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Foreword from The Revd. Canon T.H.Ambrose Mason –  
Archdeacon of Monmouth 
 

Dear Friend, 

I am delighted to add my personal introduction to this profile for the Caldicot Rectorial Benefice and 

Ministry Area of three churches. 

Originally built in Medieval times to serve quite small communities, the three churches of this 

benefice have already faithfully served significant developments in the area.  In the nineteenth 

century the Severn Railway Tunnel was built, and a railway centre established at its western end. In 

the mid twentieth century a huge new steel works was built a few miles away which employed very 

many people. 

A railway station survives, as does a much-slimmed down steel works, but now the development is 

extensive new housing. Cardiff and Bristol are both quite close and some commute even to the West 

Midlands and London. All three church communities are poised to serve the hundreds of new people 

now moving into the area. 

Whilst the parishes treasure the traditions of worship, which they have enjoyed, they recognise the 

need to explore new things alongside them in order to help them to be faithful in their Gospel 

mission in a changing world. 

A further bonus is that there is another house available in the benefice. This is available for a lay or 

ordained assistant – or even a very small community - to extend the reach of ministry and mission in 

the area. The successful applicant will be the lead player in exploring how this house might be best 

used. 

This benefice is three active committed churches with huge potential for significant growth in 

numbers, discipleship and mission. It is a privileged opportunity for the right Christian leader! I 

commend it very warmly!! 

Blessings and Peace, 

Ambrose 
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1. Introduction, vision, aims & objectives 

Welcome to the 3 in 1 Benefice of Caldicot: three churches in one ministry area. Thank you for 

wanting to know more about us and being interested in becoming our Rector and Ministry Area 

Leader. Our vision is to live our faith, bring hope, and show and share God’s love for us and the 

people of Rogiet, Portskewett and Caldicot. Our mission is to welcome everyone into the love of 

Christ and be part of our communities of faith and service. You might like to visit our website at 

www.caldicot-benefice.org.uk  

We are a Benefice that is… 

• rooted in the distinct communities of Caldicot, Portskewett and Rogiet 

• beginning to embrace change and grow stronger as a 

Ministry Area 

• family friendly, welcoming all comers whether people of 

faith, some or none 

• open to all people regardless of race, religion, gender, 

disability, or sexual orientation 

We are looking for a new Ministry Area Leader who has…. 

• a deep spiritual life and can inspire faith in, and care pastorally for others 

• the desire and ability to work with us as a natural team player 

• proven experience of leading and managing change 

• a love of worship and commitment to traditional and fresh expressions of it. 

In turn we will offer you… 

• a caring and prayerful community 

• enthusiasm for exploring new ways of being Church  

• plenty of practical support 

• a fellowship of supportive clergy within  

                  the Deanery and Diocese 

• excellent accommodation in the heart of the Benefice just 

walking distance from shops and transport links 

• a fascinating place to live, lovely countryside and mountains 

nearby, and great communications to other areas! 

 

2. Benefice background                                                                    
 

The Rectorial Benefice of Caldicot was formed in 2001 from the parishes of Caldicot, 

Portskewett with Sudbrook, and Rogiet with Llanfihangel Rogiet. It is part of the 

Diocese of Monmouth within the Church in Wales, a province of the Anglican 

Communion. The Ministry Area has a Benefice Council (BC) and there are three      

District Church Councils (DCCs).  

 

http://www.caldicot-benefice.org.uk/
http://www.caldicot-benefice.org.uk/
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3. Ministry Areas in Monmouth Diocese  

The challenge 

Nearly ten years ago in Monmouth Diocese we acknowledged a growing problem. The increasing 

size of benefices was putting impossible strain on incumbents. The model of ministry simply wasn’t 

right, and it was failing. A new way of overseeing and guiding a number of parishes simultaneously 

was required. Alongside this, all God’s people needed to be affirmed and enabled in the ministries 

which they had. 

Ministry Area Leadership 

We were led to consider a different pattern, a more episcopal model of leadership and oversight. 

