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The Diocesan Context
This single-parish benefice lies within the deanery of Bridgend, in the archdeaconry of Margam.
In Lent 2019 the diocese will launch its new vision strategy which has arisen out of a consultation
process which took place last year.
Our Vision
We believe faith matters.
Our vision is that all may encounter and know the love of God through truth,
beauty and service, living full and rich lives through faith.
Transforming lives through living and bearing witness to Jesus Christ is our
calling. We seek to do this in a Diocese that is strong, confident, alive and living
in faith, engaged with the realities of life and serving others in His name.
Our profound belief in the sovereignty of God means that we will look to
continue Christ’s church and mission by telling the joyful story of Jesus, growing
the Kingdom of God by empowering all to participate and building the future in
hope and love.
Our Shared Aims
Telling a joyful story
Growing the Kingdom of God
Building our capacity for good
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Parish Overview
Maesteg is a former mining community,
population c20,000, with a vibrant cultural life.
Despite the loss of much of its local industry it
retains that strong sense of community and
mutual support that is traditionally associated
with such areas.
This post would be ideal for a person of energy
and vision who is enthusiastic about developing
the existing strong links between the parish and
the community, working with a team of able and
committed lay people to further the work of the
Church and lead it into an exciting new future.
It is envisaged that in due course the separate
parish of Garth, on the eastern side of the town,
will merge with the historic parish of
Llangynwyd and Maesteg, forming a single new
benefice that will encompass greater Maesteg
and its environs to the south. The successful
candidate would be licenced as Incumbent of the new benefice.
At the same time the new Llynfi Afan Ministry Area (LlAMA) is in the process of being
formed, which will link the Maesteg benefice with the northern neighbours of Glyncorrwg
and the Upper Afan Valley with Caerau St Cynfelyn.
It is intended that the parishes of the Ministry Area would retain their independence and
identities but would work together collaboratively to set up new initiatives e.g. Messy
Church, Open the Book. Each parish will retain their own PCCs and manage their own
finances, but clergy would be cross-licensed across the Area.

A Snapshot
The historic parish, known locally as Yr Hen Blwyf, or the Old Parish, dates back over 1000
years.
The town boasts a number of renowned choirs and theatrical groups. There are also various
sports associations, including rugby and football clubs, a cricket club and a golf club.
Maesteg also boasts a leisure centre and a swimming pool.
Llangynwyd is a quiet hilltop village centring around the historic parish church and its
churchyard. It is considered by many to be a place of pilgrimage.
Bryn is a small, geographically isolated village community located approximately two miles
west of Maesteg.
There are three churches – St David’s and St Michael’s are centrally located in the town. The
ancient parish church of St Cynwyd’s is located in the village of Llangynwyd. Regular Sunday
attendees across the parish number around 100.
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There are five schools within the parish – three primaries, an English-language
comprehensive and a Welsh-language comprehensive.

The Future
The people of our parish are looking for a new priest-in-charge who will help us lead the
parish into a period of growth by:








helping to create a strong sense of unity between two previously separate parishes
continuing the parish’s tradition of pastoral ministry and Christian witness to people
in the community, including at a Civic level
being a pastor to the existing church members, while encouraging them to discover
their own vocations and gifts
engaging enthusiastically with the parish’s ministry to schools
continuing to foster the parish’s strong links with the other Christian congregations
introducing new ideas and innovations to the parish, for example in worship
contributing to the development of the Llynfi Afan Ministry Area (LlAMA)

We recognise that the church exists as much for the people who do not come every Sunday
as for those who do, and so we would like actively to explore new ways of connecting with
the wider area. We would like to strengthen the church’s recognised, active and welcoming
presence in the community. We would hope that by increasing our presence in the lives of
the people of the Llynfi Valley that we would gently encourage people to come to our
services or activities.
We would like to continue to expand and develop our ministry to schools and young people
in our communities.
We are excited about the formation of a Ministry Area (see below) and are fully committed
to developing our relationships with fellow Christians in the locality.

