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It’s that time again. We all know what is 

waiting for us around the corner. We see it 

coming at us like a tidal wave rushing 

towards the shore and nothing can stop it. 

Every day, we see the petty effects on our 

social media platforms and in the co-worker 

who lives it 24/7. It is election season. Of 

course, every year is election season 

somewhere. There’s always an issue on the 

ballot and the proponents are desperately 

trying to convince the voting public of the 

righteousness of their cause. However, that 

is not what we are talking about. No, this 

tidal wave is much bigger than a local 

school levy. The monster that is coming is 

the Presidential election. The quadrennial 

event that commandeers radio, television, 

office discussions, family dinners, and every 

social media outlet in America. It divides 

families, destroys friendships, and hardens 

people’s hearts towards their neighbors like 

nothing else.  

 

Since 2000, the Presidential election cycle 

has become an incredibly divisive topic in 

America. What was once a beautiful 

example of how a free people can transfer 

political power from one philosophy of 

government to another without violence, has 

become a manifestation of anger and hate 

seeded in the hearts and minds of millions of 

Americans. In years past, Americans would 

divide on Election Day and reunite once the 

tallies were counted. Now, the outcome only 

solidifies the need to remain divided in order 

to resist and hinder the winner of our free 

and open elections. The moment the winner 

is announced, a new battle begins for the 

next four years. Of course, we know the 

armies of this battlefield: Republicans and 

Democrats. For eight years, the Republicans 

did everything they could to reject President 

Obama. Clearly to anyone watching, the 

Democrats have done the same to President 

Trump. The new normal within the United 

States is division. Unfortunately, those that 

call themselves the Children of God are just 

as guilty of that division. 

 

My friend, read that last sentence again. 

Meditate on it for a second. Now, ask 

yourself, have you contributed to this 

division? Have I? When was the last time 

you were in a heated debate over abortion or 

gay marriage? When was the last time you 

argued over welfare or the greed of Wall 

Street? Now, I know some of you may be 

thinking. “Having a discussion on a topic is 

not the same as causing division. For that 

matter, sharing the truth outlined in the 

Word of God on such issues is more 

important than worrying about causing 

division.” My friend, you are right! As 

Americans, we are free to discuss these 

issues and as Children of God, we are called 

to be light in this world. Therefore, we must 

speak and even act, but how? What does 

God expect of us when it comes to politics? 

 

First Things First, Who’s in Control? 

 

American politics has always been 

contentious. From the very beginning, the 

government has done far more arguing than 

enacting law, and the citizens have done far 

more complaining about our government 

than anything else. For the most part 

Christians would accept the outcome of an 

election and trust that Romans 13 is just as 

inspired as the rest of the Bible. God did not 

fail to fully explain himself when He told us 

that there is “no authority except that which 

God has established.” We believed that God 

was in full control, and He had a specific 

plan for this nation even if we did not prefer 

the current leadership. In fact, at one point in 

time the vast majority of Americans 

believed that we had a Manifest Destiny. 

God Himself was calling America to expand 

and spread democracy throughout North 

America. After World War II, we enlarged 

that mandate and began working to magnify 



that calling around the globe. However, 

somewhere along the way, we, Christians 

specifically, began to lose our faith that 

Romans 13 still applied. For some reason, it 

only seemed to work when we liked the 

leaders in Washington. 

 

I remember clearly my first trip to 

Washington D.C. It was April 15, 2009. A 

new movement known as the Tea Party had 

captured the minds of millions of 

Americans. The basic ideology was that the 

federal government needed to rein in 

spending. I was amazed as I came out of the 

tunnel of the metro rail system. Before me 

stood an ocean of people all assembled with 

a similar purpose. I will not bore you with 

the events of the day, but to me, the day was 

remarkable. I felt inspired. What a vision! 

When I returned to my hotel room, I 

excitedly turned on the television to hear the 

opinions about the event. To my horror, the 

news painted the event as a racist backlash 

against President Obama. I spoke with many 

people, including the African-American and 

Latino Americans that went with me on the 

trip, and no one spoke out against Obama. 

