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Vicar’s music project
set for TV stardom
vicar who is changing the
lives of children in a parish
in one part of Cardiff
through her music is to feature
on a national television
programme.

A

Revd Jan Gould will be on Songs of
Praise along with children from her
ground-breaking orchestra project,
Making Music Changing Lives, which
she runs from the Church of the
Resurrection in Ely.
They are to feature accompanying the
internationally acclaimed Welsh tenor
Rhys Meirion in a special Sport Relief
themed episode of the popular show
screened on Sunday, March 9.
They were joined recently by Rhys
Meirion at the church where they
rehearse for filming for the show – when
they recorded a specially arranged
version of the Welsh hymn, Ar Hyd y
Nos.
“We spent a fantastic day filming and
were privileged to have Rhys Meirion,
singing with us – which the children were
very excited about,” said Jan.
“The brass, the woodwind and the
string had all practised separately and
the filming day was the first time that we
had been able to play it altogether as

one orchestra! It all seemed to come
together well though and the children
were amazing. We were so pleased to
have been chosen to appear on Songs
of Praise.”
The orchestra, which was set up four
years ago and has since had £30,000
worth of funding from Comic Relief, is
one of just a few projects from around
the country to be featured on this
weekend’s special episode of the
programme.
Jan, a professional viola player before
she trained for the priesthood, had been
inspired by the El Sistema project in
Venezuela which began by giving violin
lessons to street children. Jan felt if it
could work in Venezuela, then it could
work in Ely too.
Her scheme has grown from running
one night a week to two with around 70
primary school pupils playing brass,
woodwind and string instruments –
many of whom who would not otherwise
be able to afford music lessons. They
are taught by a combination of
professional musicians and students
from the Royal Welsh College of Music
and Drama. They also learn music
appreciation, visit the opera, and how to
be part of an orchestra.
Songs of Praise, Sport Relief Special

Revd Jan Gould

Rhys Meirion singing with children from the Making Music Changing Lives project at the
Church of the Resurrection in Ely.

producer Peter Taylor said, “We enjoyed
a brilliant day’s filming with the children
who were all fantastic. It is an amazing
charity which is doing some really great
work. As soon as we heard about them
we knew they would be perfect for
Songs of Praise.”
It is the third major recognition for the
project which was the subject of a BBC

Radio Wales programme which won a
national radio award last year. Jan
herself has also won a prestigious
philanthropy award for her work with the
project, which she set up to give
children on the city estate hope and
ambition for the future
She won The Community Foundation
in Wales, Philanthropy Award 2013.

New Dean looks to the future
The new Dean of Llandaff has spoken of
his excitement about guiding the
Cathedral and all who worship there
forward.
The Revd Gerwyn Capon, formerly
Chaplain to the Archbishop of Wales and
a former commercial property developer
was installed as Dean of Llandaff on
February 28.
“I am looking forward with a deep
sense of joy and anticipation to being
Dean of this cathedral, the Vicar of its
parish and a priest to all those who come
here and find belonging,” said Gerwyn.
“To be Dean of Llandaff is a wonderful
opportunity for any priest: to have been
entrusted by the Archbishop to take on
this role I take as a great privilege,

knowing the responsibilities it carries.
“I have already received a whole lot of
support and encouragement from the
cathedral community and many of my
fellow clergy in the diocese. It has served
to remind me that I will not be alone in
this wonderful endeavour. Together we
will continue to hold open the doors of
this beautiful church so that all may
encounter the profundity of God’s
presence in our world and to help His
people connect with the message of
unconditional love and reconciliation that
is and celebrated here.”
Before ordination Gerwyn, from
Anglesey, was a Chartered Surveyor and
partner in a commercial property firm, a
background that was recognised when he

worked in the Church of England as an
adviser for the Church Urban Fund and
Liverpool’s Diocesan Advisory Committee.
Gerwyn, 48, came to Llandaff as
Chaplain to the Archbishop of Wales, Dr
Barry Morgan, in 2007 when he also
served as Diocesan Director of
Ordinands. He left in 2009 to serve in
Blackburn diocese but returned as
Archbishop’s Chaplain in 2012.
The Archbishop said, “I have every
confidence that Gerwyn will be an
excellent dean and parish priest. He is a
good liturgist; he is pastorally sensitive
and warm in his dealings with people. He
is perceptive and energetic and can be
firm and resolute when facing challenges
and opportunities.”
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Leading the way on Fair Trade
Churches across Wales are focussing on “Fair
Trade” and highlighting the need for justice in the
global food market. This includes encouraging
people to choose Fair Trade products where
possible and to think more carefully about how
food is produced.
The Church’s bid to become a Fair Trade Province
means that 70% of its churches commit to using
Fair Trade tea, coffee and other products where they
can and to learning more about Fair Trade issues.
The accreditation body for this initiative is Fair Trade
Wales and so far more than 40% of churches have
signed up.
Revd Carol Wardman, the Bishops’ Adviser for
Church and Society, said “Many people would have
first come across Fair Trade products at church – we
were promoting them many years before they
started to sell at supermarkets. Now we want to go
one step further and lead the way again by
committing ourselves to becoming a Fair Trade
Province. During Fair Trade Fortnight (beginning
February 23rd) churches used special prayers and
themed services to focus on Fair Trade issues.”
One example is Derrick Stephenson who sells Fair
Trade products following the Sunday morning parish
service at Llandaff Cathedral. He collects stock from
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a Fair Trade shop in Cardiff,
called Fair Do’s, and returns
money made to them.
He says, “I took over the
stall about three-and-a-half
years. I thought it sounded
interesting to learn about the
different parts of the world
where the products are
made, or grown. It’s also
interesting to meet different
people who attend the family
service.
“Churches are influential
on what we learn, and how
we behave. Through our
involvement we all can make
an impact and show we care.
It also helps to remind us
how fortunate we are. And
it’s nice to think that we are able to contribute and
help the people that are making or selling their
goods through Fair Trade.
“Younger and older visitors seem to enjoy seeing
the variety of food and hand-made items on display.
There are some regular customers who have

Bishops hold meetings
on ‘code’ for women
bishops in Wales

The Bishops of the Church in Wales have held open
meetings across Wales to consult on a code for ordaining
women as bishops.
As part of legislation to ordain women bishops, passed
by the Church in September, the Bishops have to draw up
a Code of Practice to ensure all members of the Church,
including those with conscientious objections to the
decision, continued to feel accepted and valued in it.
Open meetings in each of the six Welsh dioceses have
been held for members to have their say on what
provisions that code should include. The meetings will be
followed by a discussion at the Church’s Governing Body
meeting in April.
The Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry Morgan, said, “While
we, as bishops, welcome the decision that women can now
be ordained as bishops in Wales, we recognise that there
are some people who do not. We want to make sure that
adequate provision is made for them so that they will still
feel valued and accepted in the Church and will continue to
worship and minister alongside us. We have been
entrusted to draw up a Code of Practice within a year and
we are keen to consult as widely as possible with church
members in order to reflect their views as best we can.”

purchased items and repeatedly ask for the same
items.”
Information on how to become a Fair Trade parish
are available online at:
http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/society/becominga-fairtrade-province

We are coming to talk to you
A series of Ministry Area Conversations are
being rolled out throughout the whole of the
Llandaff Diocese during 2014. The
development of Ministry Areas, in line with the
Church in Wales 20:20 Vision, is seen as a way
of working more effectively and creatively for
growth and is therefore of huge benefit.
As part of this process, teams of senior staff
and officers will be visiting potential groups of
parishes to hold the Ministry Area Conversations.
Each group will have a named partner whose role
will be to help formulate a local plan for
discussion at deanery level and then diocesan
approval. The aim is that conversations will be
held with key local leaders involved in ministry
(stipendiary, NSM, readers, worship leaders, lay
project leaders, plus benefice/parish wardens).
Parishes will be encouraged to consider what a
‘Ministry Area’ means within their own context
(other churches, parishes, ecumenical partners,
schools, other local service providers) and to talk
to as many of these other potential community
partners as possible.
A framework for these conversations will be
produced to ensure all aspects of Ministry Areas
are discussed with details available to be fed
back and collated at diocesan level. This
framework will use ‘Seven Sacred Spaces’ as its
model. Pilots are planned for selected areas
within each Archdeaconry before being rolled out
further across the diocese. These are being held
over the next few months in Penarth and
Pontypridd town areas and with the entire Neath
Deanery.
Ministry Area background information, FAQ’s,
along with examples of ‘good practice’ from

Meet the team!

Pictured (l to r) Rev’d David Thomas Morris, John Fenton, Rev’d Andrew Holmes,
Dr Michael Glenn, Penny Williams, Rev’d Melanie Prince.

parishes / deaneries / groups within the
diocese, will be produced and made available to
support Ministry Area Conversations. Information
from ‘Ministry Area’ conversations will be
gathered at diocesan level and assessed before
Ministry Area proposals are formulated. Initial
Ministry Area Conversations with all areas should
be completed during 2014, with formal diocesan
proposals to be published early 2015, followed
by implementation during 2015-2018.
Assistant Bishop of Llandaff David Wilbourne
said, “I like the link with Seven Sacred Spaces
because it drives us to revisit a monastic past
when ordained and lay Christians served a
geographical area as a team deeply committed
to the common life. Each person's God-given
talents were harnessed to enable the life of the
whole Body of Christ, and by gathering to pray
together, study together, eat together, and
decide together, that then served as a
springboard to bring massive light and cheer to
brighten the darkest of ages; and can do so
again.”