The Diocese and Deanery
The parish sits within the Diocese of Llandaff, the Archdeaconry of Margam and the Deanery
of Bridgend and enjoys valued and readily offered support from the current Area Dean, a
former member of St David’s church, and the Archdeacon.
The parish is committed to supporting the new Diocesan Strategic Vision:




“Tell a Joyful Story” – by finding new ways of communicating the Christian message
in our community e.g. developing our school’s ministry
“Grow the Kingdom of God” – by actively encouraging members of the community to
seek God’s love at regular services or other church run activities
“Build our Capacity for Good” - by working to help those in need of support in the
valley, e.g. by supporting the Foodbank and furthering our charitable work, both in
the local and wider communities.
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Celebration, Memorialisation and Pilgrimage
Celebration
Easter and Christmas are the two main periods of celebration in the parish which draw
larger numbers to our churches.
Holy Week is a time of ecumenical outreach, as the
parish takes part in the Council of Churches’ Good
Friday March of Witness through the town centre,
culminating in the Passion Pageant. Easter Sunday
services remain well supported throughout the three
churches.
Advent and Christmas are celebrated in a number of
ways in the parish, beginning with the “From
Darkness to Light” service on Advent Sunday. It
continues with ‘Las Posadas’, and includes a very
successful community Christmas Tree Festival, together with traditional carol services,
Midnight Masses etc.
St Michael’s and St Cynwyd’s remain popular as wedding venues, while Baptisms are
frequent and are viewed as an opportunity to welcome non-churchgoers into the Christian
fellowship.
A lay-led Valley Praise service is held quarterly in a variety of locations, using musicians from
across the worshipping communities of the Llynfi Valley. This uplifting musical service is
designed to be accessible to non-churchgoers, and is well supported.
Memorialisation
Remembrance is regarded as an important occasion by the community of the Llynfi Valley.
The parish, in partnership with the local branch of the Royal British Legion, plays a central
role in its observance, with ceremonies and events taking place at various venues in the
community, including the local comprehensive school. On Remembrance Sunday,
St Michael’s hosts the official town service.
St Michael’s church also enjoys a continuing association with the local RAF Cadets, and each
year hosts a Battle of Britain Commemoration service.
Pilgrimage
Llangynwyd has been a seat of Christian worship for over 1,000
years, and the post of Vicar of Llangynwyd has been traced back
almost as long. The church has long been a focus for pilgrimage
and visitors continue to arrive from as far afield as the USA and
Australia. Visitors are also drawn by the tragic romantic tale of the
Maid of Cefn Ydfa, which gave rise to the famous ballad Bugeilio’r
Gwennith Gwyn.
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Another focus for pilgrims is the churchyard. This is reputedly the largest privately owned
graveyard in Europe and draws the families of those buried there from far and wide.
A ‘Friends of the Churchyard’ scheme, recently re-launched, is in operation to support its
maintenance.
The parish participates in an annual Llynfi Valley Council of Churches Pilgrimage to
Llangynwyd, a walk up the hill to Llangynwyd village which culminates in a service at the
church.

The Llynfi Valley Council of Churches
The parish is an integral part of the vibrant Llynfi Valley Council of Churches, which among
other things organises monthly prayer luncheons, the Good Friday March of Witness and
Passion Pageant, the Advent lighting of the star outside the Town Hall and the Christmas
Pageant in the market square.
The Council oversees fundraising for Christian Aid throughout the valley and organises, via
Social Services, the distribution of Christmas meat vouchers to needy families.

Llynfi Valley Council of Churches Good Friday Pageant
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The Churches and Properties
St Cynwyd’s Church and Schoolroom
The beautiful and ancient parish
church of St Cynwyd’s is located in the
hilltop village of Llangynwyd, standing
in an extensive churchyard. The village
has only 70 or so inhabitants, so the
congregation mainly commutes in to
worship, and one service a week is
held on a Sunday evening.
The building is currently in a good
state of repair.
The tradition of the congregation is
‘low church’. They are appreciative of
lay leadership and encouraging to
those who lead them.
The Schoolroom, used today as the church
hall, stands in one corner of the churchyard,
and is a valuable resource for the church. It
is in the process of being extensively
refurbished and repaired, thanks to legacies.

St David’s Church and Hall
St David’s church is located in the heart of the town
centre and is more evangelical in nature. It offers a
versatile space which can be used by community groups
as well as for services and smaller concerts.
The church hall is situated next to the church and is in
need of restoration – grants are in the process of being
been secured to help finance this project.
St David’s enjoys a lively and enthusiastic congregation,
who are happy with lay leadership and will organise their
own services when necessary. A small Sunday School meets in the vestry during services,
joining the congregation at the Peace.
A Meditation Group meets monthly in the church, rotating the programme of Ignatian
meditation, Julian meditation and Thomas Mass – up to 20 people attend from across the
churches of the valley.
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St Michael’s and All Angels Church and Crypt
Situated just above the Town Centre, St Michaels
and All Angels church has served as a landmark in
Maesteg for over a century. It has a large interior,
able to accommodate 400 people, which makes it
an ideal venue for large concerts and civic
services, and has often been used by BBC Radio
Wales. St Michael’s also regularly hosts the local
primary and comprehensive schools’ Harvest
Festivals and Christmas Carol concerts.
St Michael’s is the most traditional of the
churches in its worship, with a strong musical
tradition.
The church has recently undergone a period of
remedial work and has had a new heating system
installed.

