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Introduction 

We are delighted that you have requested a copy of this profile. 
We hope this will give you an insight into life within the parish of Gwastedyn and answer any 
questions you may have. 

The aim of all our churches is to serve God, the people of God and all who live and work in 
this beautiful part of Wales. We aim to bring God and His Son Jesus Christ closer into the 
everyday lives of people throughout our community, young and old alike through our regular 
worship, and community events. 

The Area 

Gwastedyn is a large rural Parish comprising 7 churches and a church site, centered around 
the Market Town of Rhayader in Powys, Mid-Wales. Rhayader, meaning “waterfall on the 
Wye” is a small market town situated in beautiful mid Wales, and is a perfect base for 
exploring the surrounding countryside. The Parish vicarage is located in the Town. 

Rhayader is a bustling historic market town. The first town on the river Wye, with an attractive 
stone bridge and impressive clock tower in the centre. It is a vital centre for the local farming 
community, and thriving tourism industry. The town lies in the heart of Wales, intersected by 
important routes to England to the East, and to North and South Wales. It has 2 car parks, 
and is within 12 miles of the railway station at Llandrindod Wells, with a regular bus service to 
the surrounding area, and farther afield. Internet access is constantly improving, and high 
speed broadband is available. Rhayader and the adjoining village of Cwmdauddwr have 2 
playparks, “The Groe” and “Waun Capel Park”, and the last vicar was the chair of the 
charitable trust for the latter. 

The surrounding spectacular countryside which comprises the Gwastedyn parish is a major 
attraction for exploring by car, bicycle, or on foot. The area is a centre for active outdoor 
pursuits, such as walking, horse-riding and fishing, and is noteworthy for the spectacular Elan 
Valley reservoir complex, attracting many thousands of visitors each year. It is quoted in the 
Guardian Newspaper as “Spectacularly beautiful and incredibly overlooked, the valley is an 
oasis.” 

Notwithstanding its draw for more active pursuits, it also offers peace, tranquillity, and 
relaxation to those in need of a more reflective lifestyle. It is indeed an area with a deep 
spiritual past, being on the primary route between the ancient abbeys of Strata Florida and 
nearby Abbey-cwm-hir, both now in ruins. 

Church Attendance 

Employment in the area is predominantly in the agricultural or tourism industries, with some 
light industrial units, and the local authority county council offices in nearby Llandrindod 
wells. Church attendees are often drawn from these backgrounds, and many are retired; but 
significant numbers have moved into the area from other parts of the country, giving the 
community a vibrant, cosmopolitan air (for a small market town!) For example, there is a very 
active arts and music community in the town, centred at Carad, our local arts organisation. 
The area has a tangible sense of close community, but this is most evident in the welcome 
and support that is afforded to those who visit or come to live in the area, (perhaps why so 
many never leave!) 



Schools  

There is a Church in Wales Primary School in Rhayader, with which the Church works very 
closely, offering the mediums of Welsh and English; and several High Schools within short 
travelling distances. The Vicar was the chair of the School Governors. There are sixth form 
colleges in Brecon, Hereford and Newtown. English is the predominant language in the 
area, although use of the Welsh language is increasing.  

The Parish 
  
Gwastedyn is a Parish with a large geographical area, encompassing some of most 
beautiful countryside in Wales. Our individual Churches offer a huge variety in both form and 
membership, although we are proud of the way we all combine and work together in Parish 
Events, and joint services. Each year we have a number of joint events:  

• A service to celebrate Ascension Day at the top of the local hill “Gwastedyn” from 
which we obtained our name; (no mean feat given its height and position);  

• A service at the Elan Valley Visitor Centre during the summer;  
• A service when we all come together, whenever there is a fifth Sunday in the Month,  

taken in rotation around the Parish Churches;  
 
The Benefice uses both traditional and modern forms of worship, and both older and modern 
hymns. Our worship style is very much “middle of the road” but we are quite open to new 
ideas for worship to try to draw upon our community more.  
 
Parish Activities  
 
We have very active and enthusiastic “Messy Church” days regularly during the year, at 
various locations in the Parish. These have become increasingly popular and now form an 
important part of our Benefice activities.  

 
We also have a “Pram Pushers” group for parent/carers to be able to participate in the 
Church. There is also an active Mothers Union in the Benefice.  
 
Church Buildings  
 
In general, our Churches are maintained in very good order, and have active groups of 
parishioners in each Church to help to maintain them and their Churchyards. The Parish is 
well organised, and has efficient financial and other systems for the running of each Church, 
both individually and as part of the Benefice. 



