Officers and Chairs:  President Dan Wilhelm, Vice President Fred Pulliam, Treasurer

Ed Wetzlar, Recording Secretary David Michaels , Communications Secretary Mary Rigney,

Clarion Editor Nancy Laich  

Upcoming GCCA Board meetings will

be held at 7:30 pm at the Episcopal

Church of the Transfiguration, 13925

New Hampshire Ave.  Meetings are in

the room under the sanctuary and are

open to the public.  For information

contact GCCA President Dan Wilhelm

301-384-2698 or email address djwil-

helm@verizon.net

February

2     Groundhog Day

11    GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

17   President’s Day, No school,

Mont. Co. Schools

March

9      Daylight Savings Time begins

11    GCCA Board Mtg,.  7:30 pm

(see directions below)

21   National common courtesy Day
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If you are new to Colesville, welcome.  I hope everyone had a great holiday

season.

I am not going to say much on what we have been working on since there

are other articles that cover these three areas:  quality of education in our

schools, Master Plan of Highways and Transitways, and White Oak Science

Gateway (WOSG) Master Plan (MP).  However, I would like to paint the big

picture of where the activities will hopefully lead.  (This will not be quick or

easy.)  The primary purpose of the Master Plan of Highways and Transitways

for Colesville is getting Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) onto the official county plans,

which means the council supports it and thus can approve funding and other

measures related to it.  Once implemented,BRT is the primary approach for ad-

dressing road congestion, but funding BRT is a difficult problem that has yet to

be addressed.  Since BRT will provide a real alternative to driving, it will keep

air pollution and global warming from getting worse, and may lessen these

problems.  BRT brings into question the need to retain current growth policies

related to transportation, which includes impact taxes, Local Area Transporta-

tion Review (LATR) and Transportation Policy Area Review (TPAR).  A re-

vised approach is starting to emerge (at least it appears to me) as part of the

discussion on the WOSG MP to forgo these growth policies and replace them

with a special taxing district where new development would be required to pay

a reasonable tax/fee before construction can begin and then would also pay an

annual fee to help cover the ongoing cost of BRT.

The new development proposed in the WOSG MP is expected to provide

good paying jobs.  We already have FDA in White Oak, which is the reason

many jobs can be drawn to our area.  Over time more people with good in-

comes will move into the area and that will result in a better mix of all income

levels.  It is expected that all of this will lead to added amenities in our area,

such as nice restaurants and more entertainment.

County Council representation for GCCA residents is split between District

4 and 5.  District 4 is west of New Hampshire and District 5 is on the east side.

Councilwoman Nancy Navarro represents District 4 (and lives in Colesville)

and Councilwoman Valerie Ervin has been representing District 5.  Valerie an-

nounced she will be resigning the Council on January 3 to become executive

director of the Center of Working Families.  We wish Valerie well in her new

position and thank her for service to the County and District 5.

Because it is an election year, the remaining eight Council members will

appoint someone from District 5 to complete the unexpired term, which ends

on December 1, 2014.  I have submitted a letter of interest asking the Council

to consider me for the vacancy.  If I am selected, I would be in a better position

to have the discussions identified above with county officials.

President’s Message

Continued page 10



Mercedes–Benz Specialists

Pulliam Engineering
144 Bonifant Road, Silver Spring, MD 20905

www.pulliamengineering.com

When Your Service Provider Lets You Down Call Us!!

We Value Our Customers
High Quality Service for Your Mercedes

Factory Trained Technicians

The Latest Diagnostic Equipment

Competitive Prices

Committed to Getting Your Mercedes Back To You On Time

Fred Pulliam
“Expert Repairs, Quality Service”

(301) 384-9094, Monday-Friday 8:00-6:00

 EE..HH.. PPhhiiffeerr 
PPhhiiffeerr CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn CCoommppaannyy,, IInncc.. 

