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The Refugee Crisis:

how you can help
Congregations throughout the Llandaff Diocese are
being called upon to offer prayer and practical
support to refugees joining their communities.
The call from the Welsh bishops, led by the Archbishop of
Wales, Dr Barry Morgan,comes as churches in the Vale of
Glamorgan set up a help group to support and advise
refugees on accommodation and other needs, such as
money, language, health and education.
Those wishing to help throughout the Diocese are being
advised by The Church in Wales to work with existing
humanitarian charities and local authorities and to donate
money to charities such as Christian Aid and the Red Cross
who are working with refugees.
An emergency motion recognising the enormity of the
refugee crisis and affirming the Church’s solidarity with all
those fleeing conflict, war and destruction was passed by
members of the Governing Body at their last meeting.
The motion, which called on the UK government to accept
its fair share of refugees, also advocated a practical response
based on hospitality and generosity and for people to
continue to commit the situation and all affected by it to their
prayers.
The help group set up by churches in the Vale has held
two packed public meetings at St Mary’s Church, Barry. It is
called the Aylan Group, after the Syrian toddler Aylan Kurdi
whose body was washed up on a Turkish beach.
The Rector, Father Ben Andrews, said, “Having seen the
horrific pictures in the news and following the events of the

refugee crisis we felt that we should make a start to try and
do something practical to help as the local churches and the
community. Several people have expressed interest and are
prepared to help even if it is only in a small way and I would
urge anyone else who wants to get involved.”
In a joint statement, the Welsh
bishops have appealed to churches to
“show hospitality to strangers” and to
help refugee agencies and charities
welcome displaced families and
individuals who have had to flee their
homes with nothing.
The Bishops have also called on the
UK to accept its fair share of refugees
and to protect those most in danger of
persecution.
“Christians are called by God to show
hospitality to strangers and to extend
help to those who are vulnerable,
homeless, and victims of injustice, so we
now ask our congregations to join us in
prayer for all displaced and persecuted
minorities and refugees and also in
practical action,” says the statement.
This includes:
• Making a donation to charities, such as
Christian Aid, directly involved with
humanitarian work;
• Organising welcoming groups for

refugees who join Welsh communities;
• Collecting and distributing essential items for refugees who
arrive with nothing;
• Sign petitions for the UK to take its fair share of refugees
and adequately resource initiative to help them;
• Assess if there is any available church property which
could be offered to agencies as suitable shelter or
accommodation for refugees.
“We are grateful that Anglican congregations across
Europe, alongside other churches, are offering hope and
practical help to refugees, especially in Mediterranean
countries. Christian Aid and others are at the forefront of lifesaving action in war zones and refugee camps, whilst some
church groups in Wales are already preparing to support
new arrivals.”
For more details on how to help visit
http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/news/2015/09/refugee
-crisis-how-to-help/
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Sharing with foodbanks at Harvest
Churches are appealing for donations to foodbanks at
their Harvest festivals this year.
Packets of mashed potato, instant noodles, tinned fish and
long life milk are among the items they are asking people to
donate at the traditional Harvest services of thanksgiving.
The donations will be packaged up and distributed by
volunteers at church-run foodbanks into emergency food aid
for those in most need.
Kathy Sharp, a volunteer at the Pontypridd Foodbank at St
Luke’s Church, Rhydyfelin, said an increasing number of
people being referred to the foodbank for parcels meant
more donations were urgently needed.
Kathy, who is also a sub-warden at St Luke’s, said, “This
year, we’re devoting our Harvest appeal at St Luke’s to the
foodbank and inviting others to do the same.
“Donations of tinned and packed food are always
welcome but we particularly need long life fruit juice and
milk, tinned fruit, meat and fish, sugar and instant food, such
as noodles, for those without cooking facilities.”
The Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry Morgan, praised the
work of the Pontypridd Foodbank on a recent visit.
He said, “Harvest is a time when we give thanks for our
food and traditionally people bring food to services in
churches and schools for distribution to those in need. Sadly,

today that need is seen very starkly in the rise of foodbanks.
“I am so glad, however, that churches are at the forefront
of supplying emergency parcels to those who otherwise
would be going hungry.
“Churches are focal points for the community and people
are keen to put their faith into action by working with the
Trussell Trust and local authorities to help those most in
need. The volunteers at St Luke’s have got their foodbank
down to a fine art – I have been most impressed at how well
run and organised the food collection, storage and
distribution is.”
The foodbank at St Luke’s Church was set up four years
ago and is now open every weekday. Run by a team of 40
volunteers, it operates by receiving donations of nonperishable food from schools, churches, businesses and
individuals, while supermarket collections are held twice a
year.
Kathy said, “We have a great team of volunteers who
come from all sorts of backgrounds – other churches in the
area, students from the university, people who have a few
spare free hours a week. People are so willing to help and
I’m sure we’ll have a good response to our Harvest appeal.”
The photo shows the Archbishop with the Revd Michael
Gable, the area dean of Pontypridd.
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Same sex marriage - let’s talk
By Archdeacon
Philip Morris
It was one of the longest
debates in Governing Body
history, with some thirty four
people speaking, expressing
the divergence of opinion that
exists in the Church in Wales
on the subject of same sex
marriages. At the end of the
debate, a secret straw poll
was conducted, with the
result showing that there was
not the two-thirds support for
same sex marriages that
would result in a formal Bill
being passed.
Members of the Church in
Wales Governing Body, meeting
at the University of Wales Trinity
St David, Lampeter, on 16th and
17th September, had three
options to consider:
Option 1: No change to the
Church’s current teaching and
practice on marriage and
partnerships;
Option 2: To allow same sex
unions to be blessed in the
Church in Wales;
Option 3: To enable same sex
couples to marry in the Church
in Wales.
One bishop, twenty-one clergy
and twenty-eight laity indicated
their preference for option 1; two
bishops, one clergy and six laity
for option 2; and three bishops,
twenty-six clergy and thirty-two
laity for option 3.
Following the debate, the
Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry
Morgan, told the BBC: "It would
be a very brave or perhaps a
very foolish Bench of Bishops
who were to bring the bill before
the Governing Body at this

stage, because that might just
rip the Church apart and lead to
the acrimony that has been
absent from this debate."
Archbishop Barry, in his
Presidential Address, revisited
the question of an
Archiepiscopal See, which has
been the subject of report and
debate many times over the
years. He stressed that the
juggling of two very demanding
roles – Archbishop of Wales and
bishop of a diocese – is not
easy, and of the need for the
archbishop to be based in
Cardiff. Archbishop Barry
suggested that the Diocese of
Llandaff should have two
bishops, each with his or her
own territorial jurisdiction, but
with the bishops administering
the diocese in partnership. The
archbishop could have
jurisdiction over Llandaff and
Cardiff Deaneries, and another
bishop, with the status of a
diocesan, elected to the rest of
the diocese. This would make
Llandaff a collegial diocese, a
single unit for administration, but
with two bishops each with an
area of jurisdiction and pastoral
care.
There were two other
significant debates at the
Governing Body. An emergency
motion called for solidarity with
all those who are presently
fleeing conflict, war and
destruction, and for a practical
response based on hospitality
and generosity. It was stressed
that advice be taken as to how
churches and groups can best
respond; the most practical is to
send cash to the agencies
which are expert at dealing with

the refugee crisis, such as
Christian Aid and the Disasters
Emergency Committee.
Sir John Houghton, a leading
environmental scientist, brought
to the Governing Body’s
attention a key challenge facing
humanity in the 21st century –
climate change. He graphically
showed the effect of carbon
dioxide from the burning of fossil
fuels being caught in the earth’s
atmosphere – Arctic ice
disappearing in the next 20
years, intense heat waves, a rise
in sea levels and severe
flooding. The motion called for
action at a Wales level and at
local parish level, and a list of
suggestions will be sent to
parishes.

