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From the
Editor’s Desk
So, I should start by saying ‘hello’
and introducing myself! My
name is Debra Goddard, and I’ve
taken over the reins as Diocesan
Communications Officer, which
includes becoming editor of
Grapevine.
Working within the diocese is
like a breath of fresh air! People
are here because they want to
be and they do things because
they want to do them – and
as a result, there is some really
fantastic work being done!
This edition of Grapevine really
has the ‘feel-good’ factor and is a
celebration of all this hard-work,
dedication and commitment. It
is also very timely that it is the
Harvest edition.
As social reformer William
Wilberforce, wrote: “Things great
have small beginnings. Every
downpour is just a raindrop; every
fire is just a spark; every harvest
is just a seed; every journey is
just a step because without that
step there will be no journey;
without that raindrop there can
be no shower; without that seed
there can be no harvest.”
We all have our part to play in taking
our faith into the future, no matter
how small, and I’m looking forward
to joining you on the journey!
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What’s in a blessing?
Recently I was asked to bless a new lock gate which
is part of the Monmouthshire and Brecon canal. It
was a wonderfully quaint occasion and two
chaplains (Bishop’s Chaplain and Canal Chaplain!)
ensured that I made it safely into the boat, because,
of course , you should not bless from the tow path
but on the water. I too was blessed by the event
because I realised how many volunteers there are
around who give freely of their time to enhance the
environment and provide a waterway of leisure,
peace and vitality. Of course we all saw the funny
side of it and I joked about the many and varied
things I have blessed as priest and bishop.
So what is a blessing? Well firstly, blessings are not
just priestly activities. In the Old Testament the
Father (Patriarch) would bless his family and bestow
upon them God’s gifts .
So, at one level it is asking the best for someone and
hoping that good things will happen. A mother, a
father, might bless their children and ask for
abundance of love and goodness.
At another level, a blessing recognises that God is
Creator and desires our salvation and well being. We
align ourselves with his love and bless in the name
of the Holy Trinity who is at the heart of all things.
It’s good to bless people and communities. It’s good
to recognise that in the changing seasons of life,
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there is the constant of God’s love. Our mission, as
always, is to acknowledge the presence of God and
life of his kingdom.
Back to the canal. It was rather disconcerting to see
the water drain away but it has to happen so you
can make progress. The lock gates make it possible.
Jesus actually never said “I am the lock gate” ( note
to self: how far can you stretch this analogy?!). But it
is true that sometimes things need to be taken away
or diminished so that we can move forward. A blessing
does not mean good luck! Rather it expresses a
willingness to go God’s way, whatever might befall
us. And we do so with confidence and grace. All we
can ask for is inner consolation on the journey:
“The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord let His
face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The
Lord Look upon you kindly and give you peace.”
(Numbers 6:24-26).
+ Richard
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Excellence, exploration
and encouragement

Hats were dusted off and the best
china polished in preparation for a
visit by HRH Prince of Wales.
Excitement and colour flooded St
Mary’s Priory when His Royal
Highness recently attended the
Dedication of the newly installed
stained-glass Jesse Window.
As its patron, HRH has become a
good friend of the Abergavenny
church and has made three official
visits in the last 16 years. It is
fantastic news, therefore, that the
day before this visit, he extended his
patronage for some time to come.
Bishop Richard meets refugees at Eisteddfod

National
Eisteddfod ‘16

T

Newport Cathedral was filled to capacity for a special
service to bid farewell to the Year 6 Leavers from the
Diocese’s Church Schools, around the themes of
excellence, exploration and encouragement. The
service began with a procession of school banners
and a welcome from Dr Annette Daly, Director of
Education for the Diocese.

With this boost from the Eisteddfod, Bishop Richard is encouraging
clergy to use more Welsh in church services and during school visits.
Leading by example, Bishop Richard and several fellow clergy enjoyed a
Welsh lesson at the Eisteddfod and even came out commenting about
the rain in Welsh!