WWIINNDDOOWW,, SSIIDDIINNGG,, AANNDD RROOOOFFIINNGG CCOONNTTRRAACCTTOORRSS 
Established 1987 

16021 Industrial Drive 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

 

““SSeerrvviinngg tthhee MMeettrrooppoolliittaann MMaarryyllaanndd AArreeaa”” 
wwwwww..EEHHPPhhiiffeerr..ccoomm

 

NNOO MMoonneeyy DDoowwnn and LLIIFFEETTIIMMEE WWaarrrraannttyy on Workmanship and Service! 
 

CCoommpplleettee RRooooff RReeppllaacceemmeennttss 
RReessiiddeennttiiaall--CCoommmmeerrcciiaall 

SSeeaammlleessss AAlluummiinnuumm GGuutttteerrss && DDoowwnnssppoouutt 
PPrroo TTeecchh AAlluummiinnuumm GGuutttteerr GGuuaarrdd  

•  TTeeaarr OOffff && RReeppllaacceemmeenntt       RRooooff IInnssppeeccttiioonnss 
•  CCoommpplleettee VVeennttiillaattiioonn SSyysstteemmss 
•  CCeerrttiiffiieedd FFiirreessttoonnee IInnssttaalllleerr  

LLIICCEENNSSEEDD && IINNSSUURREEDD   MMHHIICC   2299665599 
CCaallll TTooddaayy ffoorr aa FFRREEEE EEssttiimmaattee 

330011 559988--11885599   330011 994488--77440000  

   SSeerrvviinngg MMaarryyllaanndd MMeettrrooppoolliittaann AArreeaa            

•

•

•
#

““WWaasshhiinnggttoonn CChheecckkbbooookk MMaaggaazziinnee HHiigghheesstt QQuuaalliittyy RRaattiinngg”” 
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The WOSG area is bounded by Cherry Hill Road, US29,

Northwest Branch stream and the County line. Please read

my overview in the President’s message before reading

what follows. 

In the September Clarion (found on www.GreaterCole-

sille.org), I indicated the Planning Board was expected to

approve the WOSG Master Plan and send it to the Council

for a public hearing and for a final decision.  As expected,

the Planning Board approved the plan and submitted it to

the Council.  The council,however, sent a letter back to the

Planning Board on October 2 requesting additional work

since the land use and transportation were not in balance.

The Planning Board had pointed out that imbalance in the

plan and indicated it is not possible to achieve balance with

the existing standards.  The staffs from the Planning Board,

County Executive and Council had a series of internal

meetings and then the planning staff presented alternatives

to the Board.  The Board considered the situation on Nov

26, Dec 12 and Dec 19 for a total of 7-8 hours of thought-

provoking discussion before approving a modified plan and

sending it back to the Council for action.  (I thank the Plan-

ning Board for this discussion since it helped me, and I be-

lieve others, to focus and evolve on the important and

difficult issues being raised.)

I provided a four page letter to the Planning Board on

December 9 that provided a prospective of the area since

1980, indicated what citizens want, and provided com-

ments on the alternatives the planning staff had presented

to the Planning Board (letter can be found on our web site.)

The staff estimated during the 7-8 hour discussion before

the Planning Board that the taxes and fees for just the 300

acre Percontee/Life Science properties would be $145M for

transportation and $60M for schools, phased in as develop-

ment occurs.  The Board agreed that they wanted the trans-

portation funds collected to be used for Bus Rapid Transit

(BRT).  The question was how to ensure to the greatest ex-

tent possible that the funds would be used for BRT. 

To address the land-use/transportation balance question

raised by the Council, the Board recommended the Subdi-

vision Staging Policy (SSP) be amended to create a new

category called the Transitional Transit Corridor.  This new

category would have a set of standards halfway between

urban (high transit service with Metrorail) and suburban

(local bus service).  This new category would apply only to

the White Oak/Fairland area, but might be considered for

other parts of the county when the SSP is next updated.

The County Executive and a number of citizens were

concerned that the proposed staging would block the de-

sired development.  The staging required funding of BRT

on US29 before stage 2 development could be approved.

