ORDINANCE NOQ. 03-79 AC CMS

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1501.06 OF THE CODIFIED
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF OBERLIN, OHIO, IN ORDER TO SPECIFY
DUTIES AND POWERS RELATIVE TO FIRE INVESTIGATIONS AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 737.27 states in part that the
legislative authority of a municipal corporafion may invest any officer of
the Fire or Police Depariment with the power, and impose upon him/her
the duty, o be present at ail fires, investigote the cause thereof, and

perform all other acts necessary for the effective and complete discharge
of such duties; and

WHEREAS, the establishment and appointment of Fire Investigators
within the City of Obetlin would enhance the provision of public sofety.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of
Obetlin, County of Lorain, State of Chio, five-sevenths {5/7ths) of all
members elected thereto concuning:

"RECTION 1 That Section 1567706 of the Codified Ordinances 6f the
City of Oberlin, Ohio, is hereby amended {o read and provide as attached
hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference.

SECTION 2. It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions
of this Council concerning or relating to the adoption of this ordinance
were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all
deliberations of this Council and of any of ifs committees that resulted in
such formal action, were in meetings open fo the public in compliance

with all legal requirements, inciuding $ection 121,22 of the_Ohio Revised
Cade.

SECTION 3. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an
emergency measure necessary for the preservation of public peace,
heglth, ond safety of the citizens of the City of Oberlin, Chio, or to provide
for the vsual daily operation of a municipal depariment, to wit:

“to establish and appoint the duties of Fire Investigation within the
City of Oberlin a5 soon as possible in order fo ensure the public
safety of Oberlin residenis”, and shall take effect immediafely upon
passage.
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Oberlin Fire Department
434 South Main Street, Oberlin Oltip 44074
(44&) 7743211 Faox (44!'{] F74-8501

Memorandum
To: Robert DiSpiriio, City Manager
Yrom: Dennis Kirin, Fire Chief % e
Fy
Date: October 23, 2003 .
Subject: Codified Ordinance Amendment

During the course of the Fire Department’s work involving the South Park Strect fire, it was
brought & my attention that we do not have any direct assignment of fire mvestigation
Tresponsibilitics within the City’s Codified Ordinances. Specilically, secton 737.27 of the Chio
Revised Code permits the Cily Council (0 wssign this responsibility to any fire and/or police
officer. Presently, we have no assignmenrs.

Further. the State Fire Marshal’s office, through the Ohio Fire Academy, provides
recommendations on the areas of training necessary for individuals who are wvolved in fre
investigation. This trainmg includes:

State of Ohto Firefighter certification

OF A Fire Investigation - Basic

OF A Fire Investigation - Advanced

OF A Fire Investipadon - Law Enforcement

Registration of firc personnel for some of these courses is predicated on the assignment of
responsibility under ORC 737.27 (see atiached). To facilitate future firc operanons and
assure the availabulity of effective fire investigation, T would request that you review the
following changes (o amend the Oberlin Codified Ordinances, Fire Prevention Code, Section
1301.06.

Please contact me if vou have any questions or concerns.



ORDINANCENG. 03-_ ACCMS

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 1301.06 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY GF OBERLIN, OHIO, [N ORDER TO INCORPORATE THE DUTIES AND
POWERS PU R‘:UAN I TO FIRE INVESTIGATIONS AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY

WIIEREAS. Ohio Revised Code Section 737.27 staies in part that the legislanve
authority of a municipal corpuration may invest any officer of e of the Fire or Police
Department with the power, and impose upon him/her the duty. 1o be present at all fires,
mvestigate the cause thereof, and perform all other acts necessary for the effecrive and
vomplete discharge of such dutics; and

WHEREAS, the establishment and appoiniment of Fire lnvestigators within the City of
Obcerlin would enhance the provision of public safety; vow therefore,

BEIT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Oberdin, County of L,omm Sldte of
Oho, a majority of all members elected therete concurring:

SECTION 1. That Sections 1301.06 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of
Oberlin, Ghio, is hereby amended. said Chapter 10 read and provide as alached hersto,

SECTION 2. It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Councl
concerning or relating o the adeption of this ordinance were adopted 1 an open meeting of
this Council, and that all deliberstions of this Council and of any of 1ts commitiees that
resulted in such format aclion, were in meetings open to the public m compliance with all legal
requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 3. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an CMergency measure

necessary for the preservation of public peace, health, and safety of the citizens of the City of
Oberlin, Ohio, w© wit:

"10 establish and appoint the durties of Fire Investigation within the City of Oberin as
s00n as possible in order to ensure the pubic safery of Oberlin residents”,

and shall wke effect immediately upon passage.

PASSED: 15t Reading -
20d Reading-
3rd Reading-



ATTACHMENT A
1501.06 DUTIES.

(#) It is the duty of the Bureau of Fire Prevention to enforce the Fire Prevention Code
adopted in Section 1501.01 of this Chapter and alt laws and ordinances of the State of Ohio
and the City of Oberlin telating to fire hazards, fire prevention. {ire protection. and fire
investigation. .

