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Support the 40 million people 
displaced in the world today

Marcelin and his three daughters 
have endured some of the worst natural 
disasters on earth – a deadly earthquake 
in 2010 and Hurricane Matthew in 2016. 

They’re not just 
survivors. They’re 
fighters. But they’re 
only so strong. It’s over 
a year since Marcelin 
and his daughters lost 
their home and they’re 
still living in a 2x2m 
windowless concrete 
block. Marcelin 
doesn’t expect them 
to survive if another 

hurricane hits. They need steadfast 
support to rebuild and withstand the 
storms. Christian Aid is working with 
communities in Haiti to rebuild homes, 
homes which will withstand the storms. 
£210 could train a local builder in Haiti 
to build secure homes for people like 
Marcelin, giving them a safe place to 
weather the next disaster, and a fighting 
chance to build a better 
life. 

You can help in many 
ways.
• Give: Christian 

Aid Week (13-19 
May) brings tens 
of thousands of 
Christians together 
to achieve incredible 
things with some of 
the poorest people 
in the world. Over the past year we 
have heard great stories of outreach 
into our communities across the 
Diocese with Big Brekkies, concerts, 
house to house collecting and much 
more! This year we are calling for 
new ideas to strengthen Christian 
Aid Week for the future. Have you 
got an idea you would love to try? 
We have a small innovation fund and 
we would love to hear from you!

• Act: Please help to collect signatures 
calling on the UK Government to 
speak out for internally displaced 
people at the UN. And if you would 
like to learn more as a church about 

what we can do to support the 40 
million people who are internally 
displaced, we have a new exhibition 
called UPROOTED. Contact us for 
more info and to arrange for the 
exhibition to visit your church.

• Volunteer: Christian Aid is looking 
for a couple of specialist volunteers 
from the Diocese who can help 
develop relationships with schools 
and deliver assemblies. Training and 
resources available. Could this be 
you? Please contact Gill and Cynan 
at cardiff@christian-aid.org 

• Pray: Please uphold the plans for 
Christian Aid Week in prayer and 
remember that it coincides with 

the global wave 
of prayer Thy 
Kingdom Come. 
Pledge to pray at 
thykingdomecome.
global 

Church, youth, 
community and 
school resources 
are available online 
at www.caweek.org 
– order of service, 

prayers, fundraising ideas, schools’ 
assembly and teaching pack, Big Brekkie 
pack, petition sheets, and much more 
– or from the Cardiff office cardiff@
christian-aid.org 029 2084 4646

Did you know that two thirds of people 
who are forced from their home are still 
in their own country? That’s 40 million 
people uprooted by conflict or natural 
disaster, unwilling 
or unable to cross a 
border. They are 
largely ignored by 
the international 
community and denied 
official protection 
afforded to refugees. If 
we knew their names, 
it would take us well 
over a year to read 
them aloud – without 
stopping to sleep.

As followers of Jesus, we are called to 
step out in mission and prayer with the 
world’s poorest people. This Christian Aid 
Week we will follow the stories of families 
in Haiti who are uprooted because of 
violent storms and natural disaster. 

“We have heard great 
stories of outreach 
into our communities 
across the Diocese with 
Big Brekkies, concerts, 
house to house collecting 
and much more!”

“Christian Aid is looking 
for a couple of specialist 
volunteers from the 
Diocese who can help 
develop relationships 
with schools and deliver 
assemblies.” 

Together we’re stronger than the storms, says Christian Aid’s Mari McNeill 
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Whilst there I had a conversation with a 
12-year-old pupil about what believing 
in Jesus would mean for him. He was 
very conscious of the pluralism of our 
society, the many different opinions, 
and the choices he had to make. It 
was a powerful illustration to me of 
how our Church in Wales’ schools are 

participating in the 
‘apostolic’ mission of 
the church; handing 
on the faith of the first 
disciples of Jesus to 
a new generation of 
Christians who will 
proclaim it afresh 
in their changing 
world. The Bishop 
bears responsibility 
to see that such 

apostolic witness is sustained and 
encouraged. Through the historic 
episcopate – the laying on of 
hands from one generation of bishops 
to another – we 
have transmitted 
the obligation 
and the authority 
to proclaim afresh 
the authent ic 
gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  In that 
way the unity of 
the Church is 
maintained across 
time but also across the space of 
geography and cultural diversities. 

That unity is made visible in the 
person of the Bishop, particularly in 
her Cathedral as she gathers, ordains, 
confirms and sends out members of the 
diocese to do Christ’s work. Particularly 
significant is the occasion on Maundy 
Thursday when the diocese gathers 
around her to begin the profound days of 

the triduum, and where all clergy renew 
their ordination vows. All are welcome 
in the Cathedral at 10am on 29th March 
for that Chrism Mass. It’s there that 
we recall our unity in Christ, not in our 
agreement with one another, nor even 
in the proclamation of Scripture but in 
our shared commitment to the mission 
of Christ to heal the world. From there 
we then come to the foot of the Cross 
and like the disciples encounter our 
failures and infidelities.

On Easter Day this year, before 
going again to the Cathedral, I will also 
celebrate our forgiveness and renewal 
with baptisms and confirmations in the 
context of a dawn eucharist at 6am at 
St Mabon’s at Llanfabon (CF46 6PG). 
Again you’re welcome to join me as we 
jubilantly mark the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ with the journey from darkness 
to light, our own story of redemption 
as we too are led out of slavery and 
into freedom, fol lowing the pillar 

of fire which 
becomes the 
light of Christ, 
lighting our way 
for the year to 
come.

D e s c r i b i n g 
tha t  j ou rney 
would not be a 
succinct answer 
for my friends 

but it does tell them one important 
truth. The question isn’t so much what 
a bishop does but what a bishop is, and 
to understand that you have to see the 
church travel from ashes to paschal 
candle. 

I need to find a succinct answer to 
that question. It’s a year since I was 
appointed as Bishop and friends are 
asking me what the job is about. What 
do you actually do?

I tell them what’s in my diary. There 
are confirmations, licensings of new 
clergy, conversations with people, 
meetings and events. 

Given that my daily 
schedule is so varied 
and complicated 
I’m tempted to 
simply say ‘I run the 
diocese’, except 
that I certainly don’t! 
That task is done so 
much better by my 
colleagues such as 
the Archdeacons 
and Diocesan Secretary alongside the 
great and wonderful regiment of parish 
officers and clergy. 

You can see why my friends who 
have seen me as a Vicar, Chaplain, 
Residentiary Canon and Dean are 
curious about what I’m now up to as a 
Bishop.

One answer I could give them is to 
describe the journey I make through this 
time of year because like every other 
Christian I’m defined by what happens 
as we step out of Lent, into Holy Week 
and then on towards the glorious new 
hope of Eastertide.