This restriction creates a chicken-and-egg situation since

the development is one justification for the BRT and helps

fund it.  (Retaining the staging would just prolong and

probably make permanent the situation we are currently

living with.  Development has not been able to proceed in

Eastern Montgomery County since the middle 1980’s be-

cause transportation infrastructure has not been provided.

This lack of development has amplified a number of prob-

lems alluded to in the President’s message.)  Three of the

five Board members voted to eliminate the staging require-

ment.  Effectively, this would allow the developer to pay

the taxes and build. 

The Planning Board provided a number of alternatives to

the Council, per their request.  I expect many discussions at

the Council concerning the difficult questions the WOSG

MP raises.  We will need to see what the Council finally de-

cides.  

Horticulture students from Springbrook High

School recently collaborated with the Greater

Colesville Citizens  Association to help beautify our

community.  The students are in a Horticulture class

taught by Mr. Randy Decker.  In keeping with their

mission “to provide practical opportunities for master-

ing fundamental skills in the care and culture of plant

life in the home, business, and social environment”

students picked up their shovels in an effort to give

back to the community.  They gave their time, after

the school day, weeding and mulching sites in the

Colesville area.

Members of the GCCA Beautification Committee

have been maintaining sites (Welcome to Colesville

signs and entrances to developments in our commu-

nity) for a number of years and we were thrilled to

have the students participate in this community proj-

ect.  We are hopeful that this will be an ongoing col-

laboration.  The GCCA volunteers are Ann Harpster,

Sarah Leung, Ellen Isaacs, CeCe French, Sharon

Brown and Co-Chairmen Dave Michaels and Sylvia

McPherson.

Springbrook HS Students 
Partner With the Community
by Sylvia McPherson

White Oak Science Gateway (WOSG) Master Plan
by Dan Wilhelm
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The GCCA Education Committee has begun to address the GCCA Board’s concern with disappointing academic per-

formance in neighborhood schools.  The Committee enlisted the active participation of several Colesville and Eastern

Montgomery county education activists.  Recognizing that disappointing results are not unique to the eastern part of the

county, the Committee is organizing a coalition called One Montgomery.  One Montgomery set up social media to spread

the message of change: http://onemontgomery.wordpress.com/. 

One Montgomery conducted a community meeting on November 14.  The accompanying article (page 5 of this Clar-

ion) lists the 49 observations and recommendations generated by community members who attended the meeting.  The ar-

ticle also references a link to the Gazette’s article on this meeting. 

Members of One Montgomery also attended two meetings of the Eastern Montgomey County Citizens Advisory

Board, a legislative forum at Paint Branch High School, Superintendent Starr’s Town Hall meeting, and a District 20 Leg-

islative Breakfast featuring MCPS Board President Chris Barclay.  Mr. Barclay emphasized that County residents and

elected officials must begin a “serious conversation” about education in schools with a high percentage of students in

poverty.  One Montgomery will help to get that conversation off the ground, be an active participant, and make universal

Pre-Kindergarten part of the conversation. 

The coalition looks forward to continuing its advocacy in connection with the MCPS’ proposed operating budget re-

leased in mid-December, and a report on eastern and down county schools by the County Council’s Office of Legislative

Oversight expected in mid-January.

Neighborhood residents are encouraged to join the cause.  Contact GCCA Education Committee co-chairs Ed Wetzlar,

edwardwetzlar@verizon.net, and Fred Stichnoth, fred.stichnoth@yahoo.com. 

Colesville-based Coalition Focuses on Quality Education

The Montgomery County Council is considering an incentive for developers to build more affordable housing units

(rental) as outlined in Bill 39-11, Taxation – Development Impact Tax – Exemptions.  This Bill exempts all rental market-

rate dwelling units in any development which consists of at least 25% affordable housing units from the transportation

and school development impact taxes.

Montgomery County’s Office of Management and Budget (OMB) estimates the average loss of impact tax revenue to

be $89,449 per dwelling unit (rental).  The Council staff believes that OMB’s estimate may be overstated.  The Finance

Department is skeptical that this exemption will give developers sufficient incentive to actually use it.

