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Introduction 

The developing Ministry Area of Upper Islwyn serves ten churches in the South Wales Valleys from Ynysddu 

in the South, to New Tredegar in the North. Our churches are a living and active presence in our 

communities, offering activities as varied as running a community café in New Tredegar and all-age services 

in Oakdale, to traditional church services and Occasional Offices throughout the area. 

 

The churches increasingly join together for events and to share resources. The ministry team meet together 

to establish a vision for the area, to help one another out practically and to encourage one another.  For 

everyday purposes, the Ministry Area focusses into three districts – the parish of Bedwellty and New 

Tredegar (3 churches); the Benefice of Blackwood with Fleur-de-Lis (3 churches in 2 parishes), and the 

Benefice of Mynyddislwyn (4 churches). 

 

The Associate Priest (Pioneer) will work primarily within the Benefice of Mynyddislwyn, focussing on the 

community of Oakdale. The Associate Priest (Pastoral) will work primarily across the parish of Bedwellty 

and New Tredegar. 

 

 

The Ministry Team 

Father Mark Owen is our Ministry Area Leader,  

joining the team in 2014. He has oversight of the 10 churches that make up 

the proposed Ministry Area of Upper Islwyn. 

 

     

 

 

Rev’d Jane Butler joined the team as an Assistant Curate in 2015 and will 

be taking up the role of Associate Priest (Pastoral) focussing on the 

Benefice of Mynyddislwyn, working alongside the new Pioneer Priest 

 

 

Rev’d Leah Philbrick  is Community Chaplain, Associate Priest (Pioneer) based in 

Bedwellty and New Tredegar since 2013 and will be working alongside the new 

Pastoral Priest who will be focused in this area. 

 

The Ministry Area is currently supported by non-stipendiary minister 

Rev’d Brenda Jones, house for duty Rev’d Trevor Morgan, 2 Readers,  

several retired clergy and a strong group of Lay Eucharistic Ministers. 

http://cinw.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2013/02/Mark-Owen.jpg


2 

 

 

Our Churches and Communities 

- in the North (the parish of Bedwellty and New Tredegar) where the Associate Pastoral Priest will be 

based. 

 

The Parish of Bedwellty and New Tredegar is a populous (approx. 

13000 people) collection of former mining communities and an 

area of high social deprivation though with some spectacular 

social capital to match its natural beauty. 

 

Our geographical area covers the communities of Aberbargoed, New Tredegar and Phillipstown in the 

Rhymney Valley and Markham, Argoed and Hollybush in the Sirhowy Valley. Church members also come 

from the towns of Blackwood, Bargoed, Newbridge, and as far afield as Cwmbran, Crickhowell and 

Newport. There are also many from a wide geographical area who feel strong family ties with the ancient 

church at Bedwellty.  

 

Over the last nine years the parish has come to base its spiritual life and mission on a pattern of life we call 

‘Making Space’.   Making space has four areas of exploration (Quiet Space, Community Space, Green Space 

and Creative Space) which offers a pattern of prayer and framework for our ministry and mission as the 

people of God in our local area.  This framework seeks to help us discover the ‘Bywyd i bobl, bywyd ar ei 

orau’ ‘Life for people, life at its best’ that Jesus offers in John chapter 10. 

 

The Parish expresses this life in many different ways; from a pattern of morning and evening prayer, a faith 

learning group and lent groups, to arts and craft activities, tending the church gardens and allotment, 

community lime-washing days, and a regular walking group.  As part of community involvement the Parish 

runs the local Foodbank which sees volunteers from the church and community working together to 

respond to local needs. 

 

A new pioneering mission initiative that has now been running for a year is The 

Living Room Yr Ystafell Fyw, a community project tackling poverty and social 

isolation, building hope, confidence and bringing people together.  The Living 

Room runs three days a week as a community coffee shop, and is staffed by 

volunteers from church and community. The Living Room seeks to be a listening 

place that extends the mission of Making Space into the community in creative 

ways. 

 

Messy Church has been established in the parish for 5 years and forms the 

basis of our engagement with children and young people.  The parish also 

has good relationships with many of the local primary schools, hosting 

school visits, Christingles and involving them in a variety of activities. 

