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It was for me a great honour and privilege to be part of the
Llandaff Diocesan Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela.
Travelling together, meeting good old friends and making new
ones, the worship, the walking and of course the partying were
all very special – all very much part of the age-old experience of
pilgrimage.
 
As I reflected on our time together in Spain I was reassured that
there are always for me three interrelated aspects in
contemporary pilgrimage. 
 
The first is the most basic human one of them all. Journeying
together as pilgrims to particular holy places affords us the
opportunity to explore our priorities and the vital stuff of life –
faithful stability, an authentic security and, ultimately, a well-
balanced lifestyle. Pausing either alone or with others along the
pilgrim way helps us to reflect on what it means to be truly
human. The legacy of our early Celtic saints is always two-fold:
in their day they drew out the sacredness of ‘place’ enabling us
today to use that sacredness to make connections between our
own personal journeys of the heart with particular routes – the
inner and outer journey.
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The second is the reality that, although places such as Santiago are traditional pilgrimage places, the
true pilgrim path is located everywhere. The question we all face is: are we open to becoming true
pilgrims? Are we prepared to live with some of the risks and uncertainties and loose ends that
pilgrimage entails? The pilgrim can never have everything neatly ‘compartmentalised’ – there is always
exploration, questions, search, movement, challenge and the surprise – but then that’s life!
 
The third is whether our pilgrim places are places of silence, beauty, light or even of imaginative
transition from this world to the next, they are all places of precious and irreplaceable gifts. They are
doors through which glimpses of another world can be caught or better still, doors through which
another world may reach us.
 
For each one of us, the journey will be different and although it is unique it never needs to be a solitary
one. The gift of true pilgrimage is that, by arriving at those places, we are often surprised to find that
the joys and the hopes, the grief and the anguish of our own lives have already been experienced by
the people who made those places sacred in the first place. 
 
May I wish you every blessing as a diocese in your year of pilgrimage.

FOREWORD

Andrew Carroll Jones, Archdeacon of Meirionnydd
#Llandaff2020



INTRODUCTION

2020 is a very special year for the Diocese of Llandaff, its
parishes and communities. We have launched a new vision -
Where Faith Matters - which expresses how we will focus our
life over the next five years. Some of that will enable our
churches to feel better resourced in what they faithfully and
wonderfully offer to their local community. Some of it involves
new initiatives, responding to the fact that whilst inherited
patterns of faith and belief are no more, we still want to
proclaim afresh in this generation the good news of Jesus
Christ.
 
As we tell a joyful story, grow the Kingdom of God and build our
capacity for good we’re invited in this year to mark the
centenary of the Church in Wales as an independent Anglican
Province. What a lot we have to celebrate and commemorate in
those last 100 years of Welsh Anglicanism, and happily the 900
years of the foundation of our Cathedral also falls at the same
time. We have been truly blessed as a Church and so I invite
you to spend 2020 rejoicing in the goodness of God and
reminding ourselves that we are ever travelling a pilgrim’s
progress.
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+June

“The journey to remembering our story” – that’s how some define pilgrimage and it shows why
the practice of pilgrimage is both very ancient and very contemporary. All through the Scriptures
those who searched for God and followed his ways saw themselves as pilgrim people, those who
try to travel light, describe their own situation, find new ways of understanding their own story
and anticipate where God wishes to lead them.
 
We are people who remember our Christian story in this land and who believe that faith matters
if we’re to live abundantly. Our task is to offer resurrection hope to those amongst who we live.
 
May I invite you to discover what our Year of Pilgrimage might mean for you and your parish. Let
each of us in 2020 better remember our story and hugely enjoy journeying together as
companions of faith.

"TELL A JOYFUL STORY"

#Llandaff2020
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MY PILGRIMAGE TO SANTIAGO
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"WALKING THE 

 CAMINO WAY"

Each pilgrim carries a ‘credential’, a sort
of passport, which is stamped in each
place you pass through to prove you’ve
been there. This qualifies you for a
certificate when you reach Compostela.
Each of the simple wayside churches has
a stamp, and so does every bar - queues
of pilgrims could be seen at each bar
waiting for a stamp - and to visit the
toilet!