Each Church has its own Church Council group that manages the day to day matters of the 
running of each Church, and organises fund raising activities. There are regular fund raisers 
each year for each Church and, in the Summer months in particular, the weekends are filled 
with community activities of one sort or another.  

Parish Magazine  

We have a widely read Parish Magazine, that is edited and put together by Church members 
each month. This covers many matters from Church news to Primary School news, to a 
cookery page, and a Jokes page!  

Our vision for the future  

To summarise what we offer:  

• Our buildings are firm, as are our finances  
• We are welcoming and inclusive  
• We have a firmly established and very organised Worship team  
• To be a part of the newly formed Ministry area  
• Spectacular countryside in which to worship, live and work  
 
This means that our new vicar can focus on the really interesting bits: our hopes for the 
future and where we think we as a Parish could go:  

• We have great ideas for developing St Clements into a multi purpose building that puts 
the church into the heart of the community  

• We’ve had a Messy church for a few years and want that to continue and grow bigger 
and better  

• We want to do more in Rhayader town, particularly the poorer areas  
• We want to make the church more relevant to the farming community - more than  

just weddings and baptisms  
• We want to bring the youth and younger members of the community into the  

Church, maybe by means of the occasional service of contemporary worship  

 
Skills 
 
Who we think could help us:  

• Someone who is sociable and outgoing and appreciates rural life and the rural way of 
living  

• Someone who is not afraid of leading and driving change  
• Some who can harness the great initiatives we have and make them better  
• Someone with energy, vision and creativity to really help us create new things  
• Someone who can encompass an ageing community where pastoral care is  

important  
• Someone who can continue and advance the work with younger members of the  

community  
• Someone with good communication skills 



Our Churches 

St Clement’s Church, Rhayader  

Situation  

St Clement’s Church stands in an elevated position on the north side of Rhayader 
overlooking the river Wye and Waen Capel Park. The Church sits in a conservation area and 
its surrounding churchyard is now full. Within the churchyard lie the remains of the Rhayader 
giant, purported to be the captain of the guard at Rhayader castle c1400 together with 6 
other skeletons encircled in a wrought iron grave.  

Building  

The Church itself dates from 1735 and is built of local stone and is on the site of a former 
Medieval Church. The Church was enlarged in 1867 when the north aisle was added. The 
tower has a potted history, first added in 1783, rebuilt in 1829 and again in 1887. The Church 
is not listed, but is a very good example of a fine Victorian Church. At the turn of the 1900’s 
the Sanctuary was added. In 2009, the Church underwent a series of upgrades, including the 
introduction of a water supply and accessible W.C.  

The Church will be undergoing a series of building works in the near future to stop water 
ingress into the tower and to conform to the recent Quinquennial Report. At the same time it 
is hoped to alter the North Aisle to separate it with doors from the Knave so that it can 
become a community Church. This is to overcome the difficulties we have getting provision at 
the Leisure Centre for our meetings due to a change of management from Powys County 
Council to Freedom Leisure. The Leisure Centre is partly built on Church land for which a 
ground rent is paid and free use of the centre for St.Clement’s Church meetings.  
Services  
       



Services

1st Sunday 11.00 Eucharist 
2nd Sunday 11.00 Sung Morning Prayer 
3rd Sunday 11.00 Joint Eucharist with St Brides (alternate Churches) 
4th Sunday 11,00 Family Eucharist 
5th Sunday Joint Benefice Eucharist on a rota system at 6 Churches

We have an extremely talented Organist who aids the Worship 

Wednesday morning 10.00 Eucharist with St Brides (alternate Churches) 

Attendance 

Average Sunday attendance is 23 with 5 at the midweek Eucharist.
 
The congregation is an ageing one, and most communicants are retired. It is a very friendly 
and welcoming congregation. Being a tourist area and in the centre of town, we do get a lot 
of visitors that attend services. The Church family are very supportive and although they do 
not frequently attend services they turn out to help and aid with fund raising events. 

The Church hosts the following: 

• Civic Service 
• Rhayader Primary School occasional services 
• Remembrance Day service 
• Exhibition during Carnival Week (fund raiser) 
• Teddy Bears’ parachute jump from Church tower (charity fund raiser) 
• Occasional concerts 
• St David’s Day event at the Leisure Centre (fund raiser) 
• Winter Fair (fund raiser) 
 
General 
 
St Clement’s has an active Mothers’ Union which meets monthly from September to June. 
Following the closure of St. Brides Church MU some of their members have now joined the 
St Clement’s Mothers Union.
 