During testimony, Montgomery County Housing Opportunities Commission (HOC), Maryland-National Capital Build-

ing Industry Association, and Montgomery Housing Partnerships asked that the Bill be broadened to cover sale as well as

rental units.  Attorney Jody Kline asked that the Bill exempt “Productivity Housing” units in non-residential zones.  Jim

Humphrey of the Montgomery County Civic Federation opposed the Bill and suggested it be revisited after the County’s

economic situation improves.  The Walter Johnson cluster PTA opposed the Bill because of its impact on nearby schools.

You can find specifics on Bill 39-11 by going to the Montgomery County website (http://www2.montgomerycoun-

tymd.gov) and search using the keywords “39-11 + Housing.” 

Montgomery County has an active affordable housing program.  Bill 39-11 would enhance this program by providing a

developer a tax incentive to build a minimum of 25% affordable housing (rental) with up to 40% of the affordable hous-

ing (rental) offered to HOC.  HOC must have the funds if they plan to purchase the units.  This could mean that for a new

development, 1 out of every 4 dwellings (rental) could be constructed as affordable housing, and 1 out of every 10

dwellings (rental) could be offered to HOC.   

Additional incentives are available under the Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance for developers to provide afford-

able housing.  The proposed White Oak Science Gateway Master Plan recommends rezoning most commercial properties

to the Commercial/Residential (CR) Zone or the Commercial/Residential Town (CRT) Zone (approximately 900 acres).

Developments in the CR Zones receive extra density when they furnish more affordable housing units.  

If approved, Bill 39-11 could be a driving force in the development of White Oak and could have an impact on the sur-

rounding community.  Should there be more incentives to build affordable housing in our community?  Should CR Zone

areas be eligible for incentives under this Bill?  

We would like to know your thoughts on whether you do or do not support Bill 39-11 to increase incentives to develop-

ers to build more affordable housing here in our area.  Interested individuals should contact Ed French, edbon-

french2000@yahoo.com and Ed Wetzlar, edwardwetzlar@verizon.net.

Mont. Co. Bill 39-11:  Potential White Oak Area Impact
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ONE MONTGOMERY
Committed to school equity as a means for creating a stronger community

One Montgomery convened a community workshop attended by approximately 40 concerned parents and other resi-

dents and reporters from the student and professional press.  The Gazette’s report of the meeting, “One Montgomery

takes aim at problems in east county schools,” can be found at

http://www.gazette.net/article/20131115/NEWS/131119411/0/gazette&template=gazette. 

Following time for initial greetings, the interrelated issues of residential and school socio-economic segregation, un-

derfunding of schools with concentrated poverty and school academic underperformance were presented.  Workshop

participants separated into groups to discuss and later present the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats char-

acterizing our schools; and the causes of and solutions for our current situation.  The meeting concluded with observa-

tions regarding the political nature of school improvement.  Change will require formation of an active community and

its insistent communication of the request for change.  The groups’ findings are outlined below:

Strengths
New facilities

Every school has honors and AP programs

Strong principals at individual schools (Blair, Springbrook) 

Strong PTAs engaging parents with cultural barriers

Diversity

Weaknesses
Politics for resource distribution

Weak community engagement

Cultural misconceptions of students within school 

(withheld opportunities, more minorities with suspensions)