We did it! Earlier this year I wrote in our
parish magazine The Link about my plan to go
on pilgrimage, to walk 117 kilometres to the
Cathedral at Santiago de Compostela, the
burial place of St James. Well, despite the cold,
the rain and the wind - yes, walking in Galicia
in Northern Spain is a lot like walking in the
Brecon Beacons - we did it over six days.
 
We set off from Sarria, our pilgrim scallop
shells tied to our rucksacks. The landscape we
walked through was beautiful, very green, lots
of oak forests and eucalyptus glades, and
wildflowers everywhere. The sound of the
cuckoo followed us all along the way. 
 
We were never in any danger of getting lost,
the Camino (the Way) as it’s called is carefully
marked every few hundred metres, and most
of the time we were walking with lots of other
pilgrims, it's such a popular route. It was a bit
like being on a massive sponsored walk. Each
time you meet another pilgrim, it’s usual to
greet them and encourage them with the
words ‘Buen Camino’.

REVEREND CAROLINE OWEN

#Llandaff2020



CLERGY SCHOOL IN SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA

Five kilometres from the city we arrived at the
Mount of Joy with its pilgrim statues pointing
towards the city. From here pilgrims see the
towers of the cathedral for the first time -
such an exciting moment.
 
When we arrived in the city we walked into
the square in front of the beautiful cathedral,
and sat for a while with hundreds of other
pilgrims staring up at the amazing Baroque
façade. And the sun had come out at last.
 
We walked on down to the Pilgrims Office and
joined another long queue. An hour and a half
later we were rewarded with our certificates,
names written in Latin. 24 years since my late
husband Tony (Bishop Tony Crockett) walked
it - but we finally did it. It was a wonderful way
to celebrate my 60th birthday, one I’ll never
forget.
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After a couple of days to explore the city, I was joined by the rest of the clergy of the
Llandaff Diocese, as we gathered for Clergy School. Every three years we all gather to study
and worship together. The day begins with Morning Prayer, followed by Bible Study. Later in
the morning were lectures on Pilgrimage. In the afternoons we went out to walk part of the
Camino together in groups.
 
It was particularly moving to celebrate the Eucharist together on the Camino, as pilgrims
passed us on the last stage of their journey.

#Llandaff2020



PERSONAL PILGRIM PREPARATION

AN INTRODUCTION

A 3-week course with sessions lasting approximately one hour that will help individuals get
the most out of the Diocesan Year of Pilgrimage 2020.
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A Pilgrim sees God in everyday
life

A Pilgrim becomes Inculturated
(immersed in culture)4

A Pilgrim Uses their Body to
Help them Pray2

A Pilgrim creates Rhythms and
Routines5

A Pilgrim is a Good Steward of
Resources3

A Pilgrim Asks Why
6

WHAT IT  IS

The course is fully interactive with participants trying out different exercises from each
principle and encouraged to make a ‘Rule of Life’ containing elements from the course.

WHAT IT  DOES

Introduces a way of life for Pilgrims

HOW IT DOES IT

7
A Pilgrim Listens to the 
‘Still, Small Voice’

WHAT IS PROVIDED

CONTACT US

If you would like to run the course you will be provided with a teaching outline, a power
point presentation and participants' booklets. The course is designed to be taught by two
people working as a team and for up to eight participants.

If you are interested in running the course please contact 
The Revd. Mark Prevett at prevtherev@sky.com or 01685 553529 or 
Marc-Ashton Walford at marc2k1@yahoo.com or 01656 880328 
We will be delighted to give you the download details or provide hardcopy for you.

#Llandaff2020



A PILGRIMAGE INTO

THE COMMUNITY

During the 2020 year of pilgrimage we will be investing
in our own journey of faith, but we also need to go out
into our communities to encourage others to invest in
their own faith journey, and invite them to travel with
us as we grow in the Christian faith together. 
 
Join us as we make a pilgrimage out of our churches
and into our communities!
 
At the start of the year each of the archdeaconries will
be given a set of pilgrim items - the Artefacts - the
Pilgrim staff, shell, whistle, satchel, and Pilgrim Bear.
 