 

The parish has a significant ministry in the community through the pastoral offices (In 2016: 41 funerals, 4 

weddings, 9 baptisms).  There is potential to form a small team of pastoral visitors with a vision to 

strengthen our ministry to the community through the Occasional Offices and home visiting.  There is one 

nursing home in our parish and two supported living apartments/bungalows, in one of which members of 

the church lead a monthly midweek service. As a church we are rich in relationships within our 

communities and are filled with anticipation for where God is leading us beyond our church walls and how 

we join God in the work he is doing there. 
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With the changing organisation of the Diocese and Church in Wales we are seeking as a parish to develop a 

sustainable model of ministry by building a team of lay and ordained ministers with different and 

complementary gifts. This parish ministry team will be led and supported by the pastoral and pioneer 

priests working together to enable the flourishing of all God’s people in the local community. 

 

Our worship together 

 

Average Sunday attendance in 2016 was 31. Since Autumn 2013 we have been 

gathering as a united community for worship on a Sunday morning which has 

strengthened our sense of belonging together and enabled us to work together as 

we serve the local community. The number on the Electoral Roll is 90. The parish 

enjoys worshiping in both traditional and emerging patterns of worship and is 

committed to exploring ways of worship that are relevant and appropriate for 

people of all generations. Even so we recognise that our culture of worship is still 

far removed from the everyday experience of many in our local communities, and this is something that we 

would want to prayerfully consider as we move forward. 

 

Our buildings 

 

St Sannan’s Church is situated at the ridge of the Rhymney and Sirhowy Valleys 

and is one of a number of historical ridge churches (the nearest neighbours being 

Gelligaer to the West and Mynyddislwyn to the East). This ancient place of 

worship connects with many people on a deep level and we desire to see it grow 

as a place of pilgrimage and prayer. 

 

St Dingat’s, New Tredegar, is a Victorian Gothic building designed by Seddon 

and Carter and erected by local labourers in the late 19th century. It has 

been a building full of life throughout the week, though has been closed for 

the last 6 months as we have completed phase one of an imaginative 

renovation and reordering which will enhance its impact as a place of 

worship, extend its use as a community building and ensure that it is 

financially viable to maintain for future generations.  

 

St Peter’s, Aberbargoed is a 1950s building which replaced the mission hut 

that had functioned as a place of worship in Aberbargoed in previous 

decades. As well as our weekly eucharist service St Peter’s is home to 

Meithrin (a welsh language toddler group) and there is a committed 

gardening group which meets weekly (during the months of favourable 

weather!) to tend this green patch of God’s creation. The Rectory is next 

door to the church and is a modern four-bedroom building. 

 
Our Churches and Communities 

- in the Centre (Benefice of Blackwood with Fleur-de-Lis). Neither of our vacancies are based here but it is 

part of the Ministry Area of Upper Islwyn. 

 

The Benefice which lies at the centre of the Upper Islwyn Ministry Area spans the populations of 

Blackwood,  Cefn Fforest and Fleur-de-Lis (with the adjacent community of Pengam) and has churches in 

each of those communities. 

 



4 

 

   

St. David’s, Fleur-de-Lis St. Thomas’s, Cefn Fforest St. Margaret’s, Blackwood 

 

St. Margaret’s serves the town and parish of Blackwood (the biggest town in the Ministry Area, population: 

8,500). A group for adults and pre-school children runs at St Margaret’s church. ‘Little and Large’ aims to 

offer something to adults as well as their children (and grandchildren) who might otherwise feel isolated at 

home. Adults and children can take part in crafts, play, singing and conversation. 

 

 

 
‘Little and Large’ group 

 

There are strong links with the local Methodist church and an active social life which includes cheese and 

wine parties, Christmas bazaars and a Summer fete. The hall is well-used by Mother’s Union, Brownies, a 

club for older people and a community choir amongst others. 

 

St David’s and St Thomas’s make up the Parish of Fleur-de-Lis. They both have thriving community 

activities. St David’s hosts a dementia café run by the Alzeimer’s Society with volunteers from church, 

Mother’s Union, art groups and a local history group amongst other activities. The church holds a ‘light up a 

life’ service annually which is very well supported. St Thomas’s has craft clubs which also offer friendship 

and a listening ear to its members. A Reader led a Lent Course, Christian Faith in Encounter with other 

faiths (Churches Together) and she often leads services in the church. 

