
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“There is no more invariable rule in the history of society: the further electoral rights are 

extended, the greater is the need of extending them; for after each concession the strength of the 

democracy increases, and its demands increase with its strength.”   --Tocqueville 

 

April 3, 2013 

 

 

Dear Mayor Williams and Councilman Male: 

  

                I am delighted by your initiative to lower the voting age in the City of Takoma Park to 

age 16 and want to express my support for it.  In 2010 I introduced legislation, which passed the 

General Assembly, to establish the right to register to vote at age 16 as a way to get young 

people registered to vote  before they graduate and enter the work force or go off to college or 

into the armed services.  This law has dramatically improved voter registration rates and sent 

young people the right signal about the fundamental importance of voting.  Many high school 

students have told me they have been very excited to register early. 

  

Giving our young people in Takoma Park the right to vote at 16 in municipal elections 

will promote their civic readiness and democratic awareness.  It will encourage teenagers to take 

a more active part in local affairs by demonstrating our serious interest in their views.  And, 

since it will enlarge the electorate, it will help to revitalize and reenergize our local politics 

generally.   It will make Takoma Park a national leader in integrating young people into our 

public deliberations and political process. 

  

Again, thank you for your leadership in building a strong democracy in Takoma Park. 

  

  

All best wishes, 

 

 

  

                                          

 Jamie Raskin 



From:  "ian barclay"  
To: <clerk@takomagov.org> 
Date:  Monday, April 08, 2013 
Subject:  NOTSPAM!!!!!!  NO to underage vote!  FULL stop 
 
Dear Jesse , 
 
please see this is distributed to all of council 
members, bad idea, leads to "Lords of the flies " 
type scenario. 
same to same day registration, unless vote ballot is 
conditional. 
 thanks for your time & help with this matter, 
 
Ian Barclay 



From:  David  
To: "clerk@takomagov.org" <clerk@takomagov.org> 
Date:  Sunday, April 07, 2013 
Subject:  Support for electoral changes in Takoma Park 
 
 
Please share with the council my support for lowering the voting age in Takoma Park to 16 and 
allowing same day voter registration. 
 
Thank you, 
David Meyers 
Hodges Lane 
 
 



From:  John Mannes  
To: <BruceW@takomagov.org>, <SethG@takomagov.org>, 
<TimM@takomagov.org>, <KayDC@takomagov.org>, <TerryS@takomagov.org>, 
<JarrettS@takomagov.org>, <FShultz@rcn.com>, <clerk@takomagov.org> 
Date:  Monday, April 08, 2013 
Subject:  Montgomery County Students' Coalition: Video to Takoma Park Mayor and City 
Council 
 
The attached video is sent on behalf of the Montgomery County Students' Coalition to share the 
organization's opinion on a proposed charter amendment that would allow 16 and 17 year olds to 
vote in municipal elections. We also request that our video be added to the official packet 
of public information that will be disseminated. 
 
Video Link - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xodUKc6A44Q 
 
 
 
Montgomery County Students' Coalition 
 
Richie Yarrow - Montgomery County Council of Parent Teacher Associations 
 
Zoey Tang - Montgomery County Regional Student Government Association 
 
Quinlyn Spellmayer - Montgomery County Junior Councils 
 
Dave Kunes - Montgomery County Young Democrats 
 
Paul Cheakalos - Montgomery County Youth Advisory Council 
 
Alexander Addams - Rockville City Youth Commission 
 
Hailey Klein and Alexander Song - Greater Washington Key Club 
 
Timothy Hwang - National Youth Association 
 
Justin Kim - Students’ For Fiscal Responsibility 
 
Ben Feshbach - Montgomery County Student Advisory Council 



From:  Susan Katz Miller  
To: <TimM@takomagov.org>, <SethG@takomagov.org>, 
<KayDC@takomagov.org>, <TerryS@takomagov.org>, <JarrettS@takomagov.org>, 
<FShultz@rcn.com> 
Date:  Sunday, April 07, 2013 
Subject:  Voting at 16 
 
Dear City Council, 
 
I am writing to say I support voting for those age 16 and up in Takoma Park. The age seems 
organic since we allow a driver's license (another rite of passage into adulthood) at that age.  
 
We badly need more people to vote in our city. I imagine that not only will 16 and 17-year-olds 
vote, but their parents and older siblings may be shamed into voting alongside them. I also 
believe that candidates will be inspired to court these new voters by communicating their 
platforms in new ways (such as social media), reaching more older voters as well.  
 
I see this as a way that Takoma Park can truly lead, on a national level. I have a hard time 
believing that the downsides outweigh the good this could do.  
 
I am also in favor of doing everything we can to encourage and allow campaigning (and 
distribution of all city newsletters and the Survival Guide) at apartment buildings. This seems 
like essential outreach to enfranchise these citizens.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Susan Katz Miller 
Montgomery Ave 



From:  Vineda Myers  
To: <clerk@takomagov.org> 
Date:  Friday, April 05, 2013 
Subject:  Voting and Elections 
 
Good Evening City Council, 
 
Below are my feelings regarding the proposed changes to voting and elections, copied from  the 
listserve discussion on 3/8/2013.  Thank you for your hard work on these and other important 
issues, and your consideration. 
 
Vineda Myers 
 
*I like the ideas that Seth has shared with us, and I thank him, Tim and the other City Council 
members for putting in the time and thought to address these problems.  * 
* 
*I want candidates, elected officials, voter registration canvassers, etc., etc., to come into my 
apartment building and talk to me and my neighbors.  If they knock on the doors to your houses 
to share information, express their views, and communicate their desire and a need for you to act, 
they should be knocking on my apartment door to do the same thing...unless I don't matter as 
much as you do.  A few years ago Terry Seamons knocked on my door to tell me that he wanted 
my vote and why, and I gave it to him on election day.  Sometimes, if people think they don't 
matter, they won't bother to act.  Sometimes people don't know anything about these issues 
that are happening around them for whatever reasons, but they will become informed and 
hopefully interested when someone takes the time to tell them face to face.  Sometimes people 
don't care and no matter what you do you wont change that.  * 
* 
*I want it to be impossible for my fellow renters to be unaware of how, where, and when to vote, 
as I suspect too many of them are.  This information packet that Seth suggests requiring 
landlords to provide to new renters will help with that.  Sometimes if you already know what 
you have to do, and it isn't necessary to go search out the information, you're more 
likely to do it.* 
* 
*Lastly, my 12 year old watches MSNBC and CNN 24hour political news channels with me 
regularly.  We spend a lot of time discussing and debating national and local political issues.  
She likes it.  Thinks it's interesting.  Both of my children enjoy going with me when I vote.  
They think it's cool and exciting.  Our children are smart, much smarter than I was at their age.  
I'm confident that any 16 year old who would even bother to take the time to go vote, would 
make an intelligent and educated decision, even if it is different than the one you or I would 
make.* 
* 
*Vineda Myers 


