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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
Conducting workshop 
St Mary’s Church, Cardigan 8 February 2020 
 
Chorister Awards  
examinations 
St Peter’s Church, Carmarthen 21 March 2020 
 
Area Choirs’ Festival 
St Davids Cathedral 9 May 2020 
(Choral Evensong) 
 
Meet, Eat & Sing 
Date and location to be confirmed June 2020 
 
Improve your Organ Skills 
St Davids Cathedral 4 July 2020 
   

 
 
 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Welcome to this edition of the RSCM West 
Wales Newsletter.  
 
As this newsletter arrives in your inbox, I am 
sure most of us will be in full swing for the 
rigours of Advent and Christmas. It is always a 
truly special time of year for choirs and 
musicians, and one that would be extremely 
empty if there was no music. Indeed, who hasn’t 
listened to the Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols from King’s College on the radio before? 
It was such a shock to the musical world to hear 
of the death of Stephen Cleobury, Director of 
Music at King’s College, Cambridge on St 
Cecilia’s Day. He was a hugely influential man, 
founding the tradition of commissioned carols 
for Christmas Eve, promoting some of the finest 
choral composers of our generation, as well as 

retaining space for the more traditional and 
established carols. 
 
The famous Carols for Choirs collection is now 
approaching 60 years old, having begun in 1961, 
and many choirs will be dusting these off in 
preparation for their own Carol Services. It is 
important to remember that the RSCM is 
dedicated to the promotion of new music as well 
as preserving the traditions of the past through 
its many outreach activities, and I wholeheartedly 
encourage you to support our events over the 
coming year. As you can see, there is a wealth of 
activity seeking to engage musicians and provide 
training for essential skills in church music, but 
above all developing an understanding of the role 
of music in enhancing church’s ministry and 
worship. 
 
From me and all my fellow committee members, 
may I take this opportunity to wish you all a 
blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
With every blessing 
 
Simon Pearce 
Area Chairman 

 
 
 
 

CONDUCTING WORKSHOP 

SATURDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2020 
ST MARY’S CHURCH, CARDIGAN 

 
Our first event in the new year will be a short 
conducting workshop at St Mary’s Church, 
Cardigan on the morning of Saturday 8 February 
2020.  Whether you are new to the role of 
conducting a choir or already have experience of 
this, come along and benefit from some expert 
tuition and guidance.   



The intention 
is that each 
participant 
will have the 
opportunity 
to conduct a 
small group 
of singers 
performing 
some well-
known 
anthems and 
benefit from 
feedback on 
their own 
approach as 

well as that of the other participants. 

Simon Pearce will direct the event, which will run 
from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon.  Afterwards, there 
will be an opportunity to have lunch together in 
Cardigan for those who would like to do so, but 
please note that this is not included in the cost of 
the event. 

The cost for taking part is £10.00 for members 
of churches affiliated to the RSCM and 
individual members of the RSCM, and £12.00 
for others.  If you would like to take part, please 
book your place by Friday 31 January at the 
very latest. 

Booking forms and posters have been circulated 
to all local contacts and can also be obtained 
from the West Wales section of the RSCM 
website (www.rscm.org.uk/areas/west-wales/) or 
the RSCM section of the Diocesan website  
(https://stdavids.churchinwales.org.uk/rscm-
west-wales-area/), or by messaging the RSCM 
West Wales Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/rscmwestwalesarea).  

 

 

CHORISTER AWARD EXAMINATIONS 
SATURDAY 21 MARCH 2019 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, CARMARTHEN 
 

The 2019 Chorister Award examinations 
(Bishop’s Award and Dean’s Award) will take 
place at St Peter’s Church, Carmarthen on 
Saturday 21 March 2019.  As in previous years, 
successful candidates will be presented with their 
awards at the Area Choirs’ Festival at St Davids 
Cathedral on Saturday 9 May 2020. 

Full details of the Chorister Award scheme, 
including the examination syllabus, can be found 
on the West Wales section of the new RSCM 
website (www.rscm.org.uk/areas/west-wales/). 
Please note that the award examinations are only 
open to singers who are members of a choir 
affiliated to the RSCM or who are individual 
members of the RSCM. 

Entry forms for the 2020 examinations must be 
submitted by Saturday 22 February 2020. 

If you are interested in taking one of the 
examinations or would like further information 
about them, please contact Nigel Morris 
(nigel@gdmorris.demon.co.uk; 01570 481336) 
who is the local Education & Training Officer 
and Awards Administrator. 