The Church is open daily during the summer months. There is a rota for sidespersons and 
flowers. A cleaner/caretaker is employed and the Churchyard is maintained by a contractor 
with a yearly work party organised by members of the Church.
  
Total assets for 2016 stood at £64,000. St Clement’s has several Trust Funds administered 
by the Representative Body of the Church in Wales. 



St Brides, Cwmdauddwr 

Situation 

St Brides Church is located in the village of Cwmdauddwr, which is contiguous with Rhayader 
Town, and separated only by the bridge over the river Wye. The two communities are very 
much intertwined, but still retain some unique features and local characteristics. 

Cwmdauddwr is a village very much at the heart of a traditional farming community, and the 
area of the old Cwmdauddwr parish is very extensive, encompassing all the Elan Valley 
Reservoir complex and surrounding water catchments areas. The area is dotted with farms, 
and it is from these that our Church attendees have traditionally come in the past. Today 
however we also welcome members of our community from other backgrounds, and those 
that have moved into the area, in addition to our traditional congregation. 

We pride ourselves, along with our fellow Churches in the Benefice, in our welcome to any 
visitors or new-comers to the area. When the dams were constructed, some in the Victorian 
era, one more recently in the 1950’s, the traditional farming community had no option but to 
integrate with and welcome the thousands of workers who descended on the local area to 
undertake one of the most impressive construction projects of that time. Many of those who 
worked on the dams stayed and have made the area their homes; it is perhaps this spirit of 
welcome that exemplifies the local population, due in part to its unique history. 

Buildings
 
St Brides is a large Victorian Church set in an extensive graveyard. This church in its early 
Celtic monastic foundation was part of a number of ‘clas’ throughout the Elan Valley. Today it 
serves the village of Cwmdauddwr and the Elan valley beyond. The Church was built in 
1865, and is an archetypal Victorian Church with spire, dedicated to St Bride. The church is 
closed for most of the year, apart from Sundays of course, but opened during the summer 
months during daylight hours. 
The Church Building is well maintained, and proposals are in hand to resurface the Church 
footpath later this year. 

Issues  

Church attendance varies, but averages 12 to 15 each Sunday, our congregation being 
largely adults. We join each Month with our fellow worshippers from St Clements in 
Rhayader, for a joint service, held alternately in each Church. Our finances are relatively 
healthy with assets in 2016 of just over £100,000. 



St Garmon’s Church, St Harmon 

St Garmon’s Church lies approximately 3 
miles from Rhayader in the heart of the 
small village of St Harmon. It is loved by its 
Parishoners and village folk alike which has 
a population of about 300. It has a 
connection to Kilvert. 

The Church is open every day from March 
to October and tea is on hand every 
Tuesday afternoon 1 – 4 p.m. in June, July 
and August. 

There is a rota for flowers, readers, 
sidespersons and a small but friendly busy 
Church Council who organise fund raising 
events e.g. bingo, craft fayre, concerts as 
well as the popular spring supper which 
brings the community together. The Church 
also organises the Gwastedyn Parish outing 
in September. 

Our services could be larger and we would 
love to encourage the youth back to 
Church; there are many young ones in the 
village. The services on alternate Sundays 
are: 9.30 am, 11.00 am, 6.00 pm. A 
Eucharist is held at 11.00 am on the second 
and third Sunday in each month. 

The Church is well maintained and 
financially stable. We have a groundsman 
who cuts the grass when required and two 
members clean the Church. 

All we need now is a loving, caring Vicar 
who understands country folk and the long 
distances between Churches in this very 
large Parish. We can assure you a BIG 
welcome awaits. 

St Cynllo’s Church, Nantmel 

The elevated situation of the church and the 
large yew trees in the churchyard indicate 
that the site is an ancient one – the lower 
part of the tower may have originated in the 
13th century and the list of the vicars of 
Nantmel goes back to 1349. The church 
was rebuilt in 1792 and was again restored 
in 1881. Notable features include the six 
operational bells, the magnificent stained 
glass windows, the lych-gate and the 
notably well-kept churchyard, all in a 
stunning peaceful, hillside setting. 

The loyal members of the congregation, 
typically 12-15 in number, attend the regular 
Morning Prayer and Eucharist services. 
This number is enhanced dramatically for 
special occasions such as Harvest Festival, 
Carol services and Remembrance Day. 
Funerals, weddings and christenings 
continue to be as well attended as ever, 
wi th the church somet imes fu l l to 
overflowing. 

