
REVENUE EXPENSES
Government Salary $124,540 
MD Dept Hum 

Res $25,000 Executive Director @ $30/hr $31,200 

Montgomery 
County $50,000 

Program Manager:                  
Fresh Checks @ $22/hr $22,880 

PG County $38,000 
Program Manager:                   

Healthy Eating @ $22/hr $22,880 

City of Takoma 
Park $40,000 

Program Manager:                   
SNAP Outreach @ $22/hr $34,320 

Private 
Foundations

Healthy Eating Trainee @ 
$15/hr $4,680 

Cafritz $25,000 
SNAP Outreach Worker @ 

$16.5/hr $8,580 

Meyer 
Foundation $25,000 Fringe benefits $31,135 

WS Abel 
Foundation $25,000 Consultants $17,540 
Amerigroup 
Foundation $15,000 Rent $8,400 

Individual 
Donors $12,000 Telephone $600  

Revenue $255,000 Internet $480 
Supplies $2,500 
Insurance $3,500 
Postage $500 
Printing $1,500 
Other (list) $63,500 

Fresh Checks $60,000 

Fresh Check Senior Bus $3,500 

TOTAL EXPENSES $254,195

Total Program Budget: 7/1/2013 to 6/30/2013



EXPENSES

Salary $18,500 

Executive Director @ $30/hr $2,500 

Program Manager:                              
Fresh Checks @ $22/hr $8,000 

           Program Manager:                   
Healthy Eating @ $22/hr $8,000 

Fringe benefits $4,625 

Other (list) $16,875 

Fresh Checks $15,000 

Fresh Check Senior Bus $1,875 

TOTAL EXPENSES $40,000

Takoma Park Large Grant Budget                 
7/1/2013 to 6/30/2013



Dear Sir/Madam: 

I am writing in support of the “Farm to School” program run by Crossroads Community Food Network.  I 
am the fifth grade lead teacher at Piney Branch Elementary School in Takoma Park and have been 
participating in the program for 4 months.  Without hesitation, I can say that it has been a wonderful 
experience for all involved. 

Michelle Dudley has been terrific to plan with and has been very helpful in figuring out what activities 
best meet the needs of our students.  She has allowed for the students to have a say in what activities 
they experience which has really helped create a lot of enthusiasm for the program.  She has provided 
both hands-on cooking experiences and visits by farmers.  She has provided the students with so much 
helpful and healthful information, from the importance of “eating a rainbow” to the new “My Plate” 
food guidelines to being more aware of the foods we eat.  The students have responded well, asking 
many questions and actively participating. 

I have also been pleasantly surprised to see how adventurous the students have been in trying new 
foods.  The faces the students made while eating mustard greens was priceless, yet the vast majority still 
shot their hands in the air when asked who wanted a second helping.  When the students tried the 
Spanish tortilla, one of which was made with a whole lot of kale, I saw a lot of clean plates being tossed 
in the compost bin.  I really can’t speak highly enough of the program and feel so lucky to have been a 
part of this program.  

 Cooking and exploring new foods and discussing healthy choices shouldn’t feel so foreign inside a 
school, but in today’s atmosphere of high-stakes testing, this is the kind of education that is so easily 
pushed aside.  It clearly should not be based both on the fact that childhood obesity is increasing at an 
alarming rate and the fact that my students, and the whole of the fifth grade at Piney Branch 
Elementary have been soaking it up like sponges. 

I hope that you are able to provide funding for this program so that more students in our community are 
able to participate. 

Thank you,              
Tracey Goldman                                                                                                                
5th grade teacher                       
Piney Branch Elementary School           
Takoma Park, MD 



Susanna Bunzel-Harris 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Highland Ave. – Takoma Park MD 20912 -USA 
 
 

Takoma Park, January 22, 2013 
 
 
Farm to School Program 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
As the parent of a child in 5th grade at Piney Branch Elementary School, I would like to 
let you know how much we have appreciated the “Farm to School” program at our school 
organized by the Crossroads Community Food Network. 
 
This program not only raises the understanding of farms and farmers, but also promotes 
healthy eating—the freshly made fajitas were a huge hit.  
 
For me as a mother (and published cookbook author) it is important to see that our 
family’s lifestyle of eating meals prepared fresh from seasonal ingredients is promoted 
outside the home as well.  
 
For the children it is important to get confirmation for what they practice in the form of 
the above-mentioned program. In addition, it creates a connection between the children 
and the community, between the children and where their food comes from.  
 
This is why we urge you to continue this programming for the PBES school and the 
greater community. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration. 
 
 
 
Susanna Bunzel-Harris 
 



Debra Bodner 
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912 

 

 

Date: January 22, 2013 

 
 
Re: Crossroads Community Food Network farm to school programming at Piney Branch Elementary 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 

My child is in the 5th grade at Piney Branch Elementary School in Takoma Park, Maryland. At school she 
has been fortunate enough to participate in Crossroads Community Food Network’s farm to school 
programming. 

She has truly enjoyed the visits to the school. On one occasion she was able to try kohlrabi and liked it! 
This is a feat I could not have accomplished on my own, I assure you. I believe this program has helped 
expand her ideas of what foods are out there, and encouraged her to try new things. 

I sincerely hope this programming continues to be available to children in this school in the coming years.  

Sincerely, Debra Bodner 

  



 
Emily Schabacker 
Takoma Park, MD 20912 
 
January 21, 2013 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
  
I am the mother of a fifth grader at Piney Branch Elementary School. During this school year, 
my son and his classmates participated in the Crossroads Community Food Network’s farm-to-
school program. 
 
The farm-to-school program has raised my son’s awareness of where food comes from, the 
significance of how it is grown, and how it moves from farm to plate. It reinforced the messages 
he has heard at home about healthy eating and offered an opportunity to try new foods in a 
peer setting. 
 
The farm-to-school program has also raised my son’s interest in local farmers markets and the 
role they play in our community. When asked recently to write a school essay identifying a 
project that would improve the community, he said that he would expand access to local 
farmers markets. He identified the availability of fresh, local, affordable produce as an 
important community benefit—a fairly astounding statement from a child who until recently 
considered carrots the only edible vegetable. 
 
It is my hope that the Crossroads Community Food Network’s farm-to-school program will 
continue at Piney Branch. I have a third grader Piney Branch too, and after hearing her brother 
talk about the farm-to-school program, her first question was “when will my class do that?”  I 
hope you’ll agree that this program is worth supporting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Emily Schabacker 
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