
Work Session 

Agenda Item # 2 

Meeting Date January 22, 2013 

Prepared By Jessie Carpenter 
City Clerk 

Approved By Suzanne Ludlow 
Acting City Manager 

Discussion Item Discussion of Councilmembers’ Proposals to Adopt a Right to Vote Resolution 
and Establish Same Day Voter Registration for City Elections 

Background Councilmembers Grimes and Male have prepared proposals for Council 
consideration. 
 
Councilmember Male has drafted a Right to Vote Resolution that endorses a 
number of voting initiatives at the City, State, and Federal level and directs the 
City’s Board of Elections take certain actions. The resolution would also establish 
a Task Force on Voting to research various election law changes and make 
recommendations to the City Council. 
 
Councilmember Grimes has drafted a proposal to initiate a change to the Takoma 
Park Charter to allow for same day voter registration and to set up a process for its 
implementation. 

Policy Takoma Park Code, Chapter 5.04 Elections, General Provisions: The City Council 
provides for the conduct of registration, nominations and voting in City elections 
and for the prevention of fraud in connection with such elections. 

Fiscal Impact N/A 

Attachments  Councilmember Grimes’ Proposal for Same Day Voter Registration 
 League of Women Voters of Maryland, Inc. Testimony to the House Ways 

and Means Committee Supporting HB 732 – Elective Franchise – 
Registration and Voting 

 Pages from the Maryland State Conference of NAACP Branches 
Legislative Priorities 

 Council Male’s Draft Right to Vote Resolution 
 Takoma Park Code, Ch. 5.24 Board of Elections 

Recommendation Discuss the proposals. 

Special Consideration   

 



Proposal: Election Day voter registration for Takoma Park municipal elections 

(revised January 18, 2013) 

Takoma Park municipal elections – for mayor and six councilmembers – take place in 
November every odd numbered year, every two years. Voter turnout is often low, 
especially in uncontested races, with rates under 10%, and in the three more ethnically 
and economically diverse wards, Wards 4, 5, and 6. Even hotly contested races do not 
elicit turnout above 40%. 

Election Day voter registration (EDVR), for Takoma Park municipal elections, is one step 
among many possible that may lead to higher voter participation. Rather than having to 
register a month prior to Election Day – 

Eligible, unregistered Takoma Park residents would simply show up at the voting 
place, ID establishing residency in hand, and would fill out the Maryland state 
registration form and be allowed to vote. 

Takoma Park election staff would provide and accept the Maryland registration form. 
Election staff would verify the person's ID. The city clerk would copy and then transfer 
the original of each form accepted to the Montgomery County Board of Elections so that 
the person would be registered for the next national/state/county election. 

Non-US citizens may register to vote in Takoma Park municipal elections. EDVR for 
non-citizens would be via the city’s form for non-citizen registrations. 

Benefits 

Given that excitement about municipal elections grows only after the nominating caucus 
a month before Election Day, EDVR could well attract new voters who have only 
recently moved to Takoma Park or who have never voted. Given use of the state 
registration form, these new voters would then be able to vote in the following year’s 
county, state, and national elections. 

These new voters could include youth, not yet 18 years of age, who would be eligible, 
via pre-registration, to vote in the following year’s general election, per a pre-
registration provision of Maryland law. Thus Takoma Park EDVR could allow 17-year-
olds to vote in city elections and perhaps, via linkage with the pre-registration 
mechanism, to certain 16-year-olds. 

Candidates could be encouraged to extend their campaigns to encompass a registration 
drive, particularly targeting youth and underrepresented segments of the community, 
thus aiding in inclusion efforts. 

Precedent 

The City of Rockville allows same-day voter registration. See 
http://www.rockvillemd.gov/election11/same-day.html and 8.6 (b) through (e) of 
Rockville code, online at http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=14917, 
which states, “Any person eligible to register to vote in any City election may register 
and vote on the date of the election involved at City Hall..." 

Nine states, including the District of Columbia but not Maryland, have some form of 
EDVR. North Dakota does not require voter registration. 