I started that journey on Ash 
Wednesday at two of our Church in 
Wales’ Secondary Schools. Ashing 
pupils and staff as they began their 
day in the foyer of Bishop of Llandaff 
High School was followed by joining 
Year 7 at St Teilo’s as they explored 
the themes of Lent through imaginative 
activities which connected us with 
prayer, fasting, repenting and forgiving. 

“It’s a year since I was 

appointed as Bishop 

and friends are asking 

me what the job is 

about. What do you 

actually do?”

“What does a Bishop do?”
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Leaving school at 17 with no ‘A’ levels 
and only a clutch of ‘O’ levels is not 
what you would expect from a Diocesan 
Director of Education.

But then Andrew Rickett certainly 
didn’t follow a conventional career route 
to his current post, joining the Army 
straight from school and serving seven 
years in the Coldstream Guards as a 
musician followed by a spell working in 
Special Branch at New Scotland Yard.

When by his mid-20s he decided 
he was ready to return to his books, he 
literally knocked on the door of Reading 
University and demanded they ‘give him 
a chance’, after his initial application to 
study there was rejected due to his lack 
of ‘A’ levels.

Three years later, the trumpeter 
who had performed for the Queen 
and Heads of State, including Ronald 
Reagan, left with a BEd and a passion 
to impart his love of music and learning 
to young people.

It is that determination and wealth of 
experience after 22 years as a teacher 
and latterly school inspector and 
education consultant, that Andrew will 
be drawing on in his new role.

“We need to ask what is the purpose 
of church schools in the 21st century? 
What is their vision and where are they 
going over the next five years and 
beyond. Church schools are only going 
to be successful if their vision is relevant 
to the children, so that the Christian 
ethos has a relevance to their lives 
today.

“It isn’t about bringing children to 
the Bible – it’s about 
the Bible going to 
meet the children and 
serving their needs. 

“To do that we 
have to look at the 
challenges facing 
young people and 
one of the pressing 
matters of today is the 
way that children’s 
mental health and 
emotional wellbeing are being put under 
pressure from things that society has 
created such as the major advances in 
communications and technology.

“Children and young people don’t 
create these things, adults have but it 
is the children that are suffering from 

the consequences – add to that the 
pressure to do well academically – and 
it is all having a significant effect on 
their lives which in some cases can be 
detrimental.

“NHS figures show that the number 
of children who are self-harming is rising 
at an alarming rate and the age at which 
this is happening is getting lower all the 
time and affecting children as young as 

six, seven and eight.
“These children are 

in our schools and we 
must do something 
to help them – this is 
not an option as it’s 
children’s lives that 
we are talking about – 
it cannot be ignored.”

He said he would 
be calling on the 
diocese to inject cash 

to resource schools to help tackle this 
vital issue. 

And he argues that it is the Bible 
and children’s exploration of what faith 
and belief means to them that will help 
give them the resilience to protect 
themselves from the pressures of 

Man on a 
Mission 

taking faith into the 
classroom

SCHOOL NEWS

“It isn’t about bringing 

children to the Bible 

– it’s about the Bible 

going to meet the 

children and serving 

their needs.”

Meet the diocese’s new education director as he questions the purpose of church schools in 
the 21st century and talks of the challenges faced by young people today as social media and 
exam pressure takes a toll on their mental health and emotional well-being.



As a committed Christian, Andrew 
grew up attending church as a child 
before moving away from it for a 
few years until he walked through 
the door again at the age of 40.

He met his wife Sarah, who is 
Director of Outreach and Learning 
at Salisbury Cathedral, when she 
took over his job as head of music 
at Baden-Powell and St Peter’s 
Junior School, Poole, when he was 
promoted.

In their spare time the couple, 
who are both keen gardeners, 
are transforming an overgrown 
wilderness at their new home in the 
Welsh borders into a garden. They 
are both keen musicians and enjoy 
walking.

today’s society.
“If faith can’t help these children then 

what can?” asks Andrew.
“In our church schools we need 

to look beyond just an emphasis on 
values education, we need to help them 
develop their ability to reflect and be 
spiritual.

“For example, with the story of the 
Good Samaritan, children know it’s 
about friendship but that alone is not 
going to stop them self-harming unless 
they have a core belief and purpose 
that guides them and provides inner 
strength.

“Every child when they leave school 
must have their own personal core belief 
so that they can articulate what drives 
them and guides their lives - to some it 
may be a religious faith, 
to others it may come 
from elsewhere but the 
important thing is to 
believe in something. 
That’s our mission.

“We need to help 
children develop their 
spirituality - Christian values are a tool 
to help us get there but they are not the 
end product. To achieve this, schools 
need to think for themselves and we 
need to give them permission to do so - 
they must have a common purpose but 
will have different ways of getting there.”

With 22 primary schools and three 
secondary schools, Andrew is spending 
his first few months 

in post travelling around the 
diocese getting to know the 
schools, the teachers and the 
pupils.

“I am listening to what 
they all have to say, and 
I am talking with them 
about where they are, 
what they need, and 
their expectations of the 
diocese.”

With major curriculum 
changes on the way for 
Wales, Andrew believes exciting 
times are ahead.

“I applaud the direction that 
the curriculum is going and how 
an education community is being 
built that will be based on enquiry, 

experimentation and 
shared learning and I 
sincerely hope that it is 
successful. 

“However, if you want 
teachers to be creative 
and build things then 
they need to be free, so 

I hope the Welsh government doesn’t 
overdo legislation to say how this will 
all happen, as that will just stifle it and 
place it all in a straitjacket of testing.”

And what about the difference 
between church schools and 
community schools - well both should 
be doing the same sort of work - 
although their reason or purpose will be 
different, says Andrew.

“Church schools will be striving 
to achieve because they know that’s 
what God wants them to do - that is 
their purpose - their faith. So, we are 
not saying that parents and children 
have to share our faith, but they need 
to know that is our purpose and why 
learning from Bible stories is central 
to that.”

And at the heart of every church 
school are the daily acts of collective 
worship – which Andrew believes is 

the most exciting thing.
“We need to understand that 

collective worship is Church and that 
these daily acts of worship in our 
schools are very likely the largest group 
of people coming together in a parish 
daily to worship. We have 8,500 children 
worshipping every day in Llandaff 
and that is our biggest worshiping 
community.

“And that is why it is so vital to build 
and strengthen relationships between 
our schools and the rest of the diocese.” 

After qualifying as a teacher 
Andrew spent 22 years working in 
three different schools rising to the 
senior leadership team at his last 
school until an outstanding Ofsted 
inspection led to an invitation to 
train to become an inspector.

“I had mixed feeling as I loved 
being in the classroom but as soon 
as I trained to be an inspector, I 
was offered more and more work 
until I decided to do it full-time and 

then moved into SIAMS (Statutory 
Inspection of Anglican and Methodist 
Schools).

“This means that over the last 
15 years I have gained experience 
working with more than 600 church 
schools across ten dioceses, 
including consultancy work with 
many of these dioceses.”