Children from a number of schools took part in the
service by reading scripture and leading the prayer
time with words they had written themselves. Bishop
Richard, with the help of Dean Lister, Archdeacon
Jonathan and Archdeacon Ambrose, talked about
encouragement and the effects that has on a person,
and explained how a shepherd uses his crook to
encourage sheep not to stray, making the comparison
with how a Bishop encourages his flock.

This change in culture to become more bilingual is going to be gradual,
starting off with useful phrases that clergy can learn and use in blessings,
prayers and giving communion being translated and recorded. This work
will be supported by the recently formed Diocesan Welsh Language
Group and organised Welsh lessons.
During his visit to
the Eisteddfod,
Bishop Richard also
met with Huw
Thomas, Head of
Christian Aid Wales
to lend his support
to their refugee
campaign, Change
the Story. They were
joined by a family
from Syria and a
man from Sudan
who are all now
living in Cardiff.

Malpas Church in Wales Infants School Year 2 leavers
were special guests at the service, as they will now be
amalgamating with Malpas Church in Wales Junior
School. The Year 2 children sang ‘Every journey
begins with a single step’ and received special gifts to
mark their transition.
Dr Daly congratulated the Year 6 children on reaching
this stage in their education and assured them that as
they move on to secondary schools, they are still part
of our Diocesan family. To celebrate the occasion, all
Year 6 Leavers received olive-wood crosses, which
were blessed by Dean Lister.
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he arrival of the National Eisteddfod
in Abergavenny brought a heightened
sense of ‘Welshness’ to us all.
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Useful Welsh phrases
Yn Enw’r Tad, a’r Mab,
a’r Ysbryd Glân.
Amen

In the Name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Tangnefedd

Peace (be with you.)

Corff Crist,
Gwaed Crist

The Body of Christ,
The Blood of Christ

Bendith Duw Hollalluog,
y Tad, y Mab a’r Ysbryd
Glân a fo yn eich plith ac a
drigo gyda chwi yn wastad.
Amen

Blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit, be among you
and remain with you always.
Amen
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Standing at over 15ft tall, the
church’s new Jesse Window has
been created in memory of the late
Dean Jeremy Winston, who served
as Vicar of Abergavenny for 18
years, before being installed as Dean
at Newport Cathedral. Fr Jeremy
drove forward the transformation of
St Mary’s and it was his vision to
create such a window.
Designed by Helen Whittaker, a
renowned artist and designer who
studied the Prince of Wales’ Institute
of Architecture, the window will
complete the world-famous Jesse
figure. This extraordinary largerthan-life figure once formed the
base of an intricate and elaborate
construction, which depicted the
lineage of Jesus Christ from Jesse,
the father of King David.
So called ‘Jesse figures’ and ‘Jesse
trees’ are not uncommon in stone
and stained glass, but this is the only
one in wood to be found in the United
Kingdom – and possibly the world.
The window was blessed by the Rt
Revd Richard Pain during a short
service, before the invited guests
had chance to chat with His Royal
Highness over a cup of tea and a
Welsh cake!
http://www.stmarys-priory.org/
stmaryschurch/jesse.php
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Meet and greet

Simon Lloyd

You may have seen some new faces on your travels around
the diocese, as we welcome three new officers; one to the
national church team in Cardiff and two at the
diocesan team based in Newport.

1. What book are you reading at the moment?
Can I have two? As a holiday read, I enjoyed the new James Bond
novel, Trigger Mortis, written by Anthony Horowitz but which uses
some original material from Ian Fleming. I’ve also just finished reading
A Vast Minority by Stuart Murray. He has some challenging and
thought-provoking things to say about the place of the Church in
society. And the Diocese of Monmouth gets a mention.
2. Which song/music would be your soundtrack and why?
That’s a hard one since music has been so interwoven with my
journey through life. I’ve settled on a hymn – Lord, for the years.
The words remind me of God’s faithful, unchanging love and care
for us throughout all the ups and downs of life and His desire for us
to enter the future He has planned for us aware of but not shackled
by the past.

