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Welcome to another packed edition of Grapevine!
Funny, I always question whether I will have enough
interesting stories and photographs to fill 16 pages
– yet I always end up with more than I can squeeze
in! I suppose this is a reflection on how busy we are
as a Diocese and how many diverse projects and
initiatives are going on!
From Lent reflections with Bishop Richard, to the
success of our Vocations Conference and a round-up
of all that has been going on throughout the Diocese
– there should be something for everyone.

Bishop Richard talk Lent ..........................

With the golden hue of daffodils just starting to appear,
I’ve decided to give the magazine a bit of a Spring
clean – with the introduction of a few new features
which I hope you enjoy! In the coming editions, we’ll
get to find out more about what’s going on in our
schools and what it’s like to be part of a faith school.
We will also be sharing individual Journey of Faith,
gaining an insight into various aspects of church life
in our All in a Day’s Work feature and looking more
closely at Pioneer Ministry.

Journey of Faith

Something really struck me while putting together this
edition – and that’s the importance of time. Whether
we don’t have enough of it or that we don’t feel we use
what time we have wisely – making time for others
has been a theme running through most of the articles.
Whether it’s taking our mum’s out for a well-deserved
lunch; helping those in need; giving time to study or
helping young people achieve their potential – we are
surrounded by people who give their gift of time!
I’ve certainly been prompted to look more closely at
my 24 hours and reassess what I do with them!
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I

n Lent, we tend to reflect on our ongoing relationship
with God as well as with others. I recently read an
interesting poem by William Stafford, an American
poet, who challenges us to consider our lines of
communication between ourselves and others:

proclaim this universal mystery, this plan of
atonement. We acknowledge that the God
conversation still continues, but will continually need
to be communicated and experienced afresh.

For it is important that awake people be awake,
or a breaking line may discourage them back to sleep;
the signals we give--yes or no, or maybe-should be clear: the darkness around us is deep.

One of our clergy recently told me that he was
without internet connection for a number of weeks.
When the engineer eventually arrived, he discovered
that a single wire had been disconnected. A simple
tightening-up brought the world into contact again.

The theme, of being awake, reminds me of St Benedict’s
insistence that we stay alert and run toward the light,
lest the darkness consume us. The journey of Lent
follows Christ’s mission through the world of darkness:
for him, the lines of communication between God and
the disciples were essential. His cry of abandonment
on the cross is a cosmic scream into the silence
where it seems that communication has ended. My
God, where are you? It is a cry many have made.
Yet, God is still there and the resurrection event
affirms Christ’s mission and demonstrates that love
still communicates and can hold things together,
even in the darkness. Christians throughout the ages

As we use Lent as a time of self-evaluation, I hope
you will consider the strands of communication that
have been disconnected in your life. One strand, one
element missing, may have a profound impact on
how you are relating to others and your world view.
Christ can begin to heal those broken strands, if we
let him. Don’t be afraid to scrutinise yourself. Much
can go awry when we fail to pick up threads that are
left unconnected, situations or strained relationships
which are left unresolved. You won’t repair everything
in your life (let’s be realistic) but one graceful embrace
can make Lent worthwhile.
Bishop Richard

Time is a gift
Debra Goddard (editor)
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Journey of Faith
Ben’s story….

B

en once had everything he could want – he ran a
very successful business with his parents (with
hundreds of workers), had a house, a nice car, a
girlfriend and great holidays every year.
But when the company lost a big contract, drugs
became more important to him than finding new work
and the business folded.
“I tried to hide some of the money and went to prison
for fraud.

Bishop Humphrey leads a training session with Ministry Area Leaders

Didn’t they do well!

T

hree years of hard-work, commitment
and study has paid off for the first cohort
of the Ministry Area Leaders (MAL)
course which has passed with flying colours!

