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Discussion Item Resolution Supporting Legislation Precluding SHA from Adding Motor Vehicle 
Lanes to MD 410 in Takoma Park 

Background In conjunction with the negotiation of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA), legislation has been 
proposed that would preclude the use of funds by the Maryland Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) that would add a new through lane for motor vehicles to 
MD 410 in Takoma Park. 
 
This legislation is similar to a provision in Maryland law that precludes MDOT from 
constructing a segment of I-95 that would connect it to any other highway in Prince 
George’s County.  
 
The language allows for minor changes to the width of the right of way or the 
pavement that may be necessary or desirable, but prevents a through lane for motor 
vehicles that would change the nature of the road and damage the character of 
Takoma Park. SHA officials have indicated they would not oppose this strong 
language because of the unique history of inconsistent State maintenance of the road 
over the past 80 years and because they see no need to add a through lane for motor 
vehicles in the future. 
 
Maintaining the opportunity to widen the right of way or pavement for uses other 
than as a through lane for motor vehicles allows for minor modifications for 
vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian safety improvements; stormwater infrastructure 
changes; and aesthetic improvements. Because technology and modes change over 
time, it is impossible to predict the exact nature and location of the types of 
modifications that may be desired, so flexibility in the State law is necessary.   

Policy “Create and maintain a livable community that is vibrant, healthy, and safe with 
convenient transportation for all of its residents.” (Livable Community Goal) 
 
“The City Council believes that we must work in partnership with city residents, 
community organizations, non-profits, the business community, and other 
governmental agencies to achieve our vision.” (Strategic Plan Executive Summary) 

Fiscal Impact n/a 

Attachments Draft resolution; proposed legislation. 

Recommendation Adopt resolution. 

Special 
Consideration 

 

 



Resolution 2013 - ___ 
 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR STATE LEGISLATION PROHIBITING THE 
MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION FROM EXPENDING FUNDS 

FOR THE ADDITION OF A NEW LANE FOR MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC TO 
MARYLAND ROUTE 410 IN THE CITY OF TAKOMA PARK 

 
  
 WHEREAS, Maryland Route 410 (“MD 410") through the City of Takoma Park 
traverses a densely populated residential area of the City; and  
 
 WHEREAS, MD 410 traverses the Takoma Park Historic District and historic residential 
and commercial properties front on MD 410; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the addition of another lane for motor vehicle traffic to MD 410 in the City 
would have an adverse effect on the safety and well-being of the residents  and visitors to 
Takoma Park and would harm the character of the neighborhoods and commercial district 
abutting the roadway and the historic properties and district along the roadway; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City is opposed to the addition of another lane for motor vehicle traffic 
to MD 410 in the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, SHA and the City have conducted lengthy negotiations regarding the future 
maintenance and control of MD 410 through the City, during which the City has requested a 
binding commitment from SHA that it will not widen MD 410 in the City to accommodate 
additional lanes for motor vehicle traffic; and 
 
 WHEREAS, although SHA has expressed to the City that it has no plans to add another 
lane for motor vehicle traffic to MD 410 in the City, SHA is unable to make such a binding 
commitment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and SHA have nonetheless entered into a Memorandum of 
Understanding regarding maintenance and control of MD 410 in the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park has determined that legislation by the General 
Assembly prohibiting the Department of Transportation from spending funds to add an 
additional through lane for motor vehicle traffic would be the most effective and efficient 
method of protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the City of Takoma Park 
and preserving the character of the community and Takoma Park Historic District; and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND, THAT  
 



SECTION 1. The Maryland General Assembly should enact a bill amending Section 8-601 of 
the Transportation Article of the Maryland Code to add subsection (b)(3), 
providing as follows: 

 
The Department may not spend any further funds for the construction of MD 
Route 410 through the City of Takoma Park in Montgomery County that will 
involve the addition of a new through lane for motor vehicles.   

 
SECTION 2. This Resolution shall be effective upon adoption. 
 
THIS RESOLUTION IS ADOPTED THIS _____ DAY OF FEBRUARY 2013, by roll call 
vote as follows: 
 
AYE: 
 
NAY: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Jessie Carpenter, City Clerk 
 
 



PROPOSED LANGUAGE FOR LEGISLATION RELATED TO MD 410 IN TAKOMA PARK 

 

Purpose 

For the purpose of prohibiting the Department of Transportation from spending any funds for the 

construction or reconstruction of Maryland Route 410 through the City of Takoma Park that will involve 

the addition of a new vehicular through lane to the highway. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland, that the Laws of Maryland read as 

follows: 

Article ‐ Transportation 

8‐601. 

(a) The Administration shall construct, reconstruct, and repair State highways as necessary and shall 

maintain them in good condition. 

(b) (1) The Department may not spend any further funds for the construction of I‐95 through Prince 

George's County that will involve a new or reconstructed segment connecting it to any other highway in 

Prince George's County. 

(2) The Department may not spend any further funds for the construction of a new highway, arterial, 

freeway, or expressway in the lands between Viers Mill Road and Northwest Branch described in the 

1980 highway needs inventory as the right‐of‐way reserved for the Rockville Facillity in Montgomery 

county, including the area designated as the Matthew Henson State Park and 5‐1004 of the Natural 

Resources Article. 

(3)  THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT SPEND ANY FURTHER FUNDS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF MD ROUTE 

410 THROUGH THE CITY OF TAKOMA PARK IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY THAT WILL INVOLVE THE 

ADDITION OF A NEW THROUGH LANE FOR MOTOR VEHICLES. 

Section 2. And be it further enacted, that this Act shall take effect October 1, 2013.  

 


