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Our vision 

A Ministry Area where parishes 

work together to grow our 

congregations, engage with children 

and the community, to create a 

better place filled with God’s love 

 

 



 
 



 
 

What are we looking for? 
 
We are a group of four parishes with six diverse places of worship. We are 
looking for the right person to help us fulfil our vision: a person of spiritual 
maturity and comfortable supporting a broad church. Our preferred candidate 
will be innovative, welcoming, approachable, compassionate and empathetic: an 
effective communicator who respects confidentiality. We would welcome a 
person who brings experience of diversity and fully supports the ministry of the 
whole family of God; lay and ordained, male and female.  
Our Ministry Area covers a wide spectrum of worship from evangelical outreach 
to inspiration through liturgy and worship via our diverse activities and services. 
The parishes have worked with previous clergy to change and grow individually 
and across boundaries. We are eager to continue that growth and cooperation by 
welcoming and supporting an enthusiastic new leader.  
We are part of the Deanery of Bassaleg and the Area Dean, Fr John Connell, is 
committed to the mutual support and encouragement of all ministry members 
through regular chapter meetings and social events, and personal support, advice 
and encouragement for the new incumbent. 
 

How would the incumbent help us achieve our vision? 
By :- 

• Talking with, listening to and sharing with us, in fellowship, as we journey 
to fuller and deeper spirituality.  

• Unifying the whole by supporting shared worship, while enabling our 
individual churches/parishes to be dynamic and healthy in their own right: 
respecting and valuing the richness of our different approaches and 
worship styles.  

• Building an effective ministry team of men and women, clergy and laity 
together, in both spiritual and organisational terms and supporting the 
development of a productive Ministry Area council to sustain this 
structure. 

• Helping us grow our church congregations by reaching out to all parts of 
our diverse area and providing a variety of worship and witness 
opportunities. 

• Engaging and being proactive with local community groups, our local 
schools and by supporting those within our community who are isolated, 
lonely and not able to attend church. 

• Encouraging children to be active participating worshippers with identified 
roles in services and promoting intergenerational worship 

• Supporting and encouraging a variety of communication methods and 
techniques to ensure no one is excluded.  



 
 

The Ministry Area 
 
Our location 
The Ministry Area lies in the lower section of the Rhymney Valley, east of 
Caerphilly, and its hinterlands to the north and south west, to where the river 
turns south under the M4 (see map). Roads, rivers, walking tracks and cycle paths 
weave through our area linking us to transport and commercial hubs in 
Caerphilly, Cardiff and Newport.  The Area is part of the M4 corridor of 
development. There are good transport links along the valley but cross valley 
public transport is meagre, and cars are needed to reach the more rural areas. 
There is a rich mixture of landscapes: rural, urban and post-industrial, and 
different housing types, from traditional terraced houses to new estates. Social, 
sporting, commercial, retail and financial services vary across the area but are 
within reach in the valley or in neighbouring towns. 
 

            
 
Our people 
The population (around 9500) is as diverse as the landscape, covering everything 
from real wealth to severe socio-economic deprivation. Our most challenging and 
severely disadvantaged housing is within upper Graig-y-Rhacca and there is no 
formal church or service presence in this area at this time. The celebration, 
acknowledgement and acceptance of diversity and difference, and the joys and 
challenges that result, are common ground for our parishes as we also pursue our 
mission building. All parishes have a range of activities aimed at maintaining their 
churches, growing their congregations, reaching out to their communities and 
managing their finances and buildings. Few activities cross parish boundaries 
which is something we are keen to address.  
  

St Michael and All Angels St Thomas 



 
 

It is very encouraging that one parish (Rudry) has been expanding, reaching 
maximum seating capacity with a large number of children, use of Facebook and 
electronic communication.  Other congregations are older and unfortunately 
growing smaller, although St John’s has recently gained two regular young family 
worshippers. There is a need and motivation to redress the decline and spread 
the growth factor across the Area. Statistics for 2017-2018 (Appendix 1).   
 
There are seven primary and nursery schools, one high school and one 
independent Christian school in the area; between them they have over 1200 
pupils. Clergy visits to schools and school group visits to churches form a seed 
from which to grow full school ministries.  
 