A team of vocation advisors has been appointed to the Llandaff Diocesan
Ministry Team and are available to all for advice and support.
The team of three ordained vocations advisors and three lay assistant
vocations advisors have been working alongside the other ministry officers to
assist candidates exploring a variety of vocations.
Their main role is to help candidates develop and articulate their sense of
calling before directing them to the relevant ministry officer (DDO/Warden of
Readers/Lay Training Officer) to explore their vocation in greater depth and
discuss further options.
They welcome invitations to speak to parish or deanery groups or preach on
the subject of vocation and hope to be a useful resource for parish clergy,
chaplains and others. With a recent backlog of candidates cleared, they are now
keen to receive more referrals from parish clergy as very few are currently
coming through.
“Before candidates are referred, it is important that they have received some
of the most basic Christian nurture and instruction. We sometimes receive
candidates who need help in understanding our shared baptismal vocation
before even exploring the call to a particular type of ministry,” said vocation
advisor, Rev’d David Morris. “Some candidates are also sent to us who have
little knowledge and limited experience of what it is to be Anglican. Many of
these issues can be addressed before referrals are made and we can provide
advice regarding these matters.”
The vocation advisors are:
The Rev’d Andrew Holmes and Mr John Fenton (Morgannwg)
The Rev’d David Morris and Dr Michael Glenn (Llandaff)
The Rev’d Melanie Prince and Mrs Penny Williams (Margam)
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Bishop David writes:
y ministry was just starting; his
life was just ending. I came
across him sitting outside his
tiny bungalow, a rug over his knees, an
oxygen cylinder by his side. We got
talking - his breath was short, every
word an effort, yet he wanted to tell me
his story.

M

He was an old soldier, who had spent a
life-time struggling with lungs damaged
by gas on the Western Front. He’d
served at Mons, appalled at the terrible
fighting there, the terrible loss of life on
both sides. In a few words he conveyed
the horror of it all very chillingly, made
me, a raw twenty-five-year-old, feel very
grateful that I was safe far from the
trenches.
But there was something over and
above the horror that he wanted to
relate to me. Breath following painful
breath, he told me about the Mons
angels. His description contained none
of the usual fantasy, no white robes or
cotton wool wings, but was the matterof-fact account of a man who had not
long to live, no reason to lie. ‘They were
just lights, mysterious lights, hovering
above the carnage, darting about here
and there. I was in a terrible funk, I’d
seen my best friend blown to
smithereens; the same thing was
probably going to happen to me at any
moment. And then I saw those lights,
and I suddenly felt calm, that all would

be well, that God himself was with us,
aching with us, weeping with us in all
this carnage.’
‘You are the light of the world. A city on
a hill cannot be hidden.’ said Jesus.
Jesus, the Light of the World, was
crucified on a hill outside a city, which
certainly could not be hidden. His
enemies thought they were doing away
with him but they made a big mistake.
Rather than shutting him up, on that
hill-top he became a beacon not just for
nearby Jerusalem in 33 AD, but for the
whole world for the whole of time. He
was the true light shining in the
darkness, the darkness of the most
grisly death.
Light is amazing. They used to think
light had an infinite speed, which it
nearly does, 186,000 miles per
second. I like to think of that burst of
divine light radiating out from Calvary,
speeding through the universe at
186,000 miles per second. Earth,
whose speed relative to the Cosmic
Background Radiation is a mere 244
miles per second, has been playing
catch up ever since. Ever since Good
Friday 33AD, we have been passing
through Christ’s light, shining in our
darkness. That was why the old
soldier’s story rang so true, telling of an
angelic light hovering over the total
abyss of the trenches.
But whilst the light of Calvary shines out

and heartens us all, as is the funny way
with light, we can also look into Calvary,
treating it as a lens through which we
can we see every deed of darkness and
terrible suffering from the beginning of
creation until now, illuminated by
Christ’s light. I believe Calvary wasn’t a
one off, but was God’s way of saying to
us, ‘Look, wherever there is someone
hurting, I am hurting too, wherever there
is someone weeping, I am weeping too,
wherever someone is broken, I am
broken too.’
My old soldier would have sung the
hymn, O Valiant hearts many times. It
was written in 1917, reflecting on the
terrible carnage of the Great War. Two
verses catch the theme of Christ’s light
shining in every darkness.
Long years ago, as earth lay dark and
still,
Rose a loud cry upon a lonely hill,
While in the frailty of our human clay,
Christ, our Redeemer, passed the self
same way.
Still stands His Cross from that dread
hour to this,
Like some bright star above the dark
abyss;
Still, through the veil, the Victor's
pitying eyes
Look down to bless our lesser
Calvaries.

As we move to Good Friday a century
after the Great War, I thank God for the
light of Christ you bring to every place of
darkness, and for the light Christ will
bring when you feel so lost and
forsaken: that at such terrible times
God is at his closest, light hovering over
your abyss.

‘Nail the Lies about People
in Poverty’ – Archbishop
Archbishop of Wales Dr Barry Morgan is calling on people to ‘stand up for
what is right’ when people in poverty are accused of being shirkers and
skivers, and to offer practical support. “We are all members of one
community,” he says. “We must speak out against the rumours,
misrepresentations and prejudice that undermine our solidarity with one
another.”
The Archbishop was speaking at the launch of ‘Truth and Lies About Poverty
Today’, on 10th December in the Pierhead Building, Cardiff Bay, a report jointly

Archbishop Barry and Julian Rosser, head of Oxfam Cymru

published by Oxfam Cymru and the Church in Wales. The launch was hosted by
Vaughan Gething AM, the deputy minister for tackling poverty.
With facts and figures, the report nails six common myths about people living in
poverty, including that ‘they’ are lazy and don’t want to work, and ‘they’ are on
the fiddle. The report was originally published by an alliance of churches called
the Joint Public Issues Team. The new document has been translated in Welsh
for the first time and there is a bilingual summary available. The full report can
be downloaded from the websites of Oxfam Cymru and the Church in Wales.
Dr Morgan said, “This report brings together concern for the poor and concern
for truth-telling, and reminds us that it is our duty as Christians and as
members of society not just to offer practical help, but to stand up for what is
right. Only when we have a true understanding of the realities of poverty can we
even begin to tackle it and build a more just and successful society for all.”
Julian Rosser, Head of Oxfam Cymru, said, “If you relied on Government
ministers and certain tabloids for information, you’d think that if people just
pulled their socks up and worked hard, there would be no such thing as poverty.
The reality is that there are just not enough jobs out there, benefits are under
siege from sanctioning, and even being in work is no defence against poverty,
as wages lag behind inflation and zero-hours and short term contracts are on
the increase.” He called on people to come together under the banner of Cuts
Watch Cymru and Oxfam Cymru and its partners to challenge encroachments on
the welfare state and call for a more equal society.
The six myths identified in the report about people in poverty are:
• ‘They’ are lazy and don’t want to work;
• ‘They’ are addicted to drink and drugs;
• ‘They’ are not really poor – they just don’t manage their money properly;
• ‘They’ are on the fiddle
• ‘They’ have an easy life;
• ‘They’ caused the deficit
For more information or a copy of ‘Truth and Lies About Poverty’ please
contact:
Anna Morrell, Archbishop’s Media Officer
Tel: 079191587 94 / (029) 2034 8208
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Comings and Goings . . .
New Parish for Archdeacon
Peggy Jackson
The Archdeacon of Llandaff
and priest-in-charge of
Penmark with Llancarfan with
Llantrithyd, Peggy Jackson,
is to move to a new parish.
Archdeacon Peggy, who is
also associate priest of the
parish of Porthkerry and
Rhoose, is to move closer to
Cardiff, to be priest-in-charge of St Fagan’s and
Michaelston-super-Ely, following the retirement last
year of Rev’d Anthony Wintle. She will be licensed
on 9th April at 7.30 p.m. She will continue as
Archdeacon of Llandaff, a post she took up in
2009, leaving the Diocese of Southwark, where, for
several years, she had been Dean of Women’s
Ministry and Honorary Canon of Southwark
Cathedral. During the last nine months, as the
senior member of Chapter, Peggy has been holding
responsibility in Llandaff Cathedral, until the new
Dean could be appointed.
New Priest for Williamstown
Local boy Rev’d Philip
Leyshon, 37, vicar of
Tonypandy with Clydach Vale,
will now take Williamstown
under his wing, and was
licensed at a special service
at St Illtyd’s by Assistant
Bishop David Wilbourne, on
February 23rd. He moved
back to the area in 2009 from
Caerphilly, following a first curacy in Newton
Nottage. Growing up in Cymmer, Porth, he was
already familiar with the place and its people. He is
now “looking forward to my new role and getting to
know the people in Williamstown better.”
A chapel boy, it was school RE which kindled his
interest in the church, followed by his journey to
ordination. As well parish work, Philip is chapter
clerk for Rhondda Deanery and sits on the Diocesan
Board of Finance and the Board for Social
Responsibility. Married to Hannah and with two
young children, he writes poetry and is currently in
training for a charity walk from Blaenrhondda to
Trehafod on March 8th with his sub- warden David
Thomas, to raise money for computer equipment for
St Thomas’ youth services.
Bishop David Wilbourne said, “In a re-aligning of
pastoral responsibilities in the Rhondda Deanery, Fr
Philip’s willingness to take this on St Illtyd’s
Williamstown, in addition to his present role, is
typical of him and to his immense credit. Fr Philip
comes with a faithful and imaginative track record.
He combines his roots in the Rhondda with the
teaching and practice of the Church, and,
sensitively, brings the light of Christ to cheer and
heal the community's hurting-points. Just before
Christmas he sent me his own moving poem,
‘Nativity Sidestep’, which made me realise that
here was a priest aware of the world and church
around him, its foibles and its loveliness, and who
deeply cherished it. As Chapter Clerk for the
deanery, he and Area Dean, Fr Haydn Simon
England, work very effectively together on
imaginative and well-supported deanery projects,
such as the recent four-part autumn course. Fr
Philip is a talented priest whose time at
Williamstown will surely be richly blessed.”
Keen Musician Marja is new Priest for Llandaff
North
It’s all change for the Rev’d Marja Henson-Flipse,
31, who left her old parish of Newton Nottage on
February 2nd, and within 6 days, had moved house
and got married! She was licensed by Assistant
Bishop David Wilbourne on February 25th at All
Saints Church, Llandaff North, now in the rectorial

