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First Girl
Bishop
in Wales
In a tradition going back
centuries, St Nicholas’ church,
Grosmont, enthroned a young
Bishop for St Nicholas Day (6th
December) but this year the
Bishop was a girl. Grace, who is
a member of the choir, was in
office until Christmas Day when
she gave a final blessing to the
large congregation.

The Diocese of Monmouth, The Church in Wales : Esgobaeth Mynwy, Yr Eglwys yng Nghymru

Walking with Mary

Holocaust Memorial Day

This year, Bishop Richard will lead the diocese in reflecting on
the place of Mary in our Christian journey.
There will be a series of evenings, each centred on the
Eucharist with teaching from Bishop Richard and reflections
from others on their relationship with Mary.
All start at 7pm

The Walking Madonna
Salisbury Cathedral

Wednesday 22nd April
Wednesday 13th May
Wednesday 10th June
Wednesday 1st July

St Mary’s Chepstow
The Cathedral
St Michael’s, Abertillery
St Mary’s, Abergavenny

A Diocesan pilgrimage to Walsingham has been booked
for Monday 24 August to Friday 28 August 2015.
The Bishop will be attending although the speakers and
the detailed programme have not been finalized. It
should be a joyful and inspirational time and we have
booked sixty places.
Full Board
£299 (£205 under 16s) – including transport
£240 (£145 under 16s) – if you provide your own transport
For more information or application forms please contact the
Pilgrimage Co-ordinator on 029 20 734910 or email frgodsell@gmail.com

Lent Prayer
In Lent 2014 a series of evenings on Listening Prayer was held across the diocese.
It was encouraging that so many people came along to share a time of silent
reflection. Shared silence can be powerful, but ‘solo silence’ can be even more
beneficial as a way of encountering God and experiencing His loving presence and
guidance to you personally.
And so, this Lent, a programme of individual accompanied prayer is being offered
with a team of prayer guides spread across the diocese so that it should be
accessible to everyone.
To start everyone off, there will be a shared opening session in the Cathedral on
22 February 2015 at 3pm.
During the next 5 weeks you will be praying individually with suggestions to help
you. Once a week you will be invited to meet your prayer guide for about half an
hour at a mutually convenient time and place. Your prayer guide will listen to what
you share about your prayer experience and suggest scriptures or other material
which may be helpful to your walk with God. Everything is confidential and no
previous experience on your part is needed. The guide is there to support and
encourage you in your prayer not to tell you how you ought to pray.
To round it off, we’ll all join together again for a closing session in the Cathedral on
29 March at 3pm
If you want to know more about what this involves or if you want to sign up, then
contact Revd Janet Bone 07748 344161 janetbone@churchinwales.org.uk
It would be helpful to know by 14 February who wants to take part.

monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/praying
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27 January 2015
27 January 2015 marks the 70th
anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz-Birkenau 2015 and will also
be the 20th anniversary of the
Genocide in Srebrenica, Bosnia.
Pupils from schools in Abergavenny will
lead the town’s Holocaust Memorial
Day commemorations at St Mary’s
Priory Church on January 27th at 11am
The Bishop will be attending the
commemoration at City Hall, Cardiff

Lent Sermons in Abergavenny

At St Mary’s Priory, Abergavenny this
Lent we will be looking at the Celtic
Saints with the help of one Bishop, two
Priors, two Canons and four Priests. The
Sermons will follow Evensong which
starts at 6pm.
26th February: Saint David
Reverend Harri Williams, Secretary of
the Friends of St David's Cathedral
1st March: Saint Teilo (at Christchurch,
North Street)
Revd Canon Mark Soady
8th March: Saint Woolos
Revd Canon Andrew Willie, Archivist of
Newport Cathedral
15th March: St Asaph & St Kentigern
The Bishop of St Asaph, Rt Revd Dr
Gregory Cameron
22nd March: Saint Samson of Dole
The Prior of Caldey Abbey, Fr Gildas
Gage
Mark and Helen Van Koevering
left Monmouth for Niassa when Mark
was elected Bishop.
Revd Patrick Coleman writes: “We have
just completed the payment for Kylie
Van Koevering’s final year in school. In
large part this was funded with the
remainder of the diocesan funds that
have seen all three Van Koevering
children through school. It is a great
achievement - and a sign of massive
generosity - on the part of so many
people in the Diocese of Monmouth.
Thank you.”

From the Bishop

The logo 2020 vision is a reminder that we belong to a changing Church in Wales. It
suggests a goal to be attained: not only in time (the centenary of the Church in
Wales) but in a radical appraisal and reshaping of ministry throughout the Province.
The Time is Now Conference held in November at Llandudno was an opportunity for
thirty representatives from each Diocese to share news of the various initiatives that
Becoming the people God calls us to be
have started throughout Wales. It was a success! This month our own delegates met
to review the Conference and it was clear that there was an enthusiasm to share the different approaches that were being
tried to establish Minsitry Areas.
Certain themes became clear - the need for better
communication, more investment in support for children and
youth ministry, and clarity about the advantages of changing
structures and their impact at a local level.
For me, two broader objectives were made paramount.
The first is putting mission at the heart of our church life.
Structural changes are there to support mission in the Ministry
Areas. There is little point in only maintaining a church that is
declining and not sharing the gospel. We are there for Christ’s
mission to bring about the Kingdom of God. And crucial for
bringing about that mission is a reassessment of the relationship
between lay and ordained ministries.