Working in partnership with Ripon College,
Cuddesdon, the course involves an intensive twoyears study, followed by a third-year supervised
project – leading to a MA in Ministry.
Course leader Janet Williams, said: “It is a huge
privilege for myself and colleagues at Ripon College
Cuddesdon to work alongside participants in the
Ministry Area Leaders course.
“The Diocese has entrusted them with leadership of a
vital and demanding process of change. In fellowship
and study, with love and humour, in joy and adversity,
we see that work undertaken faithfully, the Gospel
vision shared, and the life of the churches deepened.

Rev Mark Lawson-Jones, who was one of the first to
sign-up for the course, said: “The course was a
valuable experience. It became more than theology
and theories on the pages of books. It grew into a tool
to help build a ministry area with a new, vibrant focus,
looking outward from the walls of the churches to the
communities we are sent to serve.
“If we believe that the Church still has something to
say about God’s work in the world, then this course
can be the catalyst for that.”
The second cohort has already completed the
intensive two year study and is half-way through the
‘practical’ final year, while the third cohort is half-way
through the second year.
Bishop Humphrey Southern, Principal of Ripon
College, said: “I really look forward to the sessions with
Monmouth Diocese.

“We are excited and encouraged by the work already
completed by the first cohort of participants.”

“This is an extremely ambitious programme to be part
of and I’ve been humbled by the care, seriousness
and imagination of all those involved.”

The creation of ‘Ministry Areas’ is one of the most
radical changes made by the Church in Wales, and
the MAL course is just one in a raft of training
opportunities for lay and ordained ministers –
equipping them to work in larger units as part of
ministry teams and to develop specialised ministries.

Well done to Rev Peter Crocker (Post-graduate
Certificate); Rev David McGladdery (Masters Degree);
Rev Mark Lawson-Jones (Masters Degree); Rev
Jeremy Harris (Post-graduate diploma); Rev Tim
Clements (post-graduate diploma); Rev Anne
Golledge and Rev Nick Perry.
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“When I first came to Alpha, my life was quite
unmanageable. I was caught up in the madness of
drug addiction and kind of losing hope. I was living in a
homeless hostel. I had let everyone down and lost
everything. But since that first night everything has
changed.
“I loved Alpha! I went to church as a child, but Alpha
brought back to me the God I knew as a child. I had
forgotten how religious I was inside. I had been so
absorbed in drugs and covering myself in a duvet of
that.
“Jesus has made a massive difference to my life.
“Initially I had a lot of questions in my head, thinking
‘What do I do now as a Christian?’ How do I go about
worshipping God?’ I decided not to worry about that,
to just let it be natural. Jesus was talking to me every
single day, every minute of the day. I just listened to
him because he was the right person on my shoulder.
He took my desire away for my addiction. I prayed
‘Please Lord take away my addiction’ and he did it.
“Since that I just can’t tell enough people about Jesus.
I pray for people I meet on the streets and have a
desire to be involved in everything at church. I
have hope in my life for the first time in 15 years.
“It hasn’t all been plain sailing, sometimes I am
tempted to go back to my old ways and
succumb. I guess it’s a journey.
“I have now moved out of the hostel and
have my own lovely flat. I’m attending
a recovery group and getting life back
on track.”
Alpha is a series of sessions
exploring the basics of the
Christian faith. To find out
more, visit alpha.org

Ben is getting his life back on track after rediscovering God
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Connecting with the
children of God in
our schools
This is a time of change.
Change in leadership across the world – with Donald
Trump becoming the US president and, prior to that,
Theresa May becoming Prime Minister here in the UK.
In the Church in Wales, we also have change on so
many levels. I was privileged to be at the Eucharist on
Sunday 29th January when we gathered to celebrate
Archbishop Barry’s ministry over the last 16 years and
to wish him a happy retirement. The next few months
will see the election of a new Bishop for Llandaff and,
thereafter, a new Archbishop for Wales. We have also
recently welcomed the appointment of our first female
bishop - Bishop Joanna Penberthy.

Ponthir CinW Primary School pleased to be bringing the faith bag
home to share

Maybe we need to reconsider what “church” is. Is it
a building? Or is it a body of people? Which of these
understandings gets the most focus in PCC meetings?
Indeed, are we confusing one with the other?