benefice of Whitchurch,
taking over from Rev’d
Stephen Jenkyns who has
moved to Baglan. But Marja,
assistant priest in Porthcawl
for three years and previously
a curate in Roath, a keen
musician and accomplished
linguist, is used to new
challenges, as she moved
countries – from her
homeland of Holland to Britain, to explore the
Anglican faith while in her twenties.
“I thoroughly enjoyed my time in Porthcawl, but I am
delighted to be returning to Cardiff and look forward
to meeting everyone in my new parish,” said Marja.
“I have experience of many different denominations
and I hope to use that experience here. I have
always performed musically in front of people and
but to stand up and speak in church was daunting
to start with but I am quite comfortable now. I set
up a children’s choir in Roath, and in Porthcawl the
bellringers taught me to ring, so I am sure that
music will also feature in some form here,” she
added. In her spare time, Marja sings in the Welsh
Camerata Choir, through which she met her
husband Gareth Henson, and she plays recorder,
viol, harpsichord, piano and clarinet.
Assistant Bishop David said, “Marja's journey to All
Saints, Llandaff North is a long one. Born and bred
in the Netherlands, her deep faith nurtured within
the Reformed tradition, Marja's studies brought her
to Cambridge. She mastered the Welsh language
and pursued her vocation as a priest in the Church
in Wales. Like Maria Von Trapp, our own Marja
always has a song in her soul, and is a skilled
musician able to inspire others. Though a deep
thinker, she has the canny ability to put the faith
into very simple but arresting words, and to
communicate at all levels; children, particularly, feel
affirmed and at ease in her company. A humble
soul, with a warm pastoral heart - lucky Llandaff
North, to receive a priest of such quality!”
New University Chaplain
Rev’d David Sheen has been
appointed as the next
Anglican Chaplain to Cardiff
University, taking over from
the Revd Dr Trystan Owain
Hughes. He moves from the
parish of Pwllgwaun and
Llanddewi Rhondda, where he
was priest-in-charge, but a
date for his licensing has yet
to be fixed. David has been priest-in-charge and
Warden of Readers for almost four years. Previously
he served as the assistant priest in the parish of
Penarth and Llandough and before that, was
assistant curate in the parish of Cowbridge. Prior to
ordination David worked in the NHS as a senior
physiotherapist. He is married and has two teenage
children and a dog.
Retirements:
Rev’d Tony DeRoy-Jones,
vicar of the parish of
Pontlottyn with Fochriw since
1998, is to retire on April
28th. Beginning with a
curacy in Neath with Llantwit,
he became vicar at Caerau
St Cynfelyn in 1995. He is
now looking forward to his
retirement in Briton Ferry
with his wife Dorothy. “Both Dorothy and I have felt
blessed by God for his calling us to minister here
and we shall be sad to leave. It is time for the
parish to move on, and we pray that the parish will
be given a faithful pastor who will love them as we
do. We look forward to joining the congregation at

St Theodore's Port Talbot,” said Tony.
Archbishop Barry said, “We thank Tony for all that
he has done in the Diocese over the years and
hope that he and his wife Dorothy have a long and
happy retirement in Briton Ferry.”
Rev’d Canon Adrian Berry,
Rector of the Parish of Barry
All Saints for the last 5 years,
retired in February. His early
ministry, from 1983, was in
the Diocese of Gloucester, as
curate, vicar, priest-in-charge
and ecumenical officer, and
eventually Rector of
Leckhampton for 7 years.
From 2002 he was priest-incharge of Wenvoe with St Lythans prior to his move
to Barry. He has now moved to Newent in the Forest
of Dean, where, in his spare time, he enjoys
history, cooking, poetry, star gazing, cricket, walking
and swimming.
Rev’d Moira Spence, NSM
curate in the parish of Ewenny
and St Brides has retired.
Moira joined Llandaff Diocese
in 2007, from Oxfordshire
where she had been the
substitute chaplain at
Aylesbury Young Offenders
Institution for eight years.
Married to Ian, she continues
to live in the parish.
The Archdeacon of Margam and priest-in-charge of
Ewenny, Philip Morris said, “We use some curious
titles in church which are not always easily
understood by those outside. Rector, vicar, curate –
what’s the difference? ‘Curate’ actually means ‘one
who shares in the cure of souls’, i.e. shares in the
spiritual care for people, and this is what Moira has
being doing so well over the last seven years.
Pastoral care, support in times of bereavement,
spiritual counselling, as well as playing her full part
in the worship life of the parish – this has been
Moira’s gift to us. Our appreciation was shown in
the numbers turning out on a very wet evening for
her retirement party, and in the gifts and cards
given to her.”
Moira is continuing in her role as assistant coordinating chaplain at Cardiff Metropolitan
University and also as secretary of the Llandaff
Diocesan Spirituality Group.
Resignations:
Rev’d Grace Karamura, Vicar of the Parish of
Pontyclun and Talygarn, has left the diocese after
resigning his post at the end of January. Grace has
been vicar of the parish of Pontyclun and Talygarn
since 2003, moving there from Ebbw Vale where he
was curate and later team vicar for six years. He
served his first curacy in Uganda in 1992/93.
Rev’d Matthew Trick, Team
Vicar in the Rectorial Benefice
of Aberavon, and Youth
Chaplain for the Margam
Archdeaconry, left the diocese
in January after being
appointed Minister of
Cambourne Church, a Local
Ecumenical Partnership in the
Diocese of Ely.
Matthew had been in Aberavon since 2010 and
before that he was curate in Cowbridge from 2008
to 2010.
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The Ark remains Afloat!
It may not have been floods that it has
had to battle against but one church’s
very own Ark is rejoicing after
surviving stormy times.
For the last five years the thriving
children’s Sunday Club at Welsh St
Donat’s Parish Church in the Vale of
Glamorgan has met in an adjacent
portable cabin called The Ark. It’s
future, however, was threatened at the
end of last year when a renewal of
planning permission for the temporary
cabin was rejected by the Vale of
Glamorgan Council on the grounds that
it did not look good against an historic,
Grade 1 listed church. The Council said
it an “adverse impact on the setting”.
This ruling would have left the
Sunday Club with nowhere to meet
which itself could have had a knock-on
effect on congregation numbers and the
church’s ministry in the village.
But an appeal by the church against
the decision has been successfully
upheld – delighting parishioners as it
safeguards the future of their Sunday
Club for another five years. In his
report, the Planning Inspector said the
success of the Ark was “crucial to the
continued active use of St Donat’s for
the purpose for which the church was
designed, which itself is crucial to the
preservation and upkeep of the fabric of
the listed building.” He agreed that the

church needed more time to find an
alternative solution.
A Church in Wales spokesperson
said, “The Inspector’s decision
highlights the need for planning
decisions to recognise that the longterm future of a listed building is usually
best served by ensuring that its current
use isn’t compromised. With many
congregations seeking to adapt
churches to provide more flexible and
greater use for both the worshipping
and wider community while respecting a
building’s heritage, the implications of a
planning refusal where this isn’t
properly acknowledged can be very
damaging and discouraging.”
Parish priest, Father Edwin Counsell
added, “We are delighted that we have
won our appeal and it was very useful
to meet with the planning officers
during the appeal process as we can
now work with them to find a long term
permanent solution.
“Originally it was envisaged that The
Ark would be a temporary solution while
it was decided whether there was a long
term demand for children’s ministry in
the parish. And although the Sunday
Club has gone from strength to
strength, money which could have been
put towards a more permanent solution
has been used over the last five years
to help maintain and improve our

beautiful medieval church.
“It’s a Grade I listed building
and in order to sustain this
building then we need to sustain
the congregation numbers and
that is directly linked to retaining
the Sunday Club as the two go
hand in hand.
“The many children and families who
attend the church have come to love
The Ark and meet there enthusiastically
during part of the Sunday worship each

Principal of Theological
College Retires
The Archbishop of Wales has paid tribute
to Rev’d Canon Dr Peter Sedgwick the
Principal of St Michael’s College, Cardiff
who will retire at the end of June after 10
years at the helm.
Dr Barry Morgan thanked Dr Sedgwick
for his tremendous contribution to the
college and the life of the Church in Wales,
and praised his scholarly and incisive
mind. He also congratulated Dr Sedgwick
on his appointment as visiting professor at
Durham University (Alan Richardson fellow)
for this autumn term. Dr Sedgwick will
not be leaving the Church in Wales
completely; he will continue to chair the
Church’s Doctrine Commission and, when
he returns from Durham, he plans to
assist with parishes in the Diocese of
Llandaff. He will also remain a member of
the Anglican Roman Catholic International
Commission (ARCIC III).
The Archbishop said, “I want to thank
Peter for the tremendous contribution he
has made to St Michael’s and to the life of
the Church in Wales in general. I am
grateful to him for all he has done. I am
very glad that he has agreed to continue
as chairman of the Doctrinal Commission
and to serve ARCIC since he has much to
contribute to both bodies. I am delighted
that Durham has honoured him in this way
and I look forward to his ministry in a
different capacity in the diocese of
Llandaff.” Dr Sedgwick said, “St
Michael’s College has changed a great
deal in the last decade and it has been a
great privilege to be Principal. I would like
to thank the Archbishop, the
Representative Body and the college
committee for all their support during this
time. I am also extremely grateful to the
staff and students of the college for
sharing at a deep level with me in this
partnership of change and transformation.
I wish the college well in the years to
come.”
Rev’d Canon Dr. Peter Sedgwick was
ordained deacon in the Church of England
in 1974, after training at Westcott House,
Cambridge, and became a priest in 1975.
He was a curate in East London and then