Endorsements 

Mike Mage, Co-Chair Montgomery County Chapter, ACLU of Maryland consulted with 
Sara Love, the Public Policy Director of the ACLU of Maryland, and reports, “I am 
happy to inform you that the ACLU of Maryland and its Montgomery County Chapter 
support your bill for Election Day Voter Registration in Takoma Park municipal 
elections.“ 

Progressive Maryland Interim Executive Director Kathleen Planco Waybright has 
communicated that the organization’s board “voted on [January 7] to include advocacy 
in support of same day voter registration during early vote and on Election Day as 
priority issues. Count us among those supporting efforts in Takoma Park and please let 
me know how we can be helpful.” 

Rob Richie of FairVote and Senator Jamie Raskin (D20) endorse the Takoma Park 
initiative. 

Further, the Maryland State Conference of NAACP Branches has prioritized EDVR on 
its 2013 state legislative agenda, and further, “The League of Women Voters supports 
the concept of Same Day Registration,” at the state and local level, according to 2011 
Maryland HB 732 testimony supplied by Maryland chapter President Nancy Soreng. 

Relationship to current law 

Takoma Park currently allows provisional voting. Election judges accept and hold 
separately ballots of individuals who claim they are registered but whose names do not 
appear on registration rolls. Voter registration, via the Montgomery County Board of 
Elections (BOE), typically takes several weeks to process. That is, registrants are not 
eligible to vote immediately on submission of a valid registration form to the BOE, much 
less to a body soliciting registrations with the intention of forwarding the forms to the 
BOE for processing. 

EDVR would supplement provisional voting. That is, the city could continue to accept 
provisional ballots from those who believe themselves already registered. As a fail-safe, 
an individual casting a provisional ballot, to ensure that his/her votes count, in case in 
actuality he/she was not properly registered, could submit a Maryland voter-
registration form. [Verify:] The difference is that ID is not required of voters casting 
provisional ballots. EDVR would replace the "written affirmation submitted with the 
provisional ballot that the individual is a qualified voter of the City and is otherwise 
eligible to vote in that election" (city code 5.22.010-A) with a Maryland voter registration 
form submitted with the ballot. The city would take the signed affirmation on the voter-
registration form, coupled with the address provided, verified by ID inspection, as 
sufficient for municipal Election Day registration. 

Authority 

According to Alice Wilkerson, chief of staff to Maryland D-20 Senator Jamie Raskin, 
writing in a September 24, 2012 e-mail message, “According to the [Maryland] Board of 
Elections, the City can have same day registration for municipal elections as long as they 
make it clear to people that they would still need to register with the state in order to 
vote in state and federal elections.” 

Implementation steps 



EDVR implementation would require a change to the city charter. 

Projected time-line 

1. Community and informal council discussion to gauge support: Through January, 
2013. 

2. Council decision to schedule a public hearing: January 22, 2013 council meeting. 

3. Submission of notice of a public hearing for publication in the February 2013 
issue of the city newsletter. 

4. Public hearing, required for a charter change: February or March 2013. 

5. Council worksession for discussion and approval of a draft charter-change 
resolution: March 2013. 

6. First- and second-reading council votes: March or April 2013. 

7. Charter change takes effect: 

8. 2013 nominating caucus: October 1, 2013. 

9. The normal registration deadline, for November 5 voting, would be on/around 
October 8, 2013. The city clerk would accept and record (and then forward to the 
county) registrations from that date through November 4, 2013 and provide 
those records to election personnel on November 5.  

10. 2013 municipal election: November 5, 2013. 

11. (Possibly:) Audit of the EDVR experience including number of new registrations 
and ballots cast, assessment how smoothly the implementation went and how it 
could be improved, and determination whether any registrations were rejected 
by the county. 

Concerns 

Voter fraud: Yes, there's potential for fraud, if someone provides a false address. 
Presumably, such a person, if caught, could be prosecuted. Would we be allowed to 
verify the person's driver's license (if the person gives a number on his/her voter-
registration form) or ask for other proof of city residence? It would be good to do that if 
allowed, or we could simply accept the person's signed affirmation on the form. 

Cost: Implementation costs would be the time cost and staff and city-attorney’s labor 
cost resulting from a charter-change initiative. Implementation cost is additional election 
staffing, perhaps the equivalent of half an election work, for each polling place.  

