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Section 1: Introduction 

Welcome to Cyncoed Ministry Area, a family of five 
churches in North-East Cardiff, and part of the Cardiff East 

Ecumenical Mission Partnership. 

Following a period of transition, we’ve spent the last year 
developing our shared vision: Growing God’s Kingdom 
for the good of our neighbours. Together with our three 
priorities — Nurturing faith, Growing together and 

Strengthening communities — this puts into words the 

kind of Christian community we feel God is calling us to 
be in our local community. 

Now, we’re looking for a Team Vicar who will work as part of our Ministry Team to enable us 
to embed this vision and begin to make it a reality. 

Our new Team Vicar will have particular responsibility for St Edeyrn’s Church, an ancient 

church on one of the oldest sites of Christian worship in Wales. 

St Edeyrn’s has an engaged congregation, keen to enable the Church to connect with our 

neighbours in the fairly new community of Pontprennau, and who are moving into brand 
new housing nearby. 

We’re looking for someone who is passionate about serving the local community, 

pioneering new initiatives and engaging in mission. Someone who appreciates our 
liturgical worship in an ancient setting, and has the creativity to bring the liturgy to life for 

people of different ages and backgrounds. And who has good experience working with 
children and young people, who will help us continue to develop our relationships with 

local schools and local families. 

We pray that as you consider prayerfully whether this role might be for you,  
you will be inspired by God’s call to join us in our journey of mission and ministry.  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Section 2: Who we’re looking for 

The Role 
We’re looking for a new Team Vicar, who will be part of our Ministry Team led by our 
Ministry Area Leader, with pastoral responsibility for St Edeyrn’s Church. 

You will: 

- Develop our Christian presence and engage in mission in a large area of new housing. 

- Provide pastoral care and support for members of the St Edeyrn’s congregation. 

- Shape the direction and style of worship at St Edeyrn’s in partnership with others, leading 

services there most Sundays, as well as leading Sunday services in our other churches when 

required. 

- Help to maintain our strong links with our two church primary schools and church high school. 

- Take responsibility for the day-to-day running of St Edeyrn’s Church, including chairing church 

committee meetings and overseeing the congregation’s groups and activities. 

- Be an active member of our Anglican ministry team and the Cardiff East ecumenical partnership, 

utilising your individual gifts and experience to help us develop our vision. 

The Person 
To fulfil this role, we believe we’re looking for someone who: 

- Has a desire to serve the local community, pioneering new initiatives and engaging in mission in 

an area of new housing. 

- Is passionate about people, and able to set the right culture for our church family to flourish. 

- Can appreciate liturgical worship in an ancient setting, with the imagination to bring the liturgy 

to life for people of different ages and backgrounds. 

- Has good experience working with children and young people, and with local schools. 

- Can manage the day-to-day running of a growing local church. 

- Is willing to contribute to a dynamic and collaborative team along with other clergy and lay 

people, both within the Ministry Area and our ecumenical partnership. 

- Is able to drive, and has access to a car, in order to work across our Ministry Area. 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Section 3: About our community 

Our Ministry Area is diverse and vibrant, covering 
several quite distinct neighbourhoods in North-

East Cardiff: 

Cyncoed itself is one of the most affluent parts of 

Cardiff, with large numbers of professionals and 

businesspeople. It also has a large number of 
people who are now retired. In terms of faith, the 

area is fairly diverse, home to Anglican and 

Methodist Churches, a Jewish Synagogue and a 

good number of Muslim families. 

Llanedeyrn and Pentwyn are two large areas of 
social housing built in the second half of the 20th 

century. They are tight-knit communities with 

traditional working class values, where family is 

important and people are well-known to one 

another around the neighbourhood. In recent 
years, there have also been some small areas of 

new housing where parts of the old estates have 

been re-developed. 

At the heart of Llanedeyrn is the Maelfa Shopping 

Centre, which has recently completed a re-
development programme and houses shops of 

various kinds, a small express supermarket, our 

Churches Together Community Shop, a heath centre 

and a local pub. Also situated here is Cardiff 

Council’s Powerhouse Hyb (Hub) which contains a 
cafe, community hall, local library and other 

support services including policing. 

Pontprennau is a large new private housing 

development, built in the last twenty years. This is 

a community which is finding its feet, made up 

mainly of professionals and young families. On the 
edge of Pontprennau is the Cardiff Gate Retail Park. Additionally, new housing is currently being built 

nearby in the new St Edeyrn’s Village development (surrounding St Edeyrn’s Church), which will, when 

completed total 1,200 new houses with its own new primary school. 

There are 11 primary schools across the Ministry Area, including our two Church in Wales Primary 

Schools — All Saints’ and St David’s. There will also be at least two new primary schools built in the 
Ministry Area as part of the areas of new housing being developed. Also within the Ministry Area is St 

Teilo’s Church in Wales High School. 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Section 4: About our family of churches 

Cyncoed Ministry Area is in North East Cardiff, South Wales. We are part of the Church in Wales, in the 
Diocese of Monmouth. Legally the Ministry Area is constituted as a Rectorial Benefice, with a single 

Parochial Church Council (referred to as the ‘Ministry Area Council’). 