Rev’d Canon Dr.
Peter Sedgwick

priest in Birmingham from 1979-1982.
From 1982- 88 he was Theological
Consultant to the North East churches,
covering all denominations from
Middlesborough to the Scottish border.
His academic life began in 1967 when he
studied history at Trinity Hall, Cambridge,
followed by a year at Keble College,
Oxford. He then returned to Cambridge
where he took a second degree in theology
while training for ordination. In 1977 he
began studying at Durham University for a
PhD in theology and moral philosophy,
which was awarded in 1983. He lectured
in modern theology and ethics at the
University of Birmingham from 1979-82,
and was Course Director at the University
of Hull for the MA in Theology and Society
from 1988-94. In 1994-5 he was Vice
Principal of Westcott House, Cambridge.
Peter Sedgwick served on many boards
and committees of the Church of England
dealing with ecumenism, theological
training and social policy, and from 19962004 he worked full time for the central
offices of the Church of England as their
policy officer for home affairs. He edited
the journal of Christian social ethics,
Crucible, from 1998- 2009 and has written
or edited about a dozen books, including
studies of mission, the church in the city,
and social ethics.
Find out more about St Michael’s
College, Cardiff at
http://stmichaels.ac.uk/

Welsh St Donat’s
Parish Church

week. Its loss would have had a
devastating effect and prompted our
decision to appeal against it and we are
delighted that our appeal has been
upheld.”

Fr Edwin Counsell and members
of the Sunday Club

Bridgend Parish Expands to
Create Larger Ministry Area
Work has forged ahead in creating a new larger ministry
area – as called for by the Church in Wales Review – in
one area of Bridgend. The parish of Laleston and
Merthyr Mawr is being expanded to include Penyfai.
Rev’d Canon Edward Evans was inducted as vicar of the
new parish and the Rev’d Mike Lewis licensed as his
assistant curate, at All Saints, Penyfai by Assistant
Bishop David Wilbourne. The Bishop said, “Canon
Edward Evans and Revd Michael Lewis are a very
experienced and faithful team who previously ministered
Mike Lewis
in Laleston and Merthyr Mawr, a parish with a definite
buzz about it.
Their duties now extend to Penyfai, another parish with
a definite buzz, so they will be well matched and we can
expect an exciting future in the new benefice.” Edward
and Michael take over from the Rev’d Elaine Harris who
retired after six years in the parish as a non stipendiary
minister.
“Mike and I realised that we could handle Penyfai
between us, because of the size of the parish and
because of the times of the services at the various
churches, and that is what we have been doing for the
Edward Evans
last year,” said Edward. “What has now happened is that
the arrangement that we already had is formalized. Penyfai is adjacent to
Laleston and Merthyr Mawr and it makes sense for it to become one parish.
We have already developed a relationship with Penyfai, which is a small village
with one church, and this relationship is now going to be built upon and
developed further. There is no way that a parish that size could justify having a
full time priest.”
As well as being vicar of Laleston, Merthyr Mawr and Penyfai, Edward is also
area dean for Bridgend, a post he has held for two and a half years, having
held it previously for ten years from 1994 to 2004. Ordained in 1971, he was
curate in Church Village for seven years, then vicar of Eglwysilan for eleven
years before moving to Laleston in 1988. His curate Mike Lewis, is a retired
school teacher who has worked as a non-stipendiary minister in the parish for
the past eleven years. (Mike is also a long-standing member of the croeso
editorial team.)
“What is happening in this parish,” said Edward, “is very much the way
forward with 2020 Vision (The Church in Wales Review), as larger ministry
areas are created and as we become more reliant on lay people to take
responsibility in various areas, from taking services, to visiting the sick and
taking communion to those at home. The Church is not just the vicar and the
curate: it is the members of the church, and if a parishioner visits another
parishioner in need then it is the Church that is visiting. Obviously we will visit
as well when necessary. There is an awful lot of talent out there amongst the
laity and it is this talent that we need to harness. It used to be that the curate
would run the local youth club or produce the parish magazine but there may
well be people in the parish better suited to these types of roles. The way
forward is to get more lay people involved, and this is happening already in
places like Penyfai.”
The benefice now has two lay readers, one at Penyfai and another at
Merthyr Mawr.
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Around
the
Diocese
Pontypridd Food Bank:
Pews turned into Pantry
When a Valleys church needed to build a large pantry for
its successful food bank scheme, it simply dismantled the
pews and used the wood to build a bank of cupboards.
With that sort of commitment shown from the outset, it is
no surprise that the Pontypridd Food Bank, which operates
from St Luke’s Church, Rhydyfelin, celebrated its second
anniversary recently having provided 27,500 meals to those
in need over the last two years. It was in February 2012
that the first food parcels were distributed by the team of
now 40 volunteers who operate the food bank.
Rev’d Michael Gable, vicar of Glyntaff, Rhydyfelin and The
Graig and area dean of Pontypridd, said the idea of setting
up the food bank was very much ‘a leap of faith’ as they
had no idea of how much food would be donated or how
many people would make use of it. But since its launch two
years ago, a total of 1,559 vouchers have been issued and
a total of 3,085 people, adults and children, have been fed.
The food bank operates by receiving donations of nonperishable food from schools, churches, businesses and individuals, supplemented by
supermarket collections which are held a couple of times a year. Those in need are then
identified by care professionals who issue vouchers for people to take to the food bank
centre, where they can be redeemed for three days’ worth of emergency food.
“Food banks are not going to solve people’s problems but they aim to tide them over
while other agencies solve their long term crises. It is a double-edged sword: it’s fabulous
that the Pontypridd Food Bank has been so successful but it is also appalling that we need
to be here - food banks should not be needed anywhere,” said Rev’d Gable. “Often people
are only just managing to make ends meet and then they get an extra large bill, coupled
with perhaps their car breaking down, and it is then that they might need a top-up of food to
get them through a few days.”
The Pontypridd Food Bank operates from St Luke’s Church, Rhydyfelin on Wednesday
mornings and from the Tabernacl in Ynysybwl on Friday afternoons. The centres are run by
volunteers who sort the food, make up parcels, help at supermarket collections and man
the food bank phone line. “If someone in crisis is given a voucher and needs a parcel
urgently, they can ring the helpline and we endeavour to get a parcel to them that day,” said
Rev’d Gable. “The volunteers do an amazing job and without them the whole thing would
collapse.” The donated food is stored in a huge pantry inside St Luke’s Church which was
built using wood from the dismantled church pews. “It shows the commitment of the
church that the pews were dismantled and rebuilt as a pantry to support the food bank,”
said Rev’d Gable. Further stores of food are held in a pair of shipping containers.

Rev’d Michael Gable with
food donated to the
Pontypridd Food Bank

Holocaust Memorial Service
held in Merthyr Tydfil
St David’s Church,
Merthyr

A candlelit procession and memorial service was held for the first
time in Merthyr Tydfil in memory of the millions of Jews and others
killed during the Holocaust and subsequent genocides.
It echoed services which were held around the country on January
27, to mark National Holocaust Memorial Day.
In Merthyr, the Holocaust Memorial Service was held at St David’s
Church and was followed by a candlelit procession to the town’s
central library – where a minute’s silence was held.
The winner of a creative writing competition run by Merthyr Tydfil
Public Libraries was announced during the service and an exhibition of
entries was held in the library afterwards.
The Dowlais Choir performed during the service and the local scouts
were in attendance.
The service was opened by the Mayor of Merthyr Tydfil, Councillor
Graham Davies and closed by the Youth Mayor, Shaunaleigh Llewellyn.
The date of the National Holocaust Memorial Day was chosen to
mark the liberation of the Auschwitz concentration camp.
“It is the first time that a service has been held to mark Holocaust
Memorial Day in Merthyr and it was a great success,” said the Revd
Mark Prevett.

Archbishop opens Town’s
First Charity Shop
The Archbishop of Wales has opened a charity shop set up by
churches to support people in debt.
The Storehouse
Community Shop is
the first charity shop in
Aberkenfig, run by
eight local churches,
and aiming to raise
about £600 a week
which will go towards
setting up a Christians
Against Poverty debt
centre and also local
causes. The shop,
which sells good
quality second-hard
clothes, books and
CDs, employs a
manager and a deputy (l-r) Archbishop Barry Morgan, shop manager
manager part-time who Karen Homans and Rev’d Chris Gray.
are helped by about 20
volunteers from the churches. The shop is open Monday -Thursday
10am - 4pm and Saturday 10am – 1pm.
Cutting the ribbon to open the shop, Archbishop Barry Morgan said,
“This shop is an excellent example of Christianity in action – people
working together to respond to a need and help others in their
community. It will provide a service by selling second-hard items and
the money raised will all go to helping others, particularly those among
us who are facing increasing financial hardship and struggling with
debt.”
Rev’d Stephen Pare, priest-in-charge of Aberkenfig, said the shop, on
Bridgend Road, was the idea of church leaders from a variety of
traditions in the community. He said, “It’s the result of nearly two years
of weekly united prayer meetings. Aiming to serve the community, we
talked to people and found out that they wanted a second-hand shop
as there isn’t one at all in Aberkenfig. There was also a need to help
people facing debt. So we hope this shop will raise about £6,000 to
set up a debt centre. The charity, Christians Against Poverty, supports
those in debt, helping some 20-50 families a week become debt-free.
None of the money the Storehouse raises will assist the running costs
of the churches and chapels; it will all go to the community.”
Rev’d Chris Gray, Assistant Chair of the Methodist Synod, cut the
cake to mark the occasion. The supporting churches are: Aberkenfig
Bible Church, Aberkenfig Church of God, Wesley Methodist, Tondu,
Nazareth Baptist Church, Bryncethin, St Robert’s Roman Catholic
Church Aberkenfig, Smyrna Baptist Church Penyfai, The Parish of All
Saints Penyfai, and the Parish of Llansantffraid, Bettws and Aberkenfig.
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Archbishop joins service for
Lesbian and Gay Christians