The Governing Body was
addressed by the Most
Reverend Dr Josiah IdowuFearon, the Secretary General of
the Anglican Communion. In a
powerful speech, Archbishop
Josiah told Governing Body that
his vision is that in spite of
differences, the Anglican Church
is vibrant, has a future, and
those on either side of
contentious issues must learn to
live together with a good
understanding of our
differences.
The Governing Body received
a report from the 2020 Vision
Implementation Group; the
Representative Body which
deals with the finances of the
Church in Wales; and on the

developments with the
proposed Theological Education
Institute which will bring together
non-residential and residential
training for lay and ordained
ministries in the Church in
Wales.
The membership and finance
statistics for 2014 were
presented, which show that
there are some signs of
increased attendance and
participation in the life of the
Church, that members remain
committed to supporting the
work of their parish and in doing
so they are prepared to give
sacrificially. However, there was
a call for renewed evangelism,
for the Church to be more
courageous in its outreach.

‘All things bright and beautiful’
The sun shone as around 150 children got up close to
animals at the Wonderful World of Nature day held in the
grounds of St Andrew’s Church, Caerphilly.
The church garden hosted animals ranging from rabbits

Tilly Orchard

and tortoises to snakes and creepy crawlies as well as owls.
There were opportunities for visitors to make a ‘bug’ hotel or
try their hand at willow weaving.
Other activities included face painting, a bouncy castle and
panning for gold. Beekeepers, the Dogs Trust and
representatives from the community police and the fire
brigade were on hand offering information.
A petless pet show was a huge success with dozens of
photographic entries submitted in the four categories of
cutest, happiest, cuddliest or pet with the most attitude.
The Revd Sue Pratten, assistant curate of the Benefice of
Egwysilan and Caerphilly said, “The day was a resounding
success. The sun came out which helped boost numbers and
it was estimated by one of the exhibitors that over 150
children with parents attended.
“We wanted to organise a children’s event for the summer
and once the nature theme was suggested the day began to
evolve and enabled us to utilise our community garden and
extend its use to all in the area.
“The ideas germinated into a themed day for all the family
on the Wonder of Nature.
How to look after the environment, be good stewards of
God's creation - the plants and animals.
“The aim of this day was to show that the church is alive
and kicking and serving its community in God's love. The
Church should always be looking outward, showing God at
work. To educate and show the wonder of God's handiwork
in creation, from the tiny ant to the strength of a python in a
fun way sounds a great idea to me.”
Parishioner Emily Burniston said, “What an absolutely
amazing community nature day – one of the most wonderful
afternoons ever hosted at St Andrew’s. It was great to see the
church and garden alive with laughter, fun and activity. It
showcased what can be achieved when the church places
itself firmly at the centre of a community.”
Watch out for a forthcoming ‘Pet Service’ at St. Andrew’s –

Saturday 10th October at 3pm. Bring your pets along to enjoy
a relaxed, informal celebration of God’s creatures and the joy
they bring to our lives. (Please note: pets must be
accompanied by a human!)

Milli Williams
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Human Transplantation Wales Act:
The Archbishop Writes
My Dear Friends,
I had a letter the other day from
someone who was very angry about the
Human Transplantation Wales Act that
comes into force in Wales (not anywhere
else in the UK) on December 1st this
year. From that date, if you have not
registered a decision to opt in or opt out
of organ donation, you will be treated as
someone who has no objection to being
an organ donor. In the event of your
death your organs will be able to be
used. It is what the Government calls
deemed consent – others have called it
presumed consent. From December 1st
the options are that:
(a) If you are willing to be an organ
donor you can register your decision

indicating that willingness (opt in).
There is an NHS organ Donor Register
(b) If you know you do not want to be a
donor then you can register your
decision not to be a donor (opt out).
If you do neither you will be deemed
to be an organ donor.
My correspondent’s anger was
because the Government had decided
that the state could take organs from
people who had not made a choice and
he wanted me to support him in
advocating that to register our protest at
this we should encourage people not to
give organs at all and to opt out.
I wrote back to him to say I could not
and would not do that. For although I
think this Bill is wrong-headed –
because organ donation should be

exactly what it means – a donation, a
gift, and the state has no right to
presume what a person’s choice might
be, nevertheless there is a great
shortage of organs and the way to rectify
that issue is to opt in. In 2012/13 36
people died in Wales whilst waiting for
an organ transplant. I therefore urge all
of you who have not done so to sign the
opt in register. I may not approve of the
Human Transplantation Wales Act but I
want to say with all the energy I can
muster that I am wholeheartedly in
favour of organ donation.
The Bill will become law in Wales –
there is nothing one can do about that
but one can do something to save
another person’s life by being willing to
donate an organ in the event of one’s

death. I urge you to sign the Organ
Donor Register so that there can be no
doubt about your intentions for I believe
that Christians should do so, because it
is love in action and part of what it
means to love our neighbours, especially
those in need of any kind. In short this
kind of generosity is a response to God’s
generosity towards us and goes to the
heart of what it means to be a disciple of
Jesus.
Yours in God’s love,

Llandaff gets first ever Welsh
Church Army Centre of Mission
The first ever Church Army Centre of
Mission in Wales has been launched
in Llandaff in partnership with the
Diocese.
The new Centre of Mission is based in
Cimla, Neath, one of the largest private
housing estates in Wales. The Llandaff
Centre of Mission aims to establish new
models of Christian community, train and
enthuse individuals across the diocese
in mission and evangelism and create
links with the local community,
particularly among schoolchildren and
the elderly.
Church Army Evangelist, Andy Settle,
has been appointed as the Lead Pioneer
Evangelist for the centre. Previously
Andy worked as a Mission Enabler in
Somerset, where he helped to build
bridges between the church and the
local community.
Church Army and the Diocese of
Llandaff have enjoyed strong links for
many years. There have been many
Church Army Evangelists serving within
the Diocese of Llandaff, and some of
Church Army’s key projects, such as
Church Army Residential Services and
The Amber Project, are based within the
diocese.
The Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry
Morgan, said: “I am very grateful to the
Church Army, who come with a proven

Pic credit: Media Wales

track-record of mission, for heading up
this centre, working alongside the clergy
and people in Neath. It forms a very
exciting and promising example of how
a Ministry Area can open up possibilities
and enable us to reach out.”
Church Army Chief Executive, Mark
Russell, said: “I am delighted with the
partnership between Church Army and
the Diocese of Llandaff. We have a big
vision, to work alongside others in Neath
and to communicate the Good News in
innovative ways. We want to let people
know they are loved by God and find
new ways of helping people grow in
discipleship.”
Captain Andy Settle CA, who was
formerly the Four Estates Mission
Enabler in Weston-Super-Mare, took up
his new post on Monday, September 14.