(b) Individuals holding the title of Fire Investigator shall complete any and all rainiag
required by law pursuant io Ohio Revised Code Section 737.27, as may be amended. The
indwiduals assigned the duties of Fire Investgator shall be chosen by the Fure Chief according
10 critens tecommended by the Staie of Ohio.

(c} Fure Invesiigators shall perform all of the duties and requirements as established by
Ghio Revised Code Section 737.27, o wit; 10 be present at a}l fircs; inveslizate the cause of
all fires: examine wimesses or suspects; administer oaths: compel the presence of witnesses,
books, papers, or other documents of relevant importance; and, to do and perform all other
acly necessary to carry oul the elfective discharge of the Fire Investigator’s dutics.

(d) Fire [nvestigators shall have the power to make arrests as is relevant to any fire or
explosion being investigated by the Fire Investigator; shall have the right w bear a firearm for
the limited and sole purpose of the fire invesiganon: and enter any butlding, residencs,
dwelling or structure which. ia the Fire Investigators’ opinion. 1w danger from firc or
explosion. Fire Invesngators shail notify all other authorties designated by law 10 pursue
investiganons into such matters and cooperate n the collection of evidence and the prosccution
of any resulting criminal charges.

{e) The Burcau shall perform such other duiies as are herein required, and as may
assighed by the Fire Chief,
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737,21 Depuriment, comnany and Tescne unils; municipal
fira regulations
._ The legistative authonly of a municipal carporation
siay eatablish 21l n2eessary regulations 1o guard against the
grcwmence of [ires, prolsct the prozeety and fives olits citizens
against damage and accidents resulting therefrom, and for such
purpose may eseablish and mamiain 2 fice department. proyyic
far the eslablishment and organization of fire engine and hose
companies and rescuc units, extablish the howrs of {abor of the
members of s fire degartment who shall not be required to be
i duly continuonsiy more than 5Ix days in every seven, und
pravide such bylaws and regulations for the govémment of such
companies aned thew members a5 15 NoCESS2TY and proper.
Effective: Qctobz 25, 1961

737.27 Fire wnvestigations

The legislative authosity of a mumicipal corporation
may mvest any officer of he fire or police departmeit s ;ilic the
power, and imposs on hum the durty, o be preseat af sll fues,
investigase the cause thersaf, examine witnesses, compel the
attendance of wimcsses and ihe produchion of bouks and papers,
and 10 do znd parform all other acts necessary (@ the eifzctive
discharge of such dutics

Such §fficer may admimster vazhs, make amresis, and
enter, Tor the purpose of examinrtion, any huilding which, in his
omnicn, is 1 danger from fure. The afficer snall 1epert his
proceedings to the legislative authority 2t such bimes as are
Effective: Oclober 1, 1933

737.28 Removal or erection of structures
Fhe tegislative zuthoiiny of a munwcipal cormparation
may regulate the cretion of houses and business SELCIUTES aNd
prohibil the ersction of buildings w ithin such limils a5 it deems
prODEr, unless the outer walls arz constructed of noncombusiible
material, and, on the petiten of thz ewaers of nol less inea two
thirds of the ground incluaed i any sqHere of hal[-sauare, may
prohibil the ercction tivereon of any bunslding. ar adgition fo gay
puilding more than ten feel lugh, unless ths outer walls are mads
of irgn, stons, brick and mernzr or of same of them, and may
provide for the removal of auy tuildng or additions erected in
viplalion of such prohibilson Effzctive; OQciober 1. 1933
737.34 Fire safety inspeclion. spreial
On application of the owner or person having egntrel
of an opera house, hall, theater, churen, schoolhouse, college,
academy, seminary, infimmary, sanitarium, children's home,
hospital, mediczl imstitule, asylum, or other bwildings used for
the assemplages or betterment of people in a muiticipal
corpocation the chicf of e division of workshops and factories
shzll calefully examine such butldings to ascerizin fie 1means
provided for the speedy and safe egress of persons at any ume
there assemblsd, and for extinguishing fires at or in such place
Eifective: October 1, 1953

QRC Chapter 737,

737.35 Notice of vusafe conditions required
if the chief of the division of workshops and factoriss
finds that & simichure mentioned m scction 737 34 af the Revised
Code is not properly amranged for the safe and speedy egress of
persons tierewn assembled, or not praperly provided with means
for the extingmshment of fire at ar io such stuciures, as required
by law, or that it is such as to endanger ths lives of the persons
there assembled, from dire or other cause, he shail, in W,
notafy the owner, officer, or agent o charge thereof, and the
mayor of the municinal corporation if such structure 15 located
in & municipal corparasion. if not, the prosecliting aitomey of the
county wherein 1t 15 located, speaitying the alerations, additions,
and appliances necessary to be made 2nd furnished.
Fllectiver Octeber 1, 1953