Our Vision 
During 2018, in our united Ministry Area services we worked together to produce a new ambitious and 

outward-focused vision statement: Growing God’s Kingdom for the good of our neighbours. 

Over the coming years, we’ve agreed three priorities to enable us to grow in this vision: 

1. Nurturing Faith - Nurturing an active, living faith in Jesus Christ, enabling spiritual growth and making 

new disciples. 

2. Growing together - Growing into a loving church community, where everyone is able to belong. 

3. Strengthening communities - Strengthening our local communities,  making a positive impact in 

partnership with others. 

We’re now in the process of embedding this vision, encouraging our congregations to use these priorities 

as a tool to evaluate their common life, and develop ideas for how to grow in mission and ministry. 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Our Churches 
The Ministry Area is made up of four Anglican churches, with a fifth ecumenical church: 

All Saints’ Cyncoed is our Benefice Church, and is the largest of our congregations. 
Sunday Services: 8am Said Eucharist in traditional language (Attendance: 5-10 people) 
   10.30am Choral Eucharist in contemporary language (50-60 people) 
   6pm Evensong (5-10 people). 
Midweek Services:  10am Wednesday midweek Eucharist (15-20 people). 

All Saints’ Llanedeyrn is a small, but family-focused congregation which meets in the hall of our Church 

in Wales Primary School in Llanedeyrn. 
Sunday Service:  9.30am, alternates between Morning Worship and Holy Eucharist (20-30 people). 

St David’s Pentwyn also meets in the hall of one of our Church in Wales Primary Schools in Pentwyn, and 

has historically also had good ecumenical links. 
Sunday Service: 11am Morning Worship; monthly All-Age Eucharist (20-30 people). 

St Edeyrn’s — see detailed profile below. 

Pontprennau Community Church is an ecumenical congregation sponsored in partnership by the five 

covenanted churches in Wales, with a fairly recent multi-purpose building which also serves as a 

community centre for Pontprennau, and contains a church-run cafe. 
Sunday Service:  10.30am (15-20 people). 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Our Schools Ministry 
Members of our ministry team visit the two church primary schools on a rota each week to lead worship, 
as well as being involved in other one-off projects and events. We would love to develop links with other 

local primary schools, although this is a significant task which would probably require building a new 

team of lay people together with our ecumenical partners. 

Also within the Ministry Area is St Teilo’s Church in Wales High School. Although the new school building is 

now situated within our Ministry Area boundaries, it is still supported by our neighbouring diocese, the 
Diocese of Llandaff. We do, however, have close links with the school, with our Ministry Team visiting 

regularly to lead class worship and provide one-to-one support to pupils. 

Our Community Links 
As a Ministry Area, and within our Ecumenical Partnership, we have have developed good links with our 

local communities over many years. 

These are particularly focused on the Llanedeyrn estate, where the Churches Together Community Shop 
which provides second-hand items at affordable prices for the local community and provides a drop-in 

space for residents. We also support the local Foodbank which is based in the local Roman Catholic Parish 

Hall. 
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Many community activities also take place at All Saints’ Cyncoed, where we have a hall which is regularly 
used by the community, including Scouts and Guiding groups for different ages. We have also recently 

launched our own Toddler Group called Little Adventurers, which is already well attended with around 20 

children and carers. 

Our Finances 
As a Ministry Area, while individual churches have some autonomy and discretion over their own 

accounts, they also pay into a central pot to cover shared costs, including our central Ministry Area Office 
in Cyncoed and our Ministry Share to the Diocese. We have a finance team, which includes our Ministry 

Area treasurer, individual church treasurers and our gift aid secretary. 

In recent years, the Ministry Area has struggled financially and built up some Ministry Share arrears owed 

to the Diocese. However, plans are now in place to develop our culture of stewardship and strengthen our 

regular giving, and our congregations are responding well to this. In addition, the Ministry Area has 
significant historic investments and has also received a recent legacy of £25,000 designated to be used, at 

the Ministry Area Leader’s discretion, to fund new missional initiatives. 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Section 5: Introducing St Edeyrn’s 

Our People 
St Edeyrn’s is an ancient church and has a traditional feel about it. You might assume that things move at a 
slower pace at this lovely little church, but scratch the surface and you will see a dedicated group of people 

keen to enable the Church to connect with our new neighbours who are now moving into the new ‘St 

Edeyrn’s Village’ housing development nearby. 

Our main Sunday service is a Holy Eucharist at 9.30am, with hymns accompanied by the organ and an 

average congregation of around 30 people. We value the liturgical nature of this service, which is in 
keeping with the historic setting. It is uplifting to feel part of the body of Christ worshipping throughout 

the centuries back to St Edeyrn and his original Celtic monastic community. Once a month, as part of our 

Sunday Eucharist, prayer for healing and anointing with oil is offered. 