Public perception that schools are bad - middle class flight

Opportunities
Increase SAT scores and graduation rates

Strong leadership: MD-school-community

Safety - a priority

Maintenance of effort - increase base funding

Reputation of success of school

Better branding

Good social interaction

More libraries/music programs: allow leadership

opportunities for students

Head Start/Pre-Kindergarten

Build on diversity for global citizens

Language, technology

Threats
More violence

People move out of neighborhoods

Economic vulnerability

Imbalance - population growth

Continuing low level of involvement by parents

Perception and reality of inequalities

Can’t increase enrollment without parent involvement

Middle schools lose ability to meet student needs

Causes
Economic disparities

- Demographic changes to economy

- Consortium maintains economic status quo

- Correlation between race proportions and economic 

opportunity

Cultural differences

- Not understanding differences in students, unique

needs

- Staff cultural competency

Continual staff training; necessary supports

Standardized testing teaching vs. engagement in learning

Home life

- Lack of wrap around service

- Lack of early childhood education

- Lack of resources to support and advocate

Solutions 
Greater access for Head-Start: advocate for funds

Advocate for resources from Annapolis for our County

Volunteer program from qualified high school students, 

local colleges/universities

Solutions aren’t necessarily easy

Alternative programs for students with behavior problems

Stop changing the curriculum

Formula needs to match needs of the school; fair does not

mean equal

Candid communication between MCPS and community

Greater resources for high needs schools

Proactive with population trends
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The Council approved the Master Plan of Highways and Transitways on November 19, 2013 and the Planning Board

Adopted it on December 5.  This was previously known as the Countywide Transit Corridors Functional Master Plan.  The

Council added an Executive Summary which is printed below, since it provides a good overview of the master plan and

the intended way ahead.  The Council also provided language dealing with public participation which is also provided

below.

Executive Summary: The Washington, D.C. region is consistently rated among the most congested in the nation, with

average commuting times exceeding 35 minutes.  Additionally, travel forecasts show that roadway congestion in the

County is predicted to increase by 70% by 2040.  While population and employment opportunities are forecasted to grow

significantly over time, options for building new roads or expanding existing ones are limited given their impact on exist-

ing neighborhoods and businesses.

Expanding transit infrastructure through more efficient use of public rights-of-way is essential if current and future

congestion is to be mitigated.  In addition to reducing Countywide travel time for drivers, an expanded transit network is

necessary to support the County's land use, environmental, and economic development goals and make public transit a re-

liable alternative to driving in the County's developed core.

This Plan recommends implementing a 102-mile bus rapid transit (BRT) network comprising 10 corridors and the Cor-

ridor Cities Transitway, and expanding right-of-way for the CSX Metropolitan Branch to allow for enhanced MARC com-

muter rail service.  It also designates 24 additional Bicycle Pedestrian Priority Areas.

Public rights-of-way are a critically important and scarce resource.  Like any scarce resource, they need to be used in

the most efficient manner possible. Therefore, an important goal of this Plan is to increase person-throughput, the number

of people that can be accommodated within these rights-of-way, as well as increasing the modes of transportation that can

be accommodated safely.

This principle was used in determining rights-of-way while making every effort to limit impacts to existing communi-

ties.  For the most part, the property required to accommodate this Plan fits within previously approved master-planned

rights-of-way. In the few instances where the Plan recommends reserving more right-of-way than is currently master-

planned, it is largely to accommodate future enhancements or new construction of master-planned bikeways and side-

walks.  An overriding County objective is to provide enhanced mobility for all users of the transportation system.

Transit maximizes person-throughput. For transit to truly succeed, and to achieve the desired ridership, it must have (1)

an extensive network and (2) dedicated lanes. The bottom line must be that the system will produce a significant improve-

ment in travel time for many that already use transit and that it will attract new riders that would otherwise drive. Indeed,

over half of the projected riders of this bus rapid transit network are anticipated to be new transit users. However, it is not

only transit riders who will benefit from this Plan. Drivers should experience better conditions than they will otherwise

face with a well-functioning, high-performing transit network.

At the heart of this Plan is the recommendation to create dedicated lanes for bus transit. Only a system that is primarily

characterized by dedicated lanes can deliver on the promise of "rapid" in bus rapid transit. Of the approximately 102 corri-

dor-miles recommended in this plan, about 79% of this network is comprised of dedicated lanes. In most instances, where

the Plan calls for dedicated lanes, it is the result of adding transit lanes within previously approved master-planned right-

of-way. In some instances, dedicated lanes may be created from existing or planned general purpose lanes. Lane repurpos-

ing may be implemented where the number of forecasted transit riders exceeds the general purpose lane capacity and/or

general traffic demand would not exceed capacity. There are only about 21 miles in this network that anticipate buses run-

ning in mixed traffic. It is understood that where a route is dominated by mixed traffic, it will not be rapid. However, it

will have enhanced station facilities and service, and it will be part of a larger network that is rapid.