Effectiveness: Frankly, it is difficult to say how many new voters EDVR would bring to 
municipal elections, but consider that the implementation and operational costs are very 
modest. The potential benefits are sufficient to justify this initiative. There is an added 
benefit: A successful EDVR initiative could inspire other Maryland local governments to 
implement EDVR and would bolster efforts to implement EDVR state-wide. 

Note that EDVR complements other initiatives that would increase voter engagement 
and turn-out. It would not eliminate the need for voting-rights other steps. 

Variations 



1. Takoma Park holds a nominating caucus five weeks before municipal Election 
Day. Individuals who have registered to vote on caucus day, per implemented 
criteria, could be allowed to nominate candidates at the caucus. (Rules on 
eligibility to run for office would not necessarily be changed.) 

2. Takoma Park allows for the initiation of ballot referendums by petition signed by 
registered voters. The petition signatures of signature-day voter registrants could 
count toward the referendum-petition threshold. 

3. Takoma Park allows absentee voting and early voting via absentee ballot. EDVR 
rules and procedures could be extended to same-day eligibility to receive and 
vote via absentee ballot. 

4. Were Takoma Park to establish early voting via a mechanism other than by 
absentee ballot, same-day voting could be extended to that other mechanism. 
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TESTIMONY TO THE HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 
RE: HB 732 – ELECTIVE FRANCHISE – REGISTRATION AND VOTING AT POLLING PLACES 
POSITION: SUPPORT 
BY: NANCY SORENG, PRESIDENT 
DATE: FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 
The League of Women Voters supports the concept of Same Day Registration (previously known as Election 

Day Registration, but the practice of registering and voting at an Early Voting site is included in the term Same 

Day Registration) and supports this legislation to place a Constitutional Amendment relating to Same Day 

Registration on the ballot in 2012.  The League’s history is one of study and advocacy for many types of 

election reform.  We have supported voting rights for women, the National Voting Right Act on the national 

level, and in Maryland we have supported redistricting reform, provisional ballots, early voting, and a uniform 

system of voter registration.  Of all of these reforms, research has shown that Election Day Registration can 

have the most profound positive effect on voter turnout.  We are particularly excited about the potential increase 

in voting by young adults which has been a proven result of the implementation of SDR in other states.    

Having recently witnessed a national election in which the number of young voters dramatically increased, the 

League is supportive of a reform that provides the potential to retain and build on this high level of participation 

of young and first time voters. 

 

We were impressed by Wisconsin election officials who visited Maryland to share that state’s experience with 

Election Day Registration.  We were particularly interested in their conclusions that registering to vote at a 

polling place on Election Day is a more fraud resistant way of registering voters than mail registration and 

registering through a third party, because the registrant must physically appear before an election official and 

provide proof of residence at the time of registering.   

 

In 2000, the League undertook a state study of election processes and developed a position that supports “a 

registration deadline set as close as possible to primary and general elections, consistent with technology that 

provides ballot security and makes the administration of the deadline cost-effective.”   The development of a 

statewide voter registration system and the deployment of electronic poll books make secure Election Day 

Registration technologically feasible.  While we are mindful that there may be initial additional costs involved 

in implementing this voting reform, we proffer that any such additional costs will be offset by cost reductions 

resulting from a decrease in the need for provisional ballots and a decrease in staffing required processing the 
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late surge in voter registration applications under our current deadline system.  States that have recently 

instituted Same Day Registration have noted dramatic decreases in the use of provisional ballots, with 

concurrent decreases in election costs. 

 

We are not naïve – we recognize that there will be administrative challenges with the implementation of this 

electoral reform.  However, the League of Women Voters and other election reform advocates are eager to work 

with state and local election officials to address concerns they may have about Election Day Registration, 

including additional staffing and training issues, voter identification requirements and necessary voter education 

and outreach efforts. We are confident that the experiences of election officials and voters in other states with 

the successful execution of EDR can guide us in developing an efficient and effective realization of this election 

reform in Maryland.  Should this Constitutional Amendment be approved by voters at the General Election in 

2012, there will be ample time for a full discussion of the implementation issues that need to be addressed in the 

enabling legislation in future years.   