In turn each set of items will be passed to every
community in the archdeaconry like a baton in a relay
race. When the baton items are passed to your area, it
is your turn to continue the journey out into your
community.
 
During that time we call on you as a church to make a
bang in your community by putting on as many events
as you can, in your church, in schools, pubs,
restaurants, or even in the streets, to engage people
and to challenge them to think about their own faith
journey by sharing our own joyful story with them.

"SHARING OUR OWN JOYFUL

STORY WITH THEM"
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By now every parish or ministry area will
have been allocated a period of time during
the year varying according to the size of the
area. How you use the time is entirely up to
you. The aim is to make as much noise in
your area as you can and to engage as many
people as possible, but how you do that will
be different for everyone. 
 
If your area has an obvious centre of gravity
you may be able to engage the whole area at
the same time. If you are in a geographically
large area you may want to break the area
up and spend a portion of time in each
community. The choice is yours.

#Llandaff2020



EVENTS YOU PUT ON
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Every church is different, with different skills, interests, and abilities to utilise. What works for
one church may not work for another, the important thing is to be creative and have fun! The
events you put on must be something that gets you or others in the church excited and be
something to which you would be proud to invite your friends and neighbours.
 
Consider the different groups of people in your community, children, youth, working people,
retired, the lonely, the housebound, and the poor. Could you do something for every group?
This is a real opportunity for you to engage a part of your community that you have never
worked with before. Don’t forget, the schools are a huge part of our community so remember
to include them in what you are doing.
 
It would be wonderful to have a week packed full of events and if you can do that, then do so!
But it would be better to do fewer things and do them well than have a diary packed with
events in which no one is going to be interested. Every church is different and only you can
know what you are capable of.

Schools will have their very own Pilgrim Bear setting out on an epic pilgrimage, leaving
Llandaff Cathedral on the 12th January to travel all over the diocese. When the Pilgrim Bear
visits a school, it is the children’s turn to help it continue its journey, taking the bear and
showing it around their local church, and then on a pilgrimage, maybe a school trip, a hike, or
a simple walk around the school grounds. The important thing is that the children help
Pilgrim Bear along its pilgrimage! Share your pictures on #Llandaff2020.
 
We are developing resources to support teachers as they prepare the children to help Pilgrim
Bear and engage with pilgrimage themselves. Could your church support your local school in
their journey with Pilgrim Bear?

#Llandaff2020

SCHOOLS



As we go out into our community, we need to actively encourage others in their own journey
of faith. One of the best ways to provoke people to really think about their journey is to
share our journeys with them. No one’s journey is ordinary, and none are unimportant.
Sharing these stories with others can be profoundly powerful, and your unique story will
resonate with someone out there and reveal to them just how relevant the Christian faith is
to them. So at every event make the effort to have someone sharing their story.
 
Sharing our stories can seem like a big ask. Most of us are very confident at putting on
events, but sharing our stories can be a very uncomfortable prospect for many, especially as
it requires people making themselves vulnerable in front of others. So if you can’t find
anyone, don’t stress. Perhaps you could invite people along especially to share their stories.
 
Alternatively, we are collecting videos of people’s stories from across the diocese and making
them available online for you can download to use during events. Alongside this you could
ask people in your church to write their stories down and have them available in booklets for
people to take away and read.
 
Do remember, when you advertise make it clear that someone will share their story, don’t
lure people in and then surprise them with it, people will usually be happy to listen IF they
know it’s coming!
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If you are going to charge for any of your
events make this clear on all your
advertisements even if you’re just asking for
donations. But why not make this our year
of giving? The purpose of this pilgrimage is
to encourage people on their spiritual
journey and for that people need to know
that we don’t just want their money. Let’s
just do this for them!

12

"A YEAR OF GIVING"

Could you reach out to other churches in
your area and get them involved? It could
be a great opportunity to build on your
relationship with them and they may be able
to offer a boost to the events you are
running.