Monmouth delegates at The Time is Now Conference

The second objective, therefore, is ensuring equal roles and responsibilities for clergy and laity. There are different roles for
different vocations but all of us are called to be disciples and to share in the mission of the church.
These objectives require a cultural change that will enable collaborative team ministry to flourish.
As a Diocese we are making good progress in working out the aims of the 2020 vision but it is clear that we need a defined
strategy that will provide shape and direction for these changes to take place. This year there will be the launch of a new
strategy programme that will help us move forward over the next five years. It is the culmination of gradual developments in
the Diocese over the last decade but will be more focussed and proactive in bringing about the change required to establish
Ministry Areas and practically support mission. There will be a process of consultation and it is important that we be attentive
to each other.
Above all we need God’s blessing and guidance. So, as the year begins, please make a commitment to pray regularly for the
Diocese as well as your parish so that in partnership we can go forward in Christian hope and joy.

+ Richard

Wanted - a diocesan logo
Did you know that the diocesan shield surmounted by a mitre (as shown to the left) is the
Bishop’s personal coat of arms. The shield without the mitre can be used by the diocese.
And, for many years, the diocesan shield has indeed been used as a ‘logo’ for the diocese: on
headed notepaper, on the website, and in publications. But perhaps the time has come to
design a fresh logo which encapsulates life in the diocese today.
A logo needs to be:
! simple
! memorable (think Macdonalds, London Transport, World Wildlife Fund)
! versatile - ie it looks good at whatever size and will work in vertical or horizontal format
! and it needs to express something of our core identity
Please send your thoughts and ideas to:
Rev Janet Bone, Monmouth Diocesan Office, 64 Caerau Road, Newport NP20 4HJ
janetbone@churchinwales.org.uk by the end of February
Meanwhile, the Church in Wales 2020 vision logo now has a Monmouth version (see top of this page) which will be used
particularly for matters related to strategy and the formation of Ministry Areas.
And, for ongoing news about 2020 Vision, Ministry Areas and other strategy matters, see the Church in Wales and Diocesan
websites: churchinwales.org.uk/review monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/ministry-areas
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A Christmas Alphabet: Angels, Baby, Carols, Donkeys
St Peter’s church, Wentwood group of Parishes
The Christmas carol service has become a bit of an event over the past
3 years. We started capitalising on our relationship with Shirenewton
school, where the Assistant Curate takes morning assembly in alternate
weeks, and managed to raise sufficient interest by the children to put
on a Nativity Play in the carol service in church on the Sunday before
Christmas. This was well-received and many family members swelled
the existing congregation of this small country church. In 2013 we
looked at moving this to another level and with the help of a local
farmer we were able to get a real donkey not only to the church but
inside it. This created much excitement and the congregation increased
still more to observe the special guest.
This year the cast changed and we drew some children from within the
wider group so we were able to expand the Christmas story a little.
Once again the donkey was with us BUT a year older and obviously a year wiser – along with a packed church – Blackberry was
having nothing to do with entering the church itself. That didn’t seem to matter so much as people saw him on the way in and
out and there was a photo-shoot opportunity for the cast. There is talk about getting a baby donkey this year to keep
Blackberry company, so next year the impetuousness of youth may encourage a pair of donkeys inside this lovely little church
for our 2015 event.
Over 130 people joined in the carol service, in a church that probably only holds about half that number. Mince pies and punch
was kindly supplied by the somewhat smaller regular congregation and an enjoyable time was had by all present.
John S. Waters, Assistant Curate

Llandogo
The December night is chilly and dark. Christmas is only two days away. The winter school term
is over, work has finished for the day and with 6pm fast approaching families are streaming into
church. It's hard to tell who's more excited: the children jumping up and down as they talk to
family and friends, the Church Warden (Jill Rundle) and Deacon (Jane Avery) as fully dressed in
angel costume they flank the stone entrance to welcome people in, or Roger Brown whose
donkey plays such a starring role.
"Even though the little church was packed with more than 100 people, they were very
well-behaved" said the donkey.
An expectant hush descends on Llandogo church as the nativity scene starts to unfold. Marianne Piper narrates the ancient
story and a very young Mary (Freya) encounters her first angel. The scene moves from house to hilltop, angelic choirs enthral
the congregation, a very surprised Joseph (William) hears the news and far away the wise men (Kate, Bethany, and Fern) study
the heavens and plan their journey.
The donkey enters the church, a procession forms and the assembled throng is led out into the darkness of night. Behind the
church lies a stable - bathed in light and already occupied by three bemused sheep. The children gather amongst the straw and
around the infant child. Jez Piper leads the worship and to the sounds of "O little town of Bethlehem" the camera bulbs flash
and the village of Llandogo stands together to welcome the new-born Christ.
Patrick Hutchings

Abergavenny
After the Churches Together
of Abergavenny town sang
Carols in Red Square, the
Anglican Churches took the
Nativity scene through the
town.

