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Discussion Item Small Community Grant Award Recommendations 

Background On June 22, 2009, the City Council established the Small Community Grant 
Program to competitively award grants of $2,500 or less to community groups 
wishing to conduct activities that further the Council’s goals as set forth in the City’s 
Strategic Plan. The Council budgeted $10,000 for the grant program in FY 2013. 
 
The City solicited applications in the fall of 2012, with an October 19 application 
deadline. Grants were awarded on January 14, 2013. Since $3,000 of the total 
$10,000 had not been awarded, a second solicitation was conducted. Eight 
applications were received by the January 28 deadline.  
 
The Small Community Grant Review Committee met on February 7, 2013 to review 
the applications. The Committee recommends that funding be approved for Takoma 
Plays ($1,000); Real Food for Kids – Montgomery ($1,500); and Historic Takoma 
($500). If the Council accepts the recommendations, the small grant funds for the 
fiscal year will be exhausted. 

Policy Small Community Grant Program Guidelines 

Fiscal Impact $10,000 has been budgeted in FY 2013. In the first round, $7,000 was awarded. If 
the Council accepts the Committee’s recommendations, the $10,000 will be 
expended. 

Attachments  Report of the Review Committee 
 Small Community Grant Award Program Description (Guidelines) and the 

applications recommended for funding are posted online: 
http://takomaparkmd.gov/clerk/agenda/index.html 

Recommendation Council to hear the recommendations and determine which grants should be 
awarded. 

Special 
Consideration 

A single reading ordinance awarding the small grants is tentatively scheduled for 
February 19, 2013. 
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Report of the Review Committee 
for the Takoma Park Small Community Grant Program 
 
Friday, February 8, 2013 
 
Members of the Small Community Grant Program Review Committee met on January 31 at 7:30 
p.m. at the Community Center Hydrangea Room, Takoma Park, MD.  In attendance were:  
Olutayo Akingbe, Gary Cardillo, Lesley Perry, Elizabeth Boyd, and Jacqueline Schick.  Julie 
Evans commented in absentia. 
 
This meeting was to allocate $3000.00 remaining from the original 2013 budget of $10,000, of 
which $7000.00 had been recommended at the first meeting December 11, 2012 and 
subsequently to the City Council.  The committee weighed the factors of population to be 
benefited, past City support and alternative support mechanisms, and the funds available.   
 
Eight proposals were received against the remaining budget of $3000.00.  Three proposals were 
recommended by the Small Community Grant Committee. 
 
 
Takoma Plays 
Community Spring/Summer Play Events  
 
This project is an expansion of a currently existing group which offers play events in the 
community.  This proposal proposes focus on the Opal-Daniels Park reopening and a Pool Party 
at the indoor Piney Branch Pool to raise awareness of the pool facilities.  The Small Community 
Grant Committee considered that this group has a proven history of success and the proposal 
promotes two community resources, the Piney Branch Pool and the reopening of the 
Opal-Daniels Park after renovation/installation of playground area and equipment. 
 
Requested:  $1000.00 
Approved:  $1000.00 
Vote: 100% 
 
 
Real Food for Kids - Montgomery 
 
This project represents a grassroots effort to improve food quality in MCPS schools through 
education and improvement in available foods.  The Committee viewed support of this effort as 
an opportunity for Takoma Park to be a leader in the important area of public education. 
 
Requested:  $2250.00 
Approved: $1500.00 
Vote: 100% 
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Historic Takoma - To make archive records available to the public  
 
This project proposes to use funds to offset the cost of purchasing computer equipment and 
retaining an IT specialist.  The Small Community Grant Committee came to view that, given the 
limited funds available, the partial award would assist Historic Takoma towards their end goal of 
making archived records available to the public.   
 
Requested:  $2500.00 
Approved: 500.00 
Vote:  100% 
 
 
Unapproved Projects 
Takoma Porch 
 
The project proposes a four hour music festival at various locations, anticipating 20 houses 
participating in a walking tour of musical events.  The Committee considered that given the 
limited funds available and the availability of established music events it was decided not to 
fund. 
 
Requested:  $ 3000.00 
Approved:  $0.00 
 
 
Crossroads Community Food Network 
Eat Fresh Takoma  
 
The project proposes to expand the existing Fresh Checks programs for low income residents 
currently in place at the Crossroads Farmer’s Market.  Eat Fresh Takoma is intended for use at 
both the Crossroads Market and the Takoma Farmer’s Market, unlike the Fresh Checks which 
are only honored at the Crossroads market.  It is also hoped that a relationship between the two 
markets can be established.  The group has received support in the past from the City and 
community grants and the Committee was of the view that it was important to fund smaller 
groups who have not received much grant funding in light of the limited funds available. 
 
Requested:  $2,000.00 
Approved:  $0.00 
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Seniors and Those Who Care for them 
Resource Guide 
 
This project proposes the development of a resource guide for Takoma Park Seniors and their 
caretakers.  The draft of the guide has been completed and funds are anticipated for publishing 
costs of 200 bilingual guides.  This is a project that will require annual updating and with the 
limited funds available, funding was not approved. 
  
Requested:  $2500.00 
Approved: $0.00 
 
 
Takoma Park Community Lecture Series 
 
This project proposes a Lecture series for the Takoma Park Community.  As part of the series, 
the organizers have identified that childcare at such events would encourage attendance.  The 
funds are budgeted for venue space, childcare providers.  The Committee observed that the 
project is in the planning phase without an agenda at this point; it was questioned whether the 
June 30, 2013 completion date could be met.  In addition, there may be liabilities that have not 
been anticipated in this project. 
 
Requested $1080.00 
Approved: $0.00 
 
 
EduCare 
Takoma Park Emergency food pantry 
 
Funds sought to purchase freezers for perishable foods to support the food pantry.  In light of 
other projects, limited funds available, and previous funds granted through other City programs, 
it was decided not to fund. 
 
Requested:  $2500 or $2100 (application cites 2 amounts). 
Approved: $0.00 
 
 