Teachers Confirmed
in Front of Pupils

Dr Barry Morgan was the special guest at the Carols for Christmas organised by the
South Wales Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement held at City United Reformed
Church, Windsor Place, Cardiff.
As well as carols and readings, the service included performances from the South
Wales Gay Men’s Chorus and the LBT women’s choir, The Songbirds. A collection was
taken for the Cardiff Adult Self-Injury Project.
Janet Jeffries, spokesperson for LGCM, said, “We are very honoured that the
Archbishop agreed to attend our Christmas Carols at what must be a very busy time of
year for him. We very much appreciate the support he has shown to the lesbian and
gay community, both at this event and by opening the Cardiff Mardi Gras earlier this
year.”
Archbishop Barry said, “I am delighted to support this carol service. Christmas is a
time when we remember that God made all people in his own image and loves us all.
Christ was born in a stable to parents who were refugees, and he spent his life with
those on the fringes of society or who were victimised because of what they were, and
challenging those in authority. I think this is still a relevant message for today.”

Wise men from East
join Epiphany Service
Wise men from the
East bearing gifts
of friendship and
peace joined one
church
congregation for
their service for
Epiphany on
January 5th.
They may not
have been led by a
star, but two
Muslim Sheikhs
and their families
took part in the
service at St Mary’s
Church Wenvoe,
near Cardiff, as a
sign of
reconciliation
(l-r) Sheikh Elnayyal Abu Groon, Canon Robin Morrison and Sheikh Abdalla
between the two
Yassin Mohammed at St Mary’s Church, Wenvoe.
faiths. Sheikh
Abdalla Yassin Mohammed, originally from the Sudan and now a member of the Muslim
Council of Wales, and Sheikh Elnayyal Abu Groon, from the Jordan, joined in prayers during
the service and received a blessing at communion.
The service was led by Canon Robin Morrison, retired Church and Society Officer for the
Church in Wales. Instead of a sermon, Canon Robin interviewed Sheikh Abdallah about
shared concerns in a world of religious violence and division. Canon Robin said, “The
epiphany message of a God who manifests the nature of God as Love calls us to take
seriously ‘our common humanity in and under God’ and to work in practical ways to achieve
that vision. Epiphany celebrates the magi, the wise ones – scientists, astrologers and
cosmologists - following the light of a star, as they sought for new meaning and hope,
enlightenment and understanding in the birth of a baby in Bethlehem. This was a good
context for representatives of Islam to meet with Christians and share a mutual concern for
new understanding, peace and love between people of all faiths, within all faiths and in
relation to the main challenges of violence and conflict facing the world in 2014.”
The visit was part of a project set up by Canon Robin and Sheikh Abdallah to counter
Islamic sectarian division. Called The Open Tent, the project aims to promote the “common
humanity” of people of the two faiths. It follows a series of 10 joint conferences called
Finding a Common Voice between the Church in Wales and the Muslim Council of Wales
between 2006-11.

Candlelight vigil held for Nelson Mandela
A city centre church held a service of readings, music
and prayers on the eve of Nelson Mandela’s funeral.
The candlelight vigil for the mourned statesman was
held at St John’s Church, Cardiff city centre on
Saturday, December 14th.
The service of remembrance was co-led by parish
priest the Revd Canon Dr Sarah Rowland Jones, who
returned to Wales at the end of October after more
than a decade in South Africa and the Revd Philip
Buckland, a Methodist minister from South Africa, who
has been in Cardiff for the past three years.
“There was a point in the service where those who
came were invited to light a candle, both as
thanksgiving and as a pledge also to strive to be
beacons of light and hope in our own situations,” said
Sarah.

Bishop David with teachers Matthew and Emma, with pupils (l to r) Ben
Gonzales, Eden Holt, Leya Townsend and Manon Godin, and Bishop David

Teachers at a church school became pupils once again while being
prepared for confirmation.
Emma Bowen, and her colleague Matthew Owens, both 31, who
teach at Archdeacon John Lewis Church in Wales Primary School in
Bridgend, were confirmed in front of their own pupils, along with family
members, during a special service held at the school on Thursday,
February 6th. A group of pupils who had been prepared by the parish
clergy for Communion received the sacrament for the first time during
the same service, which was led by the Assistant Bishop, David
Wilbourne.
Both Emma and Matthew particularly wanted the service to be held
during the school day and in school so that their pupils could attend.
“Because this is a church school, faith is a big part of school life and I
just wanted to be the best role model that I could both as a teacher
and a parent,” said Emma, who teaches year two and three, and is
married with two children.
“We worship together in school daily and once a week I lead my own
classroom worship. Matthew and I asked if we could be confirmed in
front of our pupils as we want to set the best example that we could to
them. Preparing for confirmation has strengthened my faith, and I
hope that it helps to enable me to be the best person that I can be.”
Matthew’s decision to be confirmed was also prompted by a desire
to set a good example both for his pupils and for his own family. “I
have recently become a father and I wanted to be both a good role
model at home as well as in school,” said Matthew, who teaches year
three and four. “But as I learnt more about faith during the
confirmation classes, I learnt that it’s a lot about love, and that God
put man on earth so that he would have someone else to love.
As the more in-depth my understanding of Christianity became, the
more the morals and values particularly about love struck home to me.
The more that I read the bible, the more questions that I had to ask,
and I really enjoyed developing my knowledge. It is something that I
am continuing with and that has become more personal for me.
By holding our confirmation service in front of our pupils it is
reinforcing the message that this is something that is not just part of
the curriculum – and not just something that your parents and
teachers decide. It helps to demonstrate to our pupils this is
something that they could take as their faith, but it is very much their
choice as it has been ours.”
Rev’d Mike Komor, Rector of Coity, Nolton and Brackla, who
prepared Emma and Matthew for confirmation said, “I was delighted
when Emma and Matthew approached me about being confirmed;
although they attended school worship, something had prompted them
to take the next step.” Bishop David Wilbourne, said, “Archdeacon
John Lewis Church in Wales School in Brackla, as well as being an
outstanding primary school, serves as one of the three worship
centres in the parish of Coity, Nolton and Brackla, with regular services
held in one of their two halls on a Sunday and during Christian
festivals.
I have visited there several times to lead worship, but, since two
teachers at the school had been prepared for confirmation, we thought
it would be good to hold the service during the school day, so all the
school’s pupils, staff and parents could witness the confirmation and
take part in the celebration. Obviously I used each teacher’s Christian
name when I confirmed them – I guess the biggest shock for the
children was that their teachers had a Christian name! But the two
teachers who were confirmed are clearly fantastic people, so it was
the greatest of days.”
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Village Church unveils
Restored 600-year-old Screen
A rare, dramatically conserved – and
mysterious - treasure in the small Vale
church of St Cadoc’s, Llancarfan, was
unveiled recently for the first time. The
extraordinarily intricate, gilded early
15th Century reredos screen was
painstakingly returned to former glory
by a team of three specialists, over a
six month period.
It was revealed at a celebration
evening to mark more than four years of
major conservation work, which included
the discovery and restoration of medieval
wall paintings of the St George and the
Dragon and the Seven Deadly Sins.
Further dramatic details of these
paintings were also unveiled during the

Cameron Stewart,
conservation joiner, at
work on the reredos

evening.
The mystery remains as to why a work
of the magnificence of the reredos is
tucked away in a village church such as
St Cadoc’s. One theory is that this
screen possibly began life elsewhere and
was moved to Llancarfan only when it
was 200-years-old, in the mid 1600s.
Was it a refugee from the Dissolution of
the Monasteries? A discarded glory from
a grand abbey? The whim of a rich local
benefactor? Detective work goes on… It
is certain, though, that this historic
screen can now take its place alongside
St Cadoc’s famous emerging wall
paintings, making the church one of the
most intriguing in Wales. Conservation by
the specialist
team of Hugh
Harrison (timber
conservator),
Cameron
Stewart
(conservation
joiner) and Liz
Cheadle (paint
conservator),
has transformed
a neglected
treasure into an
intricate thing of
beauty, splendid
in its original
subtle colours.
Conservator
Hugh Harrison
says, “Canopy
work like the

reredos at Llancarfan can be found in the
choir in almost every cathedral and major
church in England and Wales, but none
of these grand arrays of woodwork are
coloured and gilded as at Llancarfan.
This lively polychromatic scheme lifts this
work to quite another level of
sophistication. It is also unique in using
simple metal brackets to display the
ornate pinnacles in front of the general
canopy spires as though they float by
magic…a daring concept not found
anywhere else.”
The Archdeacon of Llandaff and Priestin-Charge of Llancarfan, Peggy Jackson,
says, “Since work began in 2010, this
conservation project has prompted visits
by people from all over the world. We

have been gratified by the support and
funding help we have received, but we
have also been touched by the
enthusiasm and joy which the church has
generated amongst its supporters and
the wider public.”
The presentation evening on 5th
December marked a turning point in the
first major phase of conservation at St
Cadoc’s, a project generously supported
by the Heritage Lottery Fund Wales,
among other benefactors. Presentation
visitors had a chance to see how much
these thrilling major tableaux have
developed during recent conservation;
and heard how much more might be
hidden behind layers of limewash and
history.