Simon Lloyd, has taken over the pivotal role of Provincial
Secretary – the most senior lay role in the church. Effectively,
its chief executive, Simon, brings a wealth of experience and
unbounding enthusiasm to the post.

3. Who was the last person you told you loved?
That’s easy – my wife! We’ve just returned from a wonderful family
holiday in Spain with our two grown-up children – bright sunshine,
sparkling sea, and great tapas. Lots of memories to treasure.

Dr Annette Daly has taken up the reins as Director of Education, advising the Bishop on all educational matters,
whilst also advising and supporting governors, headteachers and staff in our church schools and liaising with
officers from the local authorities and national government .
Debra Goddard is driving the communications agenda for the diocese. With a background in journalism and PR,
Debra will be sharing good news from across the diocese, advising on any challenging communications issues
and ensuring that everyone is kept ‘in the loop’!
Grapevine wanted to find out a bit more about the people in these key roles, but why ask the usual questions … ?

Annette Daly

1. What book are you reading at the moment?
I’m reading Chestnut Street by Maeve Binchy, a prolific Irish author,
who died a few years ago (also author of Circle of Friends which was
made into a major movie some years ago). This book is a series of
linked short stories about fictional people who live on the same street
and all have various connections with each other. Maeve had a
fantastic ability to observe and depict how people relate to each other
and her astuteness in this regard as well as her turn of phrase, really
appeal to me, as a fellow Irish woman.

Debra Goddard

2. Which song/music would be your soundtrack and why?
My soundtrack, after some consideration, has to be Sing Hallelujah by
Dr Alban, which hit the charts in 1993. That was the year I left my
teaching position and returned to study psychology at Queen’s
University in Belfast – a pivotal time. My cousin recommended the
track to me and I loved it from the first time I heard it. It’s a very upbeat
dance track which is full of life, cheers me up no end and seems to
underpin my approach to life!

2. Which song/music would be your soundtrack and why?
I love music, so trying to choose my soundtrack was like being asked
to choose my favourite child!! However, choose I must!
I love O Mio Babbino Caro by Maria Callas, which I heard many
moons ago in one of my favourite films, A Room With A View, and
decided I wanted to have it played at my wedding, which I did more
than 20 years later!
However, my soundtrack would be Feeling Good. Life is full of ups
and downs and sometimes there are hurdles to navigate –
that’s why I connect with the lyrics: “It’s a new dawn, it’s a new day,
and I’m feeling good…“

3. Who was the last person you told you loved?
I’ve tried to create some controversy around this one by conveying my
love to various colleagues in the Diocesan Office, however, I’ll refrain
from that and answer properly! I told my two sons, as I dropped them
off at school, that I love them. Fiachra is Year 6 and a “leaver” this year
and Eoin is Year 4. Both are very much at the stage where public signs
of affection are not very welcome, but they both do still need to know
how much my husband and I love them. I think the challenges
children face these days are more than ever before and having a solid
family base where they can know they are accepted and loved for
who they are is critical in giving them the resilient core for dealing with
what life throws at them.
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1. What book are you reading at the moment?
Past editions of Grapevine, last years’ diocesan conference report, etc
… all the things you need to do when you start a new job! Since I’ve
had children, my reading for pleasure includes anything by The
Gruffalo author Julia Donaldson. However, on my bedside table
gathering dust is The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins!

3. Who was the last person you told you loved?
It would have either been my husband or my three children – or maybe
the dog! Reflecting on this question, I’ve realised that I probably don’t
say ‘I love you’ enough and I’m going to try a lot harder.

