
Montgomery County Students’ Coalition 
 
City of Takoma Park Mayor and Council 
7500 Maple Avenue 
Takoma Park, MD 20912 

 
February 26, 2013 

 
Mayor and Councilmembers of Takoma Park, 
 
Here at the Montgomery County Students’ Coalition, we are dedicated to advancing the 
causes of youth in Montgomery County. As a result, we are very pleased to hear of the 
discussion surrounding potential proposals to allow 16 and 17 year olds the right to vote in 
Takoma Park municipal elections.   
 
Recent elections on the national, state, and local level have seen many young people 
demonstrate their passion for issues of great importance. Those who were involved in the 
most recent election can attest to the significant presence of young volunteers, each working 
to make a difference in their government and community. However, we must also recognize 
that there are many youths who have not been exposed to the same opportunities to share 
their voice with elected officials.  
 
According to the United States Census Bureau, youth voters aged 18-24 consistently 
participate less than all other voters in presidential elections (approx .45% in 2008 for 
youths, compared to approx. 60% for all other voters) and even less in congressional 
midterm elections (less than 20% for youths in 2010, compared to approx. 40% for all other 
voters). This lack of youth participation in elections is a disturbing issue for our nation.     
 
However, this municipal proposal to expand voting rights for teens is a unique opportunity 
for the City of Takoma Park to promote political participation among future generations, as 
well as gain a unique perspective from youth voters. Youth voters can offer their insights on 
topics pertaining to them while contributing to discussions on the issues facing the 
community as a whole. Instead of muting their voices in municipal elections, we should 
allow them the opportunity to share their views and participate in improving their 
communities.  
 
Youth are important stakeholders in Takoma Park and in our nation as a whole. It is only 
just to offer young people the opportunity to let their voices be heard in determining city 
officials. As you begin considering this proposal, we hope that you will consider all of the 
passionate young people who help make Takoma Park a better place. Please offer them not 
only a vote, but a voice, in your municipal elections to come.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Montgomery County Students’ Coalition 
Representing (List of Organizations) 
 
 



Richie Yarrow  Montgomery County Council of Parent Teacher Associations 

Zoey Tang  Montgomery County Regional Student Government Association 

Quinlyn Spellmayer Montgomery County Junior Councils  

Dave Kunes  Montgomery County Young Democrats 

Paul Cheakalos  Montgomery County Youth Advisory Council 

Alexander Addams Rockville City Youth Commission 

Hailey Klein and  
Alexander Song  Greater Washington Key Club 
 
Timothy Hwang  National Youth Association 

Justin Kim  Students’ For Fiscal Responsibility 

Ben Feshbach  Montgomery County Student Advisory Council  

 



From:  Donna Victoria  
To: <clerk@takomagov.org>, Seth Grimes <grimes@altaplana.com> 
Date:  Monday, March 04, 2013 
Subject:  Right to Vote and electoral resolutions 
 
Dear Jessie, 
 
I am submitting comments about Councilmember Grimes' electoral proposals: 
 
I support all of his proposals except extending the vote to 16- and 17-year olds, which seems out 
of step with the other items that are generallyabout encouraging those who are less likely but 
eligible, such as renters, to vote. 
 
As a researcher of political behavior for 25 years, I suspect that most of these reforms will only 
have very modest improvements on the participation of renters in our elections, but they don't 
seem to incur any significant costs either, and it is a worthwhile goal -- getting registration 
information disseminated by landlords seems like a particularly useful idea. 
 
Allowing 16 and 17 year olds to vote, however, is a completely different concept.  The legal 
franchise in the U.S. is granted at 18, and changing it for Takoma could make us look frivolous, 
as if our elections are "practice elections" not to be taken seriously.  And the cynic in me sees 
this not as an opportunity to increase the franchise among those less likely to participate (age, 
SES, education, home ownership universally relate to participation) but rather as a threat that 
could actually increase the over-representation of the mouthy, better off homeowner cohort in TP 
(insert my name here).  The few 16 and 17 yo's who would vote are far more likely to come 
from these households than an apartment tower, meaning that certain activist families could 
increase their household's voters from 1-2 to as many as 4 votes when they have an axe to grind. 
 