We called the new role, Ministry Area Leadership. It involved a sharpening and re-focussing of 

priorities in ministry to: - 

• Evangelise, support discipleship and encourage the ministry of all 

• Inspire an expectation and readiness for mission amongst all the worshipping communities 
of the Area 

• Hold a strategic overview of missional needs and potential for the whole Ministry Area 

• Model and maintain a spiritual strength and vitality for oneself and all Christian people in 
the Ministry Area. 

 

Ministry Areas 

Ministry Areas, then, are simply those areas over which a Ministry Area Leader with these priorities 

has oversight. They will often be larger areas with sometimes very different churches. 

No two Ministry Areas are alike because of the different areas they serve in a very diverse diocese. 

They are not about managing decline. Rather, they are as much about exploring new possibilities for 

church in places and contexts as well as the flourishing of existing worshipping and witnessing 

communities.  The shaping of almost all Ministry Areas in Monmouth diocese is now complete. 

So, Ministry Areas should be: - 

Incarnational in that they are rooted in local communities with local leadership 

Apostolic in having leaders with responsibility for teaching, fostering vocation and empowering 

others for ministry and mission 

Missional in seeking new opportunities for ministry and mission 

Prophetic in seeking to recognise the signs of the times and plan for the future 

Visionary in seeking new ways to live and proclaim the Kingdom of God. 
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A Ministry Area Leader for Caldicot 

The call to all Ministry Area Leaders is to embrace the new role for themselves. This is foundational. 

From that starting point the leadership of the whole people of God can grow and flourish too. So, in 

the light of this, we are seeking a new Ministry Area Leader for Caldicot Rectorial Benefice who is: - 

• committed to establishing and maintaining the four priorities of Ministry Area Leadership 
and who can evidence experience in some or all of them 

• able to show evidence of their ability to enthuse and equip others in the exploration and 
exercise of their own ministries 

• sustaining a mature, vibrant and infectious spiritual life 

• strategic, imaginative, creative and hopeful in their ministry 

• at home and experienced in their calling as deacon and priest 

• comfortable in both traditional and more experimental forms of public worship. 

• an instinctive, enthusiastic and natural team player 

• approachable, empathetic, patient, a good listener and with a sense of humour. 
 

 

4. Where we are now - a summary  

 

We are a varied and diverse Ministry Area with many different groups and gifted people. We 

have seven schools in the Benefice, including a church primary in Portskewett and a 

comprehensive school in Caldicot with a chaplain - but there is so much more to be done in 

connecting better with children and young people. The huge influx of new housing and removal 

of tolls on the Severn Bridges make for growing opportunities for pioneering mission work. We 

are challenged to find new ways of being Church!  

 

Our congregations are ageing, and we need to draw younger people and families into our church 

communities.  We pay our way, though periodically have to dip into reserves to cover shortfalls, 

which can’t go on for ever.  A new stewardship approach encouraging generosity for the 

Church’s mission at home and elsewhere is needed.  Our buildings are in good order and we 

have first-rate housing available for Ministry Area staff. 

 

We have good links with our local communities – the new Heritage Centre in the Portskewett 

church grounds will be opening in March – and close connections with other churches and clergy 

in the Deanery have been further strengthened during the interregnum. 

 

We benefit from a dedicated Benefice Administrator and a fully equipped office. A house is 

available for additional ministry support. There is a new spirit of togetherness in the Benefice, 

exemplified by working together closely on producing this Ministry Area Profile. Come and share 

the challenge with us!  
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5. About the area, its facilities and attractions 

• Caldicot Benefice comprises the three communities of Caldicot, Portskewett and Rogiet  - all in 

the NP26 postcode area. It is situated between Chepstow and Newport in South East Wales just 

off the M48 and M4, and nestles between the two Severn bridges on the Welsh side of the 

Severn Estuary (see www.maplandia.com  & Google Earth). It is part of the Netherwent deanery 

and has the Ministry Areas of Caerwent, Chepstow and Magor as its neighbours.  

• Transport - transport links are excellent, with the M4 and M48 minutes away, railway stations at 

Caldicot for Gloucester and Birminingham lines and at 

Severn Tunnel Junction for Bristol, London and the South 

West. Both lines connect directly with Newport and 

Cardiff.  National Express coaches depart from Chepstow 

and Newport, and there are international airports at Cardiff 

and the ever-expanding Bristol national and international 

hub. 