MONMOUTH GRAPEVINE Harvest 2016
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Usk Ministry Area
a year on!
What a difference a day makes! Well just think how
much can change in a year! It’s hard to believe
that Usk Ministry Area has recently celebrated its
first year anniversary of becoming the first in the
Diocese to be formally inaugurated.
So, with more and more Ministry Areas being
commissioned, what has the journey been like for
the trailblazers?
The formation of the Usk Ministry Area was a
significant step in the life of the Diocese and marked
a move towards a new structure within the Church in
Wales to help ensure it is ‘fit for the future’. Rather than
expecting one vicar to minister an increasing number
of separate parishes, churches in the Ministry Area
have a leadership team and a Ministry Area Council,
working together sharing resources where appropriate.
But, with nine parishes, 10 church buildings and 12
services each week all spread over 30 square miles of
rural Monmouthshire, ensuring the new Usk Ministry
Area was a success was going to be a challenge!
However, the groundwork had been laid by the
Transitional Ministry Area Council which had begun
work some 18 months before.
Ministry Area leader, Revd. Kevin Hasler, says: “It has
been a fantastic opportunity to be at the forefront of
this new way of ministering and I feel very blessed and
encouraged by all that we have seen over the last year.
“It is incredibly hard-work and sometimes it feels like
pushing a boulder up a hill. It is frustrating that not
everything can be done, and personally, I sometimes
feel a failure that I can’t deliver all things to all people
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at all times. Some tough decisions have had to be
made, but these are exciting times for the Church;
God is doing something fresh and the Holy Spirit is
working to renew and re-energise us as we learn
anew what it is to be disciples of Jesus and to work
to build the Kingdom of God.“
The creation of Ministry Areas is a key part of the
Church in Wales’ vision for the future which takes a
fresh look at structure and ministry.
Sandy Blair, Llantrisant representative on the Ministry
Area Council and treasurer, says: “There were
concerns that existing congregations would wilt if
the existing energy and resource was not sufficient
to maintain momentum while the new approach
and culture took root. However, working together
with our active colleagues from other parishes is
very positive. Pooling our resources, particularly
human skills, creates sufficient mass and capability
to do more and do it better in the future!”
The success of working within a Ministry Area is
already starting to become evident, with up to 90
people attending Combined Ministry Area Celebrations
on each 5th Sunday of the month
Since becoming a Ministry Area there has also been
a significant investment in school worship, and work
with young people and young families generally. A
childrens’ Songs of Praise was held with more than
80 children and 100 adults taking part, along with
launching a successful youth group. The first service
of the month in Usk is now a family service and Messy
Church will begin in the new school year.
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On a practical level, an agreement has been reached
where all parishes contribute to the Ministry Share and
Ministers’ Expense, clearing unpaid share and starting
with a ‘clean slate’.
However, some courageous and difficult decisions have
been made with two PCCs recognising that the time had
come to close buildings and merge with neighbouring
parishes. Whilst this has been sad, the communities
concerned have listened to what God is saying about
finding new ways of building his Kingdom and we are
trusting that his will bear fruit in the years to come.
As Fr. Kevin reflects, “It has been a challenging time
– having to overcome some occasional hostility.
We are challenging ‘traditional’ church and asking
people to do something new. If we are to continue
to discern what new things God is wanting us to
do and embrace these we need to free up more
resource from the traditional ways of being church.”
He observes, “We are also finding that the Church
in Wales “system” is not very conducive to change
and whilst there is plenty of willingness in practice,
working with historic structures and systems brings
a level of frustration!”
Both Fr. Kevin and Sandy agree that the success of
a Ministry Area in developing the Church and taking
it forward is dependent on strong and dedicated
leadership from the clergy, coupled with the support of
the Lay Team. It is a team effort and those licensed in
lay ministries, church wardens and others have a much
greater part to play.
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So, what advice would they both give to those about
to embark on the Ministry Area ‘journey’?
Sandy says: “Early joint discussion and planning
provides a base of inter-parish information and ‘buyin’, leading to an outline structure in support of a
new Ministry Area. Also, take care in the early stages
to balance any conflicting expectations of those
who seek little change in their parish with those
who recognise that action is needed to stimulate
growth of the wider Church. And key to everything –
communicate - again, and again and again!”
Fr. Kevin, adds: “I would say for leaders to carve out
time to care for themselves and be ruthless about
keeping to it!
“For those joining us on this journey, I would ask
them to reflect on the story of St Peter being invited
by Jesus to step out of the boat and walk on the
water. We need to take that step of faith, even when
it feels a bit risky and well outside our comfort zone
and go to where Jesus is calling us and be prepared
to face the cost of continuing to walk with God.
“We are going through a period of change, but I
am confident that as we learn to trust God and are
obedient to his call, the outcome will be a vibrant,
fresh and authentic approach to faith.”
http://uskgroupofparishes.org.uk/blog/
or find them on Facebook
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Welcoming people
to meet Jesus