737.36 Inspection frequency
The chief of the divisici of workshops and factories
snall make inspections nf buildings named in ssction 73724 of
the Revised Code, as often as such chief dezims necassary, or
upon the written demand of the aganl o1 awnal ol such
stTucrures, or upon the wrillen 1equest of five or mors cutizens of
the municipal corporation, cowniy, o townshup in which such
structuie is locaied The inspectors shall hiave aocess 1o such
huildings at any time it 15 deemed nscesaary inspedt them
Effeerive Ostober 1, 1953

737 37 Rules for publu safety, municipal cot poratien
The legislative authoiity of 2 Municipdd forporation
eray make stch regulalions periaming to public buildings &5 i
considers neceesary Tor @e public safety.
Eifective, Qctoher 1, 1933
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OFA

Fire Investigation - Advanced

RCFA
ELIGIBLE

Fire Investigation - Basic

This 36-hour course. developed by the Olio Fire Acudemy and the State Fire
warshal’s Investigation’s Bireau, 15 the second course in the smvon investigation
senes. It conforms to NFL'A 1033 and 15 designed to provide the addingaal wivestga-
tive techniques tequired after the fire cause determyimation, Tis chug debres mto
background investigations. interviewine pluns, motive wodfor opporLINy, COUIT foom
testimony and public infonnation presentations.

Course Content: Interviews; mferrogation; postincident investgations; and presyvn-
tations.

Prerequigile: Ohio Fire Acaderny’s Busse Fige Invegnganon Course Esuollmeat
Innmed w personne]l apponied as low enforcemeny or fire depactment investigators.
For acceptance into this class, a letier affinming your siatus as an investigutor

is required from vour deparanent chief or supervisor oo department or
company letterhead.

Enrvliment Fee: $105 Class Size: 12-74

Course Number: 5054

This entry-level 36-hour couse was developed by the Ohio Fire Academy and the State
Fire Marshal's Investigations Bursae, The ¢luss conforms wo NFPA 1033 aod is designed
10 teach basic ongin-and-cause investigation skill.. Both aceadenial smd amson fires ae
coverad, along with motivations of the fre setier and basic legad considerations.

Course Content: Scens exarninaion; svidence coflection and pressmeation, and report
preparation.,

Special Note' Ennollment limaited to perscunel appointed as taw entorseinsnt or fine

-departmant investigutors. For acceptaoce into this class, a letter affirming your

status a3 an jnpvestigator is required fram your department chief or supervisor on
departmeni ar company letterhead.

Earollment Fee: $105 Class Size: 12-24

Course Number: 5049
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Requiremeut’s for Admission
to the
2004
* State Fire Marshals
Fire Investigative Law Enforcement Course

A full-time municipal [irefighter who has fire investigative responsibilitics that are
empowered by the mumeipai corporeiion as cudined in ORC 737,27,

Applicants Fire Chief must submit 2 copy of the imunicipal corporations locel Ord:mance
showing empowerment as required in ruunber 1, and a letter stating {hat the applicant is
assigned those dutes

Minimum of five (5} years of tull-time experience. Applicant must submit a copy of their
Ohio Department of Public Safety Firelighter Cenmification card 2t fime of application.

Applicant must hay ¢ compleled a Basic and Advanced Fire Investigalion course or
equivalent. Copies of Cerlificates must accompany application.

Applicant must complete the Otna Fire Academy Stodent Course Registiation, and
Application to State Fire Mershals Fice lnvestigative Law Enforcement Course,
application must be potanzed.



Ohio Department of Commerce Bob Tatt

Division of Statc Fire hurshal Govemaor

Uhio Fire Academy

£R95 East Mamn Soeet Gary €. Suhadelnik
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State Fire Marshals
Fire Investigative Law Enforcement Course

The State Fire Marshals Investigations Buieau and the Ohio Fire Academy in conjunclion with
the Ohio Peace OHYicer Training Commission (OPOTC) developed this 160-hour course using
the OPOTC Basic Peace Officer Traming Cimiculum. This course was designed for those
municipal firefighters assigned to fire investigatiy ¢ duties as outlined in ORC 737.27. All comse
instructors arc Ohio Feace Officer Training Commssion certificd.

Course curriculum wiil consist of:

Introducton to Basic Traning

‘Ihe Criminal Justice & Structure of the American Courts
Introduction to Report Writing
Communications Radio Procedures & LEADS
Laws of Arrest

Search & Seizme

Civit Liabilny & Use of Force

Deafensive Tachics and Cuffing Techniques
Legal Aspects of Inlerview & Interropation
Teshilying in Court & Rules of Evidence
Evidence Collzction Technigues

Crime Scene Scarch

Cnme Scene Sketching & Detailed Drawings
Police Pholography

Tracing Stolen Property

Confidentia] informants

Observation, Perception, & Descnphion
Lane-ups

Surveillance

Search Warrants

Interview & Interrogation Techniques
Investigative Report Writing

Firearms Safety Procedures

Handgun & related Equipment

Basic Fundamentals of Pistof Craft

Range
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