          
            
 
Current Ministry Team and Outreach 
All parishes are committed to continuing team support for the new incumbent. 
The current ministry team consists of a stipendiary Assistant Curate, Revd Dean 
Roberts, and two non-stipendiary Associate Priests, Revd Richard Mulcahy and 
Revd Arthur Parkes. There is also a Licensed Lay Minister, Gay Hollywell. Across 
the area there are 11 Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs), some of whom lead 
communion by extension services and two Lay Eucharistic Assistants (LEAs). 
There are also several lay leaders for Matins. There are active lay ministry groups 
where adults and children have service roles. There are also communion home 
visits, pastoral visits, Mothers Union, prayer and study groups. Outreach to and 
participation in the community consists of among other things, Messy Church, 
Toddler Group, Bellringing, Line Dancing and walking groups. (Appendix 2) 
  

St Michael’s Michaelston y Fedw St Barrwg’s 



 
 

Our administration, buildings and worship 
All churches are served by wardens and all church offices are filled. The Parochial 
Church Councils meet regularly and the Ministry Share is paid on time by direct 
debit. (Appendix 3) 
 
All parishes are proud of and share in a rich history in social, architectural and 
church terms. The church buildings differ in style and age and all have been 
maintained and many restored and reordered. Although the parishes are 
financially viable, spare money is not readily available and all projects such as 
restoration and reordering of St Barrwg’s, interior repainting of St Thomas’, roof 
repairs in Machen, refurbishment and new bells in Michaelston, and Enlarging 
the Tent in Rudry rely on energetic and extensive fundraising, or the use of 
restricted funds. (Appendix 4) 
 

           
 
 
Sunday services are held in all parishes, with some weekday services in two 
parishes. For a variety of reasons, Bedwas has only one church open on a Sunday. 
A whole parish Sunday service alternates, week and week about, between St 
Barrwg’s and St Thomas’. The fifth Sunday is at St Barrwg’s 
Across the area some major services are held together in one church, while many 
festivals and general services are held in each church. The Music Ministry is 
strong across the area, all congregations enjoy and participate in worship and 
fellowship through music. We follow the Lectionary of the Church in Wales. All 
churches have much higher attendance at Christmas, and in Holy Week and at 
Easter. (Appendix 5) 
  

St James the Great St John the Baptist 



 
 

Our future 
We have identified growth, Ministry Area Council development, stewardship and 
giving as areas that need more attention and we are keen to drive forward.  
We see communication and cooperation as key to success. All parishes share 
Churchsuite and a Ministry Area website but access and sharing within this 
environment needs improvement. We want to maintain and improve effective 
communication, accessible to all members of the congregations even if they do 
not have a computer. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Further detail is provided in the following appendices, on parish websites and at. 
http://www.parishbmr.org.uk/.   
 
Annual reports for 2018 will be available on request. 
 
Appendix 1: Statistics for 2017-2018 
Appendix 2: Activities across the Ministry Area 
Appendix 3: Finances 
Appendix 4: Buildings 
Appendix 5: Services and worship 
 

 

http://www.parishbmr.org.uk/


 
 

Appendix 1: Statistics for 2017-2018 

Year  Baptism Wedding Funeral Average 
Sunday 

Average 
weekly 

Easter Christ 
mas 

Electoral 

2017 Bedwas:  St 
Thomas and 

St Barrwg 

1 1 14 28 8 30 33 55 

Machen: 
St Michael 

and All 
Angels 

1 3 3 11 N/A 41 43 51 

Machen 
St Johns the 

Baptist 

0 1 6 15 8 

Michaelston 
St Michael 

 

4 3 4 22 6 70 129 50 

Rudry 
St James 

 

2 3 1 26 
adults 

10 
children 

N/A 39 45 22 

Ministry 
Area Total 

2017 

8 11 28 102 
adults 

10 
children 

22 180 250 178 

2018 Bedwas:  St 
Thomas and 

St Barrwg 
 

2 1 16 29 8 45 40 51 

Machen St 
Michael  
and All 
Angels 

0 5 5 9 N/A 43 45 51 

Machen St 
John   the 

Baptist 

0 1 10 14 7 

Michaelston 
St Michael 

 

1 
 

2 5 18 5 46 68 48 

Rudry St 
James the 

great 

3 0 5 27 
adults 

12 
children 

N/A 61 40 32 

Ministry 
Area Total 

2018 

6 9 41 97 
adults 

12 
children 

20 195 203 182 

 



 
 

 

 
 
  

 

  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

  

               

  

 

            

                

     

 

   

 

    

        

 

      

 

 

             

    

 

          

      

 

        

            

 

  

           

 

    

       

 

      

                

 

 

            

      

 

        

    

 

   

 

       

 

 

            

               

    