 

A recent publication by Demos entitled Voters Win With Same Day Registration shows that in the 2008 

Presidential election, the voter turnout in states with Same Day Registration was 69%, compared with 62% for 

non SDR states, and that over 1 million voters took advantage of this method of voter registration for that 

election. 

 

Secure, transparent and efficient elections WITH high voter turnout should be our goal, and adopting Same Day 

Registration is a proved step towards that goal. 

 

We urge your positive action on HB 732. 
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MARYLAND STATE CONFERENCE 
 OF NAACP BRANCHES 

 
POLITICAL ACTION 

 
 INCREASE REGISTRATION AND VOTING; 

 
 WORK FOR THE ENACTMENT OF MUNICIPAL, STATE AND FEDERAL 

LEGISLATION DESIGNED TO IMPROVE THE EDUCATIONAL, POLITICAL 
AND ECONOMIC STATUS OF MINORITY GROUPS; 

 
 WORK TO REPEAL RACIALLY DISCRIMINATORY LEGISLATION; 

 
 IMPROVE THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE; 

 
 SECURE EQUAL ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW; 

 
 KEEP THE NATIONAL OFFICE AND THE BRANCH INFORMED OF ALL 

PROPOSED LEGISLATION WHICH AFFECTS MINORITY GROUPS. 
 

21st Century Game Changes 
Economic Sustainability 

Education 
Health 

Public Safety & Criminal Justice 
Voting Rights & Political Representation 

 
Dr. Marvin L. ‘Doc’ Cheatham, Sr. 

Political Action Chair – Maryland State Conference of NAACP Branches 
 

The NAACP will continue to work with the ACLU of MD, CASA de Maryland, the Job Opportunities Task Force (JOTF), 
MD CASE, Progressive Maryland, Equality MD, Advocates for Children and Youth, Maryland Health Care for All, and 
other civic advocacy groups to work/support the following legislative priorities: 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=435325239859406&set=a.194750247250241.51711.166312823427317&type=1&relevant_count=1�
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NAACP Strategic Plan: 
Game Changers for the 21st Century 

For more than a century the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People has worked to 
ensure the political, educational, social, and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate race-
based discrimination. Inspired by the force and commitment of The Call of 1909, which denounced the 
growing oppression of people of color and mobilized thousands to work to bring this discrimination to an end, 
the NAACP seeks to establish a strategic direction as it embarks on developing The New Call for the 21st 
Century.  In the fall of 2011, the NAACP launched a process to develop its strategic direction and plan, creating 
a powerful vision for the future, and setting organizational goals that would focus its work for the 21st 
Century.  The five NAACP Game Changers below address the major areas of inequality facing African 
Americans that are the focus of the NAACP’s work. 
 
Economic Sustainability 
A chance to live the American Dream for all 
Every person will have equal opportunity to achieve economic success, sustainability, and financial security. 
Education 
A free, high-quality, public education for all 
Every child will receive a free, high quality, equitably-funded, public pre-K and K-12 education followed by 
diverse opportunities for accessible, affordable vocational or university education. 
Health 
Health equality for all Americans including a healthy life and high-quality health care 
Everyone will have equal access to affordable, high-quality health care, and racially disparate health outcomes 
will end. 
Public Safety and Criminal Justice 
Equitable dispensation of justice for all 
Disproportionate incarceration, racially motivated policing strategies, and racially biased, discriminatory, and 
mandatory minimum sentencing will end. Incarceration will be greatly reduced and communities will be safer. 
The death penalty will be abolished at the state and federal level, as well as in the military. 
Voting Rights and Political Representation 
Protect and enhance voting rights and fair representation 
Every American will have free, open, equal, and protected access to the vote and fair  representation at all 
levels of the political process. By protecting democracy, enhancing equity, and increasing democratic 
participation and civic engagement, African Americans will be proportionally elected to political office Making 
these game changers a reality will require the Board of Directors’ leadership, broad outreach in venues such as 
regional and state conferences, an effective program to educate national, state, and local leaders about the 
plan and participation of the units.  The program for units will contain clear messages regarding strategies and 
plans and will provide training so that members can adapt the aims of the plan to the needs of their 
community and move it to action. Member feedback will be brought into national level discussions in order to 
identify the resources and support needed for members to be successful in their local communities.  NAACP 
Staff will work closely with members, providing training, support, and expertise on the Game Changers and 
will periodically review work plans to ensure alignment with local needs. 
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Recognizing that recidivism declines steadily over time, JOTF and NAACP propose legislation that would 
make nonviolent felony convictions eligible for shielding after a 5-year waiting period, and nonviolent 
misdemeanors after a 3-year period.  Law enforcement will continue to have access to the shielded 
records.  
 