Blaenavon Heritage CinW Primary School - Rev Rufus
leading collective worship on the sacrament of baptism

In the wider world, we have concerns about climate
change and we are under pressure to keep up with the
speed of change with technology.
In our families, our children are changing; they have
a relentless tendency to grow! We ourselves are also
changing and travelling our own life journeys while
everything around us adjusts, evolves and develops.
So, is anything constant within all this change?
What can we hang onto?
Well, we have our God, who has promised to be with
us always, no matter what (Matthew 28:20). With
this assurance, our diocesan vision is to become the
people God calls us to be – to live full lives according
to Gospel values and to grow in faith and share our
faith with our children. This vision remains relevant and
doesn’t change.

Raglan CinW Primary School –
showing their Christmas card designs
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Usk CinW Primary School - Rev Kevin
re-enacting Jesus washing the feet of
his friends at the Last Supper

So, how can our church grow in this context?

Those of us involved in education know that change
is happening there too. Curriculum reforms are being
negotiated in the light of the Donaldson Report;
Estyn inspections will be changing too – in their
implementation and focus.

Osbaston CinW Primary School school worship in the local church

Archbishop Rowan Williams CinW
Primary School - Year 4 leading
collective worship for Year 1s

Yet, when we look around, it is possible to feel
somewhat disillusioned about how things are, at the
moment, with regard to the age demographic of
church attenders. The Church in Wales Review (2012)
talked about the “dire seriousness” of the situation and
went on to state that “the number of young people
with whom the church is in contact is miniscule”.
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Maybe, instead of trying to get children and young
people into our churches (i.e., the buildings), we need
to go out of the building and be with them (i.e., the
body of people), wherever they are? Where might we
find young people, then? A good starting point might
be in our schools!
At the moment, we have 16 Church in Wales schools in
our diocese (all in the primary age range, but we’re working
on that!). These are ready-made communities of children
(at the last count, around 3840 children in total), their
families and the staff who work with them. We also
have many links with community schools across our
diocese (and very much hope to develop this further).
So, here is where we could be church. Here is our
focus… centre stage, not on the margins.
So maybe we now need to ask ourselves:
“How can I support and serve the children of God, in
our Diocese, in our communities, right here in our
schools?” … because this is how we protect the legacy
of our faith and this is how we can fulfil our own
calling – to become the people God calls us to be.

All Saints CinW Primary School prayer space in reception class

In future issues of Grapevine, we will continue to have
a focus on schools and our work with children and
young people. We will highlight the fantastic work being
done in our schools and celebrate achievements and
events. We will also explore where our schools need
support and invite you to consider how you can help,
such that we work together in our diocese for a common
and faith-filled purpose. Please keep the children and
young people of our diocese in your
prayers – they are all God’s children.
Dr Annette Daly
Diocesan Director of Education
educationmonmouth@
churchinwales.org.uk

Thank you to all of our Diocesan schools who sent in photographs for us to use; if these haven’t been included in
this edition, we intend to draw from them for future editions.
If you work with children and young people, would like to get involved or would like support in this area, please
contact Annette (details above) or our Children, Youth and Family Ministry Advisors who will be pleased to support
you in whatever way they can:
Rachel Nelmes
(rachelnelmes@churchinwales.org.uk)