• Demographics - the population of Caldicot/Portskewett/Rogiet at the 2011 census numbered 

13,550 (Caldicot 9604, Portskewett 2133, Rogiet 1813). All three communities have grown 

significantly since then, particularly as new housing serving Bristol, Newport, 

Cardiff, Gloucester and Cheltenham has spiralled with the removal of tolls on 

the Severn bridges. The population of the Benefice is fairly evenly spread 

across the different age groups: Caldicot and Portskewett saw the biggest 

growth (2001 to 2011) in the over 50s, whereas in Rogiet it was the 35 to 

49s.  

• Schools - there are six primary schools in the Benefice including one Church in Wales primary 

and a Welsh-medium school; and there is 

nursery provision in all parts of the Benefice. 

The newly-rebuilt Caldicot School, a co-

educational school for 11 to 18s, has recently 

entered into a partnership arrangement with 

the Bishop of Llandaff Church in Wales School. 

It has a Chaplain, most unusual for a state 

secondary, who is a Lay Minister in our Benefice. There is an active Christian Union and the 

Governing Body is very supportive of our efforts to form close links with the Benefice churches. 

• Shopping - the main shopping centre for the Benefice is Caldicot with Asda, Waitrose and Co-op 

supermarkets. There is a lack of other high-street brands. Big shopping-malls are available 

though in Newport, Cardiff and Bristol within a 30 to 45 minutes’ drive. Caldicot has a leisure 

centre run by Monmouthshire County Council, and St Pierre Golf and Country Club is a couple of 

miles away.  

• Sports - there are many sports clubs available locally including rugby, football, cricket, cycling 

and running. For lovers of the Welsh national game of rugby of course the Principality Stadium is 

only a local train ride away! 

• Walking & other outdoor pursuits - for those preferring the great outdoors the Wye Valley, 

Wentwood Forest, Severn Levels and Caldicot Castle and Country-park offer wonderful areas of 

countryside and waterside for walks and cycling; the Black Mountains and Brecon Beacons are 

just an hour up the road, and the Welsh Coastal Path runs through all three parishes. 

http://www.maplandia.com/
http://www.maplandia.com/
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• Arts & culture - local arts groups such as Caldicot Musical Theatre Society, Caldicot Male Voice 

Choir and the Severn Tunnel (brass) Band offer many opportunities for enjoyment and 

participation. There is an annual fireworks extravaganza at Caldicot Castle (close to the Rectory!) 

and horse-jumping and eventing take place regularly at David Broome’s Event Centre which 

neighbours Caldicot Country-park. The main cultural centres for theatre, music, dance, museum 

and art galleries of Bristol, Newport and Cardiff are easily accessible by car or train; and London 

and Birmingham are day-trips away. 

 

6. Worship   

Sunday services & Occasional offices  

• Average numbers attending Sunday services in 2018 are 49 

in Caldicot (44 adults & 5 under 18s) compared with 65 in 

2014, 27 in Portskewett (25/2) compared with 31 in 2014, 

and 23 in Rogiet (23/0) compared with 25 in 2014.  

 

 

• There were 7 weddings in Caldicot in 2018 (18 in 2014), 2 in Portskewett (3), and 1 in Rogiet (1). 

The number of weddings booked for 2020 is already showing an increase on the previous year. 

• Baptisms in 2018 (2014 in brackets) range from 25 (47) in 

Caldicot, to 4 in Portskewett (13) and 5 in Rogiet (6).  

 

• Funerals numbered 29 in Caldicot (16), 3 in Portskewett (11) 

and 3 in Rogiet (6) – not including funerals at crematoria. 

 

Church groups - a much greater number of people from the local communities as well as from the 

congregations regularly attend the many and varied church supported 

groups that flourish across the Benefice ranging from Mothers Union and 

Ladies Guild, to the Thursday Lunch Club, Community Café and coffee 

mornings, to Art club, Knit and Natter, Bingo and a Fare Share scheme – the 

full list of groups meeting can be found on our website.  