T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n a l t e a m s h a r e 
responsibility, by rotation, for opening the 
church, c lean ing and t idy ing, and 
maintaining attractive floral displays. Fund-
raising events, essential for the well-being 
of the church community and the fabric of 
the building, are well co-ordinated, well-
supported and have the aims of being 
enjoyable local occasions as well as being 
financially successful. 

There is a strong link with the former church 
of St David in the village of Gaufron, where 
the site is well-maintained and where there 
is an annual Carol service. 



St Gwrthwls Church, Llanwrthwl 

St Gwrthwl’s Church is on a pre Christian 
site, the building being between a large 
central Bronze Age standing stone and burial 
mounds. It has a small faithful congregation 
who have maintained and improved the 
building which remains in good condition. It 
features a 12th century carved font and 
stoup. Its position in a major Bronze age 
landscape and the possibilities of the 
founding church having been Romano British 
have led it to be a focus for study of early 
Celtic Christianity. A Celtic Morning Prayer 
service is held once a month. There are two 
Eucharistic services a month, the first of 
which is attended by members of Penuel 
URC Chapel, and the congregation attends 
Penuel Chapel on the fourth Sunday. As the 
Church is on the Wye Valley Walk and 
Gwastedyn Trail it attracts “pilgrims” and 
offers simple refreshment facilities. There is 
scope to improve facilities for walkers and 
other visitors.  

Nantgwyllt Church  

The present church was built to replace the 
old church when the reservoirs were built to 
provide water for Birmingham.  

An interesting feature of the church are that 
four of the eight corbels supporting the roof 
arches portray the heads of four of the chief 
officials responsible for the creation of the 
waterworks.  

Nantgwyllt Church was licensed and 
consecrated by the Lord Bishop of 
St.David,s on the 25th April 1900 and 
celebrated its centenary on Sunday 6th 
August 2000.  

Services are held on the first Sunday of the 
month form Easter to Harvest at 2.30 pm. 
The Rhayader and District Young Farmers 
hold their annual carol service on Christmas 
Eve with all the proceeds going to charities 
of their choice.  

Our church is frequently used for baptisms 
and weddings. We are a rural community. 

The church is always open and is visited by 
numerous people from all over the world. 
Their appreciation is shown by their 
comments in the visitors book which is 
situated on a table at the rear of our church. 
  

St Marks Church, The Ysfa  

Saint Marks lies on the fringes of the 
Gwastedyn Group of churches, deep in the 
countryside in a very quiet and peaceful 
hamlet. 

The church was opened in 1871, Reverend 
Francis Kilvert the famous diarist was part of 
the celebrations, and the Kilvert society have 
visited the church as Kilvert makes reference 
to it. Over the years the church has mainly 
stayed in its original form, rush chairs have 
been replaced with pews. Electricity was 
installed in 1962 when the oil lamps were 
converted to electricity. 

The church was reroofed in 2010, a new 
aisle carpet laid and church wardens wands 
added. Financially the church is moderately 
well off, the money added to by dedicated 
fund raisers each year. These include the 
strawberry tea in July, Apple Day in 
September and concerts. For nearly eight 
years there was a monthly film night. This 
use of the church as a community resource 
helped in our successful applications for 
funds for the roof restoration. 

Two services a month are held, Morning 
Prayer is the most popular, held at 9.30 am 
on the second Sunday of the month, with an 
average of twelve in the congregation. On 
the fourth Sunday , Eucharist is held at 3.00 
pm., which is not so well attended. People of 
all denominations come to the Christmas 
service, it is very well attended as is the 
Carol service, held the Sunday after 
Christmas. At this service hand bells are 
rung and quartets are sung and sometimes 
fancy dress is worn! 

The church is much more visible from the 
road as trees have recently been felled for 
safety. The graveyard is well maintained and 
paths and notice board are in keeping with a 
country church.



In addition … 

Gwastedyn Trail 

The Gwastedyn Trail was established in 2010 to celebrate the joining of the Rhayader and 
Cwmdauddwr groups of parishes. The circular trail is 36 miles long and links the seven 
churches of the Gwastedyn Group. It provides a wonderful mixture of hill and valley walking, 
much of the latter being accessible for young families and people with disabilities. The Trail 
features on the Rhayader website www.rhayader.co.uk in the “Things to do” walking and 
cycling section. There are information boards at each of the churches which give details of their 
history.  