MONMOUTH GRAPEVINE Spring 2017

Rev Catherine Haynes
(catherinehaynes@churchinwales.org.uk)
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All in a Day’s Work
From food banks to families affected by drugs and
alcohol and Toddler Church to Chinese Church with its city centre location, a full weekly diary and
an average footfall of 45 people a day, St Paul’s
Church in Newport has a lot going on!
When the church moved to the old Post Office in May
last year, it did so with a heart to stay focussed on mission
and to keep motivated to bring God’s kingdom to the city
centre. Since then it has continued to develop that vision.
The new building, with its glass front and glass doors,
right on the busy street, has afforded the church much
greater visibility and a higher footfall than it’s ever had.
Every day, when the doors are open people just
wander in: sometimes for specific activities, but often
just out of curiosity, or even looking to buy stamps!
The church welcomes all – starting so many
conversations and providing plenty of opportunities to
build new relationships and fulfil its aim of “Welcoming
people to meet Jesus”.
One of St Pauls’ missional partners, Amazing Grace
Spaces (AGS), has use of the church building on
Mondays. They work with the homeless and those
affected by drug and alcohol addiction. Trust needs to
be built with their guests and so having a drop- in right
in the city centre, a warm place to have a coffee and a
chat, is ideal for their work. From there, recovery and
discipleship programmes are offered.
The morning is specifically for families with drug and
alcohol problems. AGS offer support to families,
providing advocacy in dealings with Social Services,
and helping parents overcome addictions.
There are many people who are lonely and in need of
a friend. So, on Tuesdays it’s an ‘Open House’ when
people can come for coffee and a chat. The initial
vision was to reach out to the elderly, but the uptake
has mostly been by the homeless. A warm welcome is
extended to all and a comfy sofa in a safe, warm place
is a welcome rest from wandering the streets for many.
Foodbank, Alpha and the new discipleship evening,
’Deeper’ all happen on Wednesdays. Being a city centre
church affords both benefits and challenges. The
foodbank is the busiest in Newport, helping families in
crisis. The Alpha course has been challenging: Muslim
asylum seekers, (with little English), people living on
the streets or in homeless hostels, drug addicts, a
former drug dealer, and some of the most marginalised
and broken have rubbed shoulders with professionals,
retired folk, mums from our toddler group, and those
from our congregation who wanted to learn more.
Thursdays, the building resounds with the hubbub of
our thriving Toddler group. Once a month many stay

Celebrations with Mustard Seed, a Chinese church
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on for
Toddler
Church,
sharing
lunch,
listening to
a Bible story,
worshipping
and praying
together.
Friday is
Bible study
and prayer.

St Paul’s foodbank is the busiest in Newport

A group of ladies gather to knit, sew, crochet and
fellowship together on Saturday. Sometimes this
coincides with the ladies’ breakfast. Once a fortnight
‘Mustard Seed’ a Chinese church, meet in the building
offering worship activities and parenting courses for
the large Chinese community in Newport.
And Sunday … services!
Despite already being a busy church, operating seven
days a week, the vision is still so much bigger!!
Rev Justin Groves, Priest in Charge and Area Dean of
Newport, is keen to explore the possibility of St Paul’s
becoming a City Centre Resource Church.
Rev Justin explains: “City Centre Resource Churches is
an initiative of the Church of England, aiming to create
city centre hubs with a vision to bless a city and region
- focussing particularly on planting new churches,
revitalising and supporting existing churches, delivering
high quality training and events and inspiring social
transformation initiatives.”
Rev Justin sees this as a complementary approach,
that sits alongside the on-going development of
Ministry Areas, encouraging their growth and
development whilst offering another dimension.
He says: “We believe that our experiences of the last 10
years, as well as current aims and ministry traditions,
combined with an exciting new facility in a brilliant
location, gives a unique opportunity to launch us as a
Resource Church for the City of Newport. A church that
witnesses as a thriving community presence; worships
as a growing vibrant congregation; serves the poor,
vulnerable and marginalised; develops and releases
new leaders; models good practice in mission and
ministry; inspires renewal in the Church in Wales and
potentially offers training facilities and office
accommodation for the Diocese.”
So, watch this space…
For more information about St Paul’s, please visit
stpaulsnewport.org.uk

BE COMI NG T HE PE OPLE G OD CALLS US TO B E
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Focus on…

Julia Durham and Rev Jane Sims,
St Mary’s, Malpas
Can you give us a brief description
of your Ministry Area?
St Mary’s, Malpas is within the emerging Ministry Area
of Newport North with neighbouring parishes of All
Saints, Brynglas and St Davids, Bettws (which includes
a partnership with the United Reform Church).