 

  

http://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/m167/churches-en/st-davids_-en/
http://parishes.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/177/2012/11/IMG_0010.jpg
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Our Churches and Communities - in the South (Benefice of Mynyddislwyn) 

where the Associate Pioneer Priest will based, in Oakdale. 

 

 

The Benefice takes its name from Mynyddislwyn, a mountain 

community with the ancient church of St Tudor. A Sunday 

Eucharist is held once a month (with a congregation of about 

30 people) with a midweek Eucharist on Tuesday evenings 

through the Summer months. St Tudor’s hosts an annual 

heritage day, an annual service of animal blessing and a 

community carol service attended by up to 300 people. The 

church is also used from time to time for community events 

such as concerts and for the Occasional Offices. 

 

 

 

 

Ynysddu is the most southerly community of the Benefice (and of the 

Ministry Area) and was originally developed as a community around a 

colliery. The church of St Theodore has strong links with the village 

communities, and particularly with the schools in both Ynysddu and the 

neighbouring community of Cwmfelinfach. The schools celebrate Christmas, 

Easter and harvest in church, supported by members of the congregation. 

There are positive relations between the church and chapels in the area. 

There is a weekly Sunday Eucharist in church (with a congregation averaging 

18), a small group meet to say evening prayer together on Sundays and there 

is a midweek communion service. St Theodore’s recently hosted an Emmaus 

nurture group for the Benefice. 

 

 

 

Our biggest church community, St Augustine’s, is in Pontllanfraith which 

has a Sunday congregation for the Eucharist of about 60. There is also a 

sung evensong and midweek communion service (often taken by a 

Reader). St Augustine’s has a choir which sings for special occasions 

including choral services for the major festivals. There is a good 

connection with local primary schools and with a young people’s musical 

and drama group which holds events in the church. The church has an 

adjacent hall and car park, which makes it a popular venue for 

community groups to hire and for joint services within the Benefice and 

Deanery. 
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Oakdale, like Ynysddu, was built to service a colliery. It has a village structure built around a square with a 

library, medical centre and a few local shops. The village has been significantly expanded with new housing.  

 

 

 

The church building is 60 years old and has an 

average Sunday congregation of 24 and a midweek 

communion service. From time to time  the church 

holds all-age services which increase the 

congregation to 50-80 people. The church has 

strong links with the two local primary schools 

(one English medium, one Welsh medium), with 

the curate currently being part of both Governing 

Bodies. The Welsh medium school comes into 

church each Christmas and both schools have been 

involved in all-age services. Both schools also invite 

clergy into assemblies. 

Easter Assembly  
 

Members of the congregation run a thriving toddler group each week in an attached hall. St David’s Guides 

meet there weekly and enjoys warm relationships with the church. The hall is also hired by various 

community groups. The modern, three-bedroomed vicarage is opposite the church, a short walk from the 

village centre, with two good primary schools (English and Welsh) and a new comprehensive school all 

available locally. Lay Eucharistic Ministers, together with members of the congregation and clergy support, 

offer a monthly communion service in a local residential home which provides care for people with 

dementia. A women’s fellowship group meets regularly and is the hub of 

activities which act both to raise funds and build community. This 

includes a recent fashion show (photo right).  

 

Oakdale has a strong sense of community and considerable potential for 

outward-looking mission and finding new ways of being church together. 

There are a number of people within the congregation who are willing 

and able to develop all-age provision, to lead worship and to try new 

things. We have a vision to reach out to the wider community and to 

develop different ways of making relationships and of worship that meet the needs of today’s varied 

community. The Associate Priest (pioneer) is a central part of this vision, working together with the 

Associate Priest (pastoral). 

 

 

   We enjoy one another’s company, have a group of committed people    

– and hope that you will join us! 

Benefice of Mynyddislwyn in figures 

(total across the 4 churches): 
Average Sunday Attendance: 106 
Weddings: 12 
Funerals: 63 
Baptisms: 13 