• Encouraging Employment of Ex-Offenders (Ban The Box)** 
The ACLU of MD, JOTF and NAACP encourages the reentry of ex-offenders back into society by supporting 
legislation to ban public employers from asking about criminal background on the initial job application. 
 
 

Voting Rights & Political Representation 
FAIR ELECTIONS 

• Working in tandem with other civic and community organizations to ensure a fair redistricting 
process.  New campaign finance restrictions were enacted during the 2011 session.  We look to build on 
that success by supporting public financing of elections and securing the funds necessary for a voter-
verified paper trail system. 
 
    

IMMIGRANTS’ RIGHTS 
• The MSC will continue to oppose any anti-immigrant bills that are introduced each year.   

 
 
 
GREATER RACIAL, ETHNIC AND GENDER DIVERSITY INCLUDING 
THE OFFICE OF MARYLAND STATE TREASURER  & SENATE AND HOUSE APPOINTMENTS 

• We strongly urge greater racial, ethnic and gender diversity in the selection and appointment of state 
officials at every level, including the Office of Maryland State Treasurer. 

 
ELECTION LAW 

 
NAACP CREATED VOTER EDUCATION DOCUMENT FOR FORMER FELONS 

• Creation of a hand out to educate former felons of their right to register to vote if they have completed 
serving a court-ordered sentence of imprisonment, including any term of parole or probation for the 
conviction.    
 

VOTER REGISTRATION AND ABSENTEE BALLOT 
• Election Day Voter Registration (allowing eligible voter registration up to and including election day. 
• MSC will actively involve itself with increase voter registration and absentee ballot usage of eligible inmates 

and qualifying former felons.  
• Eliminating the practice of disenfranchising those convicted of a felony offense even while serving time (like 

Maine and Vermont). 

 
 

INCREASE EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS,  DAYS  AND VOTING MACHINES FOR PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES 
Speak with Maryland State Election Board regarding counties that have 300,000 or more registered voters 
having 7 early voting locations during Presidential Primary and General Elections increasing over 5 currently.  
Also, work to have a minimum of 7 early voting days for all early voting polling sites. The 2012 Presidential 
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General Election only had six (6) scheduled before the  Hurricane Sandy suspended two (2) days,  one of the 
shortest early windows in the country,  and finally had five (5) after MD Governor O’Malley signed an executive 
order extending early voting by one day.  
 
NAACP REQUEST FOR 2014 MARYLAND VOTING MACHINES TO GIVE VOTER RECEIPT REFLECTING 
ONE’S VOTE. 

Maryland State Conference NAACP request that one of the essential items that should be included in the voting 
machines in 2014 is a printed receipt for the voter reflecting her/his vote.  
 
We support legislation in the 2013 legislative session that achieves the following: The Maryland 
State Conference of NAACP, upon request of the Baltimore Branch, will provide support to the branch in 
the following areas 

• Expanding Baltimore City Public Schools’ bonding authority to help address their capital needs;  
• Advocating for  alternative financing tools through an innovative block grant mechanism to 

leverage both public and private funding streams : 
•  

 
PENDING ISSUES 

• OFF SHORE WIND[Position, if any, pending advice from Health & Labor & Industry] 
• MTA AUDIO RECORDING DEVICES ON VEHICLES USED FOR TRANSIT SERVICE [Position, if any, pending 

advice from Legal Redress] 
• Maryland Means for Achievement MMFA [Position, if any, pending advice from Health- SUPPORT] 
• The Chained CPI (Consumer Price Index): Social Security’s COLA (cost of living adjustments) [Position, if any, 

pending ADVICE NEEDED FROM NAACP – WASHINGTON BUREAU]  
 
 

Approved by President on January 2, 2013. 