This includes being the Lead 
Diocesan Board of Education 
Consultant for the Diocese of 

Salisbury.
Andrew was also the lead 

inspector with the School 
Inspection Service (SIS), which 
provides inspections for schools 
with a religious character. As 
a member of the Religious 
Education Council for England 
and Wales he has contributed to 
the consultation being undertaken 
by the Commission on Religious 
Education (CoRE).

“We need to help 

children develop 

their spirituality”
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Church can often seem like an alien 
place for many people with its own 
culture, traditions and language. 
It’s therefore important that as 
Christians we are proactive in 
connecting with people in a wider 
variety of contexts, making the 
Gospel as accessible as possible. 

Lisvane is a small community on 
the northern outskirts of Cardiff with 
just two churches, St Denys and 
Lisvane Baptist, and increasingly 
we’ve looked at how we can work 
together to grow the Kingdom of 
God. We came up with the idea of 
holding a joint week-long mission 
based in a giant tent. Neither 
church would have the capacity to 
hold a series of joint ventures, plus 
we also thought that a giant tent 
would attract publicity and provide 
a highly visible presence in the 
community. 

Held in half term week there was 
a variety of events and services 
spread throughout the week, all 
jointly planned and facilitated by 
close to 60 volunteers from both 
churches. Attendances were really 
good and on the final Sunday it’s 
estimated that close to 400 hundred 
people came along. 

One of the highlights of the week 
was a giant curry evening for men. 
The aim was to invite along non-
Christian friends and colleagues 
who might struggle to say ‘yes’ to 
an invitation to a traditional church 
service, but who would find it hard 
to turn down the chance of a good 
curry! At St Denys we have been 

holding fairly regular ‘Skittles & 
Curry’ evenings for men over the 
past year anyway and have found 
those an effective way of keeping 
men feel connected to church, as 
well as providing opportunity to 
invite those who might consider 
themselves more on the margins. 

We contacted the local curry 
house and got a fixed price per 
head to lay on a curry buffet, 
and invited Colonel Robbie Hall 
QGM, a former army colonel and 
distinguished bomb disposal 
expert, to share something of his 
work and testimony. He spoke of 
the challenges of his work and how, 
as a committed Christian, his faith 
had helped him cope over many 
years in that field. 

We capped the price of tickets 
at £10 each to encourage existing 
members of church not only to 
purchase a ticket for themselves, 
but also to make it affordable 
to purchase two tickets with the 
intention of bringing along a friend 
or colleague as a guest. 

To make it viable for them, the 
curry house needed us to guarantee 
60 men to attend. In the event we 

sold 125 tickets and could have 
sold more if we’d had the capacity. 
It was a hugely successful evening. 
The speaker was really interesting 
and engaging, and the curry was 
tasty and there was lots of it! 

The real ‘take away’ from that 
curry evening though was that 
people who say ‘no’ to traditional 
church will still say ‘yes’ to coming 
to listen to the Gospel if it’s 
presented simply and accessibly. 
Jesus went out of his way to meet 
people in their own contexts and 
conveyed the Gospel in ways that 
everyday folk could understand. I 
think we forget that sometimes how 
‘niche’ church can appear to those 
who stand outside of it. 

A curry evening for men (or 
women!) like this is easy to organise 
and facilitate and it needn’t be 
on such a grand scale. It can 
be held in someone’s home, the 
local curry house or in a church 
or hired hall. But it is a terrific 
way of building relationships and 
building community, and hopefully 
presenting the Gospel in a way that 
is relevant and accessible. 

As a church we were keen to 
build follow up into our planning 
and preparation so put in place an 
Alpha Course to follow on which 
began the following week. However, 
there is no substitute for personal 
relationship and testimony so we 
would encourage people, once 
established, to keep those channels 
of connection and communication 
open. 

NEWS

A big tent, a curry and a bomb disposal 
expert – taking the Gospel to men

Traditional church services may not attract as many men as they once did, but there are still 
ways in which churches can connect with them, writes the Revd Chris Burr, Vicar of Lisvane, 
Cardiff.
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Tucked away in a small Vale church is a 
stunning 16th century family tomb which 
has recently been restored to its former 
glory. 

With life-size depictions of eleven 
members of two prominent local 
families, the Basset Tomb dominates the 
chancel of Grade II* St Illtyd’s Church in 
Llantrithyd.

Fo l lowing a 
ma jor  £110,000 
refurbishment which 
included connecting 
the 12th century church 
with water and mains 
electricity for the first 
time, the tomb was 
restored by conservator 
Jane Foley of Foley 
Conservation.

Parish priest Canon 
Derek Belcher said, 
“Nothing had been done to this tomb 
since Victorian times – it was very striking 
but some of the paint was flaking and 
fading in places and there was other 
minor damage. The parish is very proud 
of this exceptionally fine tomb and its 
historical significance to the church and 
so decided that restoration was needed 
to preserve it for future generations.”

The £15,000 project, which was 
carried out over a six-week period and 
included restoration of other memorials 
in the church, was funded by church 
members and donations.

The work, which was celebrated 
in a service of thanksgiving, followed 
the revamp of the whole of the church, 
which including connecting it to water 
and mains electricity, installing heating 
and lighting, repairs to the windows and 
general redecoration.

Canon Derek said, “Up until 
three years ago the church was 
lit by candles and oil lamps 
and it had no heating. It was 
very atmospheric but I do 
remember one wedding when 
I had to stop briefly because 
I couldn’t read the service 
book when a cloud blocked 
the light from the sun!”

“The parish did an 
amazing job raising more 
than £10,000 for the church 
refurbishment project 

and securing several grants including 
a substantial one from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.

“Following the general 
refurbishment work the 
tomb underwent a sensitive 
restoration by a specialist 
conservator to ensure and 
preserve its prominence 
within St Illtyd’s.”

PCC secretary Mrs 
Jeanne Bear said, 
“Visitors to the church 
are always drawn to the 
tomb and amazed that such 
an impressive monument is tucked 
away in a small country church.”

Conservator Jane Foley said the 
carving on the 16th century tomb 
and memorial was of a high standard 
and would have been carried out by 
a skilled artisan, with the surfaces 
decorated by experienced journeymen 
of the time. Over the years it had 
been well cared by the parish and 

overpainted in at least the 19th and 20th 
century.

“The treatment gave the monuments 
a new lease of life by preserving and 
stabilizing their condition and revealing 
and preserving the treasure of the 
excellent paint techniques of the 19th 

century craftsmen under 
layers of grime on the 
bodies and faces of the 

figures, including the 
angel to the fore on the 
tomb,” said Jane Foley. 

The Grade II* listed 
church has 12th century 
origins with the chancel, 

nave and tower being rebuilt 
in the 14th century and 
further embellished by the 

Basset, Mansel and Aubrey 
families of the adjoining 

mansion Llantrithyd Place (now ruined) in 
the 16th and 17th centuries. The families 
were prominent local landowners 
as well being heavily involved in the 
maintenance and development of the 
church.