Congress controls the American checkbook, 

not the President. The fact that President 

Obama was the first black President had 

nothing to do with why we were there. It 

was the first time I personally witnessed this 

atrocious battlefield in American politics. It 

also was the moment I felt real anger 

towards my fellow Americans because of 

politics. I was being accused of a horrible 

offense of which I had no guilt simply 

because of my opinion on government 

spending.  

 

What followed for me personally was a 

downward spiral of debates and arguments 

on politics with anyone willing to spend the 

time. It was my mission to conquer the 

enemy on what Rush Limbaugh calls, the 

battlefield of ideas. Every day, I would 

listen to guys like Glenn Beck and Sean 

Hannity for the up-to-date talking points to 

slam my opponent. I would listen to the 

liberal talking heads on MSNBC and other 

channels so that I could formulate a 

response at a moment’s notice. What started 

as a mission became a purpose in my life. I 

am sure my wife has many jewels waiting 

for her in heaven because she patiently 

tolerated me during this time. I had lost 

perspective on what God was expecting of 

me. Sadly, I began looking at my neighbors 

contrary to what scripture outlined.    

 

One day, a pastor friend was visiting from 

Florida. We had not seen each other for 

several years and even though there were so 

many other things to talk about, I had to ask 

him about his views on politics. Pastor Keith 

Stepp gave me an answer which planted a 

seed that slowly but surely changed my life. 

The answer he gave me was simple, “I do 

what God called me to do and I do it in love 

and humility as the Holy Spirit empowers 

me. What are you called to do?” 

 

By this time, I was in the middle of a city 

council campaign. I was extremely dogmatic 

about my views and convinced that I was 

called to advance them in the manner in 

which I was operating. Being a Christian, I 

also believed that I was called to follow the 

Great Commission as laid out in Matthew 

28. However, given my opinion of my 

political adversaries, I was having a hard 

time reconciling those two beliefs. Pastor 

Keith asked me something along the lines 

of; are you a politician who happens to be a 

Christian or a Christian who happens to be 

running for office? I did not have an answer 

that would have satisfied either of us at that 

time. However, that question highlighted a 

change that had taken place in my 

perspective. I cared more about public 

policy than I did about winning souls for the 

kingdom of God. The truth is I cared more 



about winning an argument than I did seeing 

a life transformed. It was a horrible 

illumination to say the least.  

 

Of course, Pastor Keith could tell I was now 

uncomfortable and perhaps even 

embarrassed. He quickly told me how proud 

he was of me, trusted that I hear from God, 

and believed that I would do what He called 

me to do. He reminded me of Romans 13 

and he said, “Remember, God appoints 

leaders but He also calls men and women to 

stand for what is right even when it is hard. 

God appointed Nebuchadnezzar but He 

knew Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego 

were going to have to stand up to him; be an 

individual worthy to stand up for what is 

right.”  

 

My friend, I do not want you to think I was 

this horrible individual intentionally 

spewing hate and vitriol like millions of 

others on Facebook and the like. However, 

many times I was arrogant, rude, 

condescending, and disrespectful to both 

people I had never met and many I claimed 

to love. By those standards, I was not 

worthy. 

 

Pastor Keith also reminded me that every 

elected official was a sinner in need of a 

savior. Even the ones of whom I thought 

highly were flawed and needed redemption. 

The ones I disliked were also loved by God. 

Every time I ridiculed them, I spoke against 

someone created in the image of God. No 

matter who is in the White House, God is 

still in control. No matter what party holds 

the Congress, God is still in control. No 

matter what Justice sits on the Supreme 

Court, God is still in control. It is our job to 

love and pray for those individuals and that 

God will find His glory in their actions. 

 

For millions of us, that is a hard pill to 

swallow. Find glory in immoral actions by 

our government? Do you not know how 

many babies have been aborted since Roe 

was passed? Do you not know how many 

innocent lives have been lost to the 

American military industrial complex? 

Romans 13 is hard to swallow at times. 

When we see wicked men in positions of 

power, it is only natural to rebel against 

them. However, throughout the Bible, God 

made His glory known through the actions 

of wicked men. Of course, we can go story 

by story in the Old Testament but let’s jump 

right to the life of Jesus. Was it not wicked 

men seated in positions of authority that 

demanded His execution? Was the power 

and glory of God not magnified through the 

actions of these wicked men? Praise be to 

the living God that the answer is an 

overwhelming yes! 