Public Participation Requirement: A vital facet of facility planning is to receive input and feedback from affected

property owners, civic and business groups, and transit riders and road users, including public forums and workshops,

electronic newsletters, and other forms of outreach. No County funding for transit corridor implementation nor acquisition

of additional rights-of-way, as proposed in this Plan or in subsequent studies, will be considered until the Council is satis-

fied that this fundamental public engagement requirement has been fulfilled and public hearings are held.  Accordingly, a

citizens’ advisory group comprised of residents, business owners and other relevant stakeholders must be created for each 

corridor which enters into facility planning to make recommendations to the County on the design, construction and pro-

posed station locations for the transit corridor.

(Continued  page 10)  

Master Plan of Highways and Transitways
By Dan Wilhelm



7

Gary Franks, M.A. 
Guitar  Lessons

 

 
Professional   Instruction 
Classical,  Jazz  &  Popular 
Music  Theory  Instruction 

ABRSM   Preparation 

 

At my studio or at your home 
References upon request 

Free first lesson/consultation 

www.garyfranksguitar.com garyfranksguitar@gmail.com 

(301) 412-8965 

 

 
 
 
 

TThhee 
CCoolleessvviillllee CCeenntteerr 

        Barber Shop         Little Caesar’s Pizza     
       Beauty Supply        Ledo Pizza     
       Citibank        Music & Arts     
       Colesville Beer & Wine      Parcel Plus     
       Colesville Cleaners       PML Gold 
       Colesville Floral Design      Pollo Mex Restaurant    
       Dollar Shop                          Sherwin Williams 
       Dunkin Donuts                   Signature Hair Studio 
       Giant Food                           Star Nails  
       GNC                                     Subway 
       Greek Village Restaurant   Upper Crust Bakery                     
       Jackie’s Alterations        Wing Wah Carryout 
       Liberty Tax                        

WWee hhaavvee iitt aallll!! 

SSeerrvviinngg tthhee ccoommmmuunniittyy 
ffoorr oovveerr 3300 yyeeaarrss.. 

Giant Food Center at the intersection of  

                Randolph Rd. and New Hampshire Ave.        9/12 

 

 
 

  
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BONIFANT VETERINARY CLINIC
 433 BONIFANT ROAD 

SILVER SPRING, MD 20905 
PH: (301) 236-0044   (301) 384-4101 

www.bonifantvet.com 

 FULL SERVICE CLINIC 
 PREVENTIVE CARE 
 CARE CREDIT PAYMENT PLAN 
 MEDICAL & SURGICAL 
 DENTAL 
 GROOMING 
 PERSONALIZED SERVICE 
 FLEXIBLE HOURS 
 HOUSE CALLS  
 OPEN ON WEEKENDS 
 PLENTY OF PARKING 
 

 COUPON 
2  OFF on Office Visit 

(New Clients Only) 
 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 

COUPON 
$10 OFF Spay/ Neuter/ 

Dental 
 

Limit one coupon per visit per pet.  
Not valid with other offers. 
Bonifant Veterinary Clinic 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

0

Expires March 31, 2014 Expires March 31, 2014

 

 

 
AAnnaa’’ss  HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg SSeerrvviicceess  IInncc 

 

Top Quality*Affordable*Reliable*Honest 
 

SSeerrvviinngg YYoouurr CCoommmmuunniittyy SSiinnccee 11998833!!  
Licensed, Insured and Bonded 

 
! Weekly 
! Bi Weekly 
! Monthly 

 
Move In Or Move Out Cleaning 

 

New Clients Get 20% OFF Your First 
Cleaning With The Ad 

 
Call Today For Your FREE Estimate 

301 563-3393     240-353-6751  
www.AnasHouseKeepingServices.com 

 
 

Ask About Our Additional Services!