The church is open daily for visitors. 
More details from Eleanor Williams at 
Eleanor@sidelock.com

Historic tomb restored at St Illtyd’s Church, Llantrithyd 

Family history set in stone
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A sporting chance

When you think of the backroom staff 
at any sports club, the first people who 
come to mind are coaches, physios and 
dietitians.

But also working behind the scenes 
- and playing a vital role in the many 
areas they cover - are sports chaplains, 
offering everything from support and 
counselling to a friendly ear.

The director of Sports Chaplaincy UK 
for Wales is Martin Lewis, who is also 
the chaplain to the Cardiff Blues rugby 
team.  

“I go to Highfields Church in Cardiff, 
and I drive the men’s work there,” he 
said. “One of the things I did in the early 
days was to bring in Christian sports 
speakers and one of those people 
was John Boyers, who is chaplain at 
Manchester United. We brought him 
down and worked him hard - we took 

him into school, did assemblies, 
classes, and we had three great 

days with him.
“Before he went, he 

left me a book called 
Footballing Lives 

which is all about 
chaplaincy in 
football. In some 
ways I didn’t think 
any more about it 
until one day there 
was a phone call 

from Ian Rees. I’ve known Ian for years 
but, unbeknown to me, he was chaplain 
to the Cardiff Blues. The Church in 
Wales was moving him out of Cardiff, 
to Mid Wales, and he asked if I’d be 
interested in taking over from him.

“I said I’d have to pray about it, and 
think about it. I was working as a bank 
manager so wondered how it would fit 
in with my day job but nevertheless I felt 
God’s calling and agreed to replace Ian.” 

Martin started with Cardiff Blues 
under-16s north - the region at that age 
is split north and south - in 2010. 

“Over that time it’s grown from under-
16s to academy age (18-21) and then, as 
they moved the academy into the Vale, I 
moved with them. That brought me into 
contact with the senior team, and they 
said I might as well provide chaplaincy 
for everyone. I’ve been with the senior 
team now for two years.” 

It is a role which is both varied and 
rewarding, but sometimes the most 
important function is to provide a friendly 
ear.

“Our strapline as an organisation 
is ‘pastorally proactive and spiritually 
reactive’. We’re there to serve people. 
In the early days it started with them 
making it known what I was there for, 
what a chaplain does, a listening ear, 
someone to sound off to, just being 
there while the lads were training, talk 

to the boys who were injured, talk to 
parents and grandparents. In the early 
days it was also parents I was helping, 
people going through a divorce or 
praying with dads on the touchline.

“For the lads it was the availability 
of someone to talk to - including a 
couple of boys whose parents were 
going through divorce or a death in the 
family. I’d go to matches, help clean 
the changing rooms afterwards, and 
try and show a willingness to serve. 
I was able to bring things from my 
banking background, so I did some 
life-skills talks, and introduced things 
like Operation Christmas Child so the 
players at that age have some social 
justice insights.”

And that social outreach work is 
as important to clubs as it is to the 
chaplains. 

“I take them out to feed the homeless 
every two months, picking different 
members of the squad. The club were 
very keen for the boys to realise that, 
however tough rugby might seem, they 
live in a bubble, and they like the idea of 
them seeing life outside. The Blues have 
a lovely mantra of wanting to develop 
good men, not just good athletes.”

And while Martin is busy with the 
Blues and his Wales-wide role, it’s very 
much a team effort as wife Heather is 
chaplain to Disability Sport Wales.

Sport – from professional rugby regions to amateur local clubs – is a game of highs and lows. 
But, there for all those involved, is a network of chaplains offering everything from life skills 
coaching to a listening ear. And there’s a chance to join the team….

FEATURE
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“I was there when John Boyers came 
and I read the same book,” Heather 
said. “In 2012 I went in for a day to find 
out about sports chaplaincy but not long 
after had a serious asthma attack and 
ended up in hospital. 

“I didn’t want to do rugby or football, 
and that’s all that seemed to be on offer, 
but the following year I went to another 
day. I got chatting about what sports I 
did at school, and my passion was very 
much athletics. While I was talking, I also 
said that every Christmas our school 
used to put on a party for disabled 
children. I was only meant to go one year 
but I ended up doing three because a 
girl who came asked specifically for me. 
It was suggested I think about disability 
sports and something inside me just 
clicked.”

And it was not long into that role 
before Heather began to see the effect it 
would have.

“There was an athlete who had 
picked up a number of injuries. He’s 
really lovely, and quite humorous, but 
when you first meet him he can be very 
shy. 

“The first time I met him he asked 
if we could have a chat. He had been 
asked to switch sports, from running to 
cycling, which he didn’t want to do. He 
was thinking about quitting sport and 
getting a job so I said I’d help with a CV 
and support, but asked him to have a 
think about the switch, explore it and, if 
it didn’t work out, he could say he hadn’t 
lost anything apart from some time.

“He did make the switch and, in his 
first race, got a bronze medal. He then 
went to LA and got two golds. After that 
first race, in the gym he said he had 

something to show me and it was his 
bronze medal. He said ‘this is as much 
for you as it is for me’. All I did was sit 
and listen and help him explore but I’m 
proud of the fact he’s done that.”

There are now chaplains for sports 
teams and clubs throughout Wales, 
including familiar faces Ian Rees - who 
is chaplain to the Ospreys - and Helen 
Rees, who is chaplain to Ospreys 
Ladies.

And to meet the growing range of 
sports the team covers - from rugby and 
football and disability sport to cricket, 
boxing and weightlifting - there’s always 
room for more volunteers. 

“All the rugby regions have a 
chaplain,” Martin said, “60% 
of Welsh Premiership 
rugby teams have one, 
Swansea City have 
three chaplains (seniors, 
academy and ladies), 
we have just had our 
first chaplain at a 
boxing club, for 

powerlifting, at Glamorgan Cricket Club, 
and a number of opportunities are being 
finalised like Cardiff City Academy.

“We are looking for more and more 
volunteers. If people come forward and 
say they want to do it, then I can go and 
look to open doors. 

“If people want to volunteer I’d direct 
them to our website. We offer training 
and we have a code of practice - the 
chaplain has to sign, the club signs and 
I sign. We hold induction days which 
give a real insight into sport. Whether 
it’s pro, semi-pro or at a local level, 
it’s still important to understand how 
sportspeople tick.”

And the growing number of 
disabled sports clubs offers even more 
opportunities.

“The kingdom of God is not just for 
able-bodied sportspeople, and it’s a 
great way for churches to be connected 
to disability work,” Martin said. “What 
a vision we would have if we saw a 
chaplain at every meaningful sports club 
in Wales.”