 

Better access - the midweek communion in the hall at Caldicot, designed 

especially for those who find it difficult to get to church, has seen a 

steady growth in numbers, with a number of people coming with their 

carers. Likewise, the monthly service in the church hall at Porstkewett 

has increased numbers attending because of access to the venue and as 

it is led by young people from the youth group (see Section 7 ‘What we 

do’ for more info on this).   
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Licensed ministers & assistants –  

• House for Duty/ NSM/Benefice Worker – vacancy. The new Rector will lead the process of any 

new appointment. 

• 2 Non-stipendiary Ministers 

• 3 Licensed Lay Ministers/Readers  

• 5 Lay Eucharistic Ministers  

• 16 Licensed Eucharistic Assistants - 6 at Caldicot, 7 at Portskewett, 3 at Rogiet. 

 

 

7. What we do -   

➢ Regular Services - we have a range of types of service and approaches to worship – best 

described across the Benefice as open and varied, traditional and experimental. There are 

regular Sunday and weekday services in all three churches and church halls including 8am 

communions, traditional parish eucharists with organ, and more relaxed and flexible approaches 

in Band services and in church halls. The pattern of services is as follows:  

❖ St Mary’s Caldicot – each Sunday - 8am Said Eucharist & 10am Parish Eucharist with Play 

and Pray for children. Informal all-age service led by the Band usually on the 4th Sunday. 

Tuesday Eucharist at 10am in the Hall followed by coffee & cake. Thursday 10am 

Eucharist in the Church. 

❖ St Mary’s Portskewett – each Sunday – 9.15 Parish Eucharist, though on 1st Sun 11am 

Family Communion in the Hall. Tuesday 9.15 Morning prayer with Archbishop Rowan 

Williams Primary School (ARW) in term-time. 

❖ St Mary’s Rogiet – each Sunday – 10.45 Parish Eucharist 

➢ With schools, children & young people - we have a weekly service with ARW – 60 youngsters a 

week in Portskewett Church. One of our lay-readers provides chaplaincy to Caldicot School, and 

we have a youth fellowship group of students from meeting weekly and taking monthly services 

in Portskewett Church Hall. A Play and Pray group for younger children takes place on Sundays 

as part of the Family Eucharist at Caldicot, and we see an increase in numbers of children and 

parents at the monthly Band Service.  
 

➢ Churches Together - we’re involved in assemblies in local schools led by Churches 

Together in Caldicot, and there is an annual series of inter-denominational services 

in Holy Week hosted by the different churches. Annual Remembrance services are 

held across the Benefice: every year the whole of ARW Primary School attend an act 

of remembrance in Portskewett churchyard. 

 

➢ Community Links - as well as being part of Caldicot Churches Together we 

have good links with various community groups such as the Town Council, Caldicot 

Events Committee, the British Legion, Scouts, Guides and Cadet groups; and 

members of the congregations are closely involved with supporting other 

organisations such as Macmillan Nurses, the Samaritans and the local Food Bank. 
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8. The Buildings (for more info go to the Benefice website)   

The Churches, all with roots in Medieval times, are nonetheless in good 

order in the 21st century, and seat between 100 (Portskewett & Rogiet) 

and 200 people (Caldicot). St Mary’s Caldicot - the church has been 

undergoing some re-ordering: the electronic organ has been moved down 

to the nave; chairs have been installed at the front; architects plans have 

been commissioned to integrate the south porch with glass doors, restore 

the original aspect of the east window, and install an electronic screen 

and projector – part of a project to make the church more accessible to a 

wider range of people and enhance its role as a venue for all its parishioners 

whether church-goers or not.    

 

❖ St Mary’s Portskewett - in close proximity to the church a grade two 

listed 17th century cottage is currently being   renovated, with the help of 

grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund, Cadw, the church and other 

donors. It will house the Portskewett Heritage Centre and provide the 

church with a much-needed toilet and kitchenette.  The Centre will be 

formally opened on 29 March with a Benefice Celebration service. 

 

 

❖ St Mary’s Rogiet – recently the internal floor  

has been levelled to provide access for all, and 

the church has been redecorated.  