Takoma Park 

RIGHT TO VOTE RESOLUTION (draft 1/12/2013) 

 

WHEREAS, in 2012 the Center for the Study of the American Electorate reported that voter turnout was 

58 percent of eligible voters and the Maryland Secretary of State reported turnout of 66 percent in 

Montgomery County; 

WHEREAS, in the 2011 Takoma Park municipal election only approximately 18 percent of registered 

voters voted, a higher percent than the previous two elections; 

WHEREAS, one reason for the country’s low voter turnout is a faulty and outdated voter registration 

system that is inefficient in registering voters; and  

WHEREAS, expanding opportunities at local agencies for voter education and non‐partisan voter 

registration beyond the requirements of the National Voter Registration Act would promote more 

engaged citizens and increase civic participation; and 

WHEREAS, ten states have established Election Day registration so that voters can register at the same 

time they cast their ballot; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Maryland already allows residents 17 years of age to register and vote in primary 

elections if they will be 18 at the time of the general election; and 

WHEREAS, 5.3 million American citizens with felony convictions are denied the right to vote due to state 

laws, including some states permanently barring such citizens from voting even after serving prison and 

probation terms; and 

WHEREAS, local governments like ours have the power to enact laws and procedures for local elections 

that ensure they meet and ideally surpass federal and state election standards, that affect the power of 

voters to elect candidates and hold representatives accountable, that uphold voting rights, that 

encourage increased voter participation through partnerships with private organizations, and that 

promote greater awareness of our political process through civic education; and 

WHEREAS Takoma Park has a long history of innovative voting policies, including the adoption of instant 

runoff voting and provisions for non‐citizen voting in municipal elections; and 

WHEREAS, an individual right to vote is a fundamental American right, fundamental rights should be 

guaranteed to all Americans in the U.S. Constitution; and  

WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court wrote in Bush v. Gore, “the individual citizen has no federal 

constitutional right to vote.” 

 



 

SECTION 1.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAKOMA PARK: 

 

 That the Council does hereby affirm that the right to vote is a fundamental citizenship right to 

be cherished, protected and exercised. 

 

 That the over‐arching intent of this Right to Vote resolution is to strengthen the ties that 

connect residents, elected officials and city government.  

 

 We actively encourage and facilitate voter education and voter registration by the City and 

residents of our community, and commit to initiating voter registration drives (for citizens and 

non‐citizens) focused on areas of the city with the lowest levels of registration. 

 

 In order to correct misinformation and encourage voter turnout on Election Day, we will 

communicate to all voters through means of mail, posters for apartment buildings, city 

television and social media the following information: general information about voting on 

Election Day, information on early voting for municipal elections, the format of the ballot, and 

any new state and federal laws involving voting. 

 

 We encourage the recruitment of poll workers and effective training of election officials and poll 

workers to uphold the individual right to vote. 

 

 Through this resolution we create a temporary Task Force on Voting composed of 15 residents 

from the community to: 

o Make recommendations to the City Council on any policies or actions needed to 

strengthen existing early voting efforts and extend early voting up to 10 days before 

elections. 

o Review all local laws and practices that may affect the right to vote and that may affect 

the power of voters to elect candidates and hold representatives accountable, and 

recommends changes to our policies that would better uphold voting rights, that 

encourage increased voter participation, that promote greater awareness of our 

political process through civic education and high school programs on voter registration.  

o Review state laws and recommend to Council state legislation we could encourage our 

House of Delegate and State Senate members to introduce that would strengthen the 

right to vote in Maryland. 

o Develop plans for a voter registration program designed to register eligible high school 

students who are at least 16 years old and will be eligible to vote by the next general 

election 

o Recommend languages appropriate to Takoma Park into which all written and recorded 

voter resources including ballots should be translated. 



 

 We charge the Board of Elections to: 

o Develop a plan for instituting Election Day voter registration for Municipal Elections. 

o Support voter education programs to increase the citizenship knowledge and 

participation in the democratic process. 

 

 We call on our Members of Congress to support an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that 

would grant an individual right to vote to every American citizen of voting age. 