Llandogo Nativity
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Starting at Holy Trinity hall
and ending at the Abbot's
Garden, St Mary's Priory, the
congregations in costume
sang carols as they went.

Rogiet

Holy Trinity Church Pontnewydd

This year's nativity for Pontnewydd Primary School Early Years children was
Whoops-a-Daisy Angel. After weeks of rehearsals with over 90 children (ages 3-4
years) Whoops-a-Daisy was performed in front of parents, friends and church
family at Holy Trinity. There were two performances: morning Nursery and Class 1
in the morning and Class 2 and afternoon nursery later in the day. All the children
were enthusiastic and evidently enjoyed themselves by the smiles on their faces
and weren't phased by the size of the church, they raised the roof with their
singing, to applause from all present. A sum of £47.01 was raised from both acts of
worship for the Archbishop’s Fund for Children. Rev Victoria Ashley and Mrs A
Maloney, Head teacher of the Early Years Department, were delighted, and
appreciated the hard work of the staff and volunteers from Holy Trinity who had
worked alongside the children to make this year's nativity so special.

A Christingle service was held for the community of Pontnewydd on Sunday 14th
December at Holy Trinity Church. The church was full with excited children
including Brownies and West Pontnewydd Scout group who were eagerly awaiting
the Christingles - the oranges for which were donated by Sainsbury's. The following
day another Christingle service was held in the church for Pontnewydd Primary
School with children, staff and governors attending. The children proudly
constructed their Christingles ready for the time of worship in church as part of
their Christmas celebrations.
Revd Victoria and Mrs Summers led
the act of worship and Miss R
Summers (from Holy Trinity Church)
sang the children in with their
Christingles to the hymn Light One
Thousand Christmas Lights. A
selection of children and Mrs
Maloney, head of the Foundation
Phase, read the Christmas story
from the Bible. Each class wrote a
prayer which was read out by a child
from that class. The prayers were
written on cardboard candles which
were then placed in one of the
windows of the church for over the
Christmas period. The children learnt
what each part of the Christingle
represented and ended their service
with the Sing Christingle hymn.
Bronwen Summers

A year ago a few people from St Mary’s
church in Rogiet, part of the Benefice of
Caldicot, got together to try and help
the wider community by putting
together a free craft club for children
from four and a half to ten years old
(reception to Year 6). This was to help
parents have a little space during the
Christmas season. Last year it was very
successful, running three sessions in
December. This year we ran one session
at Easter, one at the end of August and
one on 5 December.
We had 25 children to our Christmas
session this year and they took part in
several craft activities: colouring in
Christmas cracker book marks,
decorating Christmas wreaths and
decorating felt Christmas trees.
There was singing and dancing as well
as a visit from Father Christmas. This
has been supported by a small army of
volunteers: Ms Fay Baxter, Mrs Melanie
Knight, Mrs Nicola Pelosi, Mrs Liz
Houghton, Mr Gareth East, Miss Laura
Bailey, Miss Rose Baxter and me, Mrs
Mandy East, who has led this venture.
We hope to continue this outreach to
the local and surrounding community
with the help and support of all our
volunteers, St Mary’s Church, Rogiet,
and the Benefice of Caldicot.
Mandy East
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Christmas wrapped up once again

In Tredegar, this was our fourth consecutive year to host ‘Christmas Wrapped Up’,
and we invited and welcomed all five primary schools into St James’ Church. With
the help of friends from Tredegar Christians Together we all enjoyed the fun and
excitement of preparing the church in readiness for the children’s arrival.
Luke (the puppet) with his usual cheeky approach had the youngsters spell-bound
from the minute they set eyes on him. Grumpy ‘the innkeeper’ got grumpier as
the week went on and got the children involved in the play with great enthusiasm.
Mince pies were made and baked, beautiful Christmas cards were made, and most
importantly they all left with the true message of Christmas.
We received wonderful feedback and thanks from the all the schools and look
forward to doing it all again next year! The event was generously sponsored by
both The Archbishop of Wales Fund for Children and Tredegar Town Council.
Revd Elizabeth Jones, aka The Grumpy Innkeeper!
And ‘Come and Wrap Up Christmas’ was the invitation to pupils of Blaenavon
Heritage Church in Wales Primary School. So 74 children from year 2, ages varying
between five and six year old, had a great time learning about the true meaning of
Christmas with members of St Peter’s and St Paul’s churches.
They were welcomed into St Peter’s church, by Revd Rufus Noy. They helped him
wake guest puppet, Luke, whose birthday it was. The light hearted-banter that
followed led into the story of the nativity. Using simple props, the children
enacted the arrival of Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and others at the Inn. All the
visitors were sent firmly to the stable by “The Grumpy Innkeeper” played by
Martin Phillips.
After that, it was on to the Heritage Centre where the children took great delight
in making their own mince pie and a nativity Christmas Card. One appreciative
pupil commented: “I had a lovely time, and the mince pies were delicious!”
The event was enjoyed immensely by the children and by the members of
St Peters and St Pauls and friends who helped present and supervise it. This was
obvious from the comments of the pupils following their visit. One youngster
remarked “It was my first time in church and I thought it was lovely” and another
“It was nice to go to the church, can we go more often?”
The day was arranged with the support of the Scripture Union, The Christian
Council for Schools and of course The Heritage Centre, and thanks go to them and
everyone who helped in any way to make it such a huge success.
John Williams