The following Monday, September 21,
he was licensed at St David’s Church,
Neath by the Assistant Bishop of
Llandaff, David Wilbourne and
commissioned by Captain Neville
Willerton CA, National Operations
Manager of the Church Army.
Bishop David said, “Andy Settle comes
to us with major experience in outreach
in his previous post in Weston-SuperMare, and elsewhere in the UK, with a
particular heart for pragmatically
engaging with young people from all
walks of life.
“Having previously served in the
Armed Forces, Andy moved on to serve
in another Army (becoming a captain in
the Church Army) and he has the
qualities in spades for which the Church
Army is famous: no-nonsense, straight

talking, brimming with energy to take the
good news of Christ to the forgotten
corners of our society, as well as a
humility to discover that Christ is already
there.
“Andy’s chief work will be to explore
fresh ways of presenting the Gospel to
those often missed by the church; he
will begin this work in Neath, and then
export the good practice he develops to
be harnessed throughout the Llandaff
Diocese.”
Capt Settle, said, “I’ve been very much
looking forward to my move to Neath to
launch the new Llandaff Centre of
Mission and I’m very excited to see what
God is going to do through us. By
making connections and building
relationships, we hope that many people
will come to know the Lord.”
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Parish Magazines of the Past

Hidden in the vast collection of
Glamorgan Archives are the Parish
Magazines of years gone by. They
provide a rich resource for family
historians exploring the lives of
family members, or local historians
studying parochial changes over
time.
Parish magazines truly emerged at the
end of the 1850's with the repeal of
government taxes on paper and the

boom of printing. It was a pivotal period
for the Anglican Church, its parish
reforms and church building programme
paving the way for the parish magazine
experiment.
Revd John Erskine Clarke (vicar of
Derby, then of Battersea) aided this by
publishing the first family magazine to
be fitted into the centre pages of local
parish news. He wrote stories, sermons,
secular stories, and included illustrations

into this popular family magazine all for
the cost of one penny.
Other religious publishers followed
suit, so that by the 1890s Anglican
parish magazines and their insets had
become almost common.
The style and content of parish
magazines was on the whole
dependant on the Incumbent. As seen
in the January 1891 edition of “Roath
Parish Magazine” not all were happy

with the style and content. The Editorial
team of 1891 listed "the chief difficulties
as 1) the paucity of communication, 2)
the wording and form of some which
have from time to time reached us."
Above are some excerpts from the
1891 editions of Roath Parish Magazine.
Parish magazines of the past can be
found at Glamorgan Archives by visiting
http://www.glamarchives.gov.uk

From towers to flowers and from bells to paintings.... Neath
They say things come in
threes, but in the case of the
parish church St Thomas’ in
Neath there have been four
major events in quick
succession.
The summer saw the launch
of an appeal to repair the
church’s ancient tower, an
ambassadorial visit, an
anniversary flower festival, and
the installation of a rather
special painting.
Dating back to the 12th
century, St Thomas’ was built as
the garrison church to the
Norman Neath Castle, and has
been at the centre of the town’s
life for over 700 years.
However, centuries of wear
and tear have taken its toll on
the church’s tower, and its
congregation had launched an
appeal to raise £120,000 to
fund essential repair work, and
so preserve the historic building
for generations to come.
Canon Stephen Ryan, Rector
of Neath said, “St Thomas’ is
really in the heart of Neath and
as such it holds a special place
in the affections of people in
the community. It is of great
historical importance too, being
the only surviving Medieval
building in Neath which has
remained in constant use.”

St Thomas’ links with the past
also spread wider than Neath,
as a recent visit by the
Ambassador of Chile, His
Excellency Mr Rolando Drago,
demonstrated.
The Ambassador made a
special visit to St Thomas’ to
see for himself where the
famous Santiago Bell, which
was rescued from a devastating
church fire in Chile, had been
housed for nearly 150 years.
One of several bells saved
from the fire in 1863 that
destroyed the Church of the
Company of Jesus in the
Chilean capital of Santiago and
killed 2,500 people, it was
initially brought to South Wales
to be melted down, but instead
the bells were given to local
churches.
The fourth bell was given to
St Thomas’ in 1870 where it
remained until 2012 when it
was presented as a memorial to
the British and Commonwealth
Fire Company Foundation of
Chile – a volunteer group set up
in response to the tragedy.
Visiting St Thomas’ His
Excellency said, “The fire of the
church of La Compañía was
one of the greatest tragedies
experienced by the country. The
possibility to display the bells

publicly nowadays represents
the hope and resilience that
characterizes Chile. And, of
course, they are also a living
sign of the close relations we
have forged with the people of
Wales.”
While a fragrant and colourful
celebratory Flower Festival –
held to commemorate the
Golden Anniversary of the
church’s Flower Guild – not just
brought visitors from far and
wide but involved many of
Neath’s voluntary groups and
organisations.
Indeed, St Thomas’
connections with the present
day are as strong as those of

the past, with a host of
community activities and
groups utilizing the church.
Ancient monuments mingle
with modern art works – the
most recent being a bespoke
painting by world-renowned
artist Andrew Vicari.
Originally from Neath, Mr
Vicari’s career has seen him
paint some of the most famous
figures of the 20th and 21st
centuries and undertake royal
commissions – earning him the
sobriquet, “King of Painters,
Painter of Kings”.
The inspiration for his work –
“The Apotheosis of the
Ascension of Jesus Christ” – is

St Thomas’ east window, which
depicts the ascended Christ
with his disciples.
The painting was unveiled at
a special reception attended by
Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry
Morgan, along with local
dignitaries and representatives
from the art world.
The Archbishop said, “Andrew
Vicari is a world famous artist
and his gift of the Ascended
Christ to St Thomas’ Neath is
hugely appreciated. It will
provide a new talking point
about the meaning of what it is
to call Jesus Lord in one of the
oldest churches in the diocese.”
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‘A Day in the Life of....’
Archdeacon Christopher Smith

T

he Venerable Christopher Smith
has been Archdeacon of
Morgannwg since 2006 and
priest in charge of Cwmbach, in the
Cynon Valley, since 2007. As an
Archdeacon he has both diocesan
and provincial responsibilities in the
Church in Wales. For Christopher that
includes serving on the
Representative Body and chairing the
Safeguarding Committee for the
Province as well as the Board of
Education in the Diocese. He is also
serves on a number of committees
and is a member of the Senior Staff
and Cathedral Chapter. Before
becoming Archdeacon Christopher
served in Aberdare, Tongwynlais and
as Archbishop’s Chaplain.
7am Morning Prayer and some time for
reading. I tend to wake early and I’ve
learned from experience that it’s best to
concentrate on prayer before the phone
starts ringing and the emails are dealt
with. Prayer time can too easily be lost
otherwise.
8am Breakfast followed by emails and
two or three phone calls. Most emails
can be dealt with straight away but
some need follow up with the Bishop’s
Office, Diocesan Office, the Registrar or
one of the departments in the
Representative Body.
9am A visit to the local church school
here in Cwmbach for a meeting with the
head, Mr Lloyd Thomas. I serve on the
Governing Body as well as taking
assemblies and welcoming the pupils,
staff and parents to church for various
services throughout the year. It’s a great
place and I am very proud of its work.
10am A call from a neighbouring parish,
Aberdare St Fagan, where they have an
outbreak of dry rot in the parish church. I
am able to drop in to see the problem,
and hear from Father Richard the advice
from the contractors and to liaise with
Sarah Perons, the Care of Churches
Secretary at the Diocesan Office about
what can be done quickly. I work closely
with all the diocesan officers and we
have a great team in Coychurch. I knew
little about buildings before becoming
Archdeacon – it’s amazing how much
you pick up. Aberdare St Fagan is a
parish I know very well; there are lots of
parishioners in the hall when I arrive and
it’s good to see them. Earlier in the year,
I had the opportunity to participate in a
parish mission here. I really enjoy
preaching and the chance to preach a
series of sermons over what proved to
be an exciting week was a real luxury.
11.30am Today I’m in the
Representative Body in Cardiff with the
Safeguarding Team who are working
hard at completing the revised
safeguarding guidelines for the province.
It’s a big piece of work and needs a lot
of detail. I’m in the RB quite often for
meetings so it’s also a chance to catch
up with other staff and any issues which
have arisen in parishes.
1pm I get a sandwich and catch up on
emails and phone calls. I have a lovehate relationship with technology. I use
it all the time, (how things have changed