Not desireable, in my view. 
 
Thanks, 
DonnaV 
------------------------------------------------------ 
Donna Victoria 
Victoria Research & Consulting 
301-565-9500 
m 240-893-5487 
www.victoriaresearch.com 
twitter: @VictoriaRsch <https://twitter.com/#%21/VictoriaRsch> 



From:  "Wayne Sherwood"  
To: "Jessie Carpenter" <jessiec@takomagov.org> 
Date:  Monday, March 04, 2013 
Subject:  Comments on proposed Takoma Park election initiatives 
 
Comments on proposed Takoma Park election initiatives 
 
March 4, 2013 
 
Before the Takoma Park City Council 
By Wayne Sherwood, Grant Ave., Takoma Park MD 20912 
 
To: Jessie Carpenter, City Clerk, Takoma Park MD 
From: Wayne Sherwood 
  
Dear Ms. Carpenter, 
 
I was planning to make the following comments on ‘election initiatives’ during the public 
comment period at the City Council meeting tonight.  However, since a large number of people 
wanted to comment during the public comment period tonight, I decided to send these comments 
to you by e-mail instead, with the request that you distribute them by e-mail to the Mayor and 
other City Council members.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Wayne Sherwood 
 
======= 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on some of the election initiatives being considered 
by the City Council. 
 
I am in favor of trying to increase voter registration among all qualified Takoma Park residents, 
and I am in favor of trying to encourage actual voting by all registered voters.  I think there are 
many things that the city can do along these lines, and I would hope that any new city manager 
would try to do these things, too. 
 
I am not sure, however, that this requires the change in any rules or in the City Charter. 
 
I oppose Election Day voter registration for municipal elections.  I think that it is important for 
people who want to vote to register in advance of elections, in order to give the Board of 
Elections adequate time to validate those registrations.   Election Day voter registration could 
result in long lines of people showing up with inadequate or hard-to-read documentation of their 
names and addresses, such as utility bills, which might result in the workers being overwhelmed 
at the balloting places, with resulting long lines and delays.  I think it is reasonable to ask people 
to register to vote in advance of election day. 



 
I think it is a good idea to provide people with a modest package of city-supplied electoral and 
civic information.   I do not think, however, that landlords should be required to provide this 
information to tenants.  The city maintains its own mailing list of all of the addresses in the city, 
and the city could send out this information itself – to all residents of Takoma Park.  That would 
ensure that it gets to the right addresses.  Requiring landlords to do this, in any event, seems 
unenforceable to me, and having the city do the mailing is likely to be more reliable. 
 
I have heard that the City Council is considering requiring landlords to allow candidates -- and 
others -- to door-knock in multi-unit apartment buildings.  I think this is a bad idea and I am 
opposed to this.  I know many people who live in the apartment buildings in Takoma Park, 
especially along Maple Ave. and in Victory Tower.  While I obviously cannot speak for all of 
these residents, the ones whom I do know have had major concerns about security in the past.  
They want their landlords to control access to these buildings and they do not want unauthorized 
people wandering in the hallways or riding up and down the elevators.  I think that senior 
citizens especially would be worried about such an idea.  Who would want groups of strangers 
wandering up and down the hallways of your apartment building knocking on your door(s)?   
Who would decide who would be allowed in, and who would not, and during what days or hours 
of the day or night?  Would this be for a specific time of day, or 24 hours a day?  I think that a 
better idea would be to require landlords to set aside a specific date and time for a community 
forum in their building -- and a community space as a place to meet -- when people from the 
'outside' could come in and make their presentations concerning the elections, and anyone in the 
building who wanted to come could then attend.  I think we might remember that some of the 
people living in these apartments, too, could possibly be undocumented, and they could be 
fearful of outsiders coming knocking door to door on their apartment units, and wonder if this 
was some kind of search. 
 
