
Dear City First Church Parents,

Our youth ministry has a long legacy of equipping young people to live out their faith, as well as coming alongside parents 
to help navigate their child’s middle and high school years. In recent years, we have observed students and parents alike 
are facing a rapidly changing culture and the need for our youth to know Biblical truths is paramount.

While our youth ministry is healthy, God is leading us to restructure our approach. We believe this will better position our 
students to have a strong spiritual foundation.  

 GATHERING TOGETHER TO ENCOUNTER GOD 

 LEARNING GOD’S WORD AND BUILDING HEALTHY FRIENDSHIPS

In lieu of a weekly youth service, we are going to host a HUGE 
once-a-month gathering which will have engaging worship, powerful 
teaching, and lots of fun. It will be the place where every youth will want 
to be. Our goal is to have youth bring their friends and always provide an 
opportunity for them to find faith in Jesus. These highly engaging nights 
will be specifically designed for students in grades 7-12, and the City First 
Youth staff will spend the entire month praying and preparing for it.

This gathering will take place the second Wednesday of each month and 
will be named “VIVE” which means “to be distinctively perceived.”  

City Groups
City Groups will meet on Wednesday nights at City First Church and be designed for someone who has never been to a 
Life Group before. We understand it can be intimidating to dive right into a traditional Life Group at someone’s house with 
people you don’t know. Therefore, City Groups will provide a safe way to experience what it is like to gather with others and 
talk about God’s way of living.

The other three weeks of the month, we are going to encourage EVERY youth to be involved in an age-specific group. 
We often say “circles are better than rows,” and we truly believe it! Groups are the place for students to find authentic 
community, accountability, and develop God-centered relationships all while learning truths from the Bible.

We will offer two types of weekly City First Youth Groups:

After much prayer and research, it is with great excitement we announce
City First Youth will take on a brand new ministry approach in August 2017!

WE WILL FOCUS ON FOUR KEY ELEMENTS OF A THRIVING YOUTH MINISTRY...

AN EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT YOUTH 
FROM PASTORS JEREMY AND JEN!
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We are going to encourage every youth to attend and serve on Sundays at  
City First Church. Studies have shown students who are part of a 
multi-generational weekly service will experience considerably less drop-off 
from church involvement going into their adult years. We praise God that so 
many students call City First Church their home and serve so faithfully!  

Our target audience is more than the students who are currently in City 
First Youth. We want to share the hope of Jesus with every student at 
every school campus near a City First Church location. This provides great 
opportunity for faith-filled students to find one another, as well as reach out 
to classmates with the hope of Jesus. Therefore, we will launch a Campus 
Ministry, which will assist our youth in living out their faith at school as well as 
provide a great opportunity to support one another.

We are more excited than ever about the future God has in store for City First 
Youth! 

If you have any questions, we encourage you to attend a parent 
informational meeting on July 12 at 6:30pm with our location youth pastors, 
or visit www.cityfirst.church/youth.

Please note, we will be maintaining our normal Wednesday night youth 
services through the month of July, so please help your student make 
these evenings a priority!

The best days are ahead for City First Youth!

God Bless, 

Jeremy and Jen DeWeerdt
Senior Pastors, City First Church

1. Prioritize getting your student to attend the once-a-month 
VIVE nights.

2. Prioritize getting your student in a weekly group, the other 
three weeks of the month.

3. Prioritize attending Sunday mornings and encourage your 
youth to serve.

4. Encourage your youth to leverage their influence at school 
and invite their friends. 

Life Groups
Life Groups will meet weekly on Mondays, Tuesdays, or Thursdays at homes across the Stateline area and function as a 
more traditional small group. Our goal is for every youth to participate in a traditional Life Group, because this is where true 
discipleship, accountability, and healthy discussion about God’s Word can take place.
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 BEING A PART OF AND SERVING GOD’S CHURCH

 LIVING OUT THEIR FAITH AT SCHOOL
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Here is what we are asking EVERY parent to do:


