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Becoming the people God calls us to be 
Newport Cathedral was full almost to capacity on two days 
at the end of June as we celebrated the ordination of six 
Priests and five Deacons over Petertide weekend, 27 and 28 
June. 
On Saturday, Bishop Richard welcomed friends, family and 
parishioners of the six Priests to share in their special day.  
Their pre-ordination retreat had been led by the Very 
Reverend Andrew Nunn, and he preached at the ordination. 
Among those being ordained as priests is Jane Avery, who 
says: “If you want to make God laugh, tell him your plans - 
that certainly applied to me when, at the age of 69, it was 
suggested that my name be submitted for consideration for 
ordination. I thought retirement beckoned! God has changed 
me in so many subtle ways and opened my eyes to all the 
good gifts He has in store for me.” 
Pamela Love, says: “I would ask people to pray that God will 
grant me enough time to see the full flourishing of Ministry 
Areas into the inclusive church I feel God wants us to be.” 
On Sunday, another set of family, friends and parishioners 
filled the Cathedral with praise as five Deacons were 
ordained, including our first  Pioneer Minister, James Henley, 
who will be ministering out of St Paul’s in Newport.  James 
feels a very special calling to serve in the area in which he 
feels God has placed him: “I feel that God is calling me to be 
his hands and feet in places, and alongside people, that the 

church wouldn’t otherwise reach.”  
Bishop Richard added: “I am delighted that we have a wide 
range of ordinands this year which reflects the diversity of 
the church.  In particular it is good to welcome James Henley 
as Deacon for he will be the first pioneer minister of the 
Diocese.  James will work in the community of Duffryn in 
Newport and has a special brief to connect with non 
churchgoers.  This is the way forward in mission and I hope 
others will follow as pioneers in the future.” 
 

 Ordained as priest: 
 Philip Godsell (Rectorial Benefice of Cyncoed) 
 Jane Avery (Llandogo with Whitebrook Chapel and 
 Tintern Parva) 
 Linda Batt (Rectorial Benefice of Magor) 
 Rose-Mary Dagger (Llandogo with Whitebrook Chapel 
 and Tintern Parva) 
 Pamela Love (Usk Ministry Area) 
 Rebecca Stevens (Bedwas with Machen, Michaelston y 
 Fedw and Rudry) 
 

 Ordained as deacon: 
 Jane Butler (Mynyddislwyn) 
 Hilary Prest (Rectorial Benefice of Bassaleg) 
 Susan Hobbs (Pontnewydd) 
 James Henley (Pioneer Minister St Paul’s, Newport) 
 Jane Sims (Malpas) Bishop Richard with new Deacons 

Bishop Richard with new Priests 





2015 Petertide Ordinations 

Priests (l-r): Philip Godsell; Jane Avery; Linda Batt; Rose-Mary Dagger; Pamela Love; Rebecca Stevens 

Deacons (l-r): Jane Butler; Hilary Prest; Susan Hobbs; James Henley; Jane Sims 



If you were anywhere near Newport Cathedral on 
the morning of Thursday 25 June, you will have been 
aware of the arrival of a large number of coaches and 
hundreds of children. 
About 550 children and 50 adults from our Diocesan 
Church Schools filled the Cathedral for the annual 
Leavers’ Service. 
The service, organised by Canon Dr Stephen James, 
Diocesan Director of Education, began with a welcome 
from Archdeacon Jonathan Williams and a procession 

of school banners. This was followed by some lively 
worship songs interspersed with Bible readings and 
prayers written and read by the children. 
Bishop Richard used a variety of visual clues to talk to 
the children about journeys. He hoped that as the 
children continue their journeys through life, they 
would be guided by the Christian values learned and 
practised in our Church Schools. 

Cathedral filled to 
capacity for 

Leavers’ Service 

Pioneer Ministry 
I wanted to let you all know about some exciting 
things going on in our Diocese to help develop 
Pioneer Ministry.   
If you’re unsure what Pioneer Ministry is, I see it as 
being about discovering new ways of being church that 
might connect with people who don’t easily engage 
with current forms of church. 
If you heard my talk at the Diocesan vision conference, 
you’ll know that I’m hoping to see a ‘Mixed Economy’ 
of church develop – lots of different styles and ways of 
being church that connect with lots of different groups 
within our communities: Can you identify groups in 
your community who aren’t currently connecting with 
church?  Would you like to see new forms of church 
develop that might connect more easily with these 
groups?  If so, please do get in touch and I’d love to 
support you in that.   
There’s a growing network of mission-hearted people 
within our Diocese who are involved in the 
development of new ways of being church, and we’d 
love you to be part of it!    Some of the things that are 
going on to support mission-minded people are: 
The Pioneer Hub 
Our Diocese is part of an ecumenical Pioneer Hub that 
seeks to support people interested in pioneering.  As 
part of this, we organise events where people can 
discover more about Pioneer Ministry.  In July we had 
two visits to pioneer projects, which were an 
opportunity to see Pioneer Ministry in action.   One of 
the visits was to Llan, a new monastic community in 
Cardiff, and one was to a community garden project in 
Ross on Wye.   

Small Groups 
As part of the Pioneer Hub, we have formed some 
small groups that meet to encourage each other and 
to share ideas about fresh expressions of church.  At 
the moment, we have one that meets in the Chepstow 
area and one that meets in Newport.  These are an 
opportunity to meet other mission-minded people 
from the local area.  We take time to share about what 
we’re involved in and what we hope to see develop.  
Do let me know if you’d like to be part of a small group 
in your area. 
Mission Shaped Ministry course 
The Mission Shaped Ministry course is a fantastic way 
to discover more about how to develop new forms of 
church in your community.  We are now running the 
course in a small group model.  This means groups 
from specific areas of our Diocese come together to 
take part in the course as a team.  They are then able 
to directly apply the learning to their local context and 
to what they are going to do together to develop new 
forms of church.  We are starting in the Netherwent 
and Bassaleg deaneries in September and hope to run 
in the Raglan and Usk deanery in 2016.  If you would 
like the course to run in your local area, do let me 
know.   
  
 
 Helen Shepherd 
 Pioneer Ministry Development Officer 
 Tel: 01291 672961 
 Email: helenshepherd@churchinwales.org.uk 
 Web: www.thepioneerhub.org.uk 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/thepioneerhub  
 Twitter: @pioneer_mon 



St George’s Church Tredegar held a party with a purpose in partnership 
with the charity ‘Sole Hope’.  Everyone was a little intrigued when the 
party was advertised as a shoe cutting party and they were told to turn 
up with any old denim and a scissors.   

 
Sole Hope work in Uganda and give out lifesaving 
closed toe shoes for children in remote villages.  
Most children in Uganda don’t own a pair of 
closed toe shoes, some walk around bare footed 
and others have flip flop type shoes.  You may 
wonder why the closed toe part would be so 
important, well there are some nasty little 
critters in Uganda called ‘jiggers’.  Jiggers are a 
type of sand flea that burrow under the skin of 
hands and feet.  They use the skin as a place to 
lay their eggs and the effects can be debilitating.  
For many children, having jiggers is seen as a 
form of curse or witchcraft, they are often 
ostracised and many lose out on their education, 
but Sole Hope offer a future filled with HOPE. 

 
Sole Hope offer clinics where people can come along and 
have their jiggers removed.  After treatment, each 
person is then given a pair of shoes.  The people of St. 
George’s and a few neighbouring churches were able to 
put the shoe making into action.  After watching the 
DVD, they were given patterns to copy and cut and the 
shoe making process began.  The shoes cut out during 
the evening will make their way to Uganda where a shoe 
maker will sew the patterns together and add a sole 
made of recycled tyres. To ensure the shoe maker gets a 
fair wage, each shoe cutter was asked to make a 
donation of £5 to sponsor their pair of shoes.  On the 
night we cut 55 pairs of shoes and a few people took 
patterns away to cut some more at home, meaning we have nearer a 100 pairs of shoes to be delivered to 
Uganda this summer.  That’s 100 children with lifesaving shoes on their feet.  
 

The generosity of people meant we raised a heap of money too and the best part was, some people went 
away, truly touched by what they saw and shared the stories with family and friends who went on to add to 
our grand total.  The total raised that night for Sole Hope now stands at £140.  On top of this we also had a 
Ugandan gift shop available selling jewellery, aprons and bags made in Uganda by people with special needs.  

All the profit raised from the shop went to a local charity working in 
Uganda called Cornerstone Uganda. 
 
If you’d like any more information on the charities mentioned here, 
purchasing any of our Ugandan gift shop items, or our Ugandan links, 
please contact Natasha, our group organiser, 
atnatashas.africa@gmail.com.  To find out more about Sole Hope, 
visit www.solehope.com 

Natasha  Powles (www.natashas-africa.blogspot.com) 

Sole Hope 



Bishop Richard hosts interfaith meeting 

The Bishop of Monmouth The Rt Revd Richard Pain and the High Sheriff 
of Gwent Lt Col A S Tuggey DL met with representatives of the Muslim 
Community recently at Bishopstow.  
Present at the meeting were Saleh Abdul Baqi President of the Newport 
Chapter of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association UK and Ifthir Ahmed, 
Convener, COMMON (Council of Mosques and Muslim Organisations of 
Newport) together with Revd Michael Jarman Interfaith Office for the 
Diocese of Monmouth. Discussions focused on a better understanding of 
each others beliefs and traditions and ways of co-operating for the benefit 
of the wider community. 

Pictured (l-r) Ifthir Ahmed; Lt Col Andrew Tuggey;  
Rt Revd Richard Pain; Saleh Abdul Baqi; Revd Michael Jarman 

Monmouth2020 
Throughout the month of June, various Officers 
have shared in Deanery Conferences across the 
Diocese.  Across the eight Deaneries, over 500 
people have gathered to discuss the future of the 
Diocese and the opportunities adopting Ministry 
Areas will afford their congregations, as well as 
airing and discussing concerns in an open 
environment, in an open forum chaired by local 
Archdeacons. 
There have been several key themes which have 
emerged from these Conferences, the first and most important is that above the structural reorganisation 
involved in the creation of new Ministry Areas, the focus is on mission and is grounded in prayer. 
At every conference, people have reinforced that a key opportunity in establishing new Ministry Areas is the 
sharing of good ideas and better fellowship across parishes.  Although some were concerned about how far 
clergy would be stretched; this is an opportunity, as well, for more Lay Ministry, which is a key element of our 
Diocesan Strategy going forward. 
Deanery Conferences have also given people around the Diocese opportunity to meet members of the team 
and find out what support can be offered to help churches fulfil their mission in their local community. 
The formation of Ministry Areas is an ongoing process.  The first group of Ministry Area Leaders are about to 
enter their third year, which is largely practical work within the emerging Ministry Areas; Group Two are 
coming to the end of their first year and the third group are about to embark on the three year course.  
Richard Jones, Ministry Area Development & Stewardship Officer is busy getting out and meeting with 
participants in their parish setting to explore in detail local Ministry Area Development to date, local 
strengths and weaknesses, support requirements from the Diocese, and an agreed timetable for further 
Ministry Area Development and eventual commissioning. 
 

Grants and Funding  
As part of the work to form new Ministry Areas, there is a grant available to help locally with this formation.  
Grants can be used for anything associated with forming new Ministry Areas, such as: promotional materials; 

purchase of equipment for new 
office; administrative or 
professional software; training fees 
to help build capacity and upskill 
volunteers; purchase of mission 
resources, e.g. messy church or 
Godly play materials.  

 For more information or to apply for a grant, please contact:  
 Sharon Smith (sharonsmith@churchinwales.org.uk) or  
 Richard Jones (richardjones@churchinwales.org.uk)  
 in the Diocesan Office on 01633 267490  
 or visit: monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/grants-and-funding 



Do you want to see more children, 
young people and families in your 
church? What’s your vision for the 
future? A vibrant church filled with 
joyful people of all ages? We 
certainly hope so!  
 

The CYFMA team is a recent 
development of the Monmouth 
2020 Strategy and we are here to 
encourage you and to help support 
mission and ministry in your area. 
 

We have a wide range of experience 
to offer with many different 
resources and training events to 
help you. Whatever you do in your 
area to share the love of Jesus with 
children, young people or families, 
we want to know about it! Even if 
you think you don’t need our help, 
others may need your help. Sharing 

good practice is really important, so 
please don’t be shy: enabling others 
to see what can be done and 
explaining how you do it, is 
invaluable.  So, if you’re doing 
something really well, make sure we 
know. 
 

There are many practical ways to 
help out and develop your 
relationship with your local schools. 
Hard-pressed teachers would be 
very grateful for volunteers from 
the local churches to take 
assemblies. This is an excellent way 
of getting to know the children and 
connect with the young people in 
your area. If you would like to do 
this, there are brilliant resources to 
use and we are more than willing to 
help and guide you in this important 
ministry. It is wonderful for children 
and their families to participate in 
church celebrations at Harvest, 
Christmas and Easter but our 
churches can do so much more.  We 
can, as local church communities, 
offer hospitality and support local 
schools by providing refreshments 
at Sports Day, Eisteddfod, concerts 
and performances, etc. Building up 
such links and relationships is 
important if we are serious about 
seeing more children, young people 
and families in our churches. Our 
lives should demonstrate God’s love 
and, as we share 
His love, this will 
have an impact 
upon others. 
 

Sad to say, many 
families can feel 
unwelcome and 
unwanted in 
church because 
children can be 

noisy. By providing a designated 
children’s area in church with soft 
toys, interesting story sacks and 
liturgy boxes, we can ensure that 
families feel welcome and children 
engage in worship too. If you would 
like some help and ideas to do this 
in your church, please contact us.  
 

Young people need the space and 
opportunity to grow in faith in their 
own way and to be able to ask 
questions in a non-judgemental 
environment. Development of 
youth work in your parish or 
ministry area can be challenging, 
but ultimately very rewarding.  We 
are continuing to build up resources 
in the Diocesan Office to help with 
this important ministry. 
 

Messy Church is well established in 
some areas and attendance is good. 
Families are always very 
appreciative when their needs are 
being considered. If you want to 
explore Messy Church, we are here 
to help you to get started. 
 

Whatever you’re planning to do, we 
are here to help and will be more 
than happy to discuss your ideas 
with you. We’re all called to share 
our bread and fish, just like the little 
boy in the Gospel.  Let’s give what 
we have to Jesus: He will bless it 
and bring the increase.  

Children, Youth &  
Families Ministry  

Advisors (CYFMAs) 

For help with Children, Youth and 
Families Ministry in your parish or 
Ministry Area, please ring the 
Diocesan Office on 01633 267490 and 
talk to your nearest contact: 
 
For the Area Deaneries of Monmouth, 
Abergavenny, Raglan & Usk, and 
Netherwent: 
Rev Catherine Haynes – CYFMA  
catherinehaynes@churchinwales.org.uk   

 
For the Area Deaneries of Newport and 
Bassaleg: 
Pam Richards – CYFMA  
pam.j.richards@btinternet.com  
 
For the Area Deaneries of Bedwellty 
and Pontypool: 
Rachel Nelmes – CYFMA 
rachelnelmes@churchinwales.org.uk  

mailto:catherinehaynes@churchinwales.org.uk
mailto:pam.j.richards@btinternet.com
mailto:rachelnelmes@churchinwales.org.uk


Christian 
Aid Week  

 

I’d like to say a big 
thank you to all the 
churches across the 
Diocese that 
participated in 
Christian Aid week this 
year. Whether you 
collected, prayed, 
spoke or baked, you 
made a difference in 
the life of Loko who 
lives in an Ethiopian 
village. Loko walked 
miles each week to get 
firewood to sell – otherwise she feared her children 
would starve. But thanks to your contribution to 
Christian Aid week, Loko now has the cow that she so 
desperately needed. 
As your Diocesan representative for Christian Aid, I 
spoke at two school assemblies and a church 
children’s group in Grosmont where we aimed to moo
-ve over poverty by making cows in which to collect 
money during Christian Aid week. I helped with the 
collection in Usk, where together with monies from a 
concert and coffee morning in the locality, we raised 
over £2000. A lunch and collection in the Grosmont 
area raised almost £2000 and I know that so many 
more of you worked hard to raise money too. Thank 
you again! You made a difference in Loko’s life. 

 

Pamela Mason 

Headteachers’  
Quiet Day 2015 

 

On June 23rd Head teachers and Bishop’s Visitors 
from all the Church schools in the Diocese were 
invited to a ‘Quiet Day’ at Llantarnam Abbey.   
This year the day was led by our Director of Education, 
Canon Dr Stephen James, who retires from his post at 
the end of this academic year.  
Appropriately we focused on ‘time’, a valuable gift for 
all who work in our schools, and then ‘God’s time’. 
Such a special day for all who joined together; time for 
quiet and thoughtfulness, on a beautiful summer’s 
day. 
Many thanks to Canon Stephen for organising and 
leading this day again this year. We wish him and his 
wife Sue, a well deserved, Happy Retirement. 
 