I think that the city could also consider putting up signs, for example, signs on stakes informing 
people about upcoming elections, and reminding them to register, and drive them into the ground 
near large apartment buildings, to remind people to register and to vote. 
 
I also heard some of the testimony tonight in support of the city giving a grant to the MANUP 
program, and I support that.  From everything I have heard, I think this is a very good program 
for Takoma Park youth. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to make these remarks. 
 
Wayne Sherwood 
Grant Ave. 
Takoma Park MD 20912-4234 
 
  







 

Institutt for Munthes gate 31  T +47 23 08 61 00 
samfunnsforskning PO Box 3233 Elisenberg Org.no. 974 760 991 
 NO-0208 Oslo, Norway samfunnsforskning.no 
Institute for 
Social Research 

Dear Mayor Williams and members of the Council 

Councilmember Timothy Male reached out to me and let me know that your city 

is evaluating 16-17 participation in city elections.  Our research has focused on 

the launch of a pilot in Norway that allowed 16-17 year olds to vote in 20 

municipalities in the 2011 local elections. We hope some of our findings may be 

useful to you. 

 

Our research project has looked at several aspects of the pilot, such as the work done to 

inform young voters of their rights; the political parties’ efforts to appeal to young voters; 

any problems that may have occurred on election day; as well as the outcome of the 

elections (in terms of the vote share for each party and the election of new young 

representatives). However, we believe the following three issues are especially important 

to the ongoing debate about a potential lowering of the voting age in Norway; and we 

have focused most of our research on those issues: 

 

1) The legal framework. Some have argued that the voting age cannot be lowered without 

changing other laws in Norway, especially those regarding the status and rights of 

children. People under the age of 18 are considered children, and they are financially 

dependent upon, and possibly influenced by their parents or a legal guardian. Our legal 

expert has concluded that the voting age can be lowered without changing other laws. If 

children are given the right to stand as candidates and potentially be elected to political 

office, some legal issues may arise. One’s duty as a political representative may come 

Mayor Bruce Williams and Members of the City Council 
7500 Maple Avenue 
Takoma Park 
MD 20912 
USA 

 

Oslo, Norway 

26.03.13 



 

into conflict with the right to attend school and get an education. Still, this is not seen as a 

large legal impediment against the enfranchisement of 16- and 17-year-olds in Norway. 

 

2) Voter turnout. Young people in Norway, and especially first-time-voters, have the 

lowest election turnout of all age-groups. A key question in the pilot, therefore, was 

whether 16- and 17-year-olds would turn out to vote in the election. We have information 

about actual election turnout in different age groups, and have found that 16- and 17-year-

olds participate in surprisingly high numbers. The turnout-rate for this age-group was 58 

percent, which may be compared to 63 percent in the electorate at large (in the same 

municipalities). A better reference group may be other young voters. We found, for 

instance, that 46 percent of 18 through 21 year-olds took part in the election. Generally 

speaking, 16- and 17-year olds had a much higher rate of electoral participation than other 

young voters. We believe that being a high-school student, and residing in the place 

where you grew up and have a close attachment to, increase the likelihood that you will 

vote. After high school, young people often move to a different part of the country for 

education, work or military service. People are less likely to vote when they are in such a 

"transitional" phase in their lives. What we do not know, but we hope to find out in future 

research, is whether voting at 16 has a positive effect on turnout later in life. Some, like 

the political scientist Mark Franklin, would argue that voter participation at a young age 

will have a positive effect on turnout later in life. However, this effect has not yet been 

proven in studies of individual voters.  

 

3) Political maturity. There was an expectation from the government ministry in charge of 

the pilot that a lowering of the voting age would positively impact on the level of political 

interest, engagement and knowledge among the young. Our research indicates that the 

pilot had no such effect. 16- and 17-year-olds are not as "politically mature" as older 

voters, in terms of political interest, sense of political efficacy and knowledge. The pilot 

did not lead to an increase in political maturity in this age group. I report these findings in 

a recent article in the journal Electoral Studies (Volume 32, pp. 90–100). 

 



 

In general, we conclude that the pilot was a success in terms of election turnout. The pilot 

did succeed in getting young people to the polls. On the other hand, the pilot did not 

succeed in its main goal, which was to increase political engagement and interest among 

the young. Based on these results, the Norwegian government is currently considering, 

but has not yet reached a conclusion, on whether to lower the voting age in some (or 

possibly all) elections in Norway. 

 

I hope these results are of interest to you. Please contact me if you need any additional 

information. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Johannes Bergh 

Senior Researcher 
Project manager for the evaluation of the Norwegian voting age pilot 
 
Institute for Social Research 
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Mayor Bruce Williams and Members of the City Council  
7500 Maple Avenue  
Takoma Park, MD 20912  
USA 
 

Vienna, Mar 29, 2013 
 
 

Dear Mayor Williams and members of the Council, 
 
We understand from Councilmember Timothy Male that the City of Takoma Park is considering 
lowering the voting age to 16-17 for city elections.  Since some of our research has focused on 
evaluation of 16-17 year old and young voter data from Austrian elections, Councilmember 
Timothy Male asked if we could describe some of our observations.  We hope the summary below 
is useful to you and have already provided copies of our technical papers as well as a fact sheet to 
Councilmember Male.  
 
 

1. Turnout among 16-17 year-old citizens 
 
The existing evidence from Austria shows that voters aged 16 or 17 have higher turnout 
levels than other first-time voters. Their level of turnout is also similar to the average 
turnout among all voters. 
 

2. Political competence and interest in politics among 16-17 year-old citizens 
 
The existing evidence indicate that political knowledge is perhaps slightly lower among 
voters under 18 than among other first-time voters. However, concerning interest in 
politics, we have found that interest in politics is not any lower among voters aged 16 or 
17. Moreover, we also have evidence that lowering voting age has increased interest in 
politics substantially among voters under 18. 
 

3. The role of parents and schools 
 
Parents play an extremely important role in predicting turnout levels among young 
voters. First-time voters are much more likely to vote if others in their household, and in 



 

  

particular their parents, do so as well.  
However, it is not the case that the political behavior of young voters is completely 
determined by the behavior of their parents. Indeed, we have found that the impact of 
schools on the political interest of voters under 18 increased after the voting age was 
lowered. This means that schools may shape political interest among citizens under 18 
more if they have voting rights. 
 

4. Long-term effect on turnout 
 
The voting age was lowered in Austria in 2007, so this reform is still relatively recent. We 
do not know whether these patterns will persist, i.e. whether turnout among those voted 
for the first time when they were under 18 will remain high (and even higher than among 
other first-time voters). We might expect these patterns to persist given evidence from 
other countries, but it is still too early to make a definitive prediction  

 
5. Other effects on politics 

 
In general, the reform has been accepted very readily in Austria, to the extent that it is 
not discussed much anymore in the media. However, immediately after the reform there 
was a lot of public discussion about lowering the voting age. This was also accompanied 
by significant efforts in schools to publicize the reform and encourage turnout. 
Today, parties still run special campaigns for the youngest voters, and one could even say 
that they receive more attention than their slightly older peers. 
However, there has been little obvious change in terms of the substance of politics, for 
instance in terms of legislation proposed or of how political discussions are conducted. 

 
6. Negative effects 

 
So far, they have not been any obvious negative effects of the reform. There are a couple 
of potential dangers. First, it is important to maintain the attention paid to informing and 
motivating potential voters in schools. It is possible that these efforts may decrease once 
attention fades, but this should be avoided given the impact of schools on interest and 
possibly participation. Second, it is important to try to reach all school students. In 
Austria, those in ‘better’ schools have received more information than others. This should 
be avoided in order to reduce inequalities in political interest and participation. 

 
 
We hope that this brief report on the experience in Austria will be useful to you. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us if you should require further information. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Markus Wagner 
Eva Zeglovits 



 

A major focus of the work of AUTNES has been 

on turnout among voters under 18. Austria is 

unique among advanced industrialized countries 

in giving citizens the right to vote at the age of 16 

at national elections. Our research has shown 

that the consequences of lowering the voting age 

are largely positive.  

 

Turnout among this age group is high. For 

example, in the 2010 Vienna regional elections, 16- 

and 17-year-old first time voters had significantly 

higher turnout rates than older first time voters 

(Figure 1).  As the voting age was already lowered 

to 16 for the 2005 Vienna regional elections, in 

2010 we could analyze the turnout of 2005’s first 

time voters. We found indications that among the 

higher level of turnout among the youngest voters 

persisted in their second election, so there is more 

than just a first-time voter boost. So, there is some 

early evidence in favor of the possibility that those 

who vote for the first time when they are younger 

than 18 are more likely to develop a habit of voting 

than those who are 18 and older (Zeglovits 2011).  

 

Beyond the question of the level of turnout among 

voters under 18, we have shown that the political 

interest of citizens younger than 18 increased after 

the voting age was lowered. In addition, the impact 

of schools on political interest was stronger than 

before the electoral reform (Zeglovits & 

Zandonella 2011).  For the 

youngest voters, the main 

sources of information on 

the election were schools and 

parents (Schwarzer and 

Zeglovits, forthcoming). A 

large proportion of newly 

enfranchised voters under 18 

reported activities in schools 

related to the elections. 

Moreover, schools not only 

provided information but 

also opportunities to discuss 

and reflect on political views. 

Figure 1: Turnout in Vienna 2010 regional elections (low rated estimation), by age 
compared to overall turnout of 67.6% (Zeglovits 2011). 

The Demand Side:  

Voting at 16 – Main Results 



 

We also found that it is not the case that young 

voters’ decision to abstain is driven by a lack of 

interest in or engagement with politics (Wagner et 

al. 2012). As Figure 2 illustrates, 16- and 17-year 

olds are comparable to older citizens in terms of 

their interest and knowledge. Their trust and 

satisfaction with democracy is even higher. 

 

Finally, there is no evidence that the quality of 

vote choice among voters under 18 is any lower 

than that of older age groups 

(Wagner et al. 2012). The vote 

choices of the youngest voters 

reflect their preferences as 

well than those of older voters 

do. Specifically, the 

ideological distances between 

young voters and the parties 

they choose are not higher 

than in older age groups. 

 

These cumulative findings 

indicate that the consequences 

of lowering the voting age in 

Austria have been largely 

positive in all examined 

aspects.  
Figure 2: Interest, knowledge, trust and satisfaction with democracy (from 
Wagner et al. 2012). Mean values by age group shown; bars indicate 95% 
confidence intervals; dashed line indicates overall mean.  

 
Schwarzer, Steve, and Zeglovits, Eva (forthcoming). ‘ “If you don’t come across it in your family or in school, where else?” 

– How 16-and 17-year old Austrian first time voters perceive the role of schools in preparing them for the election’, in 
Abendschoen, Simone (ed.), Old and New Challenges of Political Socialization Research. Colchester: ECPR Press. 

Wagner, Markus, Johann, David, and Kritzinger, Sylvia (2012). ‘Voting at 16: Turnout and the quality of vote choice.’ 
Electoral Studies, 31(2): 372–383. 

Zeglovits, Eva (2011). ‘Votes at 16: Turnout of the youngest voters’. Paper presented at the ÖGPW Conference ‘Tag der 
Politikwissenschaft’, Salzburg, Dec 2. 

Zeglovits, Eva, and Zandonella, Martina (2011). ‘Political interest of adolescents before and after lowering the voting age: 
the case of Austria.’ Paper presented at the 6th ECPR General Conference, Reykjavik, Aug 25-27.  



 
 

 

March 29, 2013 
 

Mayor Bruce Williams & Takoma Park City Council 

7500 Maple Ave. 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 

 

Friends, 

America was founded on the idea that those who must obey the laws must also 

be invited to help craft those laws. While no nation has ever been perfect in 

honoring that democratic ideal, America has a proud history of always moving 

closer, enfranchising new groups of Americans and expanding our democracy.  

Takoma Park now has an opportunity to lead the nation in taking another step. 

By allowing 16-year-olds and 17-year-olds to vote in local elections, you will 

send a message that they, too, are welcome members of this society. 

NYRA has seen teenagers across America, from Berkeley, CA to Lowell, MA, 

demonstrate their eagerness to take a role in our democracy. They’re tired of 

being excluded. They’ve rolled up their sleeves and done the hard work of 

lobbying politicians, collecting signatures, and organizing political rallies, even 

as opponents have struggled to portray such teenagers as too apathetic and too 

unsophisticated to cast a vote. Takoma Park is finally breaking through the 

nonsense and recognizing the importance of including these youth. 

Other nations, from Scotland to Argentina, have invited 16-year-olds to vote. 

There is no reason America should be less democratic. 

NYRA urges Takoma Park to seize this historic opportunity and lead our nation 

in the direction of more democracy and greater inclusion. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Bill Bystricky 

Executive Director 

Board of Directors 

 

Jaylen Bledsoe 

Craig Bolz 

Hardy Macia 

Keith Mandell 

Katrina Moncure 

Stefan Muller 

Jeffrey Nadel  

 

Board of Advisors 

 

Steve Culbertson 

President and CEO, 

Youth Service America 
 

Robert Epstein 

Author, The Case  

Against Adolescence 
 

Adam Fletcher 

Founder, Freechild.org 
 

David Hanson 

Professor, State University 

of New York at Potsdam 
 

Bennett Haselton 

President, Peacefire 
 

Kevin Keenan,  

Executive Director, San 

Diego ACLU 
 

Grace Llewellyn 

Author, Teenage 

Liberation Handbook 
 

Mike Males 

Author, Framing Youth 
 

Nadine Strossen 

Former President, 

American Civil Liberties 

Union 
 

Scarlett Swerdlow 

Former Executive Director, 

Students for a Sensible 

Drug Policy 

 

Elizabeth Whelan 

President, American 

Council on Science and 
Health 

 

P.O. Box 516 
Rockville, MD 20848 
 

http://www.youthrights.org  
NYRA@youthrights.org 



From:  anand parikh  
To: Jessie Carpenter <JessieC@takomagov.org> 
Date:  Sunday, March 31, 2013 
Subject:  Resident Comment on Lowering of TP Voting Age 
 
Dear Council Members: 
 
 I support lowering the eligible voting age for Takoma Park municipal 
elections to age 16 for the following reasons - 
 
1) increases input on major community decisions from a stakeholder group 
that is severely underrepresented, yet has been designated to make 
responsible decisions (driving, for example) and who are effected by City 
policies (Rec. Dept. activities, for example) 
 
2) increases overall community engagement in municipal governance, 
especially in light of low civic engagement in our community. I imagine if 
teens come to vote (and they are often home earlier in the evening than 
their parents to make it before the polls close) their parents would be 
more likely to vote also. 
 
3) social science research that indicates early voting leads to a more 
engaged person later in life 
 
Anand Parikh, Park Ave 
Ward 1 



 

 

Institute for Effective Education 
Camden College of Arts and Sciences 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 
325 Cooper Street 
Camden, NJ 08102 

hart@scarletmail.rutgers.edu 
 
Phone: 856-225-6438 
Fax: 856-225-6617 
 
 

Tuesday, April 02, 2013 

 

Mayor Bruce Williams and Members of the City Council 

7500 Maple Avenue 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 

 

Dear Mayor Williams and members of the council, 

 

 We have learned of your deliberations on whether to allow 16 and 17-year-olds to vote in 

municipal elections. Mayor Williams, we commend your leadership in setting up this discussion. Based 

on our research, and that of others,i  we recommend that Takoma Park become a national leader in 

the promotion of an engaged electorate by extending the right to vote to 16 and 17-year-olds. 