 

My heart breaks when I read the stats 

surrounding abortion. Many times, I have 

found myself crying before the Lord that He 

would appoint leaders to end this barbaric 

practice. However, even in this, God has 

been glorified. In response to abortion, 

millions of women have had the opportunity 

to go to crisis pregnancy centers across 

America. While there, they meet other 

women who love God and in turn love them. 

The lives of unborn babies and the lives of 

broken mothers are saved to the glory of 

God. I do not know how God chooses who 

shall lead, but I do know He wants us 

praying for them. Perhaps our prayers need 

to be modified. Instead of praying, “God do 

something to end abortion.” Let’s pray, 

“Lord Jesus, end abortion and open our eyes 

to see what you are doing while we wait.” 

“Lord Jesus, remove the corrupt and greedy 

leaders and open our eyes to your plan while 

we wait!” It is vital, not just in politics but in 

every aspect of our lives, that we align 

ourselves with what God has called us to do 

because He is in control.  

 



How Should We Act? 

 

We ended the introduction with some 

questions that so far, we’ve failed to answer. 

We are called to act but how? How does 

God expect us to handle the issue of 

politics? This is not an easy answer. In fact, 

not only is the answer hard to nail down, it 

may even change from time to time. What I 

mean by that is depending on the topic, the 

individuals involved, the surrounding 

environment, and the potential outcome, 

how we act on the issue of politics may be 

completely different. There’s an old saying: 

know your audience. Those three words are 

profoundly important when dealing with 

fellow human beings. We all process 

information differently, and our reactions to 

issues vary significantly. 

 

We all know that one Christian who thinks 

they are John the Baptist standing in the 

wilderness making straight the way of the 

Lord. When we scroll down our Facebook 

page and we come to their posts, we are 

stunned at the unconcealed brutality in their 

attack on their political opponents. For them, 

those they oppose are agents of Satan 

himself sent to this world to lead all of us 

into the deepest depths of hell. Depending 

on the political party, those agents could be 

defending the 2nd Amendment, promoting 

Universal Healthcare, or calling for a change 

of elected officials. The defense of their 

political ideology appears to dominate their 

lives, and the effect it has on their 

relationships with others are of little 

consequence. After all, John the Baptist did 

not worry about who he offended, why 

should we? 

 

First, John the Baptist was anointed from 

birth to stand in that wilderness. Signing up 

for a social media account or having an 

opinion at the dinner table does not mean 

God called you to follow in John’s footsteps. 

We must restate the importance of being in 

God’s will for your life. You may not be 

called to address the issue of politics. That 

does not mean you cannot have an opinion 

or even share it.  However, it probably 

means you should avoid getting into heated 

debates on those topics regardless of how 

much your ego may want to destroy that 

self-proclaimed John the Baptist on the other 

side of the political aisle.  

 

Of course, everyone also knows one 

Christian who believes we should have 

absolutely nothing to do with politics. For 

them, its better that the Church stay out of 

this arena to focus only on the needs of the 

Body or the lost. On a side note, anyone 

who has ever served in the ministry knows 

that Church politics can be worse than the 

government, but I digress. On the surface 

they appear to have a valid point. Christians 

cannot offend people because of politics if 

the Church stays out of it. However, like the 

John wannabes, they fail to realize God’s 

plan. He is just as involved in the halls of 

Congress as He is at the altar of the local 

church. God is not confined to the box we 

want Him to stay in. Again, we need to find 

what God expects from us as an individual 

and begin pursuing that call. You may not 

be called to get involved, but there are those 

who are. Instead of opposing them for 

venturing into the political arena, pray that 

they will remain worthy to stand. 

 

In Matthew 10, Jesus tells His disciples, “I 

am sending you out as sheep in the midst of 

wolves, so be as wise as snakes and as 

innocent as doves.” This passage of 

scripture embodies who the Christian should 

be when approaching public policies. 