Ancient Stone found Hidden under Church Carpet
A medieval tombstone has
been unearthed hidden under a
carpet in a small Welsh
church.
The rare stone was found at
St David’s Church, Laleston
while research work was being
carried out to set up an historical interactive walking trail in
the area.
It is set in the floor of the
chancel in the village church
and is one of three triple cross
slabs found in Glamorgan
which historians believe may
be linked.
In order to protect it, it will be
covered up again shortly, but a
professional photograph and
information about it will be
mounted on the wall nearby.
Rev’d Canon Edward Evans
said, “The problem was that if
we covered it up again then
nobody would get to see it, but
if we left it exposed where it
was, then its condition would
deteriorate so that’s why we
came up with the solution of
the photograph. “It’s a puzzle
as to why there is no mention
of this stone in the church
history that was written in the
1950s; it appears that it had
been forgotten about.”
All three triple cross slabs,
which were recorded by historians at the turn of the century,
centre around the monks of
Margam, the second found in
the ruins of the monastic
church and the third in the

Medieval tombstone close up
(credit Photosolutions, Maesteg)

churchyard at Llangynwyd. The
monks of Margam held the
rectory of Llangynwyd, while the
church at Llangynwyd was an
important focus of regional
pilgrimage to its famous holy
rood. All three slabs have the
thieves on them as well as
Christ, which is likely to be a
reflection of the design of the
rood screen at Llangynwyd. And
the route which pilgrims would
have taken from Margam to
Llangynwyd would have been

along a medieval trackway,
which passes Laleston.
Dr Madeleine Gray, Reader
in Church History at the University of South Wales, Newport
said, “A stone like this would
have been set in the floor of
the church and usually had a
person buried underneath –
probably somebody quite important. I think that it’s likely that
this stone has always been in
this church and possibly in the
chancel but might have been
taken up and then re-laid at a
later date. This is indicated by
signs that it has been chopped
off at both the top and the
bottom. It is a significant find,
as its rediscovery offers an
amazing insight into the spiritual world of late medieval
people. It enables us to explore
this world of pilgrimage to the
rood of Llangynwyd. It also
puts a different slant on late
medieval religion. Some historians have thought medieval
religion was dominated by fear
and guilt .The triple cross signifies the thieves as well as
Christ and indicates a reassurance that whatever you had
done, you could always be
saved. It connects with the
world of pilgrimage and offers
us a different insight into the
medieval approach to death.”
The Laleston Stone Trail, in
the early planning stage and
funded by Laleston Community
Council, is to be based around

a section of the medieval
trackway from Margam to
Llangynwyd. It will form a loop
off the Wales Coast Path and
will pass by heritage sites

including locations where Celtic
crosses and carvings have
been found – and will include
the triple cross tombstone at
Laleston Church.

Rev’d Canon Edward Evans at chancel in St David’s Church, Laleston
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First Royal Visitor for 600 years
Tucked away in the Vale of Glamorgan,
Ewenny Priory Church, the most
complete Norman church in South
Wales and still a thriving centre of
Christian worship, welcomed its first
Royal guest for more than 600 years
when HRH the Prince of Wales visited
in December.
The Prince followed in the footsteps of
his ancestor, King Henry IV, who stayed
at the former Benedictine Priory in
1405. Another famous visitor was the
artist JPW Turner who painted a
watercolour of the transept of the Priory
church in 1795.
The Archdeacon of Margam and priestin-charge of Ewenny, Philip Morris,
greeted the Prince and showed him
around the church built between 11151126. Today, the building is in two
parts – the nave, which is used for
worship today and the presbytery which
has been restored by Cadw.
During the visit, the Prince met several
of the parishioners. They included:
• The Jenkins family, who have been
making the internationally-famous
Ewenny Pottery for eight generations.
The Prince met Alun Jenkins, who is
also churchwarden at Ewenny, his wife
Jayne and their daughter Mrs Caitlin
Davies.
• Michael Felton, publisher at Seren
Press, who presented the Prince with a
copy of the book The Harp in Wales, by
Bruce Cardwell, which features Royal
harpists.
• Dr Eurof Evans OBE, chairman of the
Ewenny Priory Church Preservation Trust
and the Cadw appointed Key Keeper for
Ewenny Priory. Dr Evans led the Prince
around the Priory section of the Church,
cared for by Cadw;
The Prince also met:
• Jeremy Picton-Turbervill and his
family. The Priory House has been
owned by the Turbervill family, since the
Priory was dissolved in the 16th
Century;
• Artist Alexander Beleschenko, based
in Swansea, who designed the Pulpitum
Screen at Ewenny Priory Church, which
was erected in 2006 to divide the two
sections of the building, and is currently
working on a design for a glass door for

the church;
Before leaving the church, the Prince
listened to carols sung by children from
the choir of St Brides Major Church in
Wales Primary School, led by their
headteacher, Mrs Claire Matthews and
accompanied by their teacher Mrs Cathy
Jenkins. The 48 strong choir which is
made up of girls and boys, aged seven
to eleven, sang, It was on a Starry
Night, Ganwyd Crist, Silent Night and
The Gift (a carol written in memory of
the children of Dunblane). The children
then presented him with a lovespoon
for his new grandson, Prince George,
and an “Og” , a doll of himself made
locally from recycled materials.
Tess Knight, 8, who presented the
Prince with the lovespoon, said, “He
said we sang very well and that George
would love the lovespoon which would
be very useful for eating a boiled egg.”
Tom Evans, 11, said, “We were all
pretty nervous about singing in front of
the Prince but once we started singing,
we were fine. He was very friendly and
told us all that he had enjoyed our
singing.”
“It’s a great honour and
everyone in the choir felt very privileged
and excited to be singing in front of The
Prince. It’s a thriving choir and the
performance came at the end of a very
busy week, the children having already

sung three times this week during the
school’s pantomime,” said Mrs
Matthews. Before signing the visitors’
book the Prince received a loaf of
traditional “bara brith”, homemade by
parishioner Mrs June Evans.
Archdeacon Philip said, “This was a
lovely occasion. The congregation was
delighted that His Royal Highness the

Traditional Wassail Bowl
presented to the Prince
Eighth generation potter Caitlin Jenkins
presented a very special handmade pottery bowl
to HRH The Prince of Wales, during his visit to
Ewenny Priory Church.
His Royal Highness was given a traditional
Wassail Bowl made by Caitlin, at the nearby
family business Ewenny Pottery, the oldest
working pottery in Wales, where she works
alongside her father Alun Jenkins.
It was Caitlin who decided in recent years to
revive the tradition of making Wassail bowls,
which date back hundreds of years and would
have been used to hold mulled beer and fruit. The
filled bowls would have been passed around
visitors who called at homes in the area to
welcome in the New Year. Records show that
Wassail bowls were made by Caitlin’s ancestors
as far back as 1795. While pottery from Ewenny
will already be familiar to The Prince of Wales, as
he has some early 20th examples of their work
already in his Carmarthenshire home, the Wassail
Bowl, which is only made to order, is a
particularly special piece.
Caitlin, 37, who is married to Andrew and has
three-year-old twin boys, Theo and Ceidio, said “I

have wonderful memories of growing up in the
pottery and by the time I was a teenager, I
realised that I wanted to follow the family
tradition by becoming a potter. Like all of our
pottery, the Wassail bowl is handmade and it
starts off by being thrown on the wheel before
going through a number of different stages. Then
the handles are made and put on, followed by the
animals, and then the bowl is put in slip before
being fired twice, once before being glazed a
honey colour and once after. The whole process
from start to finish takes around six weeks and
involves many hours of work. Clay is obviously an
organic material and things can happen to it, so I
decided to make two and have a spare just to be
on the safe side. To make a Wassail Bowl for
His Royal Highness was a great honour, both for
myself and for my family business,” said Caitlin.
The Wassail Bowl presented to the Prince of
Wales was honey in colour and decorated
traditionally with numerous handles, a man
wearing a tricorn hat, a fox, hens, birds and a
cockerel. A display of pottery from Ewenny,
including some pieces which dated back
hundreds of years, was on show.

Prince of Wales made a special visit to
Ewenny Priory Church. It is one of the
hidden treasures of Wales, a
remarkable example of Norman
architecture and very much a living
church today. A highlight of the visit was
the carols sung by the children of St
Brides Major Church in Wales Primary
School, many of whom live in Ewenny.”
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Leave a Lasting Gift
The Church in Wales is encouraging its churches to make use of a new Church Legacy website which offers
quick and easy access to essential information for individuals considering leaving a gift in their will to their
local church.
Legacies are a hugely valuable source of income to parish churches, contributing £3.2 million to parish
income in Wales in 2012. That’s almost £2,300 per parish church per year.
The websitehttp://www.churchlegacy.org.uk/ , which was launched on Monday, February 3rd, provides
information on leaving a legacy, example wording for your will, and information for solicitors and for PCCs. It
also has parish stories of where a legacy gift has helped transform a church’s future. It helps to communicate
how gifts in wills are a lifeline for many of our churches, and enable them to grow their church’s ministry to
young people, refurbish the kitchen, set up a support group for the community or preserve their historic church
bells.
“This is a Church of England initiative but we are delighted to be sharing it as the information is also of
relevance and interest to us here in Wales,” said Richard Jones, Resources Adviser for Llandaff Diocese.
“Legacies are a fundamental part of stewardship and our Christian giving; leaving a gift in your will is one of
the most valuable and lasting ways you can give thanks to God for the gifts of your life and lifetime. Legacies
are life driven; they’re only activated by death. When remembering gifts generously left, we give thanks and
recall the story of the individual’s life and commitment to their church.”
If you would like to find out more about how a gift in your will could make a difference, please contact The
Church in Wales on 029 2034 8200 or visit
http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/structure/representative-body/publications/downloads/legacy-material/