Janet Jones 

The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham has been a place where faithful Christians have 
gone to seek healing and wholeness since the eleventh century.  The current Archbishop of 
Canterbury, The Right Reverend Justin Welby, has described it as one of the most 
important religious centres in Northern Europe.  Each year the shrine welcomes around 
200,000 pilgrims, 1,000 of them on one day in May, the month of Mary, for the National 
Pilgrimage.   
This year, once again in the region of 1,000 pilgrims flocked to this small village in Norfolk 
to worship together in the shadow of the Feast of Pentecost, reflecting upon Mary in her 
role as the Life Giving Spring - the theme for the Shrine this year.  The Dean of Westminster 
The Reverend Dr John Hall preached; the Bishop of Burnley the Right Reverend Philip North 
celebrated the Eucharist; and one of our Deacons, the Reverend Philip Godsell, Curate of the Rectorial Benefice 
of Cyncoed, took part in the worship of the day, acting as Deacon of the Blessed Sacrament at Exposition and 
Benediction.   It was a great honour for our Diocese to be represented in this way on such a prominent occasion 
and Deacon Philip carried out his responsibilities with grace and humility. 
This year Bishop Richard has encouraged us to Walk with Mary as part of our Christian lives and witness.  In our 

own diocese there are four priory churches dedicated to her and many others beside.  In our visit to 

Walsingham we will seek to find comfort and renewal in being in the presence of her Son.  So we ask for your 

prayers for those who seek to make pilgrimage to this place.   



People and Places 

The parish of Llanfrechfa 
celebrated when their priest, 
Revd Richard Reardon, 
married Dr Avegayle Perez 
Terrado.  I’m sure you will join 
with us in wishing the happy 
couple many years of wedded 
bliss. 

On Friday 12 June the 
founder of Street Pastors, 
Revd. Les Isaac, visited Ebbw 
Vale and went out on patrol 
with the Ebbw Vale Street 
Pastor team, in a visit 
marking the 5th anniversary 
of the Street Pastor ministry 
in the town.  Amongst the 
team that night were two 
from Christ Church: Angela 

Edwards and Catherine Wright. They were also joined by local MP, Nick 
Smith, Team Leader Richard Beard and the Ebbw Vale Street Pastors 
Coordinator, Wayne Evans, Senior Pastor of Church on the Rise, 
Beaufort, Ebbw Vale. 
They went out in two teams and, during their patrol, spoke to several 
people on the streets of our town.  Street Pastors carry First Aid 
equipment, water, flip flops and the ultimate weapon… lollipops!!!  This 
ministry is just one example of how the members of the church interact 
with their local community. 

On Sunday 7 June, Christchurch Govilon had an 
historic event for the church, with the Baptism of 
eighteen-month-old triplets. The two girls and a boy 
were baptised by the Revd Francis Buxton assisted 
by the Revd Dr Chris Walters.  
The proud parents are Alan and Melissa Conway. The 
triplets are Sophie May, Freya Lowri and William 
Timothy. 

The Llanddewi Rhydderch Memorial Meadow 
which was made possible by a generous grant 
from the National Lottery, was officially opened 
on Saturday 4 July. 
Blaenafon Town Band played throughout and 
after the ceremony, adding to the atmosphere, 
and the Last Post was  played beautifully by 
Lucinda Gough, from the Band. 
Marianne Nichols, who heads the research team 
gave a brief history of one of the soldiers, 
followed by the blessing of the meadow and 
memorial by the Bishop of Monmouth The Right 
Revd Richard Pain with additional prayers by The 
Venerable Ambrose Mason, Archdeacon of 
Monmouth.  
Representatives from the Royal Welsh Regiment, The Former Monmouthshire Regiment, South Wales 
Borderers and the Royal British Legion with their Standards took a very important and moving part in the 
proceedings. 
Wreaths were laid by: Sir Simon Boyle Lord Lieutenant of Gwent on behalf of the Sovereign and Nation. The 
Royal British Legion & Mr Robert Doyle of Llanddewi Rhydderch on behalf of the Church and Community. 