CHARGING FOR EVENTS

WORKING ECUMENICALLY

EVENT IDEAS

The following are just a few suggestions for
events to get you started in your thinking.
We look forward to seeing what new and
fresh ideas you will come up with.

"REACH OUT TO 

OTHER CHURCHES"

"NEW AND FRESH IDEAS"

Llandaff 2020 Year of Pilgrimage
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EVENT IDEAS
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Concert evening (choir, orchestra, other
artists)
Coffee mornings and tea parties
Meals around a theme (foods from around
the world)
Curry evenings
School workshops
Bible experience (walk children through
different sets teaching them a bible story)
Youth bowling event
Movie night with a discussion

"CONCERTS, FILM NIGHTS, FOOD, WALKING, NATURE DAYS, DANCING, CRAFTS

HAVE A MARVELLOUS TIME!"

Family fun days, Nature days
Walking group (dog walking, photography
walk, general walk)
Tour around some unusual place
Barn or swing dance evening
Poetry writing or recital
Crafts session
Knitted bible (you could get a group of
knitters together to knit bible scenes to
display during the week, or borrow from
another church)

Llandaff 2020 Year of Pilgrimage
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CLOSING THE WEEK

Llandaff 2020 Year of Pilgrimage

"You could have a Songs of Praise 

to celebrate the passing on of the  

pilgrim items"

14

As your time with the items comes to a close, end the week with a celebration. This could be
something big like a concert, lecture, meal, songs of praise, dance, drama, which you invite
people to, or perhaps a simple service for the church family. During this celebration the
pilgrim items will be ceremoniously passed on to the representatives from the next
community as they carry the journey on.

#Llandaff2020

A CELEBRATION



PREPARATION

Your church’s journey of preparation can often be as fruitful as the events themselves, the
preparation challenges us to explore our own journey of faith, to look outward towards
others, to refocus ourselves on prayer, and can give us a real sense of direction which our
congregations can gather around as they work towards it together.
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GETTING YOURSELVES READY

Facing an overwhelming task forces us to come back to God and to depend on him. That
means bringing everything we do and hope for to him in prayer. This without question is the
most important part of our preparation. If we are not praying then we should have little
expectation of seeing God at work. Here are some great ideas for you to consider.

PRAYER

#Llandaff2020
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P R A Y E R  I D E A S

Mobilise your local Mothers Union to host prayer events in the months leading up to
your pilgrimage into your community.
Get your church together to pray on a regular basis.
Agree a regular day/ half day of prayer and fasting.
 24 hours of prayer. A continuous prayer event with people taking shifts to pray, using
various materials and prayer spaces.
24 hours of prayer and praise – advertise and have an open-door policy where people
come and join you for as long or little as they like to sing hymns and pray. (May sound
daunting but it can be a huge amount of fun and spiritually enriching!)
Develop a church prayer to be worked into the intercessions each week. Perhaps start
small and add to it as time goes on to build a sense of anticipation as the time approaches
Give people a diary of things to pray about– this is a great way of getting the housebound
community engaged as they share in this vital task.
Plan times of prayer into the week of pilgrimage, perhaps start or end each day with a
time of prayer bringing together all who are involved.

#Llandaff2020

SERMON SERIES

A short sermon series is a great way of preparing people. It
can help people reflect on their journey, on prayer and on
the need to become outward focused. It can also help build
a sense of anticipation for the whole congregation and help
everyone to remain engaged. See the website or contact us
for a suggested sermon series.

When you pray, consider praying for these areas:
 

For the spiritual growth of your church family
For your church to become more outward focused
For other churches holding their week of celebrations
and their events
For your own preparations
For each of the events you plan to run
Ask God to work and to grow the number of people
coming to your church
Ask God to be at work even now in the people you are
going to encounter so that they may be already
journeying forward in their faith
For those in your church to share this journey together
Praying for God to guide you in whatever comes next



Llandaff 2020 Year of Pilgrimage 17

Meet often. 
To do this well you should consider getting a core group of people together to take on the
planning of the week’s events. (It doesn’t mean they do all the work, but they will be the ones
overseeing the week’s activities.) Try and get people on board who are not already doing
everything in the church and don’t be afraid of getting the quirky people involved, they may
have some brilliant out of the box ideas. 
 