A

former post office building in the middle of Newport
city centre, may not be the obvious place to relocate a
church, but for St Paul’s, it’s proving to be a good move.

Moving from its previous muchloved home was always going to
be difficult, but when the building
became unusable, the forward
thinking church looked ‘outside
the box’.
Revd. Justin Groves, explains:
“Our main aim is welcoming
people to meet Jesus and this
central location really works for
us as a church. Our congregation
has been amazing and come with
us, while others have just
wandered in to find out what we
are doing which is great for
re-energising our church.
“As an 84-year-old lady, who just
happened to be passing by and
came in for a guided tour, told
me, ‘this is what the church
should be doing’.”
There may still be boxes to be
unpacked and a kitchen to be
fitted, but the new church building
is already taking shape.
Revd. Justin says: “God has
provided amazingly for us.
Everyone has been incredibly
generous with their time to help
us - whether it’s painting our
childrens’ room or moving
furniture, it’s amazing how much
can be achieved with such a small
group of volunteers! We’ve had
people turn up out of the blue to
offer their time and their skills.”
Along with its work with the
foodbank, the Alpha course, its
continuing support of the LAB and
their various communities and its
regular Sunday service, St Pauls is
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keen to serve the community
within its new location.
Revd. Justin says: “We hold a mid
week communion service on a
Tuesday which is just 45 minutes
and as we know most of
community are workers or
shoppers who don’t have much
time we are also hoping to start
lunchtime servicesby the end of
the year.”
The Church is also looking to
continue the nightshelter
programme which it successfully
ran from its previous premises.
“This is one of our key projects
which we would like to see back
up and running but we have to go
through the process of making
this our permanent home first!”
says Revd. Justin.
On a busy Thursday morning, it is
clear to see that one of the
church’s continued success stories
is its weekly toddler group and its
monthly Toddler Church.
With plenty of space to run and
play, the new premises is a big hit
with the little ones and their mums
and dads.
Mum Liz Bevan has been
coming to the toddler group for
about six years.
She says: “I started coming with
my daughter and now with Tomos.
He loves the different activity
corners in the new building and it
does feel much brighter!
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“Coming here has been such a
big part of our lives, we have
made so many friends, there is
never anyone sat on their own it is such a friendly group.”
It is also a diverse group. As Liz
adds, “We took a map of the world
and all put a pin where we were
from - we completely covered
the globe!”
‘Friendly’ and ‘family’ are words
most people used to describe St
Pauls’ toddler group.This is reflected
in the fact that most of those who
make the teas and sandwiches are
grandparents who, in the past, have
brought their granchildren to the
group, but wanted to offer their
continued support even when the
children had started school.
Once a month, the church holds a
special service for the children Toddler Church. With songs, stories
and a prayer it gives the children
their own special time to learn
about Gods love.
With the enthusiasm and support
of its core congregation, coupled
with the fresh ideas of a transient
community, the future looks bright
for St Pauls, so watch this space!
To find out more about
the new St Paul’s visit
http://stpaulsnewport.org.uk
or find them on Facebook
Little ones can’t stop smiling at St Paul’s
Toddler Group and Toddler Church

MONMOUTH GRAPEVINE Harvest 2016
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Lights! Camera! Action!
A new and innovative discipleship
and training resource has been
launched which will help spark
discussion and debate around faith
and living.
Twelve is a collection of short films
featuring 12 individuals from across
south-east Wales who share their
personal stories of faith and pose
questions which relate to their
personal experiences. In Monmouth,
we are always looking for
interesting ways to communicate,
train and challenge faith and these
home-grown films are at the
cutting-edge of discipleship.