Pioneer Ministry
Around our Diocese, many people are investing
in pioneering new ways of engaging with their
communities and new ways of being ‘church’. It’s so
exciting to see these initiatives developing and, while
it can take time, it’s great to see us moving into the
future God is calling us to.
If you’re new to pioneering, Pioneer Ministry is about
connecting with communities outside of the church
in order to build relationships and, over time, to be
church in meaningful ways.
Over the next few editions of Grapevine, we’ll be
highlighting the specific ways that some of our
Ministry Areas are pioneering. In this edition, we are
telling the story of the Lower Islwyn Ministry Area and
St Mary’s Malpas (part of the emerging Newport North
Ministry Area).
Martyn Evans,
Ministry Area Leader, Lower Islwyn Ministry Area
Can you give us a brief description
of your Ministry Area?
The Lower Islwyn Ministry Area comprises the Parishes
of Newbridge, Abercarn & Cwmcarn and Risca. There
is also a shared church St. David’s with the Methodists
in Ty Sign where the LAB team live in community in
the local Manse.
Can you tell us a bit about the journey you’ve been
on so far as a Ministry Area in terms of mission and
pioneering?
There has been a lot of talk within the Diocese about
a ‘Year of Mission’, engaging with the local community
and outreach. The big questions were; how do we
start and where?
As a Ministry Area, we had to start somewhere so we
arranged a meeting for anyone interested in Mission
and Outreach to come along one Sunday. About
30 people attended and we spent the afternoon
discussing what was meant by mission and outreach.
From this meeting, we identified three areas which just
happened to be one in each of the parishes to focus on:
1.	The need for a youth club at Pantside using St
Peter’s Church
2.	Helping to address an anti-social behaviour
problem in Cwmcarn

What are some of the key things that have
happened in Cwmcarn, Pantside and Ty Sign?
Any highlights?
•	A number of people from Pantside have a clear idea
of what they believe the community needs and are
very keen for St Peter’s to become the local hub
for some of their activities and for the church to
support them.
•	In Cwmcarn we have held several Community
Meetings to discuss the anti-social behaviour
problem which have been supported by our local
Councillor and Community Police Officer.
•	Through building up relationships, St John’s Church
in Cwmcarn was given a wonderful quilted banner
of the Nativity Scene from a local resident.
•	The Bishop came to see the LAB project in Ty Sign
and see how the parish could support them.
What new initiatives and possibilities are emerging?
•	A few of the residents from Pantside are hoping
to start a youth club for under 11s after Easter in St
Peter’s Church.
•	We are also exploring the possibility of a youth club
in Cwmcarn and how we engage with the young
people there.
•	We are also building up closer relationships with
the LAB project and they have supported all the
Ministry Area initiatives and one member has joined
the Ministry Area Council.
What are your hopes and plans for continuing to
invest in mission and pioneering?
•	We have applied for a Mission Grant and if we are
successful we are hoping to secure the services
of the LAB team on a more formal basis to help
support the whole Ministry Area.
•	To love and serve our communities by supporting
them in what they believe their communities need.
What would you say to others who are hoping to
connect with their communities in new ways?
I have been amazed at what’s on my doorstep simply by talking and listening to people and building
relationships. So, don’t be afraid and think that you
have to have a clear vision or plan as the Holy Spirit
will guide you.