Regardless of party affiliation, we all know 

that there are some very big and very nasty 

wolves in the arena of politics. Those 

wolves have no problem ripping their 

opponents apart if it means their agenda and 



goals can be met. The Christian must be 

wise and remain innocent when navigating 

the halls of power. My friend, we have all 

heard that it is impossible to be involved in 

politics and remain innocent. Well, that is 

not true! Joseph and Daniel were both men 

of God who were promoted to the upper 

echelons of power. They both were wise and 

remained innocent even in the face of 

certain death. The Children of God, when 

devoted to the call He has placed on their 

lives, can traverse the land of the big bad 

wolves and remain untouched and virtuous 

in their labor. 

 

Wise as a Snake 

 

But what about us? Often it appears that the 

Children of God have confused the language 

of Matthew 10:16. Instead of the direction to 

be wise and innocent, we have replaced 

those words with vicious and ignorant. 

Many have become as vicious as a snake 

and ignorant as a dove. There is nothing 

more offensive than someone who strikes 

out in anger and is completely oblivious to 

the damage they have caused. The cobra 

strikes and has no consideration for the well-

being of the recipient of its bite. Sadly, when 

it comes to politics, there are many in the 

Church who act the same way.  

 

A few years back, I was in a discussion on 

Facebook. The topic was the election of 

Donald Trump. Truth be told, I did not 

support Mr. Trump and prayed for a better 

candidate to represent my conservative 

views. However, he won the election and I 

was determined to give him all the credit he 

deserved and the support that every newly 

elected official would need. Of course, many 

of my friends did not agree with that 

sentiment. One evening I shared something 

about his victory, and a friend quickly 

commented on my post. She was outraged 

that I, as a man of God, would support this 

vile, immoral, and bigoted man for 

President. I tried to explain my thoughts on 

him and his election, but there was no give 

in his assertion that I was somehow 

responsible for the sins of Trump and the 

calamity he was to bring on our great 

nation.  

 

I was shocked. I wanted to respond, but I did 

not know where to begin. This was more 

than a Facebook friend. We sat in the same 

sanctuary on Sunday. She knew my wife and 

kids. She saw my character and knew my 

reputation. Yet, with the speed and accuracy 

of a snake, she ignored all of that because of 

her anger over politics. In her eyes, I 

transformed into an enemy that must be 

destroyed. For months, every time I posted 

something about politics, there she was in 

the comments attacking. I started receiving 

private messages from observers asking me 

why this person was so angry with me. Of 

course…I blamed Trump.  

 

It is such a shame that we rarely speak now. 

She left the church not long after the 

comments started, but she rarely comments 

on my page now. That friend was highly 

intelligent and had great insight to offer. 

However, instead of being wise, she chose 

to be vicious and no one had the chance to 

benefit from her wisdom. 

 

If we are called to engage in the realm of 

politics on any platform, we cannot do it 

spewing venom at our opponents. Not only 

is it a failing strategy politically, it is 

contrary to everything Christ taught. Anger 

and fear will only motivate people for so 

long, and besides, Christ never operated in 

these baseless emotions. Everywhere He 

went, He brought light and drove out fear. 

We are all called to be lights in this world. 

Yet, for some reason many of us are finding 

purpose in our attacks towards those we are 

meant to illuminate. Every time we make an 



accusation, every time we make an 

argument personal, we are guaranteeing that 

our light will not be seen. Whatever positive 

effect we hope to gain is most certainly lost.  

 

Sadly, we are usually vicious over issues 

that are more about personal preference than 

anything else. In a fight over issues like 

lower taxes or better healthcare, we sacrifice 

the opportunity to be clearly heard for the 

ability to simply rant. The Word of God tells 

us in Psalm 15:1: “A gentle answer turns 

away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

The tongue of the wise commends 

knowledge, but the mouth of a fool gushes 

folly.” Is it not amazing that the Father has 

given us such a detailed map on how we 

should conduct ourselves? The Christian is 

not forbidden to speak out, but the “how” 

matters. Wisdom is lost in the sting of a 

vicious attack. However, wisdom is 

amplified and clearly heard in a gentle 

answer. Let us return to being wise as a 

snake. 