The films are only three minutes
long and can be used in small
groups to give a platform for those
questions which many of us have
around faith. The aim is not to give
answers, but start discussion.

Visit the Twelve website for more
information: www.twelvefilm.org.
Twelve is available to purchase as a
dvd or to stream from the website.

Twelve received its ‘red-carpet’
premier on 6 July at Nantgarw
Cinemas complex where it was
given the seal of approval by all
who attended. The launch included
short interviews with some of the
contributors as well as the film
makers, giving a fascinating insight
into the process that went into
making the films.

The churches of Itton, St Arvans,
Penterry, Devauden and
Kilgwrrwg revised an ancient
tradition of ‘beating the bounds’
which has not been carried out in
the parishes for the last 30 years.

People and places

Lay Ministers from across the
Diocese of Monmouth gathered
in Newport Cathedral to renew
their commitment and celebrate
the licensing of four new
Lay Ministers.
In a joyful and uplifting service,
Bishop Richard Pain led the new
Lay Ministers through their
promises and invited the
ministry teams from their
respective Ministry Areas or
parishes to stand to show their
support and welcome them.
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The Grosmont, Llantilio
Crossenny and Llanddewi
Rhydderch groups of parishes
are working together to
become a Pastoral Area within
the planned Abergavenny
Ministry Area. As part of getting
to know each other better the
‘Big Tea’ was held on a sunny
summer’s afternoon at Llantilio
Crossenny Vicarage.
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Two Churches in the Upper
Ebbw Valleys Benefice have
been recognised by their local
councils for their work in the
local community. Holy Trinity &
and St Anne’s in Nantyglo has
been recognised for the general
work it does within the area while
St Peter’s Church, Blaina has
been recognised for its extremely
successful Luncheon Club.
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Its roots go back to mediaeval
times when parishes reaffirmed
their boundaries by processing
round them at Rogationtide,
stopping to beat each boundary
mark with wands and to pray
for protection and blessings for
the land.

With the sun shining and the
sandwiches packed, the scene
was set for fun family picnic at
St Mary’s Priory Church in
Chepstow.
There was plenty to keep the
little ones entertained with craft
activities, music, story telling
and games and everyone had a
lovely day.
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Founder members of the
Holywell monastic community,
Br Samuel Patterson and
Sr Amy Pope have left for pastures
new – but what a way to go!
They leave on a high having sat
at the feet of former Archbishop
of Canterbury Dr Rowan
Williams, who preached at
St Mary’s Priory in Abergavenny,
then shared lunch together before
taking the all important selfie!

Well done to St. Mike’s Men’s Choir
who wowed the crowds with
their first public performance.
The choir, which formed after a
few good voices were heard in
the congregation at St. Michael’s
Church, Tintern, performed
during the ‘Prayers for Peace’
service at Tintern Abbey.

Family and friends filled
Newport Cathedral to celebrate
the ordinations of five new
priests and five new deacons.
We uphold in prayer those who
have made this commitment
and all those who support them
on their journey.

More than 100 members of the
Netherwent Deanery Mothers’
Union came together to
celebrate the organisations
140th birthday!
The celebration was held at
Magor church, where the service
was followed by refreshements
and, of course, birthday cake!
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The warm glow
of Harvest...
P