We are a diverse congregation, made up primarily of those later in years, but recently we have begun to 

grow younger, welcoming new younger members and some families. The possibility of children’s activities 
on a Sunday or activities during the week is something we would love to explore. 

Our congregation are growing in generosity and giving has successfully increased in the last year to meet 

the financial demands on the church and Ministry Area. We have a very active church committee, who 

work as a sub-committee of the Ministry Area Council (PCC) to develop our vision and mission as a church. 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Our Community Links 
St Edeyrn’s provides an important link for the local community to their history and heritage. In addition to 
this, our vision is that St Edeyrn’s will increasingly offer spaces to belong for the new community growing 

up around the church to meet their new neighbours. 

Over the last two years, the congregation have worked hard to bring new energy to our annual Open Day, 

working together with the community to put on stalls, activities and bellringing workshops. This has been 

hugely successful and well attended. We have also put on a Christmas Fayre which was very successful and 
again saw the church packed. 

Seasonal services at Easter, Remembrance, Harvest & Christmas are well attended, and we have worked 

hard to make these services engaging and accessible. Last year, 140 attended our Christmas Eve Carols by 

Candlelight service, which was standing room only. 

Over the last 12 months, some members of the congregation have re-started our bellringing team after a 
silent period of 11.5 years. The new band has been going since April 2018 and at full strength have 11 

members. 

Because of our beautiful setting, St Edeyrn’s is popular for both infant baptism and weddings. In 2018, 16 

baptisms took place, usually at 11.30am after the Sunday morning service, and 6 marriages. 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Our Building 
St Edeyrn’s is one of the oldest sites of Christian worship in Wales, dating back to the 6th Century.  The 
present Norman building was built in the 12th Century, with various internal furnishings added and 

modified over time. The building is in good structural condition, and is well maintained. Last year, a 

significant piece of work was undertaken to install new drains which has successfully dealt with some 

damp issues. A small but dedicated building group take responsibility for everyday maintenance jobs. 

The church is situated in a graveyard which is currently still open. However under the terms of the 
disestablishment of the Church in Wales, this is owned and maintained by the Old St Mellons Community 

Council, rather than the Church. 

Significant work has taken place during the last twelve months to develop plans for toilet and kitchen 

facilities, as St Edeyrn’s currently has no running water. These plans are at an advanced stage, with 

agreement in principle for the use of land from the Community Council, and faculty and planning 
applications currently in development. In the meantime, as a temporary measure our congregation has 

successfully raised the money to buy an accessible portable toilet, which is situated in our car park. 

The congregation have begun fundraising efforts to finance this project, although there will be some future 

work required to reach our total, including applying for grant funding. When completed, though, these 

new facilities will make our building fit for purpose and enable us to continue developing our mission and 
ministry to our new local community. 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Section 6: About our wider context 

Our Ministry Team 
There have been significant changes to our Ministry Team over the last few years, with previous colleagues 
retiring and moving on to other posts, and a new Ministry Area Leader, the Revd James Henley appointed 

in November 2017. Since then, we have begun to re-build our team and shape our vision for the future. 

Our new team vicar will arrive at the perfect time to help us as we shape new ways of working together, 

and to develop our mission and ministry in the community. 

Our Clergy Team currently comprises two other stipendiary clergy (Ministry Area Leader and Pioneer 
Curate appointed Summer 2018); a non-stipendiary Associate Priest who has particular responsibility for 

co-ordinating pastoral care and healing ministry; and a new non-stipendiary Curate. We have a team 

meeting once a week for those able to attend, and those who are free come together for Morning Prayer in 

Cyncoed each weekday morning. 

Our wider ministry team also includes a developing group of lay worship leaders, who are being raised up 
and mentored locally to help lead services. We also have a small team of pastoral visitors, who regularly 

visit our church members who are now housebound or in care. Recently we have realised that we need to 

provide additional support in order to release our Clergy Team to focus on mission, so we appointed a 

part-time Administrator who currently works 15 hours a week. 

Our Ecumenical Partnership 
We are proud to be part of the Cardiff East Ecumenical Mission Partnership, 
which during its history has been at the forefront of ecumenism within 

Wales. The partnership includes all five covenanted churches in Wales, and 

is made up of 11 local churches, split into North and South Clusters. 

In the North Cluster, which covers our Ministry Area, the fruit of this 

ecumenical working has included the Churches Together Community Shop 
in Llanedeyrn, as well as regular shared acts of worship. Ministers meet 

together monthly for prayer and support, which includes several leaders 

from other local churches who aren’t formal members of the ecumenical partnership. 

Accommodation & Expenses 
The housing provided with the role is a ‘new build’ detached 

vicarage with four bedrooms, including an en-suite master bedroom 
and a downstairs extension to create space for a study.  The vicarage 

is situated in Pontprennau within 5-10 minutes drive of both St 

Edeyrn’s and All Saints’ churches. 

The Ministry Area will cover the cost of water rates and 25% of 

heating and lighting, as well as the usual work and travel expenses.
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