If you would like to find out more 
about becoming a sports chaplain, 
visit sportschaplaincy.org.uk/wales/ 
or contact Martin at Martin.Lewis@
sportschaplaincy.co.uk

You can find out more about 
Disability Sport Wales at  
www.disabilitysportwales.com

Our strapline as an organisation is 

‘pastorally proactive and spiritually 

reactive’. We’re there to serve people
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All cleaned up for confirmation service
Bishop June visited St Martin’s Church in 
Caerphilly, for the first time for a special 
Candlemas confirmation service.

In honour of the Bishop’s visit, 
a special cleaning detail had been 
deployed the previous day to make sure 
the church was looking its best - only 
the spiders in the very high clerestory 
windows escaped attention!

And in another first, the new benefice-
wide “family orchestra” developed by 
Ruth Greenaway-Robbins joined forces 
with the benefice choir, the organ and 

the junior church children and helpers, to 
perform as a group for the first time ever.

The church was packed with people 
from all four church families – including 
the altar party, acolytes, readers, 
and Eucharistic ministers, as well as 
sidespeople. 

Bishop June wanted everyone to be 
“sprinkled” at the time of the renewal of 
baptism vows - so we all went up to the 
font, where the we had the aspergillum 
and aspersorium borrowed from St 
Catherine’s. But if I recall rightly, it was 
the sprig of rosemary that was used most 
energetically – amazing how much water 

can be widely distributed from that!
The service for the four adults and 

four children ended with the procession 
of light for Candlemas as everyone 
carried their candles and sang as they 
processed around the church. 

So many children and parents from a Neath school 
wanted to get confirmed that the services of two 
bishops had to be called upon!

By Deryn McAndrew

leave school.
During the confirmation 

service the church was 
packed to capacity and the 
school choir sang as the 
candidates processed into 
church in pairs holding 
candles to celebrate 
Candlemas.

Lynda said, “I don’t think 
there is anything more 
beautiful and more of a 
witness to this wonderful 
faith of ours, than to see 
children’s faces lit up and shining with 
the joy of the Holy Spirit.

“Our church school holds a very 
special place in the parish and there 
are strong links between the school, 
its parents and the church. When 
children start their school life they 
have the opportunity to be baptised 
as a sacrament and a whole school 
celebration and at the end there is the 
sacrament of confirmation.”

Mr James Dummer, deputy head 
of ADS said, “Confirmation is such an 
important event in our school calendar 

and this year we were thrilled with our 
largest contingent - 34 pupils making 
the decision to be confirmed. I have had 
the pleasure of teaching this cohort a 
number of times over recent years and I 
cannot deny a tear to the eye watching 
these amazing individuals making their 
commitment to God.”

• Nine children from ADS’s Early 
Years department were baptised 
by Lynda in the week prior to the 
confirmation service, after the priest 
was asked to give a talk to the children 
about baptism.

A total of 40 children and five adults – 
three of whom were parents of pupils 
being confirmed – were admitted to 
receive Holy Communion in the special 
service carried out by Bishop June and 
Bishop Dominic at St David’s Church, 
Neath.

The confirmation service for Year 
6 pupils at Alderman Davies Church 
in Wales Primary School was brought 
forward this year from May to February 
to give pupils the opportunity to receive 
communion for a longer period whilst in 
school.

Team Vicar of Neath the Revd Lynda 
Newman said, “We were particularly 
pleased that three parents decided to 
join their children and be confirmed 
in the same service. We were also 
delighted to welcome six candidates 
from other parts of the benefice.”

Indeed parents, grandparents and 
members of the congregation join 
a different year group each week at 
Alderman Davies School for their 
Eucharist. Following their confirmation 
Year 6 children come out of class and 
receive communion weekly until they 
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Around the Diocese
40 children, five adults 
and two bishops!

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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A community food co-operative that offers affordable and fresh local fruit and vegetables has 
been launched in the Caerphilly borough.

mission, because as well as promoting 
healthy eating by providing fresh fruit and 
vegetables at affordable prices, it is a 
great way that the church is able to reach 
out into the community in a very practical 
way,” said Father Gareth.

“Both the volunteers who help run 
it and the users come from various 
communities around the parish – it is 
drawing people in and already we are 
seeing the benefits with one of the local 
pubs donating the proceeds from a 

series of quiz nights 
to the refurbishment 
project.”

Bishop June said, 
“I applaud the work 
of this popular food 
co-op which is a 
new initiative for the 
Church in Nelson 
and is meeting a real 
need. Fresh fruit and 

veg can often be skimped on when 
money is tight so this is a fantastic 
way of offering people affordable fresh 
produce. It shows how the Church cares 
for the whole person, for their physical 
needs as well as their spiritual needs, 
it supports local suppliers, and it gives 
people a chance to meet together. It’s 
an inspiring example of the Church in 
that community making a difference.”

Sandra James, who has been 

using the food co-op every week since 
Christmas said, “I have lived here most 
of my life so I am very happy to support 
something that will benefit both the 
church and the village.”

Churchwarden Alison Francis 
(pictured) said, “The food co-op is 
already proving extremely popular and 
is bringing people into the church hall 
who would not normally come to church 
and this is helping us to build links and 
strengthen fellowship within the village.”

The £200,000 re-ordering project 
centres on the complete refurbishment 
of St John’s Church including the 
installation of a kitchenette and toilet 
facilities. Urgent repairs will be carried 
out to the tower and the floor of the 
church and the pipe-organ will be 
refurbished.

The project which hopes to start early 
next year will be funded by grants and 
fundraising by the parish. Once the repair 
and refurbishment work is completed, 
the many groups that currently meet in 
the church hall will be able to move into 
the church. These range from Mothers’ 
Union to Brownies, Slimming World and 
a local choir.

“The refurbishment project is going 
to greatly enhance this much-loved 
church building and keep it at the heart 
of community life here in Nelson,” said 
Fr Gareth.

An average of 60 – 70 bags of fruit and 
vegetables are distributed every week 
by the food co-op that operates out of 
St John’s Church hall, Nelson. It was set 
up last November following a £600 grant 
from the Diocesan Mission Fund.

The Revd Gareth Coombes, priest-in-
charge of the parish of Treharris, Trelewis, 
Bedlinog and Llanfabon said, “We started 
the food co-op as we were looking for a 
mission project to identify, develop and 
strengthen links between the church and 
the community and 
to highlight the re-
ordering project that is 
planned for St John’s 
Church.”

It operates every 
T h u r s d a y  f r o m 
11.30pm to 1.30pm. 
The bags of fresh fruit 
and vegetables cost 
£3 each and include a 
stew pack, Mediterranean bags, stir fry 
as well as seasonal fruit and veg. 

The co-operative is open to everyone 
– people need to simply turn up, order 
their bags, pay and then collect their fresh 
produce the following week. Healthy Start 
vouchers for families on certain benefits 
and low income are also accepted.