When you meet together start by just brainstorming ideas, big and small, just to see what
people are excited by and over the next couple of meetings start to refine those ideas down
to something that is manageable and something that gets people excited.

"BUILD A SENSE OF ANTICIPATION"

PRACTICAL PREPARATIONS

#Llandaff2020

ADVERTISE!

You may have the best events in the diocese, but people need to know what you are doing.
This could easily be the biggest expense to your church, but people can’t come if they don’t
know what’s happening! Below are some of the bases you should try to cover.
 

Leaflets or programs delivered to people’s doors.
Invitations to specific events. For example, if you have an event relevant to children then
give invites to the schools, playgroups, and parent toddler groups. 
Posters and banners in key locations. Where can you put them so they will be seen by
most people? They don’t need to advertise specific details but they will be a reminder to
people that SOMETHING is happening and can point them where to go to get more
information. There will be a collection of banners provided by the diocese that will
accompany the items.

#LLANDAFF2020
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#Llandaff2020

Advertise in local newspapers and other forms of media used to disseminate information
locally.
Use your own website and make sure the 2020 pilgrimage group have a list of all your
dates for the diocesan website!
Create a Facebook page and perhaps take out some advertising on Facebook which can
be targeted to people living locally and are likely be interested. Get connected to the
diocesan page and give us stuff to post to push your events. 
Use the twitter feed #Llandaff2020 so people can see the latest news.
Why not try a flash mob? (You should probably google this).

 
You don't need to do all of the above, but do what you can.

PART OF A BIGGGER PROJECT

Remember your pilgrimage into the community is part of a bigger journey being shared by
churches all over the diocese so it is vital that we maintain a sense of continuity, especially in
our promotion of events. By doing this, by the end of the year everyone will have seen the
logos and #tags cropping up all over the place and will know that something big has been
happening.
 
So do include the logo, #tags, and colour themes in your promotional material, on posters,
programmes, banners etc, to reinforce the work being done by everyone across the diocese.
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WHAT COMES NEXT?

Having engaged with the preparation and completed your leg of the journey having given
it everything, it will inevitably have taken a huge amount of work, and you will be ready
to rest, and it is right that you do! But there will be a temptation at this point to give
yourselves a pat on the back and consider your work done, indeed this phase of your
journey has been completed, but the journey has not yet ended and there is much more
still to do. If we are to see fruit from our pilgrimage then we must keep going out into the
community and continue building upon what has been started.

#Llandaff2020

IT'S NOT OVER YET

FOLLOW UP EVENTS

For every event you put on, plan something to follow it up and make the arrangements
before the first event. For example, if you put on a meal, have another one booked and give
people invitations for the next one while you have them. If you put on a family fun-day or
workshop in the schools, use it to advertise family services in your church or some other
activity you are currently running or use it as an opportunity to launch something new.
Some people may only just be setting out on their journey, but doing this will enable you to
keep travelling with those you encounter.

"At every event you put on, plan something to follow it up

and give people invitations while you have them with you."

#Llandaff2020



If we are challenging people to explore their own spiritual journey then we need to make
sure we are ready for those who do want to spend time exploring the Christian Faith.
Consider inviting people to a study group to give them the opportunity to do just this. There
are so many resources out there that would serve this purpose well.
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"TOGETHER WE CAN ENCOUNTER 

THOUSANDS OF NEW PEOPLE"

Send us pictures and short stories about the
events you put on to be shared online to
encourage others and inspire them as they
prepare for their leg of the journey.
 
It’s also a great idea to debrief as a PCC or
Local Church Council. This gives an
opportunity to review what worked well
and what didn’t, and perhaps you will even
have discovered something that could
become a new ministry for your church.
Perhaps you might even decide to do a
similar project again in six months or next
year giving you another outward facing
project to work towards.