No room in the Nave at
St Cybi’s, Llangybi
It was not so much ‘no room at the inn’ as no
room in the nave, when the villagers of
Llangybi gathered in the medieval Church of
St Cybi for the annual Community Carol
Service on the Sunday before Christmas.
Normal seating for congregation lay under a
forest of scaffolding poles supporting a high
platform which provides working space for
investigation of the nave’s damaged
eighteenth century ceiling and protection for
rare fifteenth and seventeenth century wall
paintings which lie beneath.
Nothing daunted the congregation and local
choir, Village Voices, crowded on borrowed
chairs into every available space in the
chancel and sanctuary thus creating a unique
if somewhat ‘cosy’ experience of Carol
Service in the round. It was symbolic of the
way the village has drawn together to
support the church in its present
predicament.
On Easter Day, above the east end gallery, a
large triangular crack suddenly appeared in
the old curved plaster ceiling of the nave
right over pipe organ and organist.
Immediate emergency permission to
dismantle the organ was granted by the
diocese and the following day the plaster fell
down, laying bare the ancient crumbling lath
beyond. There followed a rollercoaster ride
of professional inspections revealing
potential trouble at every turn – the rest of
the large ceiling might be at risk, the wall
paintings that had been there for over 500
years were in danger of falling off the walls
from hidden damp ingress so no work could
be undertaken till they were consolidated.
Catch 22: they could not be worked on
because the ceiling was suspect.
Luckily the east end, the chancel and
sanctuary, had been rescued by collective
effort from an even worse decline in the
years 1908-11 and are still sound and
accessible from a side door. The smaller
weekly congregation have worshipped in this
space since Easter and we have never had to
shut the church. Sadly it would be difficult to
hold baptisms, weddings or funerals and our
insurers will not allow us to leave the church
open during daytime for the many people
who have always come to view this
interesting building. Based on a Celtic
foundation attributed to St Cybi, but possibly
on a prehistoric religious site in this village,
the church is composed of building from
every age from the 12th to the 20th century.
The sad news is that the eventual total cost
of saving it for the future is unknown as yet.
It could top £100,000. The good news is that
the community has already shown a
generous determination to help us. So far
money has been raised through a concert, a
fancy dress social evening called Dine at
Downfall Abbey, and an amazing two night
carol singing collection around the houses in
the village. This is just the start and we shall
of course be applying to various funds which
offer grants to help preserve the past for use
in the future.
Revd Pamela Love
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A Messy Journey
Our Messy Church journey began in the summer of
2013. During a Sunday service Revd Kevin Lake
asked if there were any members of the congregation
who were interested in being part of a new venture
within our benefice. So, with a seed firmly planted, a
group of like-minded parishioners met one evening to
discuss and plan how we might set up our own Messy Church. We decided our
Messy Church would take place every other month and would be held at Charles
Williams’ Church in Wales Primary School or at Ponthir Church in Wales Primary
School alternately.
We began our first Messy Church in October of 2013 with the theme of Harvest.
It was an immediate success with over thirty children and their families joining
together for a time of celebration and worship involving craft activities, singing
and prayer and, most importantly, the sharing of a meal. Every member of our
Messy Team left that day with a feeling that something exciting and inspiring was
happening within our community.
We have continued
to meet
enthusiastically each
month and plan
activities on a wide
variety of themes
including Light,
Christmas,
Epiphany, Love,
Easter, Pentecost
and Celebrations.
These meetings are
always
enthusiastically
attended and the variety of ideas and creativity never fails to amaze!
After a successful first year, we now hold Messy Church on the second Sunday of
every month and our permanent venue is Charles Williams’ Church in Wales
Primary School.
Messy Church though, doesn't just happen; it takes a truly dedicated team of
people who aim to provide pure fun and enjoyment with a strong Christian focus
and message. Hopefully we are sowing the seeds for the children’s journey into
faith. Most importantly it has reached members of the local community who may
not have chosen to attend church in a more formal setting.
Although Revd Kevin has now left our parish, the seeds he has planted will grow
and flourish and with the help and support of Revd Elaine and Revd Richard, our
Messy journey will continue.
Julie Heseltine-Smith & Messy Church Team In association with
the Benefice of Caerleon with Llanhennock and Llanfrechfa with Llandegvedd

10th Birthday celebration for the
Bible Club at Charles Williams
Church in Wales Primary School

When I was asked what extra-curricular club
I would like to offer, I knew I wanted to do
something that interested me and
something that enabled me to share my
faith with young children. So I approached
the headteacher at that time, Mrs Linda
Smith, with the idea of an after-school Bible
Club. She embraced the idea and so Bible
Club was born! I was lucky enough to have a
passionate teaching assistant, Mrs Julie
Heseltine-Smith, who offered to support me.
Julie brings a creative flair with her which
really helps with our craft activities. Ten
years later the club is still running and it is
proving to be as popular as ever.
This year we have thirty Year 1 children
meeting every Friday from 3.15 – 4 pm. With
a mixture of Bible stories, crafts and songs,
we ensure that the children receive 45
minutes of pure fun and enjoyment with a
strong Christian focus and message.
Hopefully we are sowing the seeds for the
children’s journey into faith in a very
positive way.
We have several helpers from our local
community as well as some children from
the local comprehensive school. Elizabeth
Heseltine-Smith and Madelyn Jones
attended Bible Club when they were six, and
eight years later they returned as helpers!
As well as being very active within the
school our Bible Club also reaches out into
the wider community. On December 16th
we visited the residents of Westgate Court,
Caerleon, to sing a variety of Christmas
songs whilst also sharing the very special
news that ‘Jesus is the Reason for the
Season'!
Kathryn Sperry, Charles Williams Church in
Wales Primary School

Christmas Jumper Sunday in Tredegar
The parishioners of Tredegar St George and St James looked
splendid once again in their Christmas Jumpers. On Sunday 21st
December, without hesitation, they wore their jumpers with
pride and good spirits while generously donating money for the
‘Save the Children Christmas jumper Appeal.’ The church choir
continued the theme the next day when they wore their
jumpers and sang carols in Barclays Bank, Tredegar (after being
invited of course!). Great fun was had by all, and maybe the
highlight was the choir singing Rudolph the red-nosed Reindeer
with sleigh bells jingling nearly in time to the music! All of which
generated £181.50 for the ‘Save the Children Christmas jumper
Appeal.’
I’m told that ‘Jumpers’ are now washed and ready for next year!
Revd Elizabeth Jones
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Thoughts from the front line on
Ministry Teams

Becoming the people God calls us to be

Endue your ministers with righteousness – and make your chosen people joyful!
Revd Dr Jean Prosser reflects on 16 years experience of ministry in a group of rural parishes

Introduction

Sixteen years ago, the Grosmont group of four rural parishes
of around 400 households on the border between Wales and
England began recruiting and using lay ministers. The Rector
plus a Reader moved from England and a recently-licensed
Lay Eucharist Pastoral Assistant (LEPA) sold the idea of lay-led
services and shared pastoral care to the four PCCs. That LEPA
was me.

Moving from the pew to front of house

It is challenging, exciting and daunting to move from being a
life-long, largely passive, member of the congregation to
being in a team responsible for corporate church life: its
organisation, its networks, its presentation and its pastoral
under-pinning demand resources that are not going to be
available to everyone all of the time. Such a commitment has
to fit in with career, income generation, family responsibilities
and other commitments. To be in a ministry team brings into
sharp focus your personal life (and that of your family), your
ethics (even your politics), your delivery style, your education,
especially theological, your resources of time, money and
energy, and your standing among your peers. And every
ministry needs to be accepted by those who will receive it: it
is a two-way process. Instinctively, church people recognise
signs of holiness and wisdom in those entrusted with
leadership. The ordained members of a team, especially, must
commit to sustained support, guidance and training for its lay
colleagues (and clergy too need this from their leaders).
Our experience is that illness, disability, death, bereavement
and job changes all affect who can be active in a ministry
team. Overall, our team has recruited eleven lay ministers
through four incumbencies, with perhaps two or three
ordained and three or four lay ministers active at any one
time.
The aim of ministry areas to stimulate and entrust lay people
with real responsibilities to sustain and lead church life is
admirable, but this can be a lengthy process and one that
needs constant renewal. Our experience is that two lay
ministers moved on to priesthood – and why not? But, is the
development of lay people inevitably another form of
selection for ordination?

And what does the team do?

Everyone is a volunteer: therefore, every member of a team
has to play to their strengths – who would voluntarily do
something that they are not good at? So, like a football team,
a ministry team needs people skilled in different positions.
In our team, the clergy plan worship, musical events, Messy
Church and Bible study; lay members support children's
church and choir; and everyone works pastorally. But, this just
describes the 'tip of the iceberg' of the value that our team
members bring to our church life. For example, two lay
ministers have an effective ministry at their places of work,
two others speak to, and for, the horse and farming
community, another contributes substantially to our
community magazine.
Now, I expect you are saying: we have lots of people doing
these things too. Of course: the church is run 99.9% by
dedicated, committed volunteers. But, being called out to be
part of a ministry team is much more than choosing to help
with selected tasks. In the future plans of the diocese, lay
members of teams who share in the care of a parish will bring
commitment and service to a new level, and will be highly
significant to the cohesiveness, integrity and continuance of
the Anglican Church in Monmouth diocese.

What would my magic wand do?

Discerning aptitude and 'life readiness' for church leadership
and responsibility among our congregations needs constant
prayer and solid determination to find and equip our own
replacements. This takes time. Gradual expansion of tasks and
responsibilities also takes time and will stop for periods of
illness and family trouble. The richness of a ministry team that
reflects the backgrounds, age range and occupations of the
parish is inestimable and well worth taking time and many
resources to achieve.
So, my magic wand would give lay people at least as much
nurture, financial support, practical and theological training as
is currently expended on ordained ministry area leaders. My
magic wand would make cross-parish mentoring to sustain
and support lay ministers a mandate for all parish clergy. And
my magic wand would make this work the most urgent and
highest priority for the Bishop and diocesan staff.

Bishop Richard enrolled as MU member

For three days at the end of November Lynne Tembey, Mothers' Union Worldwide President, visited
the diocese. And, at Winter Council, she enrolled Bishop Richard as a Mothers' Union member
together with Revd Canon Mark Soady from St Mary's Church, Abergavenny.
Lynne spoke about her visit to Kenya where Mothers' Union members are transforming the lives of
their communities by pilot projects called the Church Community Mobilisation Process. This is a complete transformational,
community-based process which uses facilitator-led bible studies to work with church groups to encourage social and
physical transformation within their communities. Mothers' Union members are uniquely placed to be agents of change in
their own local communities to address their own needs in their own way. Although it is a church-based organisation the
aim is to benefit families of all faiths and none.
Lynne emphasised that prayer is central to Mothers' Union – without prayer we are just another organisation. This linked
with the prayer pack to highlight the 16 days of Activism Campaign against Gender Violence which the Mothers' Union
supported from 25 November–10 December. The prayer packs are available for all the 38 branches in the Diocese to use in
their communities.
Sue Russell
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Thumbs up for
Pilgrim from
Magor Benefice

If you are not familiar with the Pilgrim
Course, recently published by the Church
of England, it is well worth having a look
at it. The first four courses described as ‘Follow’ courses: Turning to Christ, The Lord’s Prayer, The Commandments and the
Beatitudes have already been published and the final courses in the ‘Grow’ series: The Creeds, The Eucharist, The Bible, Church
and Kingdom will be published at the end of January. The course was launched in 2013 to help all seekers and interested
people explore the basics of faith together. All courses published so far merit reflection.
Two pilgrim groups in Magor benefice have just completed the introductory course, ‘Turning to Christ’ and we were very
pleased with the way the course was received. Thirty-eight people took part in the course, with almost full attendance
throughout. Most of the people attending the course were mature Christians though the larger group meeting at Magor
Church centre led by Reverend Alison Littler and Stephen Harrison from Caldicot Benefice, included a few candidates for
confirmation.
One major advantage of this course is that everything is set out for the course leader. Each course consists of 6 sessions and
every session follows the same format: opening prayers, a short and easily downloadable DVD which becomes a conversation
starter, a reflection from scripture, a short article on the set theme written by an expert, closing prayers and homework if
appropriate. So all that is needed to set up a course is a leader’s manual and a course booklet for each person attending the
course. Most people here were happy to buy their own copy (£5 each, purchased in bulk). All the course leader has to do is to
consider local circumstances and which of the discussion points to focus on. We found that each session lasted about one and
half hours. The smaller afternoon group chose to end each
session with tea, coffee and biscuits, the evening group were
happy to complete the course without refreshments.
In this benefice we found most of the course material stimulating
and thought-provoking. The real bonus though was the fellowship
that we enjoyed throughout the course. All of us left with our
faith strengthened and our beliefs better informed.
Revd Alison Littler

Live the Questions
In the world of poetry–and especially in the world of Welsh
poetry–it is a bit unnerving to declare that my favourite poet
of all time is not a Thomas. It is, in fact, a Rilke: Rainer Maria
Rilke. Of all that Rilke created, when putting pen to paper,
there is one small section that glows amidst the rest. In a
collection of letters that Rilke wrote to a budding young poet
almost a century ago (1903-1908), we find a remarkable
insight. The young poet has written to Rilke with a series of
very personal, intimate questions. He had questions, and he
desperately wanted answers. Rilke responded:
Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and try to
love the questions themselves, like locked rooms and like
books that are now written in a very foreign tongue…The
point is, to live everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps
you will then gradually, without noticing it, live along some
distant day into the answer.
This is a shimmering example of pastoral insight. In the
Church we like answers, as they can close off our questions,
provide certainty on this or that topic, give firm direction,
vision, etc. And there is good reason to believe in concrete
answers to questions. But what of those questions that
remain open?
Rilke isn’t summoning us to abandon answers altogether. He
is, rather, inviting us to recognise that many of our questions
find their fulfilment not in answers abstracted from daily life,
but in the very act of shaping our lives around the questions