It is run by local volunteers with all 
the fruit and veg being supplied by local 
supplier Veg of Evans of Ystrad Mynach. 
The food co-op also offers a meeting 
place for the community by providing a 
soup lunch and other light refreshments; 
some of which are provided by the local 
Co-op store. Any donations received for 
refreshments support the refurbishment 
project planned for St John’s.

“This is a fantastic opportunity for 

Community food 
co-op feeds body and 
soul in Nelson

“It’s an inspiring 

example of the Church 

in that community 

making a difference, 

said Bishop June”

Whether its funding for a food co-
op, the creation of a new lay post or 
support for summer club activities 
– the Diocesan Board of Finance 
has many grants available to help 

parishes make their vision a reality.
For more details on what grants 

are available and how to apply visit 
http://llandaff.churchinwales.org.
uk/parish-resources/
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Appointments

Born and brought up in Penarth, Fr 
Stephen initially studied geography at 
Swansea University, but while there he 
felt his calling to the priesthood. 

He says, “I decided that St Michael’s 
was a bit too close to my home in 
Penarth, and after Swansea University 
I wanted a different, smaller, type of 
college so I went to Salisbury and Wells.”

After being interviewed by Archbishop 
Glyn Simon, he was ordained in 1974, 
the same time as his friends Archdeacon 
Philip Morris and Fr Huw Rhydderch.

“The three of us served the whole 
of our ministry in Llandaff. These days 
people move about more and it is 
becoming more unusual to stay in one 
diocese.”

Each of his parishes has left an 
impression on him, and he remembers 
the people he met and worked alongside 
with great affection.

“I was curate at Llantrisant, where 
the vicar was Canon Edwin Davies. He 
was a great preacher and a newspaper 
columnist, and my sermon style has 
been very much influenced by him. I like 
my sermons to be chatty – and brief!”

During the Miners’ Strike, Fr Stephen 
was Rural Dean of the Rhondda, it was a 
turbulent time which affected the whole 
community.

The Revd Pauline 
Smith has been 
appointed as Team 
Vicar in the Rectorial 
Benefice of Eglwysilan 
and Caerphilly. She 

moved there in February from Coity, 
Nolton and Brackla.

The Revd Robert 
Lindsay, is to be 
licensed as priest in 
charge of Bargoed and 
Deri with Brithdir and 
continue as priest in 

charge of Pontlottyn and Fochriw. He 

“We helped them in our own way, 
and supported the families by giving to 
the miners’ wives appeals.”

The 1990s were spent as vicar of St 
Fagan’s in Aberdare, at the same time 
working on church stewardship with 
Derek Lane and in more recent times 
with Richard Jones.

Throughout his ministry Fr 
Stephen has been involved with youth 
organisations, and in education through 
the church schools in his parishes – St 
John the Baptist Comprehensive in 
Aberdare, and Alderman Davies Primary 
in Neath.

For the past 15 years he has been 
Rector of Neath, where he’s been at 
the heart of the community. In turn, the 
community has taken him to its heart.

“It’s a very busy parish, and with six 
churches so there’s always something 
going on. There have been lots of 
projects, and lots of fun and memories.

“The most recent was the Medieval 
Festival, which began as a celebration of 
the restoration of the tower at St Thomas’ 
Church and which grew to involve the 
whole town. We were exceptionally 
lucky with the weather as it was the only 
hot weekend we had last year!

“We had the appeal to repair St 
David’s Church tower and the beautiful 

will no longer serve as priest in charge of 
Rhymney in the Monmouth Diocese.

The Revd Elaine 
Jenkyns, priest in 
charge of Cwmafan and 
curate of Baglan has 
been appointed as Area 
Dean of Margam and 

was licensed last month. She takes over 
from Canon Philip Masson who has been 
thanked by Bishop June for his service 
over the last six years.

The new Rector for the benefice of 
Whitchurch is the Revd John Davis who 
rejoins the Llandaff Diocese from his post 
as Vicar of the Parish of St George and St 
James, Tredegar. He served his curacy 

concert Katherine Jenkins 
gave to launch it. And there was the 
‘Santiago Bell’ service, when HRH 
the Earl of Wessex came to present 
the bell as a memorial to the British 
and Commonwealth Fire Company 
Foundation of Santiago in Chile.

“Also, as chaplain to the South Wales 
Section of the Showman’s Guild it has 
been a privilege to maintain the historic 
links between the church and showmen 
and to stand on the dodgems and bless 
the annual Great Neath September Fair.” 

But behind the collar there is a 
dedicated sci-fi fan. “I watched the first 
Doctor Who episode as a boy and I’ve 
never stopped.”

Ably assisted by the Revd Lynda 
Newman, Fr Stephen has weaved 
Doctor Who, and also Star Wars, into 
the Children’s Christmas Eve Service, 
delighting both children and adults in the 
congregation.

Indeed, it could be said there are 
parallels between the church and the 
BBC programme. 

“I’ve been keen to make worship 
contemporary. Just as we have the 
first female Doctor, so too the church is 
evolving in tune with modern Wales.”

in Porthcawl and was also the Children’s 
Officer until 2000.

COMINGS & GOINGS

Theology, Travel and a 
Tardis – Canon Ryan retires

Leaving 
The Revd Sue Pratten, 
curate in the Rectorial 
Benefice of Eglwysilan 
and Caerphilly, has 
left Llandaff after being 
appointed Vicar and 

Ministry Area leader of the Caerleon 
Ministry Area in the Monmouth Diocese.

The Revd David Nyirongo, Team 
Vicar in the Parish of Pontypridd has 
resigned after just over two years in 
post.

During his four decades as a priest Canon Stephen Ryan 
has worn many ‘hats’. However, at Easter he will hang 
them all up when he retires after 42 years in the ministry. 
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Always campaigning…
whether curate or canon

The pivotal moment came when she 
wiped away her tears after the vote 
for women to be ordained priests was 
lost at the Church in Wales’ Governing 
Body meeting in 1994.

“I marched up to the nearest 
television camera and said, ‘I’ve got 
some things that I want to say’ and that 
was the moment the campaign was 
borne,” said Canon Jenny.

Within weeks the first meeting of 
the group Women Priests 
for Wales was held, with 
Jenny becoming its co-
chair, and at the forefront 
was a place she stayed 
right up until a few years 
ago when she helped 
push through a crucial 
amendment to the Bill for 
the ordination of women 
bishops in Wales.

But it all started at school in 
Wrexham when an inspirational RE 
teacher set Jenny on the road to read 
Theology at university and nominated 
her as a student to sit on GB.

“Women need to have strong role 
models and that was precisely what I 
saw at school – women taking on roles 
of responsibility and encouraging their 
pupils to think ‘big’ in terms of careers,” 
said Jenny.