 

Not Just a Snake, but a Dove as Well 

            

Many of us are also ignorant. In fact, based 

upon how Americans consume their news, 

an argument could be made that most of us 

are ignorant. First, let’s clarify what we 

mean by ignorant. Yes, at times we can 

define ignorant as being rude. However, in 

this case we need to use the definition of 

lacking knowledge or awareness in general. 

For the most part, we are uneducated when 

it comes to politics. My friends, Rush 

Limbaugh and Chris Matthews are not 

balanced educators in the realm of public 

policy. Likewise, modern news outlets are 

more opinion givers than actual sources of 

unbiased information. Thus, the likelihood 

of us having a well-educated grasp on an 

issue is slim. Again, this does not mean we 

can’t have an opinion, but we should 

acknowledge that our opinion may be wrong 

or at least limited. 

  

This past week I sat down with a fellow 

elected official. We discussed some of the 

different things we are currently working on. 

He began to share with me a meeting he had 

a few days earlier with a constituent that was 

unhappy with his support of a state bill. The 

constituent was convinced that the bill was 

going to hurt the people of Ohio, and he 

thought my friend needed to know how 

wrong he was for supporting it. For about 

thirty minutes, my friend provided detailed 

information no newspaper cared to share. 

However, the constituent did not change his 

position. Instead, he held on to his ignorance 

demanding his representative remove his 

support for the bill. That constituent has 

since taken to social media to blast the bill 

and my friend. The courtesy to meet and the 

information provided meant nothing 

compared to the anger the constituent felt. 

As a result, that constituent willfully 

remained in his ignorance.           

 

As children of God, we must control our 

anger. We must recognize that we may not 

have all the answers and becoming angry 

over anything without all the facts is a futile 

endeavor. How much energy do we waste 

fighting over things we don’t understand? 

How many people have we attacked over 

politics when we may not know what we are 

talking about? Ignorance is not bliss when 

we mask it in vicious confrontations on 

public policy. Maybe you are called to be 

involved in politics, maybe you’re not. One 

thing is for sure, you are not called to be 

ignorant. 

  

Zeal without knowledge is not a good thing 

(Proverbs 19:2). We all desire to see positive 

changes in our government. We want to see 

the role of God restored in the public square 

and education system. We want to see 



corrupt officials held accountable. We want 

the weakest among us defended and cared 

for. Unfortunately, we rarely agree on the 

best way to do these things. Honestly, the 

clear majority of us, myself included, fail to 

know where to even start in addressing these 

types of issues, but make no mistake we all 

desire to start somewhere. So, we run to our 

social media accounts and begin to share our 

desires while being completely ignorant of 

how these things can be accomplished. Our 

ignorance drives conversations towards 

convincing others our emotions are more 

important than their facts.   

       

Shortly after I was sworn into office, I found 

out I was ignorant to many things in 

government. I pride myself on being 

consistent in my principles. One principle is 

I will not vote in support of what we call 

“emergency measures” if there is not truly 

an emergency. Many municipalities use 

these measures to by-pass public reading of 

laws. Before our Council, an emergency 

vote was called to approve moving money 

from one account to another. I was in favor 

of the move but not the process. So, when 

my name was called to cast my vote, I 

proudly proclaimed “no”. The entire room 

fell silent. I looked up from the dais and saw 

every eye in the room was fixed on me. In 

my ignorance, I voted not to pay our 

government employees. When I was asked 

to verify my vote, I became annoyed and 

stressed my position on emergency 

measures. To my embarrassment, the Clerk 

of the Council informed me that my anger 

was unjustified because this vote was an 

actual emergency for those employees 

seeking a paycheck. 

          

Luckily for me, I was able to quickly fix my 

mistake and explain how I misunderstood 

what I was voting on. However, if I had 

doubled down on my ignorance and had I 

not realized what I was doing, I could have 

alienated a lot of people. Unfortunately, 

many of us double down on our ignorance 

when we are hiding behind our computer 

screens or talking with family.  It pushes 

people away. We are convinced that we 

know everything we need to know to make a 

valid argument. Granted, sometimes we do, 

but often we lack the important facts. 

          

Abortion is one area I think truly highlights 

this issue. As Christians, the fight for the 

unborn is more than a personal preference. 