COLESVILLE MEALS ON
WHEELS

needs volunteers to serve the needs of the

homebound in Colesville, Woodmoor, Calverton,

Four Corners, Burnt Mills, White Oak, and 

Burtonsville.

We deliver meals 5 days a week, 11:00 - 1:00.

For more information, please call Sarah Day at
301/384-5735
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Chesapeake Lawn Science, Inc.  
 “Your Lawn Nutrition Experts”  

  *Golf Course Grade Products         
*Ocean-Gro Organics Fertilizer 

*1,000+ Clients On Our Lawn Nutrition Program 
* Angie’s List “Super Service Award” Winner 

The Maryland Department of Agriculture
* Owner Grew Up And Started Business In Colesville 

New Clients Get 5% Off With PrePayment  
301 625-3232 

All Technicians Are Registered With

Robert John Coyne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

400 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD, WEST

SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20901

(301) 681-5013   FAX (301) 681-8765

Bob@rcoyne-law.com

__||ääxxÄÄçç `̀ââáá||vvttÄÄ TTÜÜààáá ffààââww||ÉÉ 
Voice and piano lessons for all ages 

20% discount on first lesson 

Call FFeelliicciiaa LLiivveellyy 220022..225555..99663311 
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The next issue of the Clarion will be mailed in March,
2014.  The deadline for submitting news and photo-
graphs is Friday, February 28. 

Contact Editor Nancy Laich at 301-384-5741, or
nmkurgan@aol.com

For inquiries about advertising in the Clarion, please
email Dave Michaels at emailbits@gmail.com



9

Hoffmaster’s Auto Care

Auto Care you can Trust

Serving Colesville for over 30 years

Noel Reitz Now On Staff 

Complete Auto Repairs
Foreign & Domestic

Maryland Sate Inspections

Steve Hoffmaster - Owner

11937 Tech Road
Silver Spring,

MD 20904

(301) 622-9797

$25.95
Lube, Oil
& Filter

Add up to 5 Qts.

motor oil & install

new oil filter

Most cars & light Trucks
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Landscaping Adds to Property Value
by Connie J. Bowers*

People typically embark on home renovation projects with a mind towards increasing the value of their home for ulti-
mate resale purposes.  There are various rules of thumb for the expected recoup value of various home improvements.

Landscaping is one of the only improvements that increase in value over time, whereas changes to the structure generally

depreciate through the years.  For example, the initial cost of installing plant material is directly proportional to the size

and age of the plant.  Think of planting a small tree for $80.  As that tree matures and flourishes over time, and grows into

a major specimen highlighting the front yard, at 30 feet in stature, it’s value (replacement cost) will likely be over $1,000.

If ‘instant gratification’ is not an issue, there is tremendous advantage to installing well-planned, good quality plant mate-

rial to reap its increased value as the landscaping matures.

The American Society of Landscape Architects recommends that property owners spend about 10 percent of the

home’s value for landscaping.  This, of course, includes the cost of cultivating the gardens and installing plants, as well as

hardscape features such as patios, landscape lighting, arbors, paths, and water features.  Given the magnitude of such an

investment, the wise homeowner will invest in a landscape plan.  The Association of Professional Landscape Designers

can direct the homeowner to a designer close to home that has the “ecological, aesthetic and technical training to provide

solutions that may not have occurred to you.”

New homeowners typically set aside a budget for needed home improvements and renovations.  The landscape often is

saved for sometime down the road.  Good landscape planning can take years to implement and, therefore, it is beneficial

to have a professional evaluate the landscape and develop a master plan, or at least provide advice on how to stage

changes to the property, at the very outset.  Ignorance about health and viability of mature trees on the property can have

very costly and devastating effects, as terrible storms have proven. 

In fact, the landscape industry includes subset niches for those who provide professional consultation about landscapes,

or coaching (lending their expertise to teach homeowners how to garden their property).  That large stand of bamboo that

shields the potential new property from their close neighbors may in fact be a landscape nightmare, as certain bamboo is

extremely invasive and quite costly and difficult to remove, or at least keep in check.  