After university a decade in teaching 
followed for Jenny who rose to be head 
of RE before the policies of Margaret 
Thatcher and the subsequent steel 
and pit closures put her on the path to 
ordination.

years of tireless campaigning, the Bill to 
allow women priests was passed at the 
September 1996 meeting of GB and on 
January 11, 1997, Jenny was among 
the first group of 61 women in Wales to 
be ordained priest.

Roles including deputy director of 
the South Wales Ordination Course and 
Secretary of the Provincial Selection 
Panel followed, while Jenny spent three 
years in Cathays as Team Vicar before 
moving to Radyr as Rector eleven years 
ago.

“One of the joys of ministry is that 
every day is different and every place 
you minister is different, that is what 
makes it so interesting as all this brings 
different challenges.

“In Cathays we had a modern 
church with a student community and 
five mosques in the parish and then 
I moved to Radyr with its two listed 
churches - one of them medieval - and 
its completely different challenges. We 
took out the pews at St John’s which 
revitalised it and gave it a new lease of 
life as a resource for the parish.”

As retirement beckons at the end of 
July, Jenny plans to spend more time 
with her family, but is still concerned 
about the role of women in the church.

“There are still not enough women 
coming through nor are there enough 
women in positions of responsibility 
within the church. It’s really important 
for us as women to speak for ourselves 
and to fight our own battles.

“The culture has still not changed 
and the work on that continues……”

“I had been brought up in the church 
and always been involved but then I 
had my second ‘I need to change the 
world!’ moment and offered myself for 
ordination.”

With a Theology BA and MA already 
under her belt, Jenny spent a year at 
college in Birmingham where she met 
her husband the Revd Dr Steve Wigley, 
a Methodist minister, who is now chair 
of the Wales Synod, and with whom 

she has now two grown up 
children.

Always a trailblazer, 
when she was deaconed 
in 1987, she was the only 
woman in Wales that year 
to be ordained into full-
time stipendiary ministry.

“That was the year that 
the Church in Wales started 

the conversation to make women 
priests - although I never dreamt that 
it would take as long as it did or that it 
would be such a struggle.

“But then I never dreamt that by 
the time I retired that we would have 
two women bishops in Wales which is 
fantastic. I hope it will become the norm 
to appoint women to all sorts of senior 
positions.”

After ordination, curacies followed 
in the dioceses of St Asaph, Swansea 
and Brecon plus St Davids before posts 
as Chaplain at Swansea University and 
tutor at St Michael’s College, where her 
role as one of the first female lecturers, 
was to advise on women’s ministry.

During this time after more than two 

COMINGS & GOINGS

Canon Jenny Wigley was at the forefront of the campaign for the ordination of women priests in 
Wales. Here, as she prepares to retire, she reflects on the changes she has witnessed over the 
last three decades.

Ordination day
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Out of Ely! Musical festival with a difference

Calling all organists

The St Martin in Roath Music Foundation

been heartening to see many coming 
to faith. Perhaps the lasting legacy of 
the scheme is the Baptism of many 
the choral scholars. Several of the 
choral scholars have continued 
to develop their musical careers, 
leaving St Martin’s to take up lay 
clerk positions in Cathedrals. 
Two scholars gained places with 
the prestigious Genesis Sixteen 
training scheme, and one former 
scholar sings in the London based 
professional choir, The Sixteen.”

In 2017, a decision was taken to 
expand the Music Foundation further by 
offering an Organ Scholarship. Following 
auditions, Matthew Nicholls (a second 
year Music undergraduate at Cardiff 
University) was offered the scholarship 
and took up the role in September 2017. 
Matthew works closely with the parish 
priest and Director of Music in planning 
the liturgical music at St Martin’s. In 

Travis Greene, Housefires, Martin Smith 
and For King and Country.

It takes place in two venues – Wiston 
House in West Sussex on May 26-27 
and Capesthorne Hall in Cheshire on 
June 1-2.

More information about the Big 
Church Day Out from:

https://bigchurchdayout.com/south/
join-us/prices

is, sometimes a challenge to keep going! 
“Apart from the freshening up of 

keyboard skills, those taking part will 
also gain encouragement and mutual 
support from each other. These sessions 
are intended for the average player, and 
will focus primarily on the technical skills 
to accompany hymn singing, as well 
as how to deal with stops and where 
relevant, pedals.”

To find out more visit www.rscm.
com/mentergerdd or call 01722 424848 
email: education@rscm.com

addit ion 
to organ playing, Matt 
is developing his skills as a choral 
conductor by rehearsing and directing 
the liturgical choir in conjunction with the 
Director of Music.

“The Church has always placed great 
value on education. At St Martin’s, we 
aim to offer this unique opportunity for 
young people to become involved in the 
life of the church,” said Mr Hill.

Eight years ago in September 2012 
a scheme was launched to provide 
scholarships for four singers (soprano, 
alto, tenor and bass) in full time higher 
education in order to expand the high 
quality of liturgical music offered at St 
Martin’s in Roath.

A year later, four choral scholars 
joined the choir and the scheme has 
flourished ever since. The St Martin 
in Roath Music Foundation has been 
solely financed by generous benefactors 
from the parish, although it is hoped 
to attract grant funding in future years. 
The scheme was expanded in 2015 - 
six choral scholarships were offered. 
In addition to singing at services in St 
Martin’s, the scholars participated in 
the liturgical choir’s visit to Westminster 
Abbey to sing Evensong.  

Timothy Hill, Director of Music said, 
“More importantly, the church has 
engaged with young people and it has 

People from across Wales are being 
invited to a Christian music festival this 
summer for two days of fellowship, 
worship and celebration.

The Big Church Day Out (BCDO) 
is the UK’s largest annual gathering of 
Christians from all denominations and 
age groups, attracting about 40,000 
people. This is its tenth year and the 
artists and bands in the line-up include 
Matt Redman, Kari Jobe, Crowder, 

Organists are being offered the chance 
to freshen up their skills as part of a new 
scheme being launched by the Royal 
School of Church Music in Wales.

Called The Complete Church 
Organist, the scheme provides practical 
help and coaching to small groups of 
organists.

Stuart Robinson, the organisation’s 
coordinator, said,“Being a church 
organist myself, I know that playing 
the organ of a Sunday can be a solitary 
business, and human frailty being what it 

The Making Music Changing Lives 
orchestral music project based in the 
Church of Resurrection in Cardiff  has 
released its first CD entitled ‘Out of Ely!’.

Tracks include their versions of 
Pirates of the 
C a r i b b e a n , 
Mars (from The 
Planets), Night 
on a Bare 
Mountain and 
John Ryan’s 
Polka. Copies 
of the CD 
are available 
priced £7 
(plus £1.50 
p&p) from 
the Revd Jan 

Gould at Church 
House, Grand Avenue, Cardiff, CF5 
4HX.  All proceeds will go directly to 
supporting the work of MMCL.

Watch a film about the project 
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /

watch?v=QNdUgeK-nBU&t=22s

All in tune

MUSIC
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Caption competition
May the Force be with you!

