
Work Session 
Agenda Item # 5 

Meeting Date January 7, 2013 

Prepared By Suzanne Ludlow 
Acting City Manager 

Discussion Item Discussion of Legislative Priorities with the City’s Legislative Advocate 

Background Michele Douglas of Public Policy Partners, the City’s lobbyist, will present an 
overview of the coming Maryland General Assembly Legislative Session that begins 
on Wednesday, January 9. Councilmembers will discuss issues of interest and 
identify those issues of the highest priority to the City of Takoma Park. 
 
Items that were recommended to the Maryland Municipal League as legislative 
priorities were:  
 

- Firm up State transportation funding to ensure that funds are available for 
Highway User Revenue for municipalities, maintenance of State 
transportation infrastructure, and planning and construction of transit 
facilities such as the Purple Line 

- Work with county and state officials to support passage of legislation to 
remove the exemption from personal property taxes for financial institutions 

- Continue to work on increasing other revenue options for municipalities, 
including focusing on municipal tax duplication payments, increasing the 
share of State income taxes received by municipalities, working to have 
municipalities receive a share of real property transfer and recordation taxes, 
and extending the share of the hotel/motel tax to bed and breakfast 
establishments. 
 

In early December, Councilmember Male testified on behalf of the Council, 
supporting testimony proposed by Delegate Hucker to require WSSC to notify the 
public, the county and any municipality about a sewage leak affecting them. 
 
A resident of Takoma Park has written a letter to the Council (attached) urging the 
Council to pursue legislation against retaliatory evictions. The City has pursued such 
legislation in a number of years since at least 2000. 
 
Staff will provide the Council with a list of other issues that the Council may wish to 
address during the Session. In addition, Council will be provided information on 
proposed bills during the course of the Session on which the Council may wish to 
take a position. 
 

Policy The City Council pursues legislation in the interest of the City and community of 
Takoma Park. 

Fiscal Impact n/a 

Attachments Letter regarding retaliatory eviction legislation 



Recommendation Hear presentation of legislative advocate and provide direction on legislative 
priorities. 

Special 
Consideration 

 

 