 

 

 

        

          

 

    

  

 

            

               

               

                

 

 

            

               

All have Sunday and 
weekday services 

Welcoming 

open church 

days during 

summer 

months  

Harvest 

Festival  

services and 

meals 

Appendix 2: Activities led by laity and clergy in our Ministry Area 
 

Young people 
 as part  
music 

ministry in 
Sunday 
services 

Annually  
Parish trips 

Children's light 
Fantastic party 

Skittles with farmers 
with supper 

Strawberry tea 

Blessing of the beer 

Youth music 

ensemble practices Organised 

school visits  

to churches 

Fellowship 

House groups Lay pastoral care 

in hospitals, 

residential and 

private homes 

Messy 

Church 

Saving space, 

meditation, 

silence and 

prayer, with 

Communion by 

Extension. 

Tea/coffee 

after 

Sunday 

service 

Kids suppers (7-12) 

use fellowship, fun 

and activities to learn 

about Jesus 

Crafts and toys for 

children at Sunday service 

Home 

communion 

Autumn 

Concert 

Hosting 

Lower 

Machen 

Festival 

Easter Time 
Easter walk and 

pub lunch 
Easter litter pick 

up 

 

Mothers union 

Youth suppers (13-18) share a meal and hear an 

aspect of faith from guest  

Prayer  

groups 

Rake and bake after grass 

cutting 

Community 

morning tea 

Christmas Time 

Church carol 

services 

Community 

combined carol 

service 

Community 

caroling 

Lent 
Weekly Lenten 

prayers 
Lenten lunches 

Shrove Tuesday 

supper/pancake 

day 

Community 

Toddler group 

Fund raising 

events: hymn 

bingo, 

children’s fair, 

social evenings, 

quiz, raffles 

Hosting Contact the 

Elderly Sunday 

afternoon tea 

Line dancing 

Bell ringing 

Key: 
Church services ◄ 
Involving young people◄  
Involving community ◄ 
Reaching out with prayer and 
worship ◄ 
 
 

 
Christmas time ◄ 
Lent and Easter time ◄ 
Drinking/eating together in services ◄ 
Annual events and fundraising ◄ 



 
 

 

Appendix 3 2018 

Total Income / Expenditure for all 4 Parishes in % 

Income 

Other 11.26% From Balances 
5.52% 

 

 
Investment Income 

0.15% 
 
 

Fees 11.11% 
Planned Giving 

35.41% 
 
 

Money Raising 
13.02% 

Loose Collections 
6.87% 

Grants 3.28% 

 
Donations 4.27% 

Tax Reclaims 7.7% 
Mission 0.92% 

 

Expenditure 
Cost of Money 

Exceptional World Giving 3.61% Raising .20% 

Expenditure 3.95% 
 
 
 

Maintenance of Parish Share 37.14% 

Property 21.77% 
 

 
 

Maintenance of 
Churches 13.41% 

 

 
 

Clerics Expenses 
4.48% 

 

General Parish Maintenance of 

Expenses 11.18% Services 4.24% 

 
During the year all four parishes have paid their Parish Share in full and on time 

The Exceptional Expenditure has been on a restored Victorian frontal and door in MyF, 

Church Linen at Bedwas and ongoing works on the Church at Lower Machen. 

Separate Accounts and Reports for 2018 are available on request. 
The above shows day to day monies and excludes all restricted, Capital and ongoing Projects. 

 

 



 
 

Appendix 4: Buildings 
 
St. Michael’s, Michaelston y Fedw is an ancient church, with traces of Roman 
architecture, a 14th century Chapel (the Tynte Chapel) and a 15th century 
tower. There is seating for 120 people, with the Tynte Chapel being used as a 
Vestry, and for Wednesday morning services.  Restorations took place in 
Victorian era and again in 1999-2005 with renovation of the organ and 8 bells, 
new kitchen, toilet, lighting and heating systems. The graveyard is well 
maintained. We have use of the neighboring Village Hall, where we hold events 
such as Shrove Tuesday, Christian Aid and Harvest Suppers. The Village Hall 
Committee stages numerous popular social events throughout the year. 
Further information at www.michaelston-y-fedw.com 
 