9.00am
in the 27 years since I was first
ordained) and it is certainly easier to
check in on messages throughout the
day rather than wait until I get home. At
the same time, I think everything has
become far more pressurised and
instant because of technology and
sometimes it means that things are
done too quickly without enough
thought.
2pm Off to the Diocesan Office. Rarely
does a day go by when there isn’t at
least one meeting. Today I’m meeting a
number of staff and officers. If there are
no meetings, I will try to catch up on the
administration, or visit parishes. I might
also spend some time visiting in my own
parish of Cwmbach, which while having
a part time parish priest has achieved
so much, all the while giving me great
support in my work with them and in the
diocese.
5pm Home and Evening Prayer,
catching up on the emails and post
which has arrived and hopefully time to
watch the news (I’m a bit of a news
addict). I try and keep on top of
administration. It’s not my favourite thing
but it is a part of every cleric’s, and
parish’s life and it’s best to get it done
straight away. One of the things I enjoy
most about being Archdeacon is the
variety of work involved. I also love
meeting people particularly in the
churches of the archdeaconry and wider
diocese. There’s a strong commitment
from clergy and congregations. These
are challenging times as we explore new
ways of fulfilling our call to serve this part
of the Church and it’s encouraging to
see how people respond. A lot is
happening in the archdeaconry. For
example, recently we set up the new
benefice of Eglwysilan and Caerphilly
and at the moment we are setting up a
new benefice in Pontypridd. That’s taken
a lot of time and the clergy and parishes
involved have been great. It’s a lot of
work and I’m looking forward to seeing
how things develop.
7pm A parish social. I was expecting a
simple curry evening but when I arrived
the whole hall, and indeed congregation
was transformed. Some great friends of
the parish, Nile and her family, had
offered to provide saris for all the ladies;
they looked amazing. Curry was made
by the men and women of the parish
and it was a terrific evening. We know
how to have fun in Cwmbach.

10pm Compline and feet up. If I have
been out to an evening meeting I don’t
check the emails when I get in; it was
something I was taught by the former
Archdeacon of Llandaff, Bill Thomas –
turn the machine off at 8pm! This has
been a particularly full day but it’s my
day off tomorrow. The life of an
Archdeacon, indeed any cleric, is pretty
exciting but normally I make time for
friends and family, and for my other
interests including music and going to
the theatre. It’s a good life. I wish more
people would think about being
ordained – you don’t have to be an
archdeacon!

11.30am

2.00pm

7.00pm

10.00am
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Be like Fireman Sam and rescue others –
Archbishop tells young school-leavers
M

ore than 600 pupils from all over South Wales were welcomed to Llandaff
Cathedral by the Archbishop of Wales to mark the end of their years in primary
school.
In a special school-leavers service, the Archbishop, Dr Barry Morgan, wished them all well in
the next important stage in their life as they moved up to secondary school and told them to
remember the values they had already been taught.
Be like Fireman Sam, he said, and help rescue those in need.
“Just as Fireman Sam is in the rescue business and rescues people from all kinds of difficult
situations, so too is God in the rescue business. That is what the Christian Church stands for, it’s
here to offer help to anyone who needs it, rescuing them from poverty and hunger.
“As you move now from your primary school to secondary school, don’t forget the values that
you have been taught about kindness, mercy and graciousness as they are at the heart of what
it is to be human.”
The Year Six pupils came from 21 primary schools across Llandaff Diocese, ranging from
Aberdare in the north to Neath in the west. They brought their school banners and processed
around the Cathedral. The service was led by the Archbishop and the Assistant Bishop of
Llandaff, David Wilbourne.
The annual Leavers’ Service, which has become a popular feature of the school year, offers
children the opportunity to meet together with leavers from other schools for hymns and prayers,
while they look back on their time in primary school and look forward to the future.
Canon Edwin Counsell, director for education for Llandaff Diocese, said, “The Leavers’ Service
is a very special event. It’s rare to have nearly 600 young people together in one space for one
occasion and the sound of 600 young voices singing is very special.
“This service is a celebration of every child’s achievement and the journey that each school
has taken them on. It is a celebration of the strength of the Church school family in our
Diocese.”

Alderman Davies CW Primary School

Aberdare Town CW Primary School

St Fagan’s CW Primary School

Cwmbach CW Primary School

Bryncoch CW Primary School

Pendoylan CW Primary School
Llansannor & Llanharry CW Primary School

St Nicholas CW Primary School

St Paul’s CW Primary School
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St Andrews Major CW Primary School

St Brides Major CW Primary School

Alderman Davies CW Primary School

Llandaff City CW Primary School

Gwenfo CW Primary School

Llandaff City CW Primary School

Peterston CW Primary School

St Monica’s CW Primary School

Tredegarville CW Primary School

Wick & Marcross CW Primary School
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School focus

School celebrates
landmark birthday

The Archbishop of Wales
joined hundreds of past and
present pupils and teachers
to celebrate a landmark
birthday of a “remarkable”
school.
Dr Barry Morgan led a
service of thanksgiving at St
John the Baptist Church in
Wales High School to celebrate
40 years since its opening in
Aberdare.
The school’s 1,000 pupils
packed into the gym for the
service and were joined by
pupils from feeder primary
schools, local clergy and those
who have served in the school
over the years, governors, past
pupils and retired teachers.
Following the service, the
Archbishop blessed a time
capsule before it was buried in
the school grounds. It
contained a Bible, a cross,
school pen, school mug and a
school ‘boater’.
The Archbishop paid tribute
to the school, which is rated by

the Welsh Government as
among the best in Wales,
saying, “I am delighted to join
St John’s as it celebrates its
40th birthday. It’s a remarkable
school which values and
encourages all its pupils –
teaching them not just how to
pass exams – although it does
that very well – but how to care
for others, be compassionate
and have faith. Over the years
it has nurtured several
generations of children in
strong Christian values and
become a key part of the
community it serves.”
Headteacher, Dr Sue
Mitchell, said, “This was a
wonderful day in the life of the
school when the whole
community celebrated the
‘tradition of excellence’ and
demonstrated total dedication
to attaining even greater
success for each individual
child.”
Among the former teachers
were two who were present

Hannah Rees, a Year 11 pupil, gives a firsthand
account of what it is like to be a pupil at St John’s

when the school was opened
40 years ago. Stella Giblett was
in her first teaching post as a
Religious Education teacher at
the time and as head of the
department had organised the
new school’s service of
blessing by the then Bishop of
Llandaff. With her was
Margaret Lloyd who taught
needlework and RE for 10
years. Both had kept in touch
with the school over the years
as their children were enrolled
as pupils.
While it was celebrating its
40th birthday, the roots of St
John the Baptist school go right
back to 1930 and as such it
can claim to be the first Church
in Wales secondary school. In
those days, it was known as
Maerdy House and had been
set up thanks to the hard work
of Canon Charles Williams
Arthur, Rector of Aberdare,
whose great grand-daughter,
Ilenia James, is a pupil at the
school today.

“Our community at St John’s is one
where Christian values such as
kindness and thoughtfulness are
central to relationships between staff
and students.
This, in my opinion, is the biggest
factor that makes our school unique.
These principles are evident through,
for example, the lack of bullying, the
dedication and encouragement of
staff and the excellent behaviour of
students. We are taught from Year 7
that these traits are highly valued,
and so every single pupil is
encouraged to uphold these
values.This is one of the many
reasons why I enjoy going to a
church school with such a strong
faith-based ethos.
Worship is a vital aspect of the life
of our school community. We attend
assembly twice a week and hold
daily form prayers, which are usually
pupil-led. We hold whole-school
Eucharist services at the start and
end of every term, along with
celebrations for all the major
Christian festivals throughout the
Church year. Whilst walking to and
from St Elvan’s church in the pouring
rain on a wet November morning
doesn’t always seem the most
attractive prospect, I can honestly say
that, once inside, the services are
stimulating and enjoyable, with their
mixture of traditional and more
modern styles of worship. The clergy
who preach at our services make a
huge effort to engage pupils and to
make worship relevant to our age
group. At one recent service, the
priest had laid out bands from which
we made friendship bracelets to give
to someone we don’t know in order
to reinforce the central message
behind Jesus’ teaching that we
should ‘love our neighbour’. It is
these sorts of services which get
pupils fully involved and thinking
about our Christian faith.

So what is it that makes St John’s
so different from other schools? Well,
it is perhaps hard for me to
appreciate what is so unique about
our school until I talk to friends from
other schools and visitors to St
John’s, who invariably comment on
the friendly and welcoming
atmosphere and the courtesy and
warmth of pupils. This is why I firmly
believe that going to a faith-based
school gives us pupils a major
advantage. It sets out high moral
standards for us to live by, and it
promotes a respectful attitude to
everyone around us. Our regular
involvement in charity and
community work also reinforces this. I
am sure that St John’s will continue
to go from strength to strength in
years to come, and I only hope that,
in spite of the widespread
secularisation evident in twenty-first
century society, church schools like
ours will continue to flourish and
promote gospel values within our
school and local communities.”

Trip of a lifetime for ‘Bishop’ students Working with local artist
Twenty young people from the
Bishop of Llandaff Church in
Wales High School travelled to
Indonesia in July to investigate
biodiversity and conservation
management.
The expedition was organised by
Operation Wallacea (www.opwall
.com) and was accompanied by
Head of Science, Mr Mike Bassett
and science teacher Miss
Rebecca Cresswell.
The students and their teachers
trekked to a remote forest camp
on North Buton in south west
Sulawesi - making six river
crossings in the dark just to get
there. They assisted a team of
resident scientists to collect data
for their rainforest biodiversity
research. The team also
completed habitat surveys, used
pitfall traps to catch small reptiles,
amphibians and mammals and
undertook megafauna studies to
collect population data for larger
herbivores such as the rare,
endemic Anoa.

Another highlight was scaling 50
metres up a tree with a team from
Canopy Access Ltd to get a closer
look at life in the rainforest canopy.
The second week saw the
students travel to the isolated

Hoga Island to complete their padi
dive training and reef ecology
course.
Student Ailsa Harvey said: “It is
way up there with the best
experiences of my life.”

Pupils at St Teilo’s Church in Wales High School
were given the opportunity recently to work with
local artist and former Bishop of Llandaff student,
Nick Lord.
Nick, who won the Sky Portrait Artist of the Year in
2013, studied art as well as geography under St
Teilo’s head teacher, Mrs Ceri Weatherall in her
previous post at Bishop of Llandaff.
He was invited to St Teilo’s Church in Wales High
School to develop a workshop with year 8 pupils
highlighting the links between identity and education.
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Spanning the centuries

Diocese

Children enjoy rugby festival
organised by local church
Former Welsh rugby stars, including Sir
Gareth Edwards, delighted youngsters by
appearing at a rugby festival organised
by the local church.
Dozens of children from local primary
schools Newton Primary, Nottage Primary
and West Park Primary took part in the
Whitsun World Cup Rugby Festival held at
Porthcawl Rugby Club.
Organised by the parish of Newton
Nottage, Porthcawl and run in conjunction
with Porthcawl Rugby Club and David
McNally of Sports Xtra the tournament was
a great success.
Making star appearances were former
rugby stars Sir Gareth Edwards, Steve
Fenwick, Clive Williams, Tommy David and
current player local Ospreys prop Ryan
Bevington.
The idea for the festival came from
assistant parish priest the Revd Craig
Vaughan who said, “The purpose of this
festival was to continue to deepen our links
with the schools and the local community.
“It showed that through rugby and sport
the church can be fun and up to date with
the community around it. It was amazing to
have five Welsh internationals at the festival
and we were very grateful for their support
and encouragement.
“The festival aimed to celebrate the
season of Pentecost, which is the spreading
of the Gospel to the local community and to
different nations.”
The theme for the festival came from the

A special meeting between two church members who are 100 years
apart in age was captured on camera in the parish of Llanharan with
Peterston super Montem.
When 10-day-old Amelia Louise Galvin-Leigh, was brought to
church for the first time she was introduced to Ted Thomas, who at
101-years-old, is the most senior member of the congregation.
“The joy of this meeting, between these two members 100 years
apart in age, was captured in a photograph, for the whole
congregation to remember,” said the Revd Barbara Wood who is
pictured above with baby Amelia and Mr Thomas.

Habitat and Heritage
project planned
Rugby World Cup, which kicked off last month,
with each school adopting two rugby-playing
countries and doing additional research on
them. All of the games were refereed by pupils
from Porthcawl Comprehensive.

Lottery cash boost to help create
a community heritage space
A landmark Valleys church
earmarked for an innovative
£800,000 make-over has won an
important investment boost.
St Elvan’s Church in Aberdare has
been awarded a grant of £55,100 from
the Heritage Lottery Fund for its
development plans which centre on
the creation of a community heritage
space to provide a more welcoming
facility for all who live in the Cynon
Valley and beyond.
The award from the HLF marks the
first stage of funding won by the
ambitious project which aims to
transform the building which towers as
an iconic landmark above the town.
The plans include creating space for
a cafe area inside the church, an arts
and craft area, an exhibition area,
additional rooms on mezzanine levels
for community use and the provision of
interactive history facilities.
Some of the extra space will be
created by the removal of the pews
which will also offer scope for theatre
groups, concerts and major town
celebrations.
It is envisaged that the cafe would
be located in the green aisle with a
mezzanine floor above containing a
room for hire for community groups.
The exhibition space will be created in
the north aisle.
St Michael’s Chapel, which has a
memorial to the fallen of World War

One and World War Two, will offer
interactive history facilities. Audio
facilities will also be located inside the
church for people to listen to the
town’s history as told through its
beautiful stained glass windows and
artefacts.
Father Robert Davies Vicar of Aberdare
said, “The Heritage Lottery Fund is
providing our Valley and its community
with the exciting prospect of a
development that will offer a positive
future for all who have need of the
kind of facilities our project will
provide.”

The Friends of St Augustine’s Church in Penarth have been
awarded £4,048 from Environment Wales for a ‘Habitat and
Heritage’ project for their churchyard.
The pre project grant cash will enable them to carry out a survey
to establish whether their plans to make churchyard more
accessible are viable.
The idea is to protect any existing wildlife and plants, create paths
and places to sit, whilst repairing and restoring those tombs and
graves that are decaying and damaged.

Aberdare cleric who goes
the extra mile...

Who would have thought that the Parish of Aberdare St Fagan’s was
harbouring the next Bradley Wiggins?
The Revd Richard Green recently undertook a five day 50 mile cycle ride from
Holyhead to Cardiff Bay to raise funds for the parish Youth Club and Sunday
Schools.
He followed the Lon Las Cymru (Green Lane Wales) route from Holyhead to
Cardiff finishing in Cardiff Bay where he was met by parishioners.
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COMINGS AND GOINGS
Appointments
Cross boundary
appointment is a first
Two neighbouring
parishes with strong
community links have
come together under one
parish priest – in a ground
breaking new partnership
between two dioceses.

