RESOLUTION NO. R0O1-08 CMS

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A SUSTAINABILITY POLICY
FOR THE CITY OF OBERLIN, OHIO

WHEREAS, In April 1997 the City of Oberlin and the Environmental Studies Program
of Oberlin College with the generous support of the Nord Family Foundafion co-sponsored
a Symposium on Sustainable Development: and

WHEREAS, a recommendation emerged that the City of Oberlin adopt a policy of
sustainability; and

WHEREAS, on January 8, 2000, at a Council retreat, vision statements for the City
were agreed upon; and

WHEREAS, these included that the city strive “lo be vnsurpassed in its
environmental/sustainable viability” and to encourage o “sustainable economic and
physical environment™ and

WHEREAS, issues related to community sustainabllity cut across jurisdictional borders
and political boundaries; and

WHEREAS, sustainable development accounts for the needs of present and future
generations, encourages energy conservation, local economic develepment, and works
towards a greater quality of life for the community: and

WHEREAS, sustainable development pelicy will enable Oberlin to build on and
protect its unique historical character, quality of life, and vital downtown economy through
promating, local economic development, environmental quallly and communliy
parficipation; and

WHEREAS, sustainable development practices can provide positive alternatives to
many issues that threaten the economic stability, environmental quality and community
vitality of Oberlin and Lorain Couniy.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OBERLIN, County
of Lorain, State of Ohio, a majority of all members elected thereto concurring:

SECTION 1. Sustainability as defined by the United Nations Commission of
Environment and Development “meels current needs without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their needs™. The City of Oberlin is committed to promoting a
sustainable future by accepting the responsibilify fo:

* . Support astable, diverse and equitable economy:

. Protect the quality of the air, water, lkand and other natural resources:
. Conserve, where possible, and enhance ecosystems; and

. Minimize adverse human impacts on local, regional and warldwide

ecosysiems.
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SECTION 2. Sustainability Principles: City elected officials and City staff will, to the
best of their ability, uphold the fallowing principles in carrying out their duties:

2.1

2.2

2.3

The concept of sustainabiiity will guide City policy and acfions. The City of

Cberlin is committed to meeting its current needs without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The Clity will endeavor
to ensure that each of its policy decisions and programs are interconnected
through the commeon bond of sustainability as expressed in these principles.
The long term impact of policy cheices will be considered as we work to
promote ¢ sustainable legacy.

The City will lead by example. The City of Oberlin has an opporiunlty and
responsibliity fo set an example for others by operating its facilities and

services in a sustainable manner. The City is commitied to evdluating its
current practices and programs wiih respect to sustainabilify. The City is
committed to developing strategies and seeking community parinerships for
implementing sustainable practices.

Ihe quality of the environment and the heaith of the economy are
interdependent. A healthy environment is integral to the long-term
economic interest of the City. The City will encourage individuals,
businesses, government, and community-based groups to consider the
pofential impacts of their activities within the context of this policy on
sustainability,

a) The City will be responsive o the maintenance and pretection of the
visually appealing historic character of Qberlin while supporting
public spaces that protect the natural environment.

b} The City will encourage the local production and use of goods and
services,

c} The Clty will suppert minimizing the production and disposal of
materials which degrade the quality of the atmosphere, the soil and
water.

d) The Cily will promote and continue to maintain quality housing for all
citizens {that is compatible with its infrastiucture) and is sensitive to
resource and energy efficiency. '

e) The City will support lund-use and transpertation designs that support
pedestian or non-motorized modes of fravel.

f] The City will promote energy efficiency and resource conservation.

a) As we protect the health of the environment and provide for the
expansion of the local economy, we will ensure that inequitable
burdens are not placed on any one geographic area or socio-
economic sector of our community.

2.4 Co unity porticipotion is fundamental o successful implemenfation
of susialnability policies and program.
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a) Citizen interaction Is critical to community and to a sense of
belonging.

k) The Cily will continue to facilifale citizen participation in the
development of solutions fo problems and to develop land use
patterns that support the relatlonship among residentiai, agricultural,
institutional, commercial, industrial and Open space,

2.5 Local acfions have regionay, national and global implicafions. Oberlin does

not exisf in isclation; it is part of ¢ larger community of interests. The City will
support model environmental programs and innovative approaches to
econemic development that demonstrate our linkages fo the regiondal,
national and global communities and ecosystems.

SECTION 3. Itis hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Caouncil
concerming or relating to the adoption of thls Resclution were adopted In an open meeting
of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Councll and of any of its commiitees that
resuvlfed in such formal aclion, were in meetings open to the publlc in compliance with all
legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 4. That this Resolution shall take effect ot the earliest date cllowed by law.
PASSED: 1¥ Reading - April 2, 2001

2*¢ Reading - Apil 16, 2001 (Amended)
3" Reading - May 7, 2001 (Effective in 30 days)
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CLERK OF COUNCIL 7 CHAIR OF COUNCIL

FOSTED: Mavy 8, 2001

EFFECTIVE DATE: June 30, 20101
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