 
St Barrwg’s Bedwas dates from the 11thC, a grade II listed building with a 
transverse saddleback tower and a ring of 6 bells, currently unused. A major 
Victorian restoration was  completed in 1878. The old Northern chapel, which 
belonged to the Lewises of Van then to Lady Windsor-Clive, became the vestry. 
Some leaden coffins, possibly belonging to the Van family, were found but left 
undisturbed. The Saxon design baptismal font was given a new base of 
freestone. Since then, a new pulpit, altar and reredos have been added. 
Heating and lighting were improved. External weathering, water ingress/damp 
and deathwatch beetle caused damage. In 2000 the 900 (named for the years 
of worship on the site) fund was established. Successful fundraising and money 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and other bodies,  allowed two major 
refurbishments, completed in 2015 . The nave is a flexible modern, bright 
interior with chairs to seat 65, kitchen and toilet facilties and new roofing.The 
nave can be quickly converted for the weekly toddler group. We retained the 
traditional Chancel and Sanctuary but with plaster removed.The ancient, large 
and  steep churchyard is full and only used to inter family into existing graves 
 
 
St Thomas‘ Trethomas is a modern church, with seating for 100. The flexible 
interior allow easy conversion to church hall, which is available for rental. The 
original church of corrugated iron and was replaced in the 1990’s. Heritage 
Lottery Funding and other grants made it possible to build the brick church, 
with simple stained glass near the altar and in the porch. A kitchen, storage 
rooms, toilets, meeting room and vestry/office complete the accomodation. A 
private rear garden is planted with flowers and the front garden provides a 
large grassy space and some garden beds. 

http://www.michaelston-y-fedw.com/


 
 

St James the Great Rudry has had a regular pattern of worship since 1771, 
which was in Welsh until 1899, and weekly parish communion at 9.30am on 
Sundays since 1948. The large churchyard is used for burials and the 
internment of ashes. It is bounded by stone walls and contains a large area 
designated as a ‘Living Churchyard’ with wildflowers and grasses attracting 
natural wildlife. It was listed as Grade II in 1963 and features include the 19th 
century Moses family chest tombs and a War Memorial. There are two 
commonwealth war graves, recognised by the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission and 13thC origins being possibly founded as a dependant 
chapel to Bedwas.  The church today is largely the result of two major 
restorations, undertaken in 1885 and 1961.  Recently the Victorian pews were 
replaced with comfortable chairs to improve health and safety and flexibility of 
the space and seats 40. Numbers have grown substantially in the last two years 
and a significant building project to improve accessibility, provide essential 
facilities and increase seating capacity is in its early stages, backed by an 
energetic, excited congregation who are very busy fund-raising 
http://rudry.church/history/ 
 
 
St Michael and All Angels, Lower Machen, has been a place of worship since 
6th century and was first documented in 1102. It is a Grade II* listed church,. 
The 19th century cast iron entrance gates and late medieval preachers cross in 
the churchyard, are Grade II listed. The 15th century tower houses a fine peal 
of 8 bells.The church roof was recently renewed in natural slate using a 
Heritage Lottery Fund grant. The church contains the Morgan Chapel, a private 
place of worship for the Morgan family of Tredegar House and Ruperra Castle 
while attending church services.The ongoing restoration of the Morgan Chapel 
will allow further heritage opportunities for visitors, including local schools. We 
work with The National Trust at Tredegar House, Newport, which has close 
links with the church, to tell the stories of the Morgans in Machen and their 
role in local history. In addition to the chapel monuments, the walls of the 
nave are home to 11 fine hatchments to the Morgan family.This church has 
traditional wooden pews and can seat 150. There is a new graveyard adjacent 
to the church. There is ample parking on the road outside the church and full 
disabled toilet facilities within the grounds.  
 
  

http://rudry.church/history/


 
 

St John the Baptist, Machen, built in 1854-55, is an early Victorian church 
surrounded by an extensive churchyard which is still being used for burials and 
the internment of ashes. It is Grade II listed. It comprises a nave, a narrower 
chancel, a large gabled porch, a lean-to vestry, and a steeple to the south-east 
angle of the nave. The church has 29 traditional pews that can seat 
approximately 175 people. The church has generally been well maintained in 
the past but is now reaching a time when more significant and costly repairs 
are required. There is motivation and commitment to working collaboratively 
with the community in Machen, to find innovative solutions to the challenges 
currently faced, to ensure the future of St John’s is secure 
https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/m221/ Machen Parish Church Hall, a 
former schoolroom, is owned by the parish and held in trust by the diocese. It 
is used for all church meetings and functions and is available to rent by other 
organizations.  
 