www.pilgrimcourse.org
themselves. Giving flesh and bones to the
questions, I suppose.
How do we live a question? Well, we don’t
abandon it. And we make the conscious
choice to embrace its impact on our lives.
We intentionally seek to love those we find
to be difficult; we strive to embrace
Charlie Shepherd
circumstances that are contrary to what we
had come to expect in life; in short, and to quote a theologian
from nearly 500 years ago, we try as best we can to embrace
the reality that where God appears to be most absent is, in
reality, where he is actually most present. It’s a lesson, above
all, from the cross (Mk 15.34).
We have recently created a discipleship tool that embraces
this kind of thinking. It is a series of short films – each only
three minutes in length – that follows people around their
little corners of the world (well, their little corners of south
Wales!). The films tell their stories, and highlight their
questions. We are excited to have had the opportunity to
develop something completely film-based (rather than textbased), that helps us to think about what it might mean to
‘live along some distant day into the answer’ to our
questions.
We hope you’ll join us in looking forward to the release of the
films. And if you get a chance, pick up a copy of Rilke. You will
not regret it!
Charlie Shepherd, Diocesan Learning Development Adviser
01291 672961 charlieshepherd@churchinwales.org.uk
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Fr David Hathaway retires
How do you say goodbye to someone who has
served his parish faithfully and impeccably for more
than a quarter of a century? It was with sadness but
also great pride and gratitude that the congregation
of St Augustine’s church, Rumney, celebrated the
retirement of their much-loved Parish Priest, the
Reverend Canon David Hathaway.
The church was full to overflowing on a gloriously
sunny Sunday in August when family, friends and
colleagues gathered for Father David’s last Parish
Mass, and the choir was joined by the choir of the neighbouring parish of
St Mellons to lead us in singing some of his favourite hymns. At the end of the
service the churchwardens, Margaret Birchall and Perry Turner, paid tribute to
Father David and to his wife, Helen, and thanked them for their friendship and
dedication to the parish. They were presented with gifts of Irish Whiskey and a
basket of toiletries and also a cheque. There followed a celebratory lunch for
everyone in the church hall.
Father David was also a Chaplain in the Territorial Army during much of his time at
St Augustine’s and served in Bosnia for several months, including Christmas, during
the conflict there.
As our priest, Father David’s faith and quiet sincerity have been a huge inspiration
and example to us all, and Helen has been an unfailing and unassuming support to
him and to the parish throughout his ministry of 26 years.
Our love and prayers for a long and happy retirement go with them both and we
wish them every blessing in their new home.
Lesley Read (Secretary to the PCC)

Beanz Meanz Magor
Gareth Atwell, the headteacher at Magor
Church In Wales School, really entered into
the spirit of Children in Need this year by
sitting in a bath of baked beans! The event
which was sponsored by the school
community raised an enormous £1,800 for
Children in Need. The event was enjoyed by
all (even Mr Atwell) and the memory of their
headteacher dressed in a onesie and having
beans poured over his head will be one the
children remember for a long time to come.
The event was particularly poignant because
at Christmas Gareth retired as head teacher
of the school after 26 years in post. We wish
him all the very best for his retirement.

Night Shelter News
Through the winter months, churches
taking part in the Newport Night Shelter
offer overnight accommodation and
meals to guests who are otherwise
homeless. Stuart Johnson writes:
Christmas is a very hard time of year for
our guests and we would like to thank
all the volunteers that have worked so
hard to make things the best that we
can for the guests. Co-ordinators, Tanya
and Ashley, have been excellent and
have kept everything running smoothly.
It has been difficult at times and
stressful but they have pushed through
with God’s help.
We have been very busy over the
Christmas period with our list very often
full. We have already seen some of the
guests move on to accommodation,
which is fantastic.
We have had loads of donations for the
guests, not only in the Night Shelter, but
also the guests we see at Eden Gate
drop-ins, which we have been able to
pass on as Christmas presents.
Please can we ask churches, prayer
groups and small groups to pray, as this
is very important. Please pray for the
guests, the volunteers, the referral
agents, the new churches that are
taking over for the second round
starting on Monday 26th January and
also for Tanya and Ashley as the Coordinators.
The churches in the second round (from
26 Jan) are as follows;
Monday: Christchurch, Malpas Road
Tuesday: Duckpool Road Baptist Church,
Wednesday: St Mary’s Catholic Church,
Stow Hill
Thursday: Nant Coch Church, Fields Park
Road
Friday: Lliswerry Baptist Church,
Camperdown Road
Saturday: Malpas Road Evangelical
Church, Malpas Road
Sunday: St John’s Church, Maindee

Confirmation
It was an action packed morning at
St Mary’s Church, Magor, when Bishop
Richard visited on the second Sunday of
Advent. Seventeen people from across
the Magor Benefice were confirmed,
Sally Ingle-Gillis was licensed as a Lay
Eucharistic Minister and Bishop Richard
made a presentation to Gareth Atwell to
mark the occasion of his retirement
after twenty six years as headteacher at
Magor Church In Wales School.
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100 years in God’s service

St Cadoc's Church
Trevethin Open Day
The Friends of St Cadoc's and Penygarn
Churchyards have in recent years been
involved in the collaborative venture to
help one another in the maintenance of
the burial grounds at the church and
chapel. As a part of that collaboration
they have also joined forces for an
Open Day.
Our day this year was on September
27th and we were visited by people
from far and wide - including a couple
from USA who were seeking
information about families in the area,
married in the church or buried in the
churchyard.

Having lived in St Bride’s Netherwent and worshipped at St Bride’s church in the
Wentwood group of parishes, Eileen Lawrence is now a resident in Cherry Trees
residential Home on the outskirts of Caldicot. She received home communion for a
number of years from the then rector, Revd John Heales, and since his retirement
in February last has received Communion monthly.

There was a constant stream of visitors
and refreshments were served all day
with BBQ 12-2 - when the burgers ran
out!!