OPPORTUNITY TO DIG DEEPER

Together we have the potential to encounter thousands of new people over the course of
2020, but if we don’t get connected with them, then we have wasted a great opportunity.
Let’s give people the opportunity at every event to stay connected. Use response or
connection cards, giving people the option to meet for a chat, to join a study group, or to be
kept informed of similar events. Encourage people at events to pick them up and wave them
at you as you explain them. This puts them in people’s hands and is a very successful way of
getting people to use them rather than passively pointing them out. 

GET CONNECTED

SHARE

#Llandaff2020



SUPPORT
Some churches and leaders may feel a little out of their
depth and although this booklet is meant to be helpful, it’s
possible it will cause some to panic, if that’s you then don’t
panic! If you would like some support or someone to come
and talk you through this then do get in touch. Likewise, if
your church would like to get involved but you are in a
period of interregnum, or your vicar is off sick then we
would be happy to offer you some support as you plan for
your turn to continue the journey. Just get in touch!

"DON'T PANIC 

 GET IN TOUCH!"
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RESOURCES AVAILABLE

To help you out there will be a growing set of resources
available.
 

Response cards
Videos of Joyful stories
Stockpile pens
Banners & Posters
Logos
Projectors
Sound Equipment
People to come and share their stories
Example programmes
Guide to telling your story
Sermon series ideas
School resources

 
Keep an eye on the website for more information!

#Llandaff2020



THE CHARGE

Llandaff 2020 Year of Pilgrimage 22

Every church is different as is your capacity to respond to this call. For some putting on a
week packed full of events may be relatively easily done, for smaller churches doing one or
two small events will be all that is possible and that is OK. What matters is that you do
something. 

What will you do?
#Llandaff2020

TELL A 

JOYFUL 

STORY

GROWING 

THE

KINGDOM

OF GOD 

BUILDING 

OUR 

CAPACITY

FOR GOOD



YEAR OF PILGRIMAGE 2020
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Saturday 28th September 2019 
Year of Pilgrimage 2020 official launch at the Diocesan Conference. 
Handbook with lots of information and details of the Pilgrimage
Preparation Course is distributed.
Artefacts from St Asaph’s Diocese are handed over.
 
Sunday January 12th 2020 3pm Service at Llandaff Cathedral
The three sets of Artefacts are blessed and start their pilgrimage around
the parishes.
Each church and church school receive a candle.
 
Saturday 25th April 9.30am St Catherine’s Pontypridd
Year of Pilgrimage Celebration Day
  
Sunday 4th July 9.30am at Margam Abbey
Year of Pilgrimage Celebration Day
 
Saturday 17th October 9.30am at Llandaff Cathedral
Year of Pilgrimage Celebration Day
 
Sunday 10th January 2021 3pm at Llandaff Cathedral
The three sets of Artefacts return to Cathedral having completed their
Diocesan Pilgrimage Year.
 
A Year of Pilgrimage Lent Course will be available at the January 2020
Cathedral service.
 
 
Support: Parishes will be beginning to plan what they are going to do
during the Year of Pilgrimage, when the Artefacts are going to be with
them, and how they are going to use them and the Year to develop their
community links. Mark Prevett (prevtherev@sky.com) and Marc
Walford (marc2k1@yahoo.com) are available to assist discussions.

CELEBRATION DAYS & SIGNIFICANT DATES

#Llandaff2020
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PARISH COMPETITION -  NAME THAT TEDDY! 

#Llandaff2020

Amongst the artefacts for the 2020 Year of Pilgrimage will be our wonderful Pilgrim Bears,
and here are the three that will travel around the archdeaconries - Tedi Pererin (Pilgrim
Teddy, who was with Bishop June in Santiago), Emily Bear, and the as yet unnamed Teddy
no-name! 
 
We're asking parishes to 'name that Teddy' and we're really looking forward to your ideas. 
If you have a name for Teddy no-name share your ideas with us on twitter #Llandaff 2020
or send them to either Mark Prevett (prevtherev@sky.com) or Marc Walford
(marc2k1@yahoo.com).
 
Teddy no-name will be named at the service at Llandaff Cathedral on Sunday January 12th
2020 at 3pm, where the winning parish and name will be announced. We'll see you there!

TEDI PERERIN EMILY BEAR

TEDDY 'NO-NAME'
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