 

 

EVENT REPORT: 

COME AND SING 
JOHN RUTTER’S ‘REQUIEM’ 

SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER 
HOLY TRINITY, ABERYSTWYTH 

 
Our final choral event in 2019 enabled us to 
mark Remembrance weekend with a ‘come and 
sing’ performance of John Rutter’s ‘Requiem’. 

  

There was a wonderful response to this event, 
with around 40 local singers gathering at Holy 
Trinity Church, Aberystwyth for an afternoon 



rehearsal and then an early evening performance 
which attracted an audience of around 30 people. 

 

In the performance, the seven movements of the 
Requiem were interspersed with readings 
appropriate to the Remembrance season,  

 
including ‘For the Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon,  
‘And death shall have no dominion’ by Dylan 
Thomas, ‘A Carol from Flanders’ by Frederick 
Niven, and readings from Ezekiel, St Paul’s letter 
to the Romans and St Matthew’s Gospel.  

Simon Pearce was our 
director for the day, 
Meirion Wynn Jones 
accompanied on the 
organ and Sophie 
Anthony was the 
soprano soloist. 

Feedback from the day 
indicated that everyone 

had thoroughly enjoyed taking part and we also 
received very appreciative comments from 
members of the audience. 

We are very grateful to the Reverend Mark 
Ansell and the Reverend Cei Rees for allowing us 
to hold the event at Holy Trinity, and to the 
members of Holy Trinity for welcoming us so 
warmly and sustaining everyone with tea and 
coffee throughout the day!  

 

DIOCESE OF ST DAVIDS 
CENTENARY HYMN COMPETITION 

 
The Diocese of St Davids is inviting entries into 
a competition to find a new liturgical hymn to 
celebrate its centenary and that of the Church in 
Wales in 2020. 

There are two categories: an Open category and 
one reserved for entries from Church in Wales 
Schools. Entries by multiple authors will be 
accepted and authors may submit multiple 
entries. Participation is open to all, not just 
residents of St Davids Diocese. There is no entry 
charge. 

A winner will be chosen from each category. 
However, the Diocesan Judging Panel reserves 
the right to select no winner in either category, 
nor any winner at all. 

The hymn can be new words set to an existing 
tune or new words set to a new tune. It should 
be celebratory in tone, giving thanks to God for 
the past 100 years and praying for His grace in 
the years ahead. It should be suitable for 
congregational hymn singing. Entries can be in 
English and/or Welsh.  

Complete hymns, of at least three verses, should 
be submitted both as an independent text and, 
where appropriate, a PDF score, plus an optional 
mp3 recording. Please also note that: 

• Only original tunes may be submitted as a 
score. If an existing tune is recommended it 
can be indicated in the 'Recommended Tune' 
field on the submission form. 

• The score may be computer generated or 
handwritten but must be legible in order to 
be considered. 

• The score should have text interlined within 
the staves. The minimum required is a 
melody line with chords above 

• Any previous public performance or 
publication of an entry will render it ineligible 

• Hymns will be judged anonymously. To 
preserve anonymity, the name of the 
composer and author of the hymn should 
appear only on the entry form and not on the 
copies submitted for judging. The judges’ 
decision is final. 



• In the case of a complete hymn, the judges 
reserve the right to award the prize to the 
text only and pair it with another tune when 
publishing. 

• The judges reserve the right to amend 
potential winning entries, in consultation 
with their author(s).  

Copyright for the winning composition will be 
retained jointly by the composer(s) and the 
Diocese. By entering this contest, the 
composer(s) agree(s) to permit the use of his, her 
or their composition by all churches, 
congregations and choirs within the Diocese of 
St Davids in perpetuity, and, if published, the 
composition must include an acknowledgement 
as determined by the Diocesan Judging Panel. 

There is no cash prize. It is hoped that the 
winning entry will be included in the order of 
service for the diocesan centenary service in St 
Davids Cathedral. 

 

LOCAL MAILING LIST 

We e-mail our regular newsletters and booking 
details for RSCM West Wales events to: 

• the registered contacts for all affiliated 
churches in the Area; 

• all individual RSCM members in the Area; 
and 

• others who have expressed interest in 
receiving this information.  

If you do not already receive these details and 
would like to do so in future, please email Glynis 
Morris (glynis@gdmorris.demon.co.uk) and ask 
to be added to our local mailing list. 

 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER 

If you have any news that you would like us to 
feature in the next newsletter, please do let us 
know. We would be very glad to hear of church 
music activities in the area. Please use the contact 
details at the top of the first page to get in touch 
with us.  

 


