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Care of Churches Maintenance Calendar 2019 

February
Make sure that the church is bird-
proof before nesting starts

  Check all ladders in the 
tower and ensure that 
the bells and bellframe 
are in good order.

March
Check for leaks and cracks  
in rainwater goods.

June
Inspect the windows and check the 
glazing, putty, lead cames and wire 
ties for signs of damage.

Check timberwork for signs of rot 
including less accessible  
areas such as floors and  
roof void, under stairs  
and in cupboards. 

Remove any vermin from  
floor and roof voids. 

September
Check for evidence of leaks  
during heavy rain, especially  
below the gutters.

Remove plant growth from the  
walls and drainage channels.

Make sure that water tanks and 
exposed water and heating pipes  
are protected from frost.

Make sure that any airbricks or 
underfloor ventilators are clear.

August

Take a break!

July
Check timber windows, doors, fascias 
and bargeboards. Check for cracked 
and rotten wood.

October
Check masonry for signs of damage 
including deeply eroded mortar 
joints, cracks or signs of movement. 

Check that snow boards and access 
walkways are in a good state of repair. 

Clear gutters and rainwater goods. 

Check rainwater goods  
for cracks or leaks. 

November
Check that the flagpole is secure. 
Check the roofs for signs of damage:

•  Broken tiles on the floor  
may indicate a problem

•  Check for splits and cracks on flat 
roofs or slopped sheet roofing

•  Check lead flashing and mortar 
fillets for signs of decay

If you haven’t already -  

Clear gutters and rainwater goods.

December
Parapet and valley gutters need  
to be cleared of snow. 
Gulleys and drains should be cleared 
out regularly and drains 
should rodded out if 
they overflow during 
wet weather. Make 
sure that fire safety 
equipment has 
been serviced. 

April
Check the roofs for signs of damage:

•  Broken tiles on the floor may 
indicate a problem.

•  Check for splits and cracks on flat 
roofs or sloped sheet roofing.

•  Check lead flashing and mortar 
fillets for signs of decay.

Gutters and rainwater pipes  
need to be cleared in any area 
surrounded by trees.

Cast iron rainwater goods  
may need repainting.

May
Gulleys and drains should be cleared out 
regularly and drains should rodded out 
if they overflow during wet weather. 
Make sure that the building is properly 
ventilated and that all opening 
windows can be opened.
Remove emerging plant growth from 
the walls and drainage channels. This 
is likely to be ongoing throughout the 
summer.
If the heating is being turned off it is 
a good time to service the boiler and 
bleed radiators.

Remember: Do not disturb bats!

Remember: Extra caution is 
needed in icy conditions.

January
Parapet and valley gutters need  
to be cleared of snow.

Remember: 
Extra caution is needed 
in icy conditions.



Maintenance booker   
New services to help keep church buildings in good 
repair have been added to MaintenanceBooker, the 
heritage website that helps keep church and chapels 
in good condition.  

They include high level surveys and maintenance, 
repairs to roofs, rainwater goods and towers, 
masonry maintenance and lime mortar repointing.

A range of grants to help churches pay for 
maintenance services booked through 
MaintenanceBooker are available. Investing in 
regular maintenance work to your building now can 
significantly reduce your longer-term costs.

MaintenanceBooker is available to churches and 
chapels of all Christian denominations in England 
and Wales. To access and book maintenance 
services, places of worship first need to register to 
use the site.

The new services are in addition to the existing 
services available from MaintenanceBooker which 
are listed below.

Rainwater Goods Maintenance   

Lightning Protection Services   

Tree Risk Assessments and Surveys   

Tree Surgery

Asbestos Management 

Grants available

If the cost of booking a maintenance service is a 
financial problem, the National Churches Trust, with 
its partner the Pilgrim Trust, can offer grants towards 
the cost of a number of both new and existing fabric 
repair services available to book through 
MaintenanceBooker.

Churches are eligible to apply for a Grant if they 
book one of the following services through the 
MaintenanceBooker system:

• Rainwater Goods Maintenance

• Lightning Protection System Repairs

• Asbestos Removal

• Masonry Repairs and Lime Mortar Repointing

• High Level Maintenance

For works costing less than £1,000 the Preventative 
Maintenance Micro Grant Programme can help with 
grants of up to £500 (not exceeding 50% of the 
costs excluding VAT).

For works greater than £1,000 the National 
Churches Trust Foundation Grant Programme  
may be able to help.

These grants usually offer between £500 and £3,000 
towards urgent maintenance works and small 
repairs identified as high priority within a recent 
Quinquennial Inspection or Survey Report.

All services addressing building fabric directly are 
eligible for a grant from the National Churches Trust. 
Grants are not available for tree works, inspections 
or surveys.

Keeping churches and chapels  
open and enjoyed

 “ Maintaining your church building is the bedrock 
of keeping it open and able to be enjoyed,” says 
Becky Clark, Director of Churches and Cathedrals, 
Church of England.

“ Simple tasks like keeping gutters and drains clear, 
identifying problems with trees and properly 
maintaining them and ensuring stonework is well 
looked after will help prevent unexpected large 
repair bills, and can encourage local people, whether 
churchgoers or not, to take an interest in their 
church. I believe that MaintenanceBooker will make 
it easier to keep church buildings in good repair.” 

Ecclesiastical Insurance

The new services on MaintenanceBooker are being 
made possible with the support of Ecclesiastical 
Insurance, the UK’s leading church insurer, the 
National Churches Trust, the Pilgrim Trust and the 
Church in Wales.

For more details visit  
www.maintenancebooker.org.uk