Thank you for all your entries to the caption 
competition. Remember the picture from the 
last edition?
First place went to Mary Hawkins of Devon for
“Free Gas, every sermon fills another 
bottle.”
Closely followed in second place by Sandra 
Davies of St Mary’s, Wenvoe for 
“You put your right arm in, your right arm 
out, in out, in out, you shake it all about, 
You do the Hokey Cokey...............”

 
 
Please send in your captions for this 
photograph to Alison Young, Croeso, Llandaff 
Diocese, The Court, Coychurch, Bridgend, 
CF35 5HF or by email to alisonyoung@
churchinwales.org.uk

NEWS IN BRIEF

Great appetite for adding it all up

Church School Leadership Programme - graduation

Lovely hall 
available for hire

New rules from May

Curate’s book 
on prayer Nearly 100 treasurers, gift aid officers 

and clergy from across the diocese 
attended the annual Treasurers’ 
Breakfast led by representatives from 
the Diocese of Liverpool.

Held at St Teilo’s Church in Wales 
High School, the event consisted of 
workshops on P.A.Y.E. and payroll, 
charity essentials and governance plus 
beyond the collection plate.

Over  100 people at tended the 
inaugural “graduation” in January to 
celebrate the completion of the first 
year of the Church School Leadership 
Programme. 

The Programme is a collaboration 
between Church in Wales and Catholic 
schools to encourage and develop 

The new Data Protection Regulation will 
come into force on May 25, 2018, by 
which time organisations are required to 
be compliant.

Data Protection is about protecting 
people. If we misuse or mishandle 
information, people can be physically 
hurt, lose out financially, be discriminated 
against, or suffer stress and inconvenience.

Geldard’s Solicitors have been 
appointed to assist the Representative 
Body in drafting new data protection 
policies and procedures and to provide 
training for all staff.

Llandaff has hosted two training 
sessions for staff and a further morning 
seminar was held for parishes.

The newly refurbished St Peter’s 
Community Hall and Gardens in 
Fairwater, Cardiff, is available for hire 
and offers a large main hall seating up 
to 80 people plus a small meeting room 
suitable for up to a dozen.

There is also a volunteer centre 
and access to kitchen and toilet 
facilities. All have access to an  award-
winning garden and patio area. For 
more details and to book contact 
Bethan Storm on 07522 928181 
stpeterscommunityhall1@gmail.com

A book of prayers for the four seasons 
of the year has been written by an 
assistant curate.

Called Seasons of Prayers, the new 
book contains 72 original ‘everyday’ 
prayers for autumn, winter, spring and 
summer and explores how the spiritual 
life passes through four different 
seasons.

The book is the work of the Revd 
Andrew Highway, a part-time assistant 
curate in the deanery of Merthyr Tydfil 
and Caerphilly. Seasons of Prayers is 
published by Hope and Life Press and 
is available on Amazon (£15.99) and on 
Kindle (£9.99).  

Diocesan accountant Jan Boyce 
said, “As well as providing essential 
training, the event gives us the chance 
to meet and talk to our hard working 
local church officers and to thank them 
for the work they do.”

For further information and 
training material please visit http://
llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk/parish-
resources/ 

aspiring church school leaders with 45 
teachers ‘graduating’ in its first year.

Fifty-six teachers are now signed 
up for the second cohort. If anyone is 
interested to find out more about the 
programme please contact Angela 
Atkinson, the Programme Coordinator 
at atkinsoncslp@outlook.com.



It’s the mess they make which alerts me 
to their presence.  Discarded needles, the 
black skin of burnt paper circling in the 
breeze, the throw-away spoons, thrown 
away in the corner of the car park or on 
the doorstep of the church. Sometimes, 
the illuminated doorstep of the vicarage is 
a more comfortable spot. I dispose of the 
needles carefully, report the activity to the 
police, sweep the embers away.

A few feet away, on a long slither 
of grass which wraps itself around 
Callaghan Square, are the domed tops 
of tents peeking over high hedges, where 
homeless people have made their home. 
On the fencing are draped duvets and 
damp blankets, like the skin of animals 
drying in the sun.  It’s easy to miss, 
except perhaps from the open top tour 
bus which is passing by now, cameras at 
the ready.

Beyond this is a large area of land, 
undisturbed for decades, handed back 
and forth from the Welsh Government 
who owns it still, waiting for the right to 
time to build or sell. The land is a prime 
site for investment, perhaps a new home 
to Cardiff Council’s offices to make room 
for a 15,000 seat Arena in the Bay.

As the city breathes out, bulges, 
stands tall, bold, confident, there are 
the inevitable cracking points. The large 

amount of development and building 
sites have made those without a home 
more visible, and the corners and alleys 
where some people ‘jacked up’, passed 
out, have disappeared, pushing them into 
nearby residential districts like Butetown 
where deals are done on the street. The 
plush apartments, the office blocks and 
shiny shops – yes, it’s often the mess they 
make which alerts me to their presence.

Beneath the glass and steel, beyond the 
deals done at boardroom tables, essential 
for a city to grow, there remains the mess 
of many people’s lives. The problems of 
drug use and of homelessness, of poverty 
and depravation are complex.  As the city 
reaches to the sky, looks up, looks out, 
it also needs to peer down beneath its 
own skin, to the sometimes messy lives 
of those for whom Cardiff is also a home, 
of those who live among us. It is their city 
too. The tour bus moves on. Next Stop, 
the Principality Stadium.

Squeezed between the Bay and the 
City Centre, the funeral eulogies at St 
Mary’s talk of Tiger Bay and the community 
created by industry, immigration - and 
poverty too. From St Mary’s, we are 
watching the city take shape around 
us, looking for the right time to jump in, 
anticipating how this part of Cardiff will 
look, and what our calling will be. The 
parish extends from Butetown to the Bay 
to the City Centre where Central Square 
takes shape around the rising BBC.  Back 
in the Bay is the seat of Welsh Politics, 
with the Senedd peering out to sea, its 
extended roof like a lifted hand hiding the 
sun to provide a clear vision. The pleasure 
and leisure of the Bay stands shoulder 
to shoulder with the council homes and 
tower blocks of Butetown but they do not 
hold hands.

Cardiff has been hailed as one of 
the best cities to live in the UK, with the 
highest quality of living. It is exciting and 
colourful, able to punch above its weight, 
to pull off international events, and pull in 
visitors and investment. It is fascinating 
to watch it grow in confidence, to see the 
pride. I place my litter picker and needle 
box next to the door of my house. The 
Angelus bells of St Mary’s are ringing 
now. ‘The Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us…’ 

Who Lives Among Us?
Lauded as one of the best UK cities to live in, Cardiff is thriving. Yet, says Father Dean Atkins 

of Cardiff St Mary’s, despite its growth the city’s problems of homeless, poverty and drug use 
remain.
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