Picture shows: Moira Randall, the Archbishop, Bishop
David and Sonal Davda (left to right)

The Revd Rob Lindsay
was licensed as priest-incharge of Rhymney and
Abertysswg in the diocese
of Monmouth and the
parish of Pontlottyn with
Fochriw, in the diocese of
Llandaff in July. It is the
first time one priest has
taken responsibility for a
group of parishes which
cross the boundaries of
two dioceses.
The Archdeacon of
Morgannwg, the
Venerable Christopher
Smith said: “This is an
exciting initiative in which
two neighbouring
parishes, with strong links
between the
communities, are coming
together under one parish
priest.
“This is one of many
initiatives on which the
dioceses of Llandaff and
Monmouth can work
together, and reflects the
commitment of both
dioceses to work for a
strong and vibrant church,
ready to serve a changing
world.”

Rob said, "What a
privilege it is to be asked
to serve in both
Monmouth and Llandaff
Dioceses. Personally it is
an exciting opportunity to
be a trail blazer for a new
form of co-operation
between the parishes in
the two dioceses.”
New training role for
Zoe
A former teacher has
taken up a new challenge
as the new Initial
Ministerial Education
(IME) officer for the
Llandaff Diocese and as
priest-in-charge of the
parish of Tongwynlais.

Zoe moved to
Tongwynlais from Neath
where she was Area Dean
for the last three years
and priest-in-charge of
the parish of Llansawell,
Briton Ferry since 2010.
She served her curacy in
Neath following her
ordination in 2006. Before
entering the priesthood
Zoe worked as a teacher
both in London and in
Caerphilly.
“I was very sad to leave
Neath after nine years but
I am excited about the
new challenges in both
the parish of Tongwynlais
and in my new diocesan
role,” said Zoe.

The Revd Zoe King took
over in Tongwynlais from
the Revd Dr Anthony
Rustell, who left for a new
post in Portsmouth at the
end of last year after three
years in the parish.

The Revd Liz Rees,
assistant curate (NSM) of
Mountain Ash and Miskin
has moved to the Neath
Deanery as assistant
curate (NSM).

Two new Readers
welcomed into the
Church’s Ministry
The Archbishop of Wales
welcomed two new
Readers into the Church’s
Ministry at a special
service in July.
Dr Barry Morgan led the
service for Moira Randall
and Sonal Davda who
were welcomed into their
new life in church ministry
as Readers from
throughout the Llandaff
Diocese gathered for their
annual service at Llandaff
Cathedral.
Moira, a church warden
for the Vale of Neath
serves in the Vale of
Neath and Sonal, a law
enforcement analyst,
serves at St Mark’s,
Gabalfa.
Leaving
Resignations
The Revd David Way,
Vicar of the Benefice of
Aberaman and
Abercwmboi with
Cwmaman has left the
Diocese after being
appointed priest-incharge of St. Peter and
the Holy Apostles Mission
Community in Plymouth.
Mr Way who served in
Aberaman since 2002,
was previously curate for
five years at Cardiff Ss
Mary and Stephen with Ss
Dyfrig and Samson.
The Revd Emma Rees,

assistant curate of All
Saints Barry left the
Diocese in September
after being appointed to
the parish of
Llansantffraid Yn Mechain
& Llanfechain in
Montgomeryshire. Emma
served as assistant curate
at All Saints since 2011.

The Revd Andrew
Highway has resigned as
assistant curate of
Llanishen (NSM). He left
at the end of June.
Retiring

Canon Edward Evans
retired as Vicar of
Laleston and Merthyr
Mawr with Penyfai at the
end of September.
Married to Alison, with two
children and two
grandchildren he has
served in Laleston since
1988 and twice served as
Area Dean in Bridgend.
He was ordained priest in
1972, serving as curate in
Llantwit Fadre for six
years, followed by eleven
years as Rector of
Eglwysilan until 1988. He
has served as chairman

of the Welsh National
Council YMCA and chair
of WASACRE (Welsh
Association of Standing
Advisory Councils for
Religious Education). He
has been a member of
CWACE (Church in Wales
Advisory Council for
Education) since its
inception and has been a
member of the Diocesan
Board of Education. He
has also served as
Schools’ Inspector and
chaplain at the Princess of
Wales Hospital, Bridgend.
The Archbishop of Wales,
Dr Barry Morgan paid
tribute to Edward saying,
“We would like to thank
Edward for his long and
devoted service to
ministry in the diocese
and wish him and his
family well. I have
benefited greatly from his
wise counsel.”
Edward said, “I have
enjoyed my 44 years in
parochial ministry. It has
been a joy and a privilege
to share in the lives of so
many people in sorrow
and in joy. I have enjoyed
marrying couples,
baptising children and
hopefully having been
some comfort and help to
those who have been
bereaved and that I shall
miss.”
The Revd Olwen Parry
(NSM) retired from the
parish of Llansantffraid,
Bettws and Aberkenfig in
July. Mrs Parry who
served as curate in
Llansantffraid since 2004
was previously curate
(NSM) in Newcastle from
1992 to 2004.

A trio of talent joins the diocese
Three new officers have been joined the Llandaff
Diocese.
Mrs Helen May is the new Parish Resources Officer,
Mrs Julie Davies is the new Lay Training Officer and Mr
Mark Brampton has taken up the new diocesan post of
Ministry Area Development Officer.
Helen was the first of the trio to join the Diocese at
the end of June, having previously been the European
and External Funding Officer for Neath Port Talbot
County Borough Council.
She has a wealth of experience working in the public,
private and third sector from front of house to senior
This edition of Croeso has been produced by the
editorial team of Alison Young, Archdeacon Philip
Morris, Kate Lawless, Rowena Small, Sheila Coleman
and the Revd Anthony Beer with contributions from
throughout the Diocese. Please send your articles
and pictures for the next edition of Croeso to Alison
Young, Diocese of Llandaff, The Court, Coychurch,
Bridgend, CF 35 5HF or preferably by email to
alisonyoung@churchinwales.org.uk. The copy
deadline for the next edition is November 17. Many
thanks for all your contributions.

Check out our web-site
www.llandaff.org.uk

manager and has spent the last 10 years working on
multi million pound European and Welsh Government
projects and supporting third sector organisations in
gaining funding.
“I have had a very warm welcome from everyone I
have met so far and I look forward to continuing to meet
and work with everyone within the Diocese and
supporting parishes in Christian giving,” said Helen, who
is married to Tony and hails from the Vale of Neath.
Mrs Julie Davies, who is married to Father Martyn
Davies, Area Dean of the Vale of Glamorgan, joined the
Diocese in July. A former nurse and teacher, Julie previously worked as a trainer for Consult Capital in Cardiff,
delivering health and safety training across South
Wales.
“I am delighted to have been appointed to this role.
For a long time I have felt called to a role in The Church
in Wales that enables me to work with lay people to
develop discipleship and ministry,” said Julie.
And last month Mr Mark Brampton, a former Assistant
Director for Kent and Medway NHS and Social Care
Trust, took up the new diocesan post of Ministry Area
Development officer.
Mark, who has moved to Wales with his wife Margaret
to be near family, is looking forward to meeting and
working with people across the diocese.
“From the people that I have met so far, they already
seem to know where they want to go and just need
some help in getting there,” said Mark.