erhaps at home you’ve got a
well worn pair of slippers, a
favourite chair or an old
cardigan to which you’re rather
attached? – Old and moth eaten
perhaps, but still your favourite.
There’s a familiar, reassuring,
comforting feeling about some
things in life – Harvest is a bit like
this. Maybe it’s something to hold
onto in a changing and scary world,
when we feel things aren’t so
certain or comfortable any more.
The ‘feel good’ factor of harvest is
something that’s missing from much
of the world and is absent from the
lives of many people in spite of a
mind blowing array of products,
possessions and pastimes, all
guaranteeing to unlock the secret
of happiness and fulfilment. But in
spite of the warm glow of harvest,
we should be challenged by what
God has to say to us if we get
beyond loaves, vegetables, tins of
food, ploughing the fields, and
other much loved traditions.
Harvest stands or falls on the
requirement that as disciples we
must trust God completely and
seek His kingdom first; How else
with any conviction can we lustily
sing “all is safely gathered in’ ? giving thanks for God’s plenty and
provision; for the crops of the field
and for the food we enjoy. It’s also
a time to think and pray about how
we regard, use and share the

harvest that God gives – all the
blessings we each have. In what do
we put our trust, our investment,
our hope, our faith? In the earthly
or in the heavenly? – so often the
question Jesus threw out to his
listeners. Do we hoard, do we
guard jealously, do we have so little
faith that we hopelessly believe
that we’re self sufficient; materially,
emotionally, spiritually?

Safeguarding Co-ordinator
Network Support

Comings

Diocesan Office, Caerau Road, Newport
A chance to chat over a cuppa to discuss
any issues or concerns.
To attend one of the sessions please contact
Linda Neal on 01633 267490 or email
lindaneal@churchinwales.org.uk

Safeguarding Training Sessions
Tuesday 6 September, 6.30pm-9pm;
Wednesday 14 September 2pm-4.30pm;
Tuesday 20 September, 6.30pm-9pm

Harvest is both a promise and a
challenge. It can be a life changing,
liberating, transforming experience
– to know of God’s overflowing
generosity in our lives, each and
every day and not only at harvest.
To truly share in and share with
others God’s abundance has the
power to transform churches, but
even more, to transform an unfair
society and an unjust and unequal
world. Let’s be a ‘Harvest People’ –
that through our words, our
actions, our loving and our giving,
Christ would be at work in our
Diocese and within all its
communities and churches.

Diocesan Office, Caerau Road, Newport
For more information or to book a place please
contact Linda Neal on 01633 267490 or email
lindaneal@churchinwales.org.uk

Lay Ministry Courses
Introduction to conducting funerals
Saturday 10 September, 9.30am-1pm
Liturgy for the Lay Minister
Saturday 24 September 9.30am-1pm
Llanover Church Hall
For more information please contact
Revd. John Collier at collierjohn1@aol.com

2016 Diocesan Conference ‘Time for Mission’

Stewardship, the Christian generosity
charity, are partnering with Hope
Together, to produce and share
great resources to help you, your
church and your community to
rediscover Harvest. Visit:
http://www.stewardship.org.uk/
be-inspired/harvest or
http://www.hopetogether.org.uk

BECO M ING T HE P EO P LE GO D CA LL S US TO B E

On the move

Tuesday 6 September, 10am-12pm;
Wednesday 16 November, 3pm-4.30pm;
Thursday 15 December, 10.30am-12pm

Saturday 15 October, 8.45am-1pm
St Teilo’s High School, Cardiff
Everyone welcome, but booking required 01633 267490 or email
mon2020@churchinwales.org.uk

‘More Than Money’ breakfast event
Saturday 12 November, 8.30am

For support or advice on
encouraging Christian giving
and generosity within your
community and church, contact
Richard Jones,
Stewardship & Ministry Area
Development Officer
richardjones@churchinwales.org.uk
or 01633 267490.
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What’s On

St Teilo’s High School, Cardiff
Open to church officers, PCC members,
clergy and others.
Open invitation. Booking to
Briony Davies on 01656 868868 or
brionydavies@churchinwales.org.uk

A scene fromGRAPEVINE
the harvest
& creation
MONMOUTH
Harvest
2016
window at St Tysoi’s Church, Llansoy