As being 100 is a very special event she wanted to receive Holy Communion on her
birthday, 28 December, which this year fell on a Sunday. She is photographed later
having the cards and telegrams from the Queen, Carwyn Jones - The First Minister
at the Wales Government, and Iain Duncan Smith - Ministry of Work and Pensions,
read to her by the Assistant Curate in the Wentwood Group of Parishes.
At 100, Eileen’s eyesight is not great so each greeting was explained to her in
detail, including what the queen was wearing and the type of flowers she was
carrying in the picture of her on the card.
Other residents and longstanding friends and family later joined Eileen for a
celebration tea.
John S. Waters – Assistant Curate

There was also an exhibition of the
models produced by local schools - part
of the competition to 'model' the
Christmas Day Truce during WW1
which was the theme of the day. We
were visited at the church and chapel
by the Mayor and her consort, who
helped judge competition entries.

Christchurch Remembrance Day

On the eve of Remembrance Sunday, Holy Trinity church was open to families and friends to take
part in remembering the fallen, the times of war, and the sacrifices of those left behind. The church
had exhibits provided by our members of sad and tragic events and loved ones lost and mourned.
People were intrigued, especially younger members, to see the rather small wartime protein ration
for a week and to see ration books and identity cards, familiar
sights to the older generation present.
Playing in the background was a selection of war time songs and
poignant music all adding to the atmosphere of tribute and
recollection.
Among the most moving of exhibits was a vintage wheelchair in
front of the altar, letters from the battlefield, photographs of
service men and women and a display of poppies near the
lectern which were glowing faintly from the light of a flickering
candle.

We were delighted that people, including many children, joined us and stayed for
refreshments and to share memories of times past.

Mrs Hazel Taylor OBE

To advertise your parish event on the diocesan website calendar email carolnorman@churchinwales.org.uk

monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/events
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GAZETTE

Music@StWoolos

Appointments

Saturday Recitals - all at 12 noon

Dr Emma Gibbins, Director of Music at St George's parish church, Belfast;
to be Director of Music at St Woolos Cathedral, Newport

(1 Feb)

Revd Christopher Watkins; to be priest-in-charge of All Saints, Brynglas, Newport
(22 Feb)
Mr Richard Jones, Parish Resources Adviser, Diocese of Llandaff; to be
Stewardship and Ministry Area Development Officer
(1 Mar)

Confirmations
1 March
8 March
19 April
29 April
10 May
31 May
14 June
24 June
12 July
22 November

Pontnewydd
Blaenavon
Marshfield
Monmouth Schools, St Mary¹s Monmouth
St Pauls, Newport
Llantilio Pertholey (provisional)
Llantilio Pertholey (provisional)
St John Baptist
Caerwent
Caldicot

The Glass Quilt at
St Mary’s, Abergavenny
Having toured 5 of the 6 Welsh Cathedrals
- and on its way to the National Assembly
of Wales - the Glass Quilt will spend
January in the South Transept of St Mary's
Priory Church, Abergavenny.
Designed in and around a Mongolian Yurt
and created by Anna Bassinet, the Glass
Quilt is a patchwork of small stained-glass
windows in a woven metal screen which
creates a space for meditation.
Commenting on the project Anna said:
“The Glass Quilt is above all about light. Light is a powerful symbol which can speak
to us beyond thought and beyond our conscious understanding.”
Canon Mark Soady, Vicar of St Mary's Priory welcoming the arrival of the Yurt said,
"Our Lord is often spoken of as the Light of the World, so as we welcome this
symbol of light we also welcome Christ - and those who follow him in pilgrimage. It
is very appropriate that it will be with us for the Season of The Epiphany".
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February 14th
Guitar Ensemble (RWCMD)
March 14th
Bone Appetit (Trombone Quartet)
(RWCMD)
April 11th
Christopher Williams (Piano) &
Catherine Tanner-Williams (Oboe)
May 9th
Junior Conservatoire (RWCMD)
June 6th
Gwent Schools Orchestra
The Music@St Woolos concerts and
recitals are usually free, with a retiring
collection. All profits from these
performances go to the Cathedral’s
Appeal to restore the fabric of the
building and enable it to continue to
fulfil its role in the community. In 2014
£2,000 has been raised for the Appeal.
After the Saturday mid-day recitals
there is an opportunity to meet the
performers over a cup of tea or coffee.
To be added to the mailing list, email
musicatstwoolos@googlemail.com

A Quiet Space for
small parish groups
Are you looking for somewhere to have
an ‘awayday’ with a small parish group?
You are welcome to come to St Denis
Vicarage, Llanishen.
I can offer you:
• Flexible facilities for quiet or for
meetings.
• Warm, peaceful spaces indoors and
a garden with nooks and crannies
• Prayer, reading and art materials for
those who want them
• A simple lunch.
• Country lanes with a great view weather permitting
• A chapel in the vicarage and a
church 5 minutes walk away.
Contact:
Rev Janet Bone, St Denis Vicarage,
Llanishen, Chepstow, NP16 6QE
07748 344161
janetbone@churchinwales.org.uk
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