(image used by kind permission from Abergavenny Chronicle) 



People and Places 
Canon Dr Stephen James and Canon Mark 
Soady were admitted to the Venerable Order 
of St John at a special ceremony at Llandaff 
Cathedral.   
They are pictured with Rebecca Smith, 29, 
daughter of Diocesan Accountant, Sharon 
Smith, who was honoured with a Long Service 
medal.  Rebecca has been active with her local 
St John’s Brigade since the age of 8.  

A wonderful 70th. 

Anniversary VE event took 

place at St Michael & All 

Angel's, Llantarnam.  The 

evening involved dancing to 

1940s music, buffet supper 

in the ‘Underground’, a fun 

quiz and entertaining 

sketches. Guests, ranging 

from 5 months old to over 

90 years of age, dressed in 

1940s dress.  The evening raised £110 for SSAFA, a 

charity which supports Forces families, and £700 for 

the Church.  

St. George’s 
Church, Tredegar 
became alive with 
the sound of music 
on Saturday 20 
June when the very 
talented De Gruchy 
– Lambert Family 
took to the stage 
to help support the Church Restoration Fund.  A 
mixture of song, cello, piano, trumpet and harpsichord 
echoed around the church building all afternoon and 
Fr. John Davis closed the concert with the words from 
Psalm 150:3-6, which summed up the afternoon 
precisely.  The concert was followed by a cream tea 
with strawberries.  The concert raised £1334 for the 
Church Restoration Fund which hopes to make our 
church more accessible to all. 

On Sat 13 June, St Thomas a Becket, 

Shirenewton shared with the village in the 

annual Fete, having a full and exciting day and 

raising £5,200 for the Church and the 

community projects it supports. 

On Tuesday 12 May the children of 

Charles Williams Church in Wales 

Primary School were invited to sing in 

Caerleon Town Hall as part of Christian 

Aid week. Twenty nine children from the 

school’s thriving Bible Club sang a 

collection of their favourite hymns and 

songs for people from the local 

community. The children listened to a 

Christian Aid talk and learnt the 

importance of being generous to others. 

This event raised over £200 for Christian 

Aid.  The school’s Bible Club is run by Mrs Kathryn Sperry and Mrs Julie Heseltine-Smith, who are always 

happy to support and be a part of community events sharing the Christian ethos with others. 



Bishop Richard visited St Teilo's Church, 
Llantilio Pertholey to confirm 12 
members of the congregation and to 
christen many of them as well. He was 
welcomed by the vicar, Revd Julian 
Gray . At the service Revd John Hughes 
was licensed by the Bishop to officially 
become the associate priest to the 
parishes of Llantilio Pertholey with 
Bettws and Llanddewi Skirrid. 
The candidates included nine Year 6 
pupils from Llantilio Pertholey Primary 
School. They were: Lily Chiplin, Shaun 
Edwards, Cadence Gilchrist, Bethan 
Griffiths, Ella Griffiths, Raymond 
Hudman, Alana Jones, Lisa Mountjoy, 
Sarah-Jane Mountjoy, Alisha Paull, Lexia 
Richardson and Hermione Williams. 

Bishop Richard pictured at the confirmation service with the 
candidates, the vicar, Revd Julian Gray, the associate priest, Revd 
John Hughes and churchwardens Peter Griffin and Maurice Rolls. 

St Mark's Gold Tops Newport 
is just 100 yards from the Civic 
Centre, and is one of the most 
beautiful churches in the 
diocese. 
Every Wednesday the church 
is open from 10am-2pm,with 
tea and coffee available.  
Eucharist is celebrated in the 

Lady Chapel at 11am Also on Wednesdays a craft group ''Pins 
and Needles'' takes place in the vestry from 1pm-3pm — all are 
welcome be they experts or beginners. 
During September, the church will be open as usual as part of 
the Cadw Open Door Scheme, with volunteers at hand to 
answer questions about the building. There will also be a short 
lunchtime organ recital on each Wednesday in that month.  
You are assured of a warm welcome if you wish to drop in at 
any time, to see the church and what they are attempting to do 
in ways of outreach to the local community  

The Parish of Bassaleg 
Fundraising and 
Community group 
organised its second 
Family Fun Day at 
Whitehead’s ground on 
Spring Bank Holiday 
Monday this year. A 
great time was had by 
all, with plenty of stalls offering a variety of goods and 
activities for children including a bouncy castle. A number 
of charity groups had stalls which helped create a 
wonderful community occasion.  