 
 

❖ The Church Halls - all three churches have halls, which are used daily 

for a wide variety of church and community activities.  

They each have disabled access and toilets; and all have fitted 

kitchens, with those at Caldicot and Portskewett having full catering 

facilities. 

 

 Portskewett church hall, fully restored in 2009, has a stage, and all three 

halls have projection facilities. 

 

 Caldicot and Rogiet halls 

are equipped with Wi-Fi. 
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❖ The Benefice Rectory, located 5 minutes walking distance from the centre of Caldicot, is a 

detached house within good-sized gardens. It has all the normal 

facilities including a large kitchen, sitting room with open fire, 

dining room with access to a small garden area, a study/reception 

room, cloakroom, 4 bedrooms (2 en-suite), family bathroom, 

separate pedestrian access to a large study/meeting room with 

associated cloakroom, and a large detached single garage. A gas 

combi-boiler provides heating and hot water. It is next to Caldicot 

church hall and 2 minutes’ walk to St Mary’s Caldicot church. The churches in Portskewett and 

Rogiet are a short cycle-ride or 5 minute drive away. 
 

❖ The Vicarage in Portskewett  is available for a non-stipendiary or house for duty minister/ 

Benefice worker or for a small community of faith and service. The gas-

heated house is detached with a large garden to 

the front, 2 reception rooms, a separate study, 4 

bedrooms, a large detached garage and store. It is 

opposite the church in Portskewett and close to 

Sudbrook with a new Redrow estate still in 

development on the banks of the Severn.  

 

❖ The Benefice Office, a separate room with its own 

external entrance, is attached to Caldicot Church 

Hall, and is just a minute away from the Rectory.   It 

is well equipped with IT equipment; and printing of 

the weekly Benefice bulletin and service leaflets is 

done there. The Benefice Administrator works from 

this office. 

 

 

 

9. Treasurers’ Summary Report 

▪ The Benefice of Caldicot is currently financially sound, although each church is reliant on fees, 

income from occasional services and donations to maintain the churches. The three District 

Church Councils are working hard to control expenditure costs and maintain the church fabric 

largely by fund-raising or drawing on reserves.  

▪ Each church contributes to a central fund in the Benefice account. Clerics’ expenses and office 

costs are funded from this central pot.  Expenditure is overseen by the finance team who ensure 

that funds are allocated where needed.  

▪ All three church halls are self-supporting. 

▪ The Parish Share since 2016 has been assessed on the basis of Ministry Areas, meaning that we 

need to work more closely together and move forward as a team.  
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Income & Expenditure 

 

▪ Total Benefice income for 2018 = £102,989.  Total expenditure = 

£113,469. The shortfall in 2018 will be around £5k once all HMRC 

refund has been claimed – this will be covered by reserves. 

▪ 45% of our income comes from direct giving. The rest is from 

church hall income, donations, fees for occasional offices 

(weddings/baptisms/funerals) and fund raising. 

▪ Ministry Share for 2018 = £59,624. This represents 48% of the expenditure of 

the whole Benefice. 

▪ Copies of the Annual Reports and finances are available for the last 18 years if you’re interested! 

 

10. The Application Process  

Links to the job description, person specification & application form can be found at 

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/jobs/teamrector-caldicot/  Hard copy is also available from 

the Diocesan Office on 01633 267490. 

The application form, including a personal statement, should be returned to the Venerable Ambrose 

Mason at ambrosemason@cinw.org.uk or The Rectory, Gwernesney, USK, Monmouthshire, NP15 

1HF by 14th February 2020  

For an informal chat about this opportunity please contact Archdeacon Ambrose on 01291 672152 

or the Area Dean, Revd. Jeremy Harris on 01633 882551. 

 

Access – please let us know if you have any additional needs with regards to taking part in the 

interview process, which we will make every reasonable effort to accommodate. 

 

And so…. might this post be for you? 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/?post_type=job&p=13693&preview=true
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/?post_type=job&p=13693&preview=true
mailto:ambrose.mason@cinw.org.uk
mailto:ambrose.mason@cinw.org.uk


Living Faith – Bringing Hope – Showing Love 

12 
 

 