GLIMPSES OF GLORY St Andrew Major with Michaelston-le-Pit, Vale of Glamorgan
Snapshots of lesser-known churches in the Diocese and their hidden treasures
On a dank day in January, we came
to the delightful little church of St
Michael & All Angels at Michaelstonle-Pit, only 5 miles from Cardiff, yet
buried deep in the Vale countryside.
The village – a few houses, no shop
or pub – is dominated by its ancient,
probably 14th century, cruciform
church with saddleback tower, a
miniature gem seating only about 70
people.
The scalloped stone font dates from
1400; there is a polygonal stoup in
the south porch, remains of an
aumbry and squint in the tiny
transepts, and the tower stairs once
led to a priest’s chamber above the
chancel arch. The wooden pews and
benches are crammed in, and their
arrangement is a fascinating one.
They all face the 18th century triple
decker pulpit against the south wall, a
precious survival from the more
protestant period when the sermon
was rated higher than the Sacrament.
Those seated to the east of it have
their backs to the altar, something
found nowhere else in the diocese.
The lowest stage of the pulpit was
originally for a small choir, the middle
stage still acts as a lectern for the
readings, and overtopping all is the
pulpit proper, the preacher high

above, his eye on all both east and
west. Directly opposite is a box pew,
once reserved for the Rous family of
Cwrt-yr-Ala, the local big house, who
were patrons of the living. Memorials
and stained glass windows recall their
memory. Cwrt-yr- Ala was demolished,
and rebuilt in 1940 for the Merritt
family, whose son, killed in the Battle
of Britain, is commemorated in the
striking Ninian Comper west window.
The church has two Frank Roper
windows, one in the nave in memory
of Joseph Peacock, a churchwarden
for over 50 years, followed in the role

by his son-in-law, and today by his
granddaughter. Family tradition is
alive and well in Michaelston! The
chancel, almost as long as the nave,
has an attractive panelled and painted
reredos with gilded decoration, and
behind, two commandment boards,
another ‘protestant’ survival.
Two dark oak chairs, given by
Herbert Merritt in the ‘40’s, sit in the
sanctuary. Dated 1615 and lavishly
carved with Civil War scenes, they no
doubt reflect the Parliamentarian
sympathies of this area in the past.
And a final ‘oddity’ - a past rector
(1925-35) was, in his youth, the proud
winner of an FA Cup Final medal!
Today the church, joined since 1954
to the parish of St Andrew Major, is
still a Prayer Book church, with
Mattins on two Sundays of the month
at 10am, Eucharist on the remaining
Sundays. Easter, Christmas and
Harvest find the church well filled and
beautifully decorated, and in October
an Animal Service takes place in the
lower graveyard, complete with brass
band. The small but loyal congregation
ensure the church is kept in
immaculate condition.
Down in Dinas Powis, about ½ mile
west of the village, lies the old parish
church of St Andrew Major, one of
only three in Wales, it is
said, with a Celtic
dedication to St Andrew.
Surrounded by a large
churchyard with ancient
yew tree and Celtic
cross, the nave and
chancel are 13th/14th
century, with north aisle
and battlemented west
tower, 15th/16th. The
north chapel was once
the private burial place
of the Howell family of
Bouville, and was
restored by the Lee
family, later Lords of the
Manor. Lees abound
here, restoring the
chancel, providing the carved oak
reredos and the east window, and
commemorated by a marble
monument in the north aisle.
The chancel is richly coloured, with
a heavily monogrammed wagon
ceiling, and tapestries (1885) in red,
green and gold, high on the east wall.
A fine Kempe & Tower window,
depicting St Curig, is in memory of a
former chorister who drowned off
Cape Horn. The polished stone pulpit
(1835) replaced one from which
Charles Wesley preached in 1740, the
rector at the time being a keen

supporter of the early Methodists.
Beside the church stands the
Georgian rectory, a fine Jane Austen
style house, now the home of the
churchwarden whose father was a
former rector. Their garage, believe it
or not, was the former medieval
rectory! Today the church has a
regular Sunday Eucharist, with Mattins
once a month, and has close
associations with the local Church in
Wales primary school.
In Dinas itself, replacing an iron
chapel-of-ease of 1881, is the
spacious daughter church of St
Peter’s, built in response to the
growing commuter village, by John
Coates Carter. Originally from
Penarth, he was a leading exponent of
the Arts & Crafts movement, most
famous for his rebuilding of Caldey
Abbey. Closer to home he designed
(with Seddon) St Paul’s Grangetown,
the tower of St Margaret’s Roath, and
a distinctive reredos in St Teilo,
Cathays. The parish raised £10,000
and the land, the Lettons – meaning
kitchen garden – was given by Rector
A C Lee.
The church was consecrated in
October 1930 by the 83 year old
Bishop Prichard-Hughes. In order to
blend in and avoid looking too new,
much of the Pennant stone and white
lias for its construction was bought
from the demolished Cyfarthfa iron
and steel works in Merthyr. This gives
it a weathered appearance, and there
are even traces of soot to be seen!
Internally, piers and arches were
made from local limestone from the
quarry at St Andrew’s.
The architect suggested that all
drapes and carpets should be in blue
to bring out the natural colour of the
stone. Carter planned a north aisle,
tower and spire, but the money would

stretch only to a nave, chancel,
baptistery and south aisle.
The tie-beam and queenpost roofs
are of Columbian pine and the pews
of light oak. There are some lovely
Arts & Crafts touches in the carving,
particularly in the pulpit and chancel
stalls. The south-west baptistery with
neo-Norman font is a stylish space
with stone arch and striking modern
window.
The east window is a Nativity, 1934,
by Powell’s, and the west a Frank
Roper design based on a watercolour
by church member Rosemary
Markham. St Peter’s is a thriving
church, with three services on
Sundays and two midweek. Sunday
School, Mothers’ Union and
Brownies/Guides all flourish, with an
independent playgroup in the church
hall. The parish is in an interregnum –
and soon to become part of a ‘cluster’
– but is at present served by Rev’d
Chris Seaton who can be contacted on
(01446) 747 541.
We had a most enjoyable visit,
thanks to the help and welcome from
Rev’d Chris, churchwardens Helen
Huzzey and Hilary Boshier-Jones at
Michaelston, and John Fanshaw at St
Peter’s. Many thanks too to subwarden Dr Peter Hilary Jones, his wife,
family (and dogs!) for hospitality in
their superb Georgian rectory.

croeso Lent 2014

11

Official
opening for
St Teilo’s
St Teilo’s Church in Wales High School
in Cardiff was officially opened by First
Minister Carwyn Jones during a special
ceremony, when pupils and staff were
also joined by the Archbishop of
Wales, Dr Barry Morgan who blessed
the building and dedicated the school
chapel.
Speaking at the opening, the
Archbishop said, “I think this school will
be one of the iconic buildings in the city
and it certainly has the wow factor when
you see it – it really is something.
“The opening of the new St Teilo’s
High School is a landmark in the life of
this school and in the life of our city.

The new school is an inspiring place for
students and teachers alike, but St
Teilo’s is far more than a building. This
school has learning as its focus, set in
the context of strong values, committed
faith and a determination that every
student should achieve the very best in
life.”
More than 1,200 students moved to
the new purpose built St Teilo’s Church
in Wales High School in Llanedeyrn in
September, prior to its official opening
in December.
The £26m investment is a joint
venture between Cardiff Council and
The Church in Wales. It was funded by

Pupils with the Archbishop, left to right, Kasey Marshall, 12, Jaya Horwood, 11,
Archbishop Barry, Kameron Kofed, 12, Ethan Cann, 11 and Kya Evans, 11.

Cardiff Council’s Schools Organisation
Programme and the Welsh
Government’s 21st Century Schools
programme.
Acting Headteacher of St Teilo’s, Mrs
Ceri Weatherall, said: “It’s fantastic to
be in our brand new building – we knew
that we had to be more than just a new
building and that we had to have the
standards to go with it – which we are
achieving.
“Our aim of a faith based community
focussed school for the Eastern side of
the city has been realised. The modern
facilities help us to provide teaching of

the highest quality. It really is a twentyfirst century school building for twentyfirst century learning and teaching.”
The new school building provides first
rate learning, sports and recreational
facilities. St.Teilo’s also has an
ambitious vision for ICT and is fully
equipped with Wi-Fi throughout the
school, including external spaces. A key
design feature is the rounded façade
which envelopes an outdoor area that
takes the form of an amphitheatre,
creating a place that can be used for
socialising as well as holding outdoor
events.