Gwastedyn Benefice - Worship Leaders  

For the past ten years, a well-established team of six Lay Worship Leaders has shared with the 
Priest in Charge by helping to conduct services throughout the year at the seven churches and 
one church site in the Gwastedyn Benefice. Members of the team, with their varied experience 
and background, enjoy the privilege of preparing for and leading services in the different 
churches and communities. This has ensured that each church has a Sunday service at least 
twice a month. In addition, special occasions such as Harvest Festivals, Remembrance 
services and Carol services are celebrated throughout the Benefice. The Lay Worship Leaders 
appreciate greatly the warm welcome that they receive at each church. They all look forward to 
welcoming the new Priest in Charge and to giving all the support that is asked for.  

in addition to the Lay Worship Leaders there are a Lay Reader and a Retired Priest who has 
permission to officiate.

http://www.rhayader.co.uk
http://www.rhayader.co.uk


THE DIOCESE OF SWANSEA AND BRECON 

Rhayader



Geography

The geographical extent of the Diocese, about 130 miles from end to end, can be seen on 
the attached map of the Province of Wales. 

The Diocese borders all the other 5 Welsh Dioceses, as well as the English Diocese of 
Hereford. It covers much of the old counties of Brecon and Radnor, the Swansea Valley, the 
City and County of Swansea and Gower, together with small areas along the Heads of the 
Valleys. Swansea, the second city of Wales, accounts for the bulk of the civil population of 
the Diocese and is the business, social, cultural, economic and commercial centre of the 
West Wales region. Brecon, in contrast, is an historic market and garrison town at the heart 
of Powys, and has a significantly different pace of life. Apart from our own Diocesan 
structures, tourism and outdoor pursuit activities, there are few natural links between 
Swansea and Brecon, and great efforts have therefore been made over the years to ensure 
that the Diocese continues to work as a single unit. 

There are 2 Archdeaconries: Brecon and Gower 
with, at present, 2 Area Deaneries in Gower, and 2 
in Brecon. There are currently 185 churches. 
There are 75 stipendiary clerics and a growing 
number of non-stipendiaries. There is a wide 
range of lay ministries, the steady rise in which 
has allowed the Diocese to make better use of a 
wide range of strengths, skills and talents. The 
geographically larger Archdeaconry of Brecon is 
totally rural, with a few small towns - Knighton, 
Llandrindod Wells, Builth Wells, Hay on Wye and 
Crickhowell, as well as Brecon. These towns act 
as centres for the widely scattered villages and 
isolated farms.

The Diocesan Vision
At the Diocesan Conference in 2012, a new vision 

i n i t i a t i v e 
was formally adopted as the basis for the next five 
years of Diocesan life. Along with the recent Harries 
Review of the Province, this envisages a new style of 
ministry being developed which will require significant 
changes of practice and emphasis, in particular the 
development of mission areas and ministry teams. 
This means that at the moment we are living in an 
interim period in terms of structures.The new priest in 
charge of Gwastedyn will also exercise a role as an 
associate priest within the West Radnor Ministry Area 
which is also served by teams of lay and ordained. 
Other stipendiary colleagues live at Llandrindod Wells 
and Crossgates.



The Vicarage 

The Vicarage is a 4 bedroom house situated in Rhayader within easy access to the town and 
amenities. It was built in the 1960s and is at the moment undergoing an extensive 
refurbishment. 

Language 

The Church in Wales pursues a bilingual language policy. Welsh is still commonly spoken in a 
number of communities in the Diocese but the ability to speak Welsh is not a requirement for 
this post. 



Further information may be obtained from: 

The Archdeacon of Brecon,  
The Ven Alan Jevons,  
The Vicarage,  
Llangors,  
Brecon.  
LD3 7UG 
  
Tel: 01874 658298, Email: archdeacon.brecon@churchinwales.org.uk 

The Area Dean,  
The Revd. Mark Beaton, 
The Rectory 
School Lane 
New Radnor  
PRESTEIGNE  
LD8 2SS 
  
Tel: 01544 350342, Email: mark.beaton@tesco.net 

Informal visits to the parish are welcomed. 
Please contact the Archdeacon for an informal discussion. 

*** 

Application forms to be returned by (date to be announced) by post to:  

The Archdeacon of Brecon, 
The Diocesan Centre, 
Cathedral Close, 
Brecon, 
Powys 
LD3 9DP. 

Or by email to archdeacon.brecon@churchinwales.org.uk 

Interviews will likely be held on (date to be announced)
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