Can you tell us a bit about the journey you’ve been
on so far as a Ministry Area in terms of mission and
pioneering?
In early December 2015, the church leadership team
held a Vision Day.
The day was well-attended and provided much food
for thought. Four key areas of priority and focus for
mission were identified, these include:
1.	Children, Young people and families
2.	Areas of deprivation, such as homelessness
and addiction
3.	People in the community who are vulnerable,
bereaved or lonely
4.	Discipleship of all of God’s people, throughout their
spiritual journey.
What new initiatives have you started
or are you starting?
•	Discipleship
Following on from the Vision Day, where the heart for
prayer was quite clear, a Mission Prayer Group was
established. A six session course based on the Mission
Shaped Introduction course was delivered.
•	Deprivation
The church has developed teams to support projects
with partners, and church members have been
rising up to love and serve in the wider community,
including the Night Shelter and the Eden Gate project
‘Sunday Munch’.
•	Vulnerable, bereaved or lonely
The parish is, in parts, quite elderly and we noticed
that there were large numbers of families experiencing
bereavement and illness in the area. In response to
this we have been developing a Pastoral Team, some
with specific lay ministries for eucharistic, end of life or
bereavement support.

•	
We have run some outreach messy church style
sessions with the local nursery and their parents/
guardians. These are now scheduled in once a term
for the rest of the year.
•	
Developing a lunch club with our baby/toddler
mums and possibly baptism families to explore faith.
•	
Developing a Messy Church which will run across
the Newport North Ministry area.
•	
Developing a Monthly All Age service, using the
Explore Together concept developed by Scripture
Union
What are your hope and plans for continuing to
invest in mission and pioneering?
We are really encouraged by the potential for the three
churches to come together, develop ideas and pool
resources, ideas and the talents. We have noticed a
particular willingness for people to travel across parish
boundaries.
What would you say to others who are hoping to
connect with their communities in new ways?
Underpin everything with prayer; we have been
blessed with people in our church who are brimming
with ideas and, don’t get us wrong, we know it is
sometimes difficult enough to do the ‘day job’ let alone
to develop outreach in the community.
Be prepared to take risks – for those in the church
who have been around the block a few times, it can
sometimes feel outreach will never work! We have
found it appropriate to remember that we are where
we are, when we are, with what we’ve got!
Put your money/talent/time where your mouth is
– when we committed to mission, money became
available, we invested in that mission in the form of
the Parish Coordinator. This has been a blessing to the
work of mission for us.
Try and remember what it’s like to be in the community
and spend time in the community, without an agenda!
perhaps sign up to online message boards and see
what people post, what is going on in their world.
To Find out more about pioneering, please contact
Diocesan Pioneering Officer Helen Shepherd at
helenshepherd@churchinwales.org.uk

•	Children, Young people and Families
The area of families and young people has seen the
most activity and the church has been encouraged,
from a number of different places, to develop this area.
•	
Instead of one person leading assemblies in
the local church schools, we have developed a
storytelling team which goes into more of the local
schools under the ‘Open the book’ banner.

3. Supporting the LAB team in Risca
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People and places

A change to the usual Family
Christingle Service in Trellech
prompted a fantastic outreach
opportunity!
After a quick hymn, two-thirds
of the congregation set off in
groups, visiting three small areas
of new homes in Trellech. The
children took christingles to give
their new neighbours and the
parents and other adults took
welcome packs and a card with
service details.

Jeff Pearse, who has served as a
Licensed Lay Minister in
Abergavenny for the past six years,
has been Ordained Deacon by
the Bishop of Monmouth at
Newport Cathedral.
Welcoming his ordination,
Canon Mark Soady said: “Jeff is a
very gifted preacher whose
sermons have been a blessing to
us here! I look forward to seeing
is other skills at work in his new
expanded ministerial role.”
Deacon Jeff is expected to be
Priested at Petertide 2017.

12

A giant frieze, depicting different
aspects of church life, is on display
at St Mary’s Church, Malpas.
Created by church member Jan
Parsons and constructed with
the help of others within the
church, the three-dimensional
frieze is 15ft long by 4ft high,
consisting of 26 15inch panels
and one large panel.
The frieze took 10 months to
complete and is on display in
the Cloister room. Why not go
and have a look – if you go on a
Friday at 10am you may even
get a biscuit and a cuppa!