If you enjoy gardening, a trained landscape designer can guide your DIY projects so that you incorporate plants best

suited to your area, cultural conditions, and maintenance abilities.  Homeowners intent on taking the landscape into their

own hands often fall victim to one of the biggest pitfalls of landscaping:  failure to proceed without a coherent plan.  Their

piecemeal approach ultimately can lead to a disorganized landscape — hodgepodge of favorite plantings with no harmony,

unity or polish.  Implementing a coherent plan will enable development of a harmonious landscape over time, while re-

maining within budget.  

An attractive and interesting landscape, curb appeal, is the first thing that potential homebuyers see and may govern

their interest in looking inside.  But even if increasing the value of your property is of minor importance, the satisfaction

and enjoyment of a nicely designed landscape undeniably will improve the quality of  life.

*Connie Bowers is a Landscape Designer and owner of a business providing professional gardening services

To assume a level playing field in the 2014 election, the

Council will appoint someone who is not planning to run.

Interviews are slated to start on January 17 and the Council

must make their decision by January 31.  If selected, I will

be stepping down as President and all other Executive

Board positions, to avoid conflict of interest.  I will still be

a member of GCCA, just like any resident who lives or

owns property within the GCCA boundaries.

Dan Wilhelm

President, GCCA

President’s Message (continued)

Corridors:  In our area, the seven BRT corridors are

US29 (Silver Spring Metro station to Burtonsville), New

Hampshire Ave (Colesville Park and Ride to Ft Totten

Metro Station), Randolph Rd (US29 to White Flint Metro

Station), Georgia Ave North and South (Olney to Wheaton

and then to Silver Spring Metro Station), Veirs Mill (be-

tween Rockville and Wheaton Metro Stations) and Univer-

sity Blvd (Wheaton Metro Station to New Hampshire Ave).

The Veirs Mill and Georgia Ave North facility planning ef-

forts are underway.

Master Plan of Highways
and Transitways (continued)



GCCA DUES PAYMENT TIME - MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORTANT

PLEASE JOIN GCCA:  The annual dues are $10.00 per member (June 2013 through May 2014).  Contri-

butions are vital to GCCA’s mission of improving our Colesville community.  Make checks payable to

GCCA and mail to P.O. Box 4087, Colesville, MD  20914.

NAME(S):____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________ PHONE___________________

Dues__________ GCCA Donation___________TOTAL____________ Area # (if known) ____________

GCCA Area Representatives 
(3 representatives per area)

1   Fred Pulliam 144 Bonifant Rd. 384-9094

2   Nancy Laich 14321 Stilton Cir. 384-5741

3   Marguerite Raaen 14401 Sandy Ridge Rd 384-3307

3   Fred Stichnoth 14105 Cricket Ln 706-6828

4   Henry Morrow 13812 Mills Avenue 384-0827

5   Adrienne Lees 14001 Overton Lane 384-9524

6   Rosina Mason 306 Colesville Manor 384-6651

6   Bill Backof 13814 Shannon Drive 384-7354

7   Open

8   Open

9   Open

10  Open

11  David Michaels 508 Hawkesbury Lane 622-1805

12  Open

13  Open

14  Robert Bartol 224 Springloch Road 622-5879

15  Open

16  Sharon Brown

17  Open

18   Ray Rye 12820 Baker Dr. 622-2276

19   Mark Burg 1100 Orchard Way 706-2606

19   Ed French 507 Orchard Way 384-9689

20   Open

21   Open

22   Open

23   Dan Wilhelm 904 Cannon Rd. 384-2698

24   Beverly Paylor 13308 Burkhart St. 384-0817

25   Ed Weiler 1008 Mondrian Terr. 236-5956

26   Beverly Roof 12928 Allerton Lane 384-7247

26   Lenora Queen 12919 Broadmore Rd. 384-6521

26   Mary E. Rigney 12927 Allerton Lane 384-0660
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AREA REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED

Support your neighborhood & community

For more information, contact your Area

representative 



Greater Colesville Citizens Association

PO Box 4087

Colesville, MD  20914
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