Every child is made in the image of God. As 

Jeremiah tells us, God knows each one 

before they are formed in the womb. 

Because of that conviction, the Church is 

passionate when it comes to our opposition 

to abortion. However, at times, the Church 

falls into ignorance on this topic and few see 

it.    

          

While passages, like in Jeremiah, stir the 

hearts and minds of the Children of God, 

they do very little for the unbeliever. Those 

that profess to be believers in the pro-choice 

camp seem to ignore these scriptures when it 

comes to abortion. As the Church, we 

cannot continue to make an argument 

against abortion based on positions of 

authority the other side rejects. Absolutely, 

the Bible is the foundation of all that we 

believe, but they do not care. It is ignorant 

for us to continue fighting in this manner. 

Instead, we should consider arguing that the 

14th Amendment states that the federal 

government’s job is to protect life, liberty, 

and property. Those things cannot be taken 

away without due process. We are right 

when we say we are made in the image of 

God, but that argument is not effective when 

debating a world that rejects its Creator. 

          

For too long, many of us have been fighting 

the good fight wrongly. Being confident is 

not the same as being right or even effective. 

We are called to be innocent, not ignorant. 



We are called to speak truth, not opinion. 

We are called to walk in humility, not 

arrogance. Let us return to being as innocent 

as a dove.            

          

We Must Engage…in Love 

          

My friends, I need to restate that I am not 

saying we should not be involved in the 

political arena. To the contrary, I believe it 

is vital that the Church is involved. 

Otherwise, the Church will be delegating the 

leadership of our communities to elected 

officials with a nice smile and a horrible 

agenda. America is not early-church-Rome. 

The Christian cannot simply give to Caesar 

what is Caesar’s and hope Romans 13 works 

out for the best. In fact, our Founders 

completely rejected that idea. Even while 

they were adamant that the government 

would not control the church, they were 

resolute that the Church must impact the 

government. John Adams said that “our 

Constitution was made only for a moral and 

religious people.” Notice Mr. Adams said 

that it was made only for moral and religious 

people. He went on to say that it was 

“wholly inadequate to the government of 

any other.” First Chief Justice John Jay 

believed that it was the duty of every 

American to elect Godly men to public 

office. He actually used the word Christians 

when he made this declaration. The list of 

quotes from our Founding Fathers verifying 

their views on the Church’s role would 

require another article. But to the point, the 

Church must be engaged in our communities 

and that especially includes government. 

She must occupy the halls of power, be 

present in the debate of policy, and seize the 

opportunities to advance the kingdom of 

God when they appear. 

          

However, the Church must do so in a 

manner that brings glory to God and not 

shame. This is easier said than done, and it 

begins with discovering what God has called 

you to do. In the realm of politics, we must 

accept the leaders God sets before us but 

have the courage to stand against them when 

they oppose the Word of God. However, 

when that time comes, the Christian must be 

worthy to make that stand. Spending hours 

on end spewing venom on social media, 

disowning friends and family over politics, 

or failing to educate oneself on specific 

issues all but guarantees we will not be 

worthy. Engage with your family and 

friends, but do so in a way that highlights 

the difference Christ has made in your life. 

Speak gently and allow the wisdom that has 

been deposited in your spirit through prayer 

and studying to radiate out in every 

comment you make. Just as importantly, one 

must remain innocent. Refrain from being a 

slave to your own ignorance. Always leave 

room to learn and be quick to apologize 

when you are wrong. I cannot tell you how 

many times I have had to apologize. 

            

We have stated this many times already, but 

it is worth stating again. Not everyone is 

called to be involved in politics. However, 

being touched by politics, like a tsunami, is 

unstoppable in our current political climate. 

It is everywhere, and for millions of our 

fellow Americans, their view of your worth 

is determined by their political views. The 

thing we must remember is our self-worth is 

not found in their opinions but in our 

obedience to the call of God on our lives. A 

part of that obedience is love for one another 

and love for our enemy. No matter what that 

call is He expects us to fervently defend the 

truth but to also love our neighbors in the 

process. When we can do that, we become 

worthy to stand.  

          

  

 

  

 