England Cricket Captain, Alistair Cook, 
has pledged his support to Newport 
Cathedral by becoming Patron to the 
Friends of Newport Cathedral Choir.  
The world-class sportsman was a 
choirboy for five years at St Paul’s 
Cathedral London, and says music gave 
him many special memories and he still 
uses the skills he learnt as a choirboy, 
well into adulthood. 

St Oswald’s, Sebastopol, hosted a flower 
festival as part of its centenary celebrations. 
Arrangements were themed by every decade 
in the last 100 years. Over the weekend, the 
church raised over £820 through admission 
and refreshments. 



Gazette 
Appointments 
Revd Mark Owen, Area Dean, Bedwellty Deanery.  Also 
Priest in Charge, Blackwood and Fleur de Lis. 
 

Resignations 
Revd Trevor Morgan, retired as Area Dean of Bedwellty 
Deanery 
 

Revd Canon Margaret Jefford, retiring as Vicar in 
Rectorial Benefice of Lower Islwyn (end of November) 
 
 

Confirmations 
6 Sept  Grosmont 
13 Sept Bassaleg 
20 Sept St Mellons 
18 Oct St Julius and St Aaron 
22 Nov Caldicot 

Concert by Newport U3A Choir 
Sat 8 August, 12pm 
Newport Cathedral 
Admission free, retiring collection. 
 

Art Exhibition 
Sat 29-Mon 31 August, 10.30am-4.30pm 
St Mary’s Church Hall, Caldicot 
Exhibition of over 70 paintings by St Mary’s Church Art 
Group.  Admission free. 
 

Storytelling Workshop 
Sat 5 September, 10am 
St Julius and St Aaron 
Learn about using a variety of storytelling techniques in 
worship, including puppetry and claymation. Free entry. 
Contact Rachel Nelmes or Revd Catherine Haynes at the 
Diocesan Office for details. 
 

Sung Vespers  
Sun 6 September, 3pm 
Tintern Abbey 

Free entry.  Bring your own chair. 
For more information, please call Secretary, Friends of 
Our Lady of Tintern on 01594 530612 or email:  
secretary@ourladyoftintern.co.uk 
Concert by Gwent Schools Musicians 
Sat 12 September, 12pm 
Newport Cathedral 
Admission free, retiring collection  
 

Organ Recital by Jonathan Blasby 
Thurs 24 September, 7pm 
Newport Cathedral 
Ticket price to be confirmed, includes refreshments.  
Please visit  newportcathedral.org.uk for details 
 

Procession and Prayerbook Eucharist, celebrating the 
Feast of St Michael & All Angels (Michaelmas) 
Tues 29 September, 12pm 
St Teilo’s Church, Llantilio Pertholey. 
Wine, soft drinks, juices and nibbles will be served at the 
west end, after Mass. 

The Diocesan Newsletter 
 
This newsletter aims to celebrate, share and encourage 
our life as people of God in this Diocese, and the editor 
welcomes your news, views, notices and letters. 
NEXT ISSUE 
Deadline:  4 September  
Editor:  Kathryn Stowers,  
     Diocesan Communications Officer. 
Email:  kathrynstowers@churchinwales.org.uk 
Post:   Diocesan Office, 64 Caerau Road,   
  Newport.  NP20 4HJ. 
 
Photos need to be either .jpg format or professional 
quality prints.  Photos of children must have parental 
permission for publication.  Please confirm this in 
writing, when submitting photos. 
To update your free parish order, please contact Carol 
Norman at the Diocesan Office.   
Email:  carolnorman@churchinwales.org.uk 
Tel:   01633 267490 

http://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk Monmouthdiocese @MonmouthDCO 

What’s On 

Newsletter Review 
The review of the newsletter is ongoing, and we are conducting focus groups over the summer.  It is our 
aim to launch the new-look newsletter in the Autumn, so there may be a small gap between this and the 
next edition.  Please submit your contributions as normal and these will be included in whichever format is 
adopted.  Thank you for taking the time to submit questionnaires, these will help in shaping the new 
publication.  

The Monmouth Diocesan Board of Finance is a company 
registered in England and Wales.   
Co. No: 00182863; Charity No: 232841 


