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16 “For God so [greatly] loved and dearly prized the world, that He [even] gave 
His [One and] only begotten Son, so that whoever believes and trusts in Him [as 
Savior] shall not perish, but have eternal life.17 For God did not send the Son 
into the world to judge and condemn the world [that is, to initiate the final 
judgment of the world], but that the world might be saved through Him.18 
Whoever believes and has decided to trust in Him [as personal Savior and Lord] 
is not judged [for this one, there is no judgment, no rejection, no condemnation]; 
but the one who does not believe [and has decided to reject Him as personal 
Savior and Lord] is judged already [that one has been convicted and sentenced], 
because he has not believed and trusted in the name of the [One and] only 
begotten Son of God [the One who is truly unique, the only One of His kind, the 
One who alone can save him].19 This is the judgment [that is, the cause for 
indictment, the test by which people are judged, the basis for the sentence]: the 
Light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the 
Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 For every wrongdoer hates the Light, and 
does not come to the Light [but shrinks from it] for fear that his [sinful, worthless] 
activities will be exposed and condemned.21 But whoever practices truth [and 
does what is right--morally, ethically, spiritually] comes to the Light, so that his 
works may be plainly shown to be what they are--accomplished in God [divinely 
prompted, done with God’s help, in dependence on Him].”
John 3:16-21 AMP

1 Therefore, since we have been justified [that is, acquitted of sin, declared 
blameless before God] by faith, [let us grasp the fact that] we have peace with 
God [and the joy of reconciliation with Him] through our Lord Jesus Christ (the 
Messiah, the Anointed).2 Through Him we also have access by faith into this 
[remarkable state of] grace in which we [firmly and safely and securely] stand. 
Let us rejoice in our hope and the confident assurance of [experiencing and 
enjoying] the glory of [our great] God [the manifestation of His excellence and 
power].3 And not only this, but [with joy] let us exult in our sufferings and rejoice 
in our hardships, knowing that hardship (distress, pressure, trouble) produces 
patient endurance;4 and endurance, proven character (spiritual maturity); and 
proven character, hope and confident assurance [of eternal salvation].5 Such 
hope [in God’s promises] never disappoints us, because God’s love has been 
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abundantly poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to 
us.
6 While we were still helpless [powerless to provide for our salvation], at the right 
time Christ died [as a substitute] for the ungodly.7 Now it is an extraordinary thing 
for one to willingly give his life even for an upright man, though perhaps for a 
good man [one who is noble and selfless and worthy] someone might even dare 
to die.8 But God clearly shows and proves His own love for us, by the fact that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.9 Therefore, since we have now 
been justified [declared free of the guilt of sin] by His blood, [how much more 
certain is it that] we will be saved from the wrath of God through Him.
Romans 5:1-9

31 What then shall we say to all these things? If God is for us, who can be 
[successful] against us? 32 He who did not spare [even] His own Son, but gave 
Him up for us all, how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all 
things?33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect (His chosen ones)? It is 
God who justifies us [declaring us blameless and putting us in a right relationship 
with Himself].34 Who is the one who condemns us? Christ Jesus is the One who 
died [to pay our penalty], and more than that, who was raised [from the dead], 
and who is at the right hand of God interceding [with the Father] for us.35 Who 
shall ever separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?36 Just as it is written 
and forever remains written,
“For Your sake we are put to death all day long;
We are regarded as sheep for the slaughter.”
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors and gain an 
overwhelming victory through Him who loved us [so much that He died for us].38 
For I am convinced [and continue to be convinced--beyond any doubt] that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present and 
threatening, nor things to come, nor powers,39 nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other created thing, will be able to separate us from the [unlimited] love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:31-39 AMP
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1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love [for others 
growing out of God’s love for me], then I have become only a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal [just an annoying distraction].2 And if I have the gift of prophecy 
[and speak a new message from God to the people], and understand all 
mysteries, and [possess] all knowledge; and if I have all [sufficient] faith so that I 
can remove mountains, but do not have love [reaching out to others], I am 
nothing.3 If I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body 
to be burned, but do not have love, it does me no good at all.
4 Love endures with patience and serenity, love is kind and thoughtful, and is not 
jealous or envious; love does not brag and is not proud or arrogant.5 It is not 
rude; it is not self-seeking, it is not provoked [nor overly sensitive and easily 
angered]; it does not take into account a wrong endured.6 It does not rejoice at 
injustice, but rejoices with the truth [when right and truth prevail].7 Love bears all 
things [regardless of what comes], believes all things [looking for the best in each 
one], hopes all things [remaining steadfast during difficult times], endures all 
things [without weakening].
8 Love never fails [it never fades nor ends]. But as for prophecies, they will pass 
away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for the gift of special knowledge, it will 
pass away.9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part [for our knowledge is 
fragmentary and incomplete].10 But when that which is complete and perfect 
comes, that which is incomplete and partial will pass away.11 When I was a child, 
I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became a 
man, I did away with childish things.12 For now [in this time of imperfection] we 
see in a mirror dimly [a blurred reflection, a riddle, an enigma], but then [when the 
time of perfection comes we will see reality] face to face. Now I know in part [just 
in fragments], but then I will know fully, just as I have been fully known [by God].
13 And now there remain: faith [abiding trust in God and His promises], hope 
[confident expectation of eternal salvation], love [unselfish love for others growing 
out of God’s love for me], these three [the choicest graces]; but the greatest of 
these is love.
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
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4 Remain in Me, and I [will remain] in you. Just as no branch can bear fruit by 
itself without remaining in the vine, neither can you [bear fruit, producing 
evidence of your faith] unless you remain in Me.5  I am the Vine; you are the 
branches. The one who remains in Me and I in him bears much fruit, for 
[otherwise] apart from Me [that is, cut off from vital union with Me] you can do 
nothing.6 If anyone does not remain in Me, he is thrown out like a [broken off] 
branch, and withers and dies; and they gather such branches and throw them 
into the fire, and they are burned.7 If you remain in Me and My words remain in 
you [that is, if we are vitally united and My message lives in your heart], ask 
whatever you wish and it will be done for you.8 My Father is glorified and 
honored by this, when you bear much fruit, and prove yourselves to be My [true] 
disciples.9 I have loved you just as the Father has loved Me; remain in My love 
[and do not doubt My love for you].10 If you keep My commandments and obey 
My teaching, you will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and remain in His love.11 I have told you these things so that My 
joy and delight may be in you, and that your joy may be made full and complete 
and overflowing.
12 “This is My commandment, that you love and unselfishly seek the best for one 
another, just as I have loved you.13 No one has greater love [nor stronger 
commitment] than to lay down his own life for his friends.14 You are my friends if 
you keep on doing what I command you.
John 15:4-14 AMP
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Questions for Meditation--Answer for yourself and others! 
• Question – What does intentional space for listening to God look like? 
• Question - How do you best receive love? 
• Question - How has God demonstrated His love for the world? 
• Question - How has God personally demonstrated love to you? 
• Question – Think of a time when you felt separated from the love of 

God? Is that possible? 
• Question - What are some of the characteristics of love? Which one of 

those characteristics would others say YOU embody well? 
• Question - What can be the relationship between Gods love for you and 

your love for others? 
• Question -  How can we abide vitally united? 
• Question - What is a tangible demonstration of love that you can extend 

to someone this Christmas season? 