Below the Chancel is the Crypt – a large space
adapted in the 1990s to house a large hall,
complete with kitchen and toilet facilities. It
is regularly hired out for community use. It is
also an ideal venue for many of the parish’s
activities. A lively Sunday School enjoys
activities in the Crypt during the 11am
service, and often participates in services.
St Mary the Virgin, Garth
The church of St Mary the Virgin is located on
the west side of Bridgend Road, a small stonefaced building with tiled roofs close to the road.
Built in 1891 the pews have recently been
removed, new heating installed, and there
aspirations to develop its use as a community
facility.
The Parish Office
St Michael’s Crypt is also home to the small but well-equipped Parish Office, in which the
parish’s essential documentation is stored. It is manned part time by a paid parish
Administrator/Treasurer, who receives some volunteer support.
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The Vicarage, 18, Llynfi Court, Maesteg

The Vicarage is a spacious, executive four-bedroomed house located in a much sought-after
area – a quiet cul-de-sac which is a short distance from the heart of the community, with
stunning views across the Sychbant Valley.
It is within a five minute drive (or a 15-20 minute walk) of each of the three churches.
It is equipped with:
 A large entrance hall
 An office
 A spacious kitchen with adjacent
utility room
 A large lounge/sitting room
 A smaller sitting room
 A veranda with stunning views
spanning both sitting rooms







Downstairs toilet
Four large bedrooms,
two of them ensuite
A large family bathroom
A double garage
A moderate sized garden

The Vicarage is ideal as a family home or as a venue for meetings with parishioners.

The Current Pattern of Church Services
St Cynwyd’s

Sunday 6pm – Holy Eucharist (1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays of the month)
Evensong (2nd, 4th)

St Michael’s

Sunday 8:30am – Holy Eucharist;
Sunday 11am - Sung Eucharist (1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays);
Sung Matins (4th Sunday)
Sunday 6pm – Choral Evensong (4th Sunday)
Thursday 10am – Holy Communion

St David’s -

Sunday 10am – Holy Eucharist
Wednesday 10am – Holy Communion
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Other Organisations and Activities
The parish has a strong Mothers’
Union, and also a vibrant
Churchmen’s Fellowship, both of
which draw people from the wider
community. There is also a Whist
group, a Stitchcraft group and a ‘Sit
Down Yoga’ group.
The parish has a busy annual
programme of events, some spiritual
in nature, some celebratory and some
ecumenical fundraising endeavours, including:

Christian Aid Sponsored Walk

 Shrove Tuesday parish Quiz with Pancakes
 Ecumenical Lent Courses
 The Vicarage Open Day, a popular ecumenical
occasion in the parish
 Various services, trips and concerts which take
place through the year
 Fundraisers for other charities

The Parish Magazine
A Parish Magazine has been in existence for over a century and continues to be produced
and professionally printed on a monthly basis. It is considered an important part of the
parish’s mission in the community.
Finances
There are five main separate accounts – the Churchyard, the Parish Account and three
individual church accounts. Each of the three churches continues to perform satisfactorily
and regularly pay their Parish Share to the Parish Account.
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Person Specification
Experience



An appreciation of parish ministry and community relations in a Valleys town
and the ability to develop the church’s role and forge links within the community;
Engagement with and pastoral support for people of all ages

Knowledge, Skills and Competencies










The ability to forge, maintain and develop good relationships with schools,
young people and their families in the parish
Excellent interpersonal skills including the ability to build relationships with
parishioners and community groups as well as senior figures within the wider Church
Ability to think strategically, turning ideas and possibilities into clear and
implementable plans
The ability to inspire, encourage and equip parishioners to assist with the running
of the parish and to take ownership of parish activities and initiatives
Leadership and team-working skills – including the ability to motivate,
inspire and effectively co-ordinate volunteers, colleagues,
community organisations and members of other denominations
The ability to draw the best from a range or worship traditions,
and preach in a variety of styles to a broad range of listeners
Good organisational skills
Excellent oral and writing skills, including ICT literacy

General Attributes







The ability to speak or use Welsh liturgically would be warmly welcomed
Enthusiastic about inclusivity, equality and diversity
High emotional intelligence and resilience
Willingness to be flexible in working practices, eg hours of work
Enthusiasm and energy to be fully involved in parish activities
The vision to drive and facilitate change
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