St Mary’s Church,
Croesyceiliog, is celebrating the
installation of a new roof after
raising £60,000 through its Raise
the Roof appeal.
Thanks to the faith, commitment,
hard work and generosity of its
church goers and the local
community the money was
raised in just three years.
It was a real team effort and a
testament to all those involved.
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During the Candlemas Service in
Henllys, some of the older
children at the Worship Centre
led prayers to reflect on Jesus as
the light of the world through
using words and art.

Bishop Richard presented a
cheque for £1,035.00, on behalf
of All Saints, Brynglas to Sarah
Davies and David Hope for the
charity, Emily’s Star.

Youngsters enjoy Candlemas
Service at St Cadoc’s, Caerleon.
Club Rock, St Mary’s, Magor,
celebrated Candlemas with the
story of the presentation of
Jesus in the temple and the
words of Simeon.
The Club Rock board celebrates
the words that Jesus would be “a
light to reveal God’s will”.
And in true Club Rock tradition
they made cake candles (and ate
them very quickly!)

Holy Trinity Church,
Abergavenny was full to
capacity for the now annual
Plygain Service. While this
traditional service of Welsh
Christmas Carols normally takes
place in the early morning - the
literal meaning fo Plygain is
Cock crow we met in the
evening followed by a great
supper in the Church Hall.
This was a great Mission and
Outreach opportunity to people
we might not otherwise reach.

Licensing at Caldicot of Richard
Reardon, who was inducted as
Rector of the Benefice of
Caldicot.
It’s great to see St Luke’s
church, Abercarn, has reopened
its doors following a two-year
closure for urgent building work.

The charity raises awareness of
Trisomy 18, also known as
Edwards Syndrome, which is the
second most common
syndrome in children.

St Thomas’, Maesglas had a
fantastic few weeks hosting
visits from classes at Duffryn
Infant School. It looks like they
all had a great time too!!

Sadly, Sarah and David’s daughter
Ffion died from this syndrome
during Sarah’s pregnancy and
the funeral service was held at
the church.
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Vocations Conference
“You must seek the Lord your God in the place that He will choose”
“Vocation is being the person God has called me to be”
Our Vocations Conference was a great success with
almost 100 people from across four dioceses
(Monmouth, Llandaff, Swansea & Brecon, and St Asaph)
spending the day exploring more about this calling.
Speakers from across the UK talked about lay,
monastic, chaplaincy, pioneer and ordained vocations
looking at three different sections of the journey vocation; faith and spirituality.
Rev Becca Stephens, Assistant Curate of The Rectorial
Benefice of Cwmbran, Young Vocations Advisor for
Monmouth Diocese, said: “It was a chance for all those
starting or already on the vocational journey to listen,
question and join together in community.
“The speakers were all very thought-provoking and
gave us plenty to ponder.

The speakers - Dr Eeva John; Rev Kathy Jones; Jonny
Baker; Revd Wendy Taylor; Prior Oswin, Sister RosalindMary and Rev Ian Rees each spoke for five to 10
minutes in turn on the same topic followed by a
challenging Question and Answer session.
The conference ended by joining together in worship.
Bishop Richard presided at the Eucharist while Rev
Jeremy Duff preached.

What’s On

On the move

Time for Mission – Tell

Coming

Wednesday 19 April, 7-9pm

Rev Richard Reardon –
to become rector of the Caldicot Benefice

Newport Cathedral, NP20 4EA
Rev Dr Mike Pears, Director of Urban and missions
tutor at Bristol Baptist College. He has been
involved in urban ministry, mission and church
planting for more than 30 years.
Free event, all welcome
Contact Libbie O’Brien on 01633 267490 to book a
place or email libbieobrien@churchinwales.org.uk

Time for Mission – Teach
Tuesday 23 May, 7-9pm

A last piece of advice offered from Jonny Baker as we
pursue our vocations was to “use what helps, and
avoid what hinders.”