Churches donate Toiletries to Patients in Need
Patients who find
themselves in hospital
without access to toiletries
are reaping the benefits of
an ecumenical scheme
which supplies personal
hygiene essentials to those
in need.
It means that patients who
have no means of either
getting toiletries brought in by
friends and relatives or
buying items themselves now
have access to items such as
soap, toothbrushes,
toothpaste and shampoo.
The scheme is run by the
chaplaincy team at Cardiff
and Vale UHB and the
Aneurin Bevan UHB – and
supported by many church
denominations, including
Anglican. Rev’d Canon Alan
Tyler, Chaplaincy Services
manager for Cardiff and Vale
UHB and the Aneurin Bevan
UHB, said the scheme which
began originally in Gwent was
also now a huge success in
Cardiff and the surrounding
area.
“The scheme began after I
noticed that a retired

archdeacon that I was visiting
in hospital was covered in
shaving cuts on his face from
using a borrowed blunt razor,
and it transpired that
because of his condition he
had been unable to tell
anyone that he had no
toiletries with him.
His family lived on the other
side of the country and he
had no way of having anything
brought in. I happened to
mention this story to a local
vicar who immediately
decided to collect toiletries
for hospital patients at
harvest instead of the usual
food. And from that first
collection, churches
throughout Gwent and beyond
held collections for hospitals
throughout the area.
Some of the patients are in
great need and cannot afford
to buy these essentials;
others have family but, like
the archdeacon, they live a
long way away, and there are
also some who simply don’t
have anyone to ask to get
these items for them. We
have been overwhelmed with

Pictured (l to r) Pastor Carolyn Castle with volunteer Sue DaviesJenkins, presenting toiletries to Rob Tolton, ward manager on A3
link at the University Hospital of Wales

the response to the scheme
from the start, with church
members of all
denominations being
incredibly generous.
We introduced the scheme
here at the University
Hospital of Wales just before
Christmas and it has been a
huge success here as well.
What’s been particularly
heartening is that, although
we started with the Anglican
churches, churches of all
denominations from Roman
Catholic to Baptist,
Evangelical and Independent
have supported us.”
In Cardiff and the Vale,
chaplaincy volunteer Sue
Davies-Jenkins, who coordinated the initial appeal, in
fact found herself in hospital
without a toothbrush and
toothpaste recently. “It all
happened very quickly, and in
the rush to be admitted, the
toothpaste and toothbrush
was forgotten.
It really brought it home to
me that it would have been
quite unpleasant to have
gone without them even for
one night.” Pastor Carolyn
Castle, a hospital chaplain in
Cardiff said, “Patients who
find themselves in hospital,
for whatever reason without
these essential toiletries, are
so grateful to receive these
donations; quite often they
are just overwhelmed with
gratitude.
They can arrive without
toiletries, or can’t get them,
for all sorts of reasons: they
might not be able to afford
them, their family may live
too far away, they may have
no one to ask; or it could be
a parent with a very sick child
who simply does not want to

leave their bedside even for the
time that it takes to go to the
hospital shop.
The staff all think this is a
wonderful project – from the
nursing staff, who see the need

first hand, to the hospital
managers. We can’t thank the
churches enough for their
collections, and just want them to
know how well received their gifts
are.”

Letter to the Editors
On a recent visit to Wales I happened to pick up a copy of Croeso and
I was interested to read the article about the recent completion of the
Galilee Chapel in Llantwit Major Church. However, I noted one
comment in it which I would like to correct. It stated: 'This has been a
long time coming. The Galilee Project was conceived during the
celebrations in 2000...'
In fact, the idea of re-roofing and restoring the Galilee Chapel was
conceived fifty years earlier by Canon W.E.C. Thomas, Vicar of Llantwit
Major (1948-1961). He not only saw the possibility but raised all the
money for it to happen. But just as he was about to commission the
work he was made Vicar of Cardiff. None of his immediate successors
pursued the idea and the hard-earned monies were spent in other
ways.
Canon Thomas was my father and I know that his disappointment at
not having the time to complete the Galilee Chapel would be turned
into joy now that it has come about. But I think he deserves credit for
being the first to see the potential of that restoration and thereby
affirming the long and distinguished history of St Illtyd's Church.
Yours sincerely,
Paul W. Thomas
Archdeacon of Salop
(Diocese of Lichfield).
croeso
This edition has been produced by the editorial team: Rev’d
Caroline Downs (Convenor), Rev’d Mike Lewis, Jean Rose, Alison
Young and James Downs with contributions from people in all parts of
Llandaff Diocese. Please send your articles, stories and pictures for
the next issue to: Rev’d Caroline Downs, 6 Newminster Road, Roath,
Cardiff, CF23 5AP or, preferably by email to: croeso@llandaff.org.uk
Letters,
articles and features should be typed and where possible,
submitted on computer disk saved as Word or text files. The next
issue will be published on Thursday July 3rd 2014. The copy
deadline is Tuesday 17th June 2014. croeso can also be seen at our
website www.llandaff.org.uk where other articles are sometimes
published when demand for newspaper space has been high. croeso
is funded by the Diocesan Board of Finance and is free to parishes.
Check out our web-site www.llandaff.org.uk
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LENT
A series of talks on The
Voice JC - exploring what it
is about Jesus Christ’s
voice which makes us turn
in our seats and our lives –
are to be delivered by
Bishop David during Lent.
Inspired by the BBC series
The Voice UK, which
features singers whose
sheer quality makes the
judges turn in their chair,
Bishop David has produced
a four-part Lent Course,
reflecting on Jesus’ many
voices which have made
people turn through two
millennia.
The four talks will be
given on Wednesday
evenings during Lent in the
Neath Deanery and are
open to all to attend, with
the first being delivered next
week. All start at 7.30pm
and finish at 9pm.
“A crying voice homes in
on the baby’s cry at
Bethlehem, announcing that
God was in town. An other
voice focuses on the
strangeness of Christ,
whose command stilled the
storm and forgave sins and
raised the dead,” said
Bishop David.

“A dying voice sees new
depths for living in Jesus’
familiar words from the
cross. A rising voice
examines the immense
quality which made
downhearted disciples turn
and fire the world with their
faith. Four different voices
that will make us turn in our
tracks and say to Christ, ‘I
want you!’”
The venues and themes:
‘A Baby’s Voice’, March 12,
at Skewen Parish Church;
‘An Other Voice’, March 19,
St David’s Church, Neath; ‘A
Dying Voice’, March 26, St
John’s, Alltwen and ‘A
Rising Voice’, April 2, Briton
Ferry Church.
Elsewhere in the diocese,
hundreds of people are
expected to join the the twomile “walk of witness”
through the streets of Barry
on Good Friday (April 18) to
mark Christ’s journey to the
cross.
They will follow a 10ft
wooden cross and stop at
five points of prayer and
hear readings from the Bible
about Christ’s crucifixion.
The walk, which is in its
third year, is organised by

the Churches of Barry, made up
of 11 of the town’s churches of
various denominations. The first
walk was led by the Archbishop of
Wales.
Organiser Father Robert
Parrish, Rector of Merthyr Dyfan
parish said everyone was invited
along to all or part of the walk.
It will begin at Knap Gardens at
noon and end in King’s Square at
about 1.30pm – with four stops
along the way, at the railway
station, outside the One Stop
store in Broad Street, the
forecourt of AG Adams funeral
home and King’s Square.
“The idea behind this walk is to
take church out to the people –
because we are walking through
the streets – people will come up
to us to watch, listen and join in.”
Other activities and events
being held during Lent in the
Diocese include:
• In the parish of Llansawel,
Briton Ferry, members of the
congregation have been
challenged to create something

on the theme of “What St Mary’s
means to me,” in whatever
medium they choose such as
craft, writing or flowers. All efforts
will be on display in church on
Easter Sunday. Vicar Zoe King is
also undertaking the three-mile
Sport Relief run during Lent.
• A Christianised Passover
Celebration is being held on
Maundy Thursday in the parish of
Coity, Nolton and Brackla.
• A weekly course, called The Y
Course, is running on Saturday

mornings at the Holy Cross
Church, Cowbridge, until the end
of Lent. Its purpose is to
investigate questions and doubts
about God-related issues.
• Every Wednesday morning in
Lent, Alderman Davies Church in
Wales School breakfast club
meet in St David’s Church, Neath
for prayers and various activities.
• A daily series of tweets from
around the province focusing on
2020 Vision will be issued
throughout Lent.

LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL SHOP
Could you spare a couple of hours once a month to help
at the Llandaff Cathedral shop? One or two of our
regular helpers have retired recently so help is now
needed at the following times: most Wednesday
afternoons, some Friday afternoons, and one Saturday
afternoon in the month, all these sessions from 2 –
4pm. You would work with another helper (two friends
might like to volunteer together ) and training is given.
Our visitors come from all over the world, and a friendly
face in the shop is an important part of our welcome. If
you can help (for one session a month or maybe more)
please ring Pam Barlow on (029) 2065 2519.

Charity Shop Anniversary
The Parish of Abercynon’s Charity Shop “SHALOM” will be
celebrating 15 years supporting our Parish Church,
Community and Children's Charities, through the sale of
clothes, baby accessories, toys and bric-brac. Our
celebrations will take place on Tuesday April 8th at the
shop “Shalom”, 21 Ynysmeurig Road, Abercynon, around
1.00pm. Lynne Landeg

Llangasty Retreat House
Llangasty, Brecon, Powys LD3 7PX
Tel: 01874 658250 email: enquiries@llangasty.com
www.llangasty.com Charity Number 1060743

CAPTION COMPETITION
Please send in your captions for this photograph (below)
before Tuesday 17th June 2014
Answers by post to: Croeso
6, Newminster Road, Roath, Cardiff CF23 5AP or by email to
croeso@llandaff.org.uk

Programme 2014
Residential Retreats
February 17-21 Rest, work and play. Time for refreshment and
preparation. Stays from a single night available. £63 per 24hrs.
March 3-4 A Celtic Lent, a preparation for Lent and Easter, exploring
some of our holiest Celtic Christian sites in words, pictures and
worship. Rev Peter Brooks. £80
March 21-23 Exploring Silence, especially, but not exclusively for
those beginning their journey with silence. Rev Nick Helm. £155
July 14-16 Summer Retreat. Rev Beverley Smith. £135
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This edition we have two
winning captions!
“Guide me, O, Thou Great
Abseiler”
Freda Skerry, St. Catwg's
Cadoxton Juxta Neath
“When the PCC meeting hit the
sixth hour the vicar made his
escape”
Rev’d Michael Komor, Coity,
Nolton & Brackla