 

 Our research demonstrates that 16 and 17-year-olds know approximately as much about politics as 

do 21-year-olds and almost as much as the adult average.  Based on our findings, we do not recommend 

that the right to vote be extended to those younger than 16. 

 

 Research in other countries demonstrates that extending the right to vote to 16 and 17-year-olds 

deepens interest in this age group in politics. 

 

 Research in the United States demonstrates that voting is habitual; by promoting voting among 16 

and 17-year-olds, Takoma Park will help create a new generation of citizens who participate more in the 

civic life of their communities.   

 

 Laws prohibiting 16 and 17-year-olds from voting are capricious and arbitrary, and prevent 

citizens with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes prerequisite for voting from participating fully in our 

society.  Countries around the world are slowly recognizing that is not the dated understanding of the 

capabilities youth once had, but the ability of today’s 16 and 17-year-olds, that should determine the age at 

which voting privileges are awarded.  We hope that Takoma Park becomes an international leader in 

promoting voting among all those with the requisite capacities to do so responsibly: you can do so by 

extending the right to vote to 16 and 17-year-olds in your community.   

 

Sincerely,  

 
Daniel Hart 

Distinguished Professor of Psychology 

Director, Institute for Effective Education 

 

 

 
 
Robert Atkins 

Associate Dean, School of Nursing  

Associate Professor of Nursing and 

Childhood Studies 

 
                                                      

i Hart, D., & Atkins, R.  (2011).  American sixteen-year-olds are ready to vote.  Annals of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science.633, 201-221.   

 

http://www.nursing.camden.rutgers.edu/


To: Takoma Park Council 

From: Charles J. Hayes, Citizen 

Ethan Allen Ave. 

Takoma Park, Maryland 20912 

 

April 3, 2013 

Re: Proposal to Lower voting Age to 16 

I wish to voice my strong dissent for the proposal to lower the voting age to 16 for the following 
reasons: 

1. All Rights carry Responsibilities: So what would be the responsibilities of a 16 year old if given 
the right to vote. Do they have the responsibility to defend their Country at 16?; Do they have 
the responsibility of self support at 16?; Do they have the responsibility of  a citizen before the 
court who has reached the age of majority under State law? 

2. The Vote carries consequences:  Is it just and reasonable to allow a voter to influence policies 
such as taxes that will have no affect on the one who by his vote causes the enactment of such 
policy? A minor is legally under the control and care of his parent or guardian. In effect this 
means that instead of one man one vote, we would promote a one man ; multiple votes 
because of the parental influence practiced and promoted by society. 

3. An informed and experienced voter is a pilar of Democracy. However, how informed and 
experienced can an adolescent be if he has not been called to earn a living or suffer or gain 
personally from policies that he, with his vote, would support. 

4. Youth by very definition is impressionable and often swayed by the non-essential:    
5. We don’t need scientific studies to reveal how impressionable and subject to peer influence and 

pressure  are our youth of 16. Every parent and guardian has witnessed this natural aspect of a 
sixteen year old.  Would those who propose endowing such youth with the right to vote want to 
live in their households  by  the dictates of their young dependents? So then, why should the 
broader community be subject to these dictates. Further, would not a cadre of 16 year olds  be 
willing dupes of  influential but, tyrannical adults promoting rules and policies that are not in the 
interest of the broader and responsible community? 
Finally, to confer the right of the vote on a 16 year old would be at variance with the laws that 
do not recognize such a minor for the other civic responsibilities and rights. This movement 
represents an attempt to transplant current fads in the United Kingdom to the very different  
Legal and social setting of the United States of America. 
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