 
Church Houses 
There are three church houses. The Rectory in Michaelston-y-Fedw, currently 
occupied by the Assistant Curate, is a modern detached 4-bedroom house. The 
Rectory in Trethomas opposite the church is a large modern family home with 
paved forecourt and private rear garden. There is also The Rectory in Machen 
which has 4 bedrroms and a large garden, with parking, that is currently being 
rented. 

 
.  

https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/m221/


 
 

Appendix 5: Services and worship 
 
How we worship 
 
Parish of Rudry has a 9.30am traditional Eucharist. Music is central to worship; 
hymns are both traditional and modern, sung with joy and spirit. Lively tunes 
and enthusiastic percussion accompaniment allow a wide participation. Music 
is always provided by keyboard and guitar, and our St James Youth Ensemble 
play varied instruments at occasional services. All service content is projected 
onto a large screen, which enables the inclusion of some Welsh content as 
several Welsh speaking families attend St James. Pew bibles are available to 
follow the readings and psalm. On the third Sunday of the month we have a 
non-Eucharistic Service of the Word which is varied in content and lay or clergy 
led. Several children act as Communion Assistants and a variety of people are 
on the rota for the readings and intercessions. Our services can be tailored to 
specific Holy Days and seasons – for example we have a children’s Good Friday 
craft service, and on Mothering Sunday we had an interactive service which 
including ‘Clipping the church’. 
 
Parish of Bedwas has a sung Eucharist most Sundays, with the 5th Sunday being 
Matins. On Wednesday evening, in St Barrwg’s, there is a said Eucharist which 
alternates, week and week about, with an LEM led Service of the Word with 
Holy Communion. On Thursday mornings there is a said Eucharist at St 
Thomas’. The service booklets are common to both churches. Weekly pew 
sheets provide the readings, psalms, collects, items for prayer, and general 
information. There is an organ in each church and the congregations enjoy 
singing. There is one lay Intercessions ministry team: members lead at both 
churches. There are separate rotas for readers in each church. 
 
Parish of Machen has a simple worship style with moderate evangelical 
approach. The service timetable is sustained through the commitment of the 
lay leaders for Services of the Word with Holy Communion and Matins. 
Traditional hymns, accompanied by the organ, are sung on Sundays, and 
service sheets are provided for the congregation to follow the readings and 
join in with the psalm. 
 
  



 
 

Parish of Michaelston-y-Fedw’s has services of both Holy Eucharist and Service 
of the Word. Our worship style is contemplative, and we use either the same 
service booklets as Bedwas or the Church in Wales Book of Common Prayer 
1984.The ministry team includes clerical and lay leaders. The lay ministry team 
has been an essential part of worship delivery, welcome, intercessions and 
building maintenance. Music forms an important part of our services. Several 
non-Eucharistic services were introduced into the pattern of worship during 
the year. A good relationship with our community results in additional 
numbers at major festivals. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Service times and types 

Church name Sunday 
Eucharist 

Sunday 
 Other 

Weekday Services held in 
each church 

Shared services 
for Area held in 
one church 

St Barrwg’s (1st, 
3rd   Sundays) 

11.15a.m.  7 pm Wed 
Eucharist 
alternates 
week by week  
with non-
Eucharistic 
Service of the 
Word 

Ash Wednesday 
 
Palm Sunday 
 
Good Friday 
 
Harvest Festival 
 
Nine lessons and 
Carols 
 
Midnight Mass on 
Christmas Eve 
(except Rudry) 
 
Children’s 
Christmas service 
 

Holy Week 
Eucharist – 
evening (St B) 
 
Maundy 
Thursday Vigil 
and first 
Eucharist of 
Easter  
 
Ascension Day 
 
All Souls  
 
First Sunday 
after Christmas 
 

St Thomas’s (2nd 
and 4th  

Sundays) 
 
 

11.15 a.m.  10 am Thurs 
Eucharist 

St Barrwg’s (5th 
Sunday) 
 
 

 11.15 a.m. 
Matins 

 

St James the 
great (1st, 
2nd,4th,5th 
Sundays) 

9.30 a.m.   

St James the 
Great (3rd 
Sunday) 

 9.30 a.m 
non-
Eucharistic 
Service of the 
Word 

 

St John the 
Baptist 
 

10 a.m.  10 a.m. Wed 

St Michael 
 
 

11.15 am  9.30 am Wed 

St Michael and 
All angels 1st, 
3rd, 4th, 5th 
Sundays 
 

11.15 am   

St Michael and 
All Angels (2nd 
Sunday) 
 

 11.15 a.m. 
Matins 

 

 

 