Diocesan Secretary Rowena Small said, “We are
delighted to welcome our three new officers to the
Diocese and look forward to working with them all.”
Helen, Julie and Mark are all based at the diocesan
office in Coychurch.
Helen can be reached on 01656 868860 or
helenmay@churchinwales.org.uk
Julie can be reached on 01656 868854/ 07469
853908 or juliedavies@churchinwales.org.uk
Mark can be contacted on 01656 868862 or markbrampton@churchinwales.org.uk

Pictured (left to right) are Julie, Helen and Mark
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Farewell to Philip
The Venerable Philip Morris,
Archdeacon of Margam is
retiring after more than 40
years service to the Diocese
of Llandaff.
Philip, 65, who has been
Archdeacon of Margam since
2002, is to retire on November
1. Since being ordained priest
in 1974 at Llandaff Cathedral,
he has held a wide range of
diocesan and provincial posts.
These have included editing
Highlights - the twice yearly
report on the meetings of the
Governing Body of The
Church in Wales - since 1997.
The Archbishop of Wales, Dr
Barry Morgan said, “The loss
to me of Philip’s knowledge of
the diocese and expertise in
dealing with various matters
as well as his companionship,
will be tremendous. He has a
mind which is both able to
think strategically and pick up
on detail and this is why he
has been such an excellent
archdeacon.
“He has been engaged at
the same time not only with
internal diocesan matters but
with provincial matters that
have come his way and was
and is a key person in
ensuring proper funding for
the Gaza Dental Unit. He has

edited Highlights and chaired
the International Development
Group with great distinction. I
wish him and Sheila a long
and happy retirement.”
Originally from Whitchurch
in Cardiff, Philip’s home parish
was All Saints’ Llandaff North
where he worshipped with his
family, joining the choir and
becoming a server.
“I was very much influenced
by the vicar, Fr Jerard
Oeppen, who was a great
liturgist and known as 'Father
Experimental because you
didn't know where the altar
would be next.' Worship at All
Saints was fun, but at the
same time dignified and
ordered, and that has certainly
shaped my approach to
worship,” said Philip.
Following ordination, Philip’s
first post was as assistant
curate in the parish of
Aberdare where he served for
three years, before being
appointed assistant curate of
Neath with responsibility for
SS Peter & Paul’s Church,
Cimla.
In 1980 he became vicar of
Cymmer and Porth, in the
Rhondda Valley, and in 1988
was appointed Diocesan
Missioner. In 2002 Philip

became Archdeacon of
Margam, having been
Residentiary Canon of
Llandaff Cathedral for the
previous two years, and
although living in Llantwit
Major, looked after the parish
of Kenfig Hill until 2005 when
he became priest in charge of
Ewenny and St Brides Major.
In addition to these
appointments, Philip was also
a Diocesan Inspector of
Schools for ten years, a tutor
on the Llandaff Ordination
Course for twenty years, and
Diocesan Communications
Officer for four years.
He has chaired a number of
Church in Wales Sectors and
Divisions in the Board of
Mission, and currently chairs
the Church in Wales
International Group and
Churches Tourism Network
Wales. He is co-ordinator of
the Church in Wales Jubilee
Fund, which currently funds
the running of the mobile
dental clinic in Gaza.
Philip, who is married to
Sheila and has two children
and one grandchild, is retiring
to Llantwit Major and plans to
spend more time with his
family and travelling.
“I’d like to visit places I

haven't had time to do so before
and perhaps write the books I
have always said I would but not
got round to doing so,” he said.
“Undoubtedly we are both
going to miss people of the
parish of Ewenny and St Brides

Major, and the wonderful
community in which we have
lived for the last ten years. All
archdeacons are at heart parish
priests, and it has been a
privilege to serve this dedicated
and committed church family.”

Six new deacons and three new priests are welcomed
A former geneticist, Royal
Navy officer and a barrister
are among those who have
begun new lives in church
ministry in Llandaff.
Sandra Birdsall, Jonathon
Wright, James Griffiths, Rhian
Linecar, Terry Cox and Kent
Middleton were ordained as
deacons by the Archbishop of
Wales, Dr Barry Morgan, at a
packed service at Llandaff
Cathedral in June.
Sandra, serves as assistant
curate at All Saints, Penarth;
Jonathon as assistant curate in
Whitchurch and James as
assistant curate at St Mark’s,
Gabalfa.
Rhian Linecar serves as
assistant curate (NSM) at St
John the Baptist and Cardiff
Dewi Saint; Terry Cox serves as
assistant curate (NSM local) in
the Rhondda Deanery and Kent
Middleton from the Diocese of
Cyprus and the Gulf serves as
assistant curate (NSM) at
Christchurch, Roath.
It was a homecoming for
mum-of-two Sandra Birdsall,
when she returned to the parish
which she attended as a child
at All Saints, Penarth.
“Although I’ve lived in Radyr
for many years, my
grandparents on both sides are
from Penarth so it is quite fitting
that I am going there for my
curacy,” said Sandra, a former
geneticist.
Jonathon Wright, a former
logistics officer in the Royal
Navy, previously led worship
while at sea on the deployed
ships and submarines he
served on, including the
submarine HMS Triumph. He
read Theology and Religious
Studies at the University of

Cambridge and is currently
researching towards a DPhil at
the University of Oxford.
“I knew I was called to serve
God from a young age. During
my time in the military my
calling was to be a lay Christian,
but over time I came to
understand that my vocation
was to sacramental ministry,”
said Jonathon.
James Griffiths, practised as a
barrister in London, specialising
in criminal law for nine years
before working as a lecturer on
the Bar Vocational Course at
the City Law School, London for
ten years.
It was while working as a
lecturer that James decided to
embark on theological training
as his involvement in church life
- leading worship and youth
groups - grew. His thoughts
then turned to ordination when
he began theological studies at
Oak Hill Theological College.
Terry Cox, who co manages
the Christian Churches Together
Bookshop; Rhian Linecar, who
retired after ten years with
Cytun as their Faith and Order
officer and Kent Middleton, who
continues his studies at St
Mike’s College before returning
to the Diocese of Cyprus and
the Gulf, were ordained as nonstipendiary ministers with their
work for the church being
carried out alongside their paid
jobs or study.
Terry is the first NSM (local)
for the Diocese and works
under the direction of the Revd
Haydn England-Simon, the Area
Dean of the Rhondda Deanery.
“I’m very much a guinea pig
for the Diocese – being a NSM
(local) means that I am an
ordained minister licensed to a

particular area, something
which I am very much looking
forward to as it will give me a
more visible presence in the
church,” said Terry, who has
been a Reader since 2009 and
is also an air cadets chaplain.
Rhian, a fluent Welsh
speaker, originally from North
Wales has spent the last
decade working for Cytun
(Churches Together in Wales)
after an earlier career as a
teacher.
Kent, a former maths teacher
originally from Cape Town, who
is an ordinand from the Diocese

of Cyprus and the Gulf grew up
attending church – going to
Sunday school, attending youth
groups and being an altar
server.
Three deacons were also
ordained as priests in the
service.
The Revd Rhun ap Robert
who has served as assistant
curate in Aberavon was
ordained as priest and
continues to serve in the same
parish. The former teacher,
originally from North Wales
remains in Aberavon with his
wife Magdalena and their three

young children.
The Revd Tom Bates was
ordained priest and continues
to serve as assistant curate in
Merthyr Tydfil, St David and
Abercanaid. The son of a priest,
Tom grew up singing in
cathedral choirs, spending two
years working as an opera
singer, before training for the
priesthood.
The Revd Pauline Smith, a
former shop worker continues
as assistant curate in Coity,
Nolton and Brackla, following
her ordination as a priest.

