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Discussion Item Discussion of Concepts for Revisions to the City Code to Address Food Vendors 

Background On July 9, 2012, the Council passed a resolution authorizing the establishment of a 
three-month pilot program for mobile food service in the city-owned lot at the 
Takoma Junction. The pilot program was a response to a report from the Takoma 
Junction Task Force calling for food trucks.  
 
The program has been quite successful and the Council has since granted two 
extensions of the program, which now expires on February 28. Via the pilot 
program, the City has waived the current requirements of City Code, Chapter 8.12 – 
Transit Merchants, particularly with regards to licensing fees and criminal 
background checks. Vendors must still be licensed by Montgomery County 
Department of Health and Human Services, which requires an annual inspection and 
license for mobile food service units.  
 
The pilot program has garnered significant community enthusiasm and vendor sales. 
(See Exhibit 1 attached for a report from OTBA on vendor sales and subsequent 
commerce from nearby businesses.) However, the experience in the pilot program 
also has highlighted some needed revisions to the City Code.  
 
Council is asked to provide comment on the following items. Feedback will be 
incorporated into the proposed ordinance amendment. 
 
1. Creation of a separate section in the Code for mobile food vendors  
2. Establishment of designated locations for mobile food vendors to sell on City 

owned property 
3. Expansion of licensing requirements to enable private property owners to apply 

for food truck permits, in lieu of individual vendors for trucks on non-City 
owned land 

4. Revision of the permitting fee structure to be more aligned with other 
jurisdictions 

5. Creation of  a one-time permit which would enable vendors to sell in Takoma 
Park on an occasional basis and also test the market without having to commit to 
an annual or six-month permit 

6.  Expansion of permitting requirements to require vendors to carry liability 
insurance coverage 

 



 7. Elimination of background check requirement 
8. Incorporation of environmental regulations into permitting process to address  

issues of composting, recycling, and use of Styrofoam containers and 
polystyrene utensils 

Policy “To create and maintain a livable community that is vibrant, healthy, and safe for all 
of its residents.” 

City of Takoma Park Strategic Plan (FY2010-FY2015) 
 
Council recognizes the importance of small, local businesses in the Takoma Park 
economy. The City's economic development efforts include nurturing and 
supporting small businesses. Food trucks provide an entry point for entrepreneurs to 
operate in the local market with lower start-up and operating costs and add vibrancy 
to street life.  
 
Council Position  

Fiscal Impact 
 

Potential revenue for City via licensing fees, taxes and increased economic activity 

Attachments  OTBA Food Truck Report, January 11, 2013 (Distributed January 22, 2013) 
 PowerPoint presentation, posted online at: 

http://takomaparkmd.gov/clerk/agenda/index.html  
 Summary of staff recommendations 

Recommendation Hear the presentation and provide comment. 

Special 
Consideration 
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Summary of Staff Recommendations  

 Revisions to Chapter 8.12 

Purpose: To encourage commerce in underserved areas of city and contribute to a vibrant 
streetscape. 

1. Establish four classifications of vendor rules:  
a. City-owned land* 

i. Takoma Junction 
ii. Community Center 

b. Private property* 
i. Private property owners can apply for permit in lieu of vendors; enables 

food trucks in Wards without City-owned land 
c. Roaming 
d. Special events 

 
* Limit the number of trucks in each site based on space allotment for both City-owned 
land and private property.  

 
2. Reduce permit fees. 
3. Require vendors or property owners to carry liability insurance. 
4. Remove criminal background check requirement. 
5. Require vendors and property owners to appropriately dispose of trash. 

‐ Establish a zero-impact policy for packaging. 
6. Establish an online system for reserving space on City owned land. 
7. Establish a sunset clause after 1 year; Council would review and modify Code as needed 

before it expires. 
 

 
 