MONMOUTH GRAPEVINE Harvest 2016

Revd. Justin Groves - to become Area Dean of Newport
(in addition to Priest in Charge at St Paul’s, Newport)
Revd Rebecca Stephens - to become Curate,
Rectorial Benefice of Cwmbran
Debra Goddard To be Diocesan Communications Officer
Dr Annette Daly - to be Director of Education
Simon Lloyd - to become Provincial Secretary
Libby O’brien - to be Diocesan Office Administrator
Jenni Shaw - to be lay member
Holywell Community, Abergavenny
The Revd. James Henley - Newport, St Paul
The Revd. Jane Butler Mynyddislwyn with Blackwood and Fleur de Lis
The Revd. Sue Hobbs - Rectorial Benefice of Cwmbran
The Revd. Jane Sims - Malpas
The Revd. Hilary Prest - Bassaleg
Gay Hollywell - Lay Minister in Bedwas with
Machen with Michaelston-y-Fedw with Rudry
Beverly Lucas - Lay Minister in Upper Ebbw Valleys
Paul Williams - Lay Minister in Magor
Doug McCaully - Lay Minister in Llandogo and Tintern

Goings
Revd. Alex Temple-Williams retiring as Team Vicar in Cyncoed
Revd. William Lambert - is leaving Upper Ebbw
Valleys to be Priest in Charge of the paris of KenmoreBrookfield, Diocese of Brisbane, Australia
Revd. Heidi-Maria de Gruchy - leaving Tredegar
St George with St James, to be Priest in Charge of the
parish of Goodna, Diocese of Brisbane, Austalia
Revd. David Parfitt - retiring as Vicar in Malpas
Lin Ward - leaving as PA & Secretary to the
Bishop of Monmouth
Sr Amy Pope, is leaving as member of the Holywell
Community and will become an Associate Member
Br Sam Petterson, is leaving as member of the Holywell
Community and will become an Associate Member
Kathryn Stowers - is leaving the Diocesan Office to
enter fulltime training for Ministry in the Salvation Army

Best wishes and blessings on those moving
on in ministry, thank you for your ministry
in the Diocese of Monmouth.
Please continue to remember in prayer all who are
taking on new roles or retiring from formal ministry.

BE COMI NG T HE PE OPLE G OD CALLS US TO B E

15

Back Chat
A time for everything
I heard a song once with these
words: ‘The skill in attending a
party is knowing when it’s time
to leave.’ None of us appreciates
when guests overstay, and there
is definitely a skill in knowing
when we are about to outstay
our welcome.
But, of course, we recognise that
nothing lasts forever, and that we
sometimes have to walk away
from places, people or situations
for a variety of reasons. And
saying goodbye can be difficult
and painful, bittersweet, but
making that move will benefit us
in the long term.
The writer of Ecclesiastes
recognised that nothing lasts
forever and that life has ‘seasons’:
There is a time for everything, and
a season for every activity under
the heavens: ... a time to weep and
a time to laugh, a time to mourn
and a time to dance. (Ecc 3: 1, 4)

I have been incredibly blessed to
spend a ‘season’ working with you
in the Diocese, and when I am
asked how I feel about moving on,
I can only answer that this was
for a ‘season’, a limited amount
of time, and that I must move
on to the next season of my life,
which involves fulltime training for
ministry in the Salvation Army at
William Booth College in London.
I have always believed and shared
that I was led by the Lord to
spend this season with you in
the Diocese. This last season has
been one of joy and discovery, of
laughter and learning. I have made
friends who will last a lifetime and
received words of wisdom which
will stay with me for just as long.
Life changes constantly, and it
can be unsettling, whether the
change is through your choice is
through circumstances beyond
your control. I wonder what you

are facing this Autumn – perhaps
a change in family circumstances,
bereavement, new job, new
education opportunities?
Whatever season you are facing
in your life, I echo Paul’s words
to the church at Philippi, looking
at the faithfulness throughout
all seasons of the infant church
there: I thank my God every time
I remember you. In all my prayers
for all of you, I always pray with joy
because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now,
being confident of this, that he
who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus. (Phil 1: 3-6)
Kathryn Stowers,
Diocesan Communications Officer

The Beauty of Creation;
A rural scene above Abergavenny
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