Abergavenny Priory Centre, NP7 5ND

To find out more about vocation, please visit
http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/work-with-us/
explore-your-vocation/

Free event, all welcome

Rev Dr Jeremy Duff, Principal of St Padarn’s Institute,
Cardiff
Contact Libbie O’Brien on 01633 267490 to book a
place or email libbieobrien@churchinwales.org.uk

Time for Mission – Transform

“We were reminded that when the angel first appeared
to Mary he said: “Do not be afraid” and often we need
to remember that as we step forward on our own
vocational journeys.

Tuesday 21 September
Newport Cathedral, NP20 4EA

Jeff Pearse –
ordained as Deacon
Simon Pratt –
Commissioned into the Holywell
Community as Concentor

Going
Charlie Shepherd –
moving to be Diocesan Training Officer
at St Padarn’s Institute
Richard Jones –
leaving as Ministry Area Development
& Stewardship Officer
Jim Thompson –
leaving as safeguarding support officer
Best wishes and blessings on those moving on in
ministry, thank you for your ministry in the Diocese
of Monmouth.
Please continue to remember in prayer all who are
taking on new roles or retiring from formal ministry.

Alun Michael, Police & Crime Commissioner, former
First Minister, former chair Christian Socialist
Movement

“A crucial point brought up by all our speakers was the
need to listen as “God spoke then as he speaks today,
do we listen when God is speaking.”

Free event, all welcome
Contact Libbie O’Brien on 01633 267490 to book a
place or email libbieobrien@churchinwales.org.uk

Time for Mission – Treasure
Tuesday 7 November
Griffithstown Church Hall, NP4 5LT
Bishop Andy John, Bishop of Bangor and lead
bishop for stewardship and giving
Free event, all welcome
Contact Libbie O’Brien on 01633 267490 to book a
place or email libbieobrien@churchinwales.org.uk

A special farewell to Dr Barry Morgan, who has
retired as the Archbishop of Wales after nearly 14
years at the helm of the Church in Wales.
Visit www.churchinwales.org.uk

Celebration of Lay Ministry
Sunday 16 July, 3pm
Newport Cathedral, NP20 4EA
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Time is a gift
Mothering Sunday was originally a
time when people returned to the
church, in which they were baptised
or where they attended services
when they were children. This
meant that families were reunited
as adults returning to the towns
and villages where they grew up.
So Mothering Sunday has traditionally
brought many people home. ‘Home’
means many different things to
different people but home is often
where the heart is. Our heart and
treasure are linked together.
Through no fault of their ‘own’
countless numbers of people
around the world are away from
the place they would call home
and those they dearly love.
As a child I remember Cilla
Black’s show Surprise, Surprise
and watching the reactions and
expressions of joy as families were
reunited, but I also remember
feeling a sense of sorrow over the
time that had been lost.

Last Saturday, I called in to a
busy shop and tried to avoid
making eye contact with
the young man assigned to
welcome in the shoppers.
His question took me by
surprise, ‘Are you a teacher?’
As I looked at him I saw the
face of the boy I had taught
some years ago. Time had
certainly passed by and in
that brief moment we were
reunited by memories that had
stood the test of time.
I am sure there are many people,
like me, who wish they could turn
the clocks back for some reason
or another. I have also heard it said
that time is not on our side, but if
we turn this around and see time
is on our side then perhaps we
would learn to value it and
use it to our advantage.

This Mothering Sunday I plan to
arrange a surprise or two and hope
to spend some time with my family
and friends. It is a time to cherish
and remember we are called to
love and serve one another.
Rachel Nelmes
Children, Youth & Family
Ministry Advisor

It is so easy for us to take our loved
ones for granted and at the same
time ache for those no longer with
us who we miss so much.
I sometimes wonder what is it about
our culture today that demands
our children grow up so quickly.
My baby boy has a beard now; he’s
a young man already. Where has
the time gone? I am seriously
asking myself more and more
what should I be doing with my
time, am I spending it wisely?
During a recent project it
dawned on me that we are all in the
process of making more memories
for ourselves and for others,
especially those we love and hold
dear. Time is very precious. I am
very fortunate to have some
wonderful memories of my
childhood and I am very grateful
for these as they have helped me
through life’s challenges.
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