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REVIEW the year that was…take an intentional look back at 2016 and recount all that 
God has done, both individually and collectively. We are a people that easily forget so 
share the answered prayers and even the challenges from last year that aren’t quite 
over yet. If you keep a journal or have chronicled group prayer requests, it’s powerful to 
go back and see all that God has answered in response to your requests. (If you don’t 
chronicle, 2017 is a good place to start) Again, think individually (or with a spouse and 
family) but also as a group of believers in the city. The best monuments to God’s 
faithfulness are erected by a collective group filled with awe and wonder.


RECOGNIZE where you (and others) are…truth hurts sometimes but truth in love is 
also very liberating. God IS love and His word, while often neglected, reveals the 
character of a loving Father who is FOR you. He speaks TRUTH in LOVE. Here’s God’s 
desire and purpose for your life, here’s you: What kind of gap are we looking at? Why? 
Are you inconsistent? And in what areas? Sometimes this is just immaturity as we are 
growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. Let’s say for instance you’ve spent 
the last 20 years spending all your resources protecting yourself and your future. 
Overflowing generosity isn’t going to just come over night but it is a mark of Christian 
maturity. Don’t beat yourself up because you’re not there yet. None of us have 
achieved perfection but we all should press on toward the upward call. Simply thank 
God for the work He is beginning in you, be honest with where you are AND take time 
to recognize that honest work in the lives of others. Sometimes a genuine “we can 
really see God at work in this particular area of your life” comment, is a timely and 
powerful word. Ask God to show you where you are but also humble yourself to allow 
spiritually maturing friends to speak into your life. They may recognize what you can’t 
see. 




Listen.Lean.Live.
re:2017

�
REPENT to God and to others…we all fall short of God’s standard. It’s called SIN and 
yes that word is still around! Believing that God created us to live in relational harmony 
with Him and others and that through willful disobedience or sin, we, as represented by 
Adam and Eve, disrupted that harmony in the Garden of Eden, means that relationship 
between God and man and man and man has been severed by sin. While our current 
culture and mainstream media might not make a big deal out of sin or offending God, 
GOD DOES so it might behove us all to know what HE considers offensive. He takes 
sin and it’s harmful effects so seriously, that He stepped into human flesh as Jesus 
Christ to atone for (to make amends for) the offense of the world.  Believing that God 
sent Himself to make amends for our mistakes and that harmony with God is now 
possible through faith in Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, we can once 
again live in HARMONY WITH GOD. As Spirit-filled and love-fueled believers, we now 
know what harmony with God sounds like and feels like as we grow in intimacy with 
God for ourselves through prayer, bible study and fellowship with others. SIN is any 
disruption of that harmony or intimacy and comes when we willfully move away from 
God’s desires to pursue our own EVEN IF THE WHOLE WORLD SAYS THOSE 
DESIRES ARE OK. When we recognize our sinful ways in light of God’s loving desire 
for our lives, a genuine sorrow should fill our hearts. His overwhelming kindness calls 
us to repentance! And when we specifically repent, both to God in private and if 
necessary others that we have hurt by our selfishness, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us of all unrighteousness. And that forgiveness, when received with thanksgiving and 
humility, moves us into a renewed life of possibility with God and others.


RENEW your commitment to Christ…now that you’ve reviewed God’s goodness over 
last year, recognized your own shortcomings in light of His holiness and repented of 
the gaps through faith in Jesus Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit, it’s time to 
make a BIG decision: do you wanna renew this commitment to Christ or what? 
Seriously, its a good question to ask! The best relationships in the world take 
intentional renewal and constant attention. Is this relationship with Christ one you are 
ready to renew? Slipping a ring on someones finger in marriage isn’t the end of the 
relationship…it’s the beginning! God is ALWAYS IN PURSUIT OF YOU! Too many 
people allow their relational passions to cool because they simply stop investing in the 
relationship. God is calling out for your heart with each and every breath you take. Are 
you desperate for Him? You may have said “yes” to Jesus Christ last year but what 
about today? You may have been passionate about the Kingdom of God last June but 
what about this January? There are a bajillion ways to renew your commitment but 
here are just 3 small suggestions of things I do at different intervals during the year:
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-Day(s) Away…nothing renews my commitment like a day spent with God and away 
from distractions. Periodic moments to reflect and renew HAVE to be a part of my life 
or everything else will suck me under. If a day is too much for you, start with a half a 
day. If that is too short, give yourself a few days of isolated time to renew your 
commitment through prayer, study, mediation and silence. Our lives revolve around far 
too many distractions. A day away renews your commitment to place Christ as Lord 
over all. (In fact Tricia and I believe in this so much that we’re continuing to pray about 
investing in a place a few hours from the city that will give followers of Christ an 
amazing opportunity to refresh and renew.)


-Facing Scripture…I love listening to and reading the Bible. And this from a guy who 
did’t crack one until he was in his mid 20’s! I try to make that part of the very first hours 
of every day. However, I often ask God to show me a passage or passages that He 
wants me to slowly chew on for a season. (those passages usually come from a day 
away:) I then try and put those passages in plain view, like right in front of my face. I 
may print it out and tape it to a mirror, write it down somewhere i normally look like a 
journal, put it as a repeating event in my calendar or even use it as a background on 
my phone. That way wherever I look, I’m facing His truth and renewing my commitment 
to walk in it daily. The added bonus is that others in my life know what passages are 
renewing my heart and they can participate as well.


-Get Inspired…There is no shortage of AMAZING stories (outside of Scripture) 
captured in print or film that can be used to inspire your way to a new found 
commitment in Christ. I’m an avid reader and listener of books on a wide range of 
topics but nothing renews my commitment like reading about those who have lived 
passionate lives of faith. People like George Mueller, Mother Theresa, Judson Taylor, 
Corrie Ten Boom, Rees Howells and many others inspire my faith, renew my hope in 
the God of the possible and challenge me to live DEAD TO SIN BUT ALIVE IN CHRIST. 
I use our downtown Central library, my Overdrive app that hooks me into the audio side 
of the public library and I also budget a small chunk of personal change purchasing 
books through Amazon, Alibris etc. My hope is that these books will continue to inspire 
me, my family and anyone else who wants to read them.


2017 is upon us! 

REVIEW, RECOGNIZE, REPENT and RENEW.

May this be our best year yet….
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