 

 We call on our delegation to the Maryland Senate and General Assembly to support legislation 

that would establish instant runoff voting in state elections, similar to the instant runoff 

elections used in municipal elections in Takoma Park. 

 

 We call on Congress and our state government to take action to uphold voting rights, including 

ensuring that our nation has a modern voter registration system that meets the basic goal of 

complete and accurate voting rights, that citizens of the District of Columbia have congressional 

voting rights, that all jurisdictions have an option to purchase publicly owned or non‐profit 

managed voting equipment and that all voters can be confident that their local jurisdiction 

meets certain minimum performance standards involving election administration. 
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Chapter 5.24 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

Sections: 
5.24.010    Establishment of Board of Elections. 
5.24.020    Membership and term of office. 
5.24.030    Administration. 
5.24.040    Duties of the Board of Elections. 

5.24.010 Establishment of Board of Elections. 
The City of Takoma Park Board of Elections is established. The Board of Elections 

shall be composed of up to 7 members who shall be appointed by the Council. The 
Council shall make every effort to ensure that the Board of Elections includes 
representatives from each Council ward. (Ord. 2007-36 § 1, 2007: Ord. 2006-36 (part), 
2006) 

5.24.020 Membership and term of office. 
A.    Qualifications. Members of the Board of Elections shall be qualified voters of 

the City and shall not hold or be a candidate for any elective office in government 
(Federal, State, County, or local) during their term on the Board. Members of the Board 
of Elections also shall not serve as the treasurer or campaign manager for any 
candidate for City elective office or be an advocate for or against any campaign or ballot 
referendum question in a regular or special City election. Any member who ceases to 
meet the qualifications for membership on the Board of Elections shall automatically 
forfeit his or her membership on the Board and the Council may act to fill the vacancy. 

B.    Term. Members of the Board of Elections shall serve staggered 3-year terms. 
Initial appointments to the Board shall be for one, 2 or 3 years. All terms shall begin on 
July 1st and end on June 30th. Midterm vacancies on the Board of Elections shall be 
filled by the Council for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

C.    Removal. Any member of the Board of Elections may be removed by the 
Council before the member’s term has expired if the Council determines that the 
member has become incapacitated, has failed to reasonably perform his or her duties 
as a member of the Board of Elections, or for other good cause. Before removal, the 
member of the Board of Elections who is proposed to be removed shall be given written 
notice of the proposed removal and the reasons for such action. If the Board member 
requests a public hearing on the proposed removal within 10 days after receipt of the 
written notice, then the Council shall conduct a hearing before acting on the proposed 
removal. Any member who fails to attend, without being properly excused by the 
Chairperson, 3 or more consecutive meetings of the Board, or a majority of 5 
consecutive meetings, shall be deemed to have provided good cause for removal by the 
Council. (Ord. 2006-36 (part), 2006) 

5.24.030 Administration. 
A.    Officers. The Board of Elections shall elect a Chairperson and Vice 

Chairperson for a one-year term or until a successor is elected. 
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B.    Quorum. A majority of the members of the Board of Elections shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

C.    Meetings. The Board of Elections shall meet as required to perform its duties, 
but at least once a year. Regular or special meetings shall be convened by the 
Chairperson or by a majority of the members of the Board of Elections. 

D.    Adoption of Bylaws and Rules of Procedure. The Board of Elections may 
adopt bylaws and rules of procedure to further regulate the activities of the Board. (Ord. 
2006-36 (part), 2006) 

5.24.040 Duties of the Board of Elections. 
The Board of Elections shall: 
A.    Plan and conduct regular and special City elections in coordination with the 

City Clerk; 
B.    Encourage voter registration in the City; 
C.    Conduct voter education programs and prepare and distribute voter outreach 

materials; 
D.    Recommend to the Council amendments to the City’s elections law and 

regulations when it deems such amendments are necessary and will provide for the 
improved conduct of elections; 

E.    Periodically review City elections procedures; 
F.    Serve as election judges in City elections; 
G.    Recommend additional qualified individuals to the Council for appointment as 

election judges during a regular or special City election; 
H.    Perform such other duties as may be assigned to the Board of Elections by 

Charter, ordinances and resolutions, and by the direction of the Council. (Ord. 2006-36 
(part), 2006) 