Group picture shows: front row, (left to right) Revd Tom Bates, Revd James Griffiths, Revd Rhun ap
Robert, Revd Rhian Linecar, Revd Sandra Birdsall, Revd Terry Cox, the Venerable Dr John Holdsworth
and Revd Pauline Smith
Back row, (left to right) Rev Dr Trystain Owain Hughes (DDO), Graham Hardy (Archbishop’s virger),
Bishop David Wilbourne, Archbishop Dr Barry Morgan, Revd Mark Dimond (Archbishop’s chaplain), Revd
Kent Middleton and Revd Jonathon Wright.
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How to be snap happy!
They say that a picture is worth a
thousand words, so here's a few tips
on how to take a great picture for
Croeso!
People are usually more interesting
than things and people doing things
come over best of all.
Lighting is the most important
element when shooting portraits and
people indoors. Poor or incorrect
lighting will result in a poor quality
photo. When taking pictures outdoors,
don’t shoot into the sun or ask people
to squint into the sun.
Don’t cram too many people into one
shot – the fewer the better.

Every photo needs a focal point. Busy
photos usually look terrible because
they lack one. Take notice of what’s
behind your subject. You don’t want
readers to miss the point because the
background’s too fussy.
Don’t be afraid to give direction to
people in your shot.
Get up close to your subject/subjects
- the most common mistake made by
photographers is that they are not
physically close enough. The closer you
can get the more detail you’ll have in
their faces – something that really lifts a
shot a lot.
If the event is centred around one or

two people make them the central focal
point by putting them right in the middle
of the group (you can add variation to
your shots by taking some of everyone
looking at the camera and then
everyone looking at the person/couple).
Tell everyone to raise their chins a
little – they’ll thank you later when they
see the shot without any double chins!
Set a digital camera to the highest
quality available so that your pictures
are sharp, and detail can be defined.
Your camera will store the image in
either JPEG or TIFF format. Either is
suitable to send to Croeso.
Many Smartphone cameras offer a
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Safe Families for Children is a Christian ministry
caring for some of the most vulnerable members of
our society, children under 10 years old whose
parents are going through a crisis. This
organisation was set up in Wales this year and
aims to create a network of volunteers to support
families in need.
How can you get involved?
Be a Host – if you have a spare room in your house,
we need volunteers to host children under 10 for a
couple of days to a couple of weeks
Be a Friend – if you have an hour or two to spare each
week for a few months you could befriend a struggling
parent.
Provide a Resource – do you have children’s items
you no longer need? You may speak a different
language and be a help to us in translating. There are
many possibilities.
Who can help? – You can! You can volunteer if you
are single, married, older or younger. You don’t have to
be a parent, but just have some knowledge of
parenting issues and children.
Who do we help? - Referrals may come from Social
Services, self-referrals, health visitors, teachers or even
your church, for families who have a child under 10.
There is an opportunity to hear and meet the founder of
Safe Families for Children, Dr Dave Anderson at Bethel
Baptist Centre, Pontyclun CF72 9AJ on October 16, at
7.30pm. Tickets are free, but need to be booked in
advance by e-mailing
wales@safefamiliesforchildren.com
For more details call 0292 166 0555 or visit
safefamiliesforchildren.com/wales

Thanks for your
views on Croeso

digital zoom function, but you're almost
always better off not using it as the
resolution of your image begins to
degrade as soon as you start to zoom.
The problem with many Smartphone
flashes is that they don't actually flash.
So if you are taking pictures with low or
little light, your best bet is to seek out
another light source.
When transferring digital photographs
to your computer, keep the resolution
(quality) as high as you can.
You can email your photos to
alisonyoung@churchinwales.org.uk
or for photos more than 5mb to
llandaffcroeso@hotmail.com

Bangor, I was very interested to discover in this booklet
the historical context for my own vocation – and I was
moved to find my own name printed on the inside
cover, included in the list of all the women who have
served in Wales in licensed Anglican ministry, 1884 –
2014.
Copies (£4.99) available from Church in Wales
publications.

Crossing Thresholds: The
licensed ministry of women
in the Church in Wales: 1884
– 2014
Discover Llandaff Cathedral
By the Revd Naomi Starkey
This helpful and informative
book tells a story that spans a
130 year period. It begins with
the licensing of Eleanor
Carbonell as the first Anglican
woman deaconess in Wales
and ends with the Crossing
the Threshold conference in
September 2014, which
marked the first anniversary of the vote opening
the Episcopate to ‘all who were called to that
ministry regardless of gender.’
In the foreword, Archbishop Barry Morgan speaks of
a generation of women who have been ‘groundbreakers… ones who truly follow the example of Christ
by refusing to be bowed by tradition or authority in the
face of justice, respect and love for each other.’ I was
moved as I read the personal accounts of some of
these ground-breakers: Enid Morgan describing her
‘irritating sense of calling to the priesthood’ around
1971; Margaret Harvey’s journey from being in 1968
the first deaconess licensed outside Llandaff, to
priesthood in 1997; Jennifer Mole telling of many
women deacons receiving hate mail from clergy
opposing the idea; Mary Stallard speaking of the
importance of reclaiming ‘tradition’ as meaning
‘something that is alive’, ‘catholic’ as ‘inclusive’ and
‘evangelical’ as ‘good news for all’.
Also included are encouraging stories of women’s
vocations being nurtured long before priesthood
seemed a possibility, of opposition turning into
reconciliation, and the ongoing work of the St Deiniol’s
Group ‘to discover and strengthen women’s voices
within the Church in Wales.’
Having myself been ordained priest just this year in

Many thanks to all of you who took the time to fill in our
survey on what you think of Croeso.
We were delighted with the number and range of
responses which have helped to give us a clear idea of
what you our readers are looking for in your diocesan
newspaper.
Your suggestions and comments will be carefully
considered by the editorial team as it continues its
ongoing review of Croeso.

croeso has been creatively designed & printed by
Mersey Mirror, The Foundry, 36 Henry Street,
Liverpool L1 5BS
Tel: 0151 709 7567
email: post@merseymirror.com
Produced by the Department of Communication of the Llandaff Diocesan Council for Mission and Ministry © Llandaff Diocesan Board of Finance

By churchwarden, Katharine MacDonald

The latest guide book on
Llandaff Cathedral, compiled
by the Venerable Philip Morris,
Archdeacon of Margam, is
available in the Cathedral
Shop.
The publication is both
informative and user-friendly
and provides historical detail
with easily accessible
information about the
Cathedral today. The brochure includes a
variety of sections such as the story of Llandaff, which
is explained in a timeline covering the years from the
establishment of the Little Minster around 546 to the
installation of the new organ in 2010. Another section,
entitled, A walk round Llandaff Cathedral, offers a clear
well-planned tour of the main parts of the Cathedral,
which visitors will find user-friendly and instructive. The
booklet is well illustrated containing photographs taken
by Archdeacon Philip and David and Rhodri Llewellyn.
The pictures illustrate the sections they support and
enhance the professional appearance of the pamphlet.
There is no doubt that this new guide book will
enhance the visitor experience to Llandaff Cathedral
and it will be well-used by the many travellers who visit
throughout the year. The Cathedral enjoys welcoming
members from any parish group who would like to join
them any Sunday for Evensong, a guided tour and a
cup of tea. If you would like further information about
visiting please contact churchwarden Katharine
MacDonald or the Cathedral office.
To contact Katharine MacDonald email her at
kjmacdonald1@hotmail.co.uk or call 029 2056 9002.

Caption
Competition
Back by popular demand is the
Croeso picture caption
competition!
Please send in your captions for
this photograph by Tuesday,
November 17, to Alison Young,
Croeso, Llandaff Diocese, The
Court, Coychurch, Bridgend, CF35
5HF or by email to
alisonyoung@churchinwales.org.uk

