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BOARD MEMBERSHIP  
Membership comprise 10 trustees, with Ms. Sara Edwards, Lord Lieutenant 
of Dyfed as Patron, The Right Reverend Joanna Penberthy as President, 
Mr Malcolm Lewis as Chairperson, and nine people from different rural 
backgrounds, each with their own field of knowledge and expertise. It meets 
six times a year. Mr Gareth Davies holds the part time post of Executive 
Officer, to develop and promote the organisation and Ms Anne May the part 
time post of Volunteer Co-ordinator.  
 
THE OBJECTIVES  
Tir Dewi was set up in 2015 to meet the needs of the West Wales farming 
community and those connected to the agricultural industry in any way. The 
Executive Officer and Volunteer Co-ordinator ensure that the 26 Tir Dewi 
volunteers are trained and encouraged to answer the needs of West Wales’ 
farmers.  
 
ACHIEVEMENTS THIS YEAR  
During this last year the main focus of Tir Dewi’s work has revolved around 
rural isolation and loneliness, a subject which thankfully, is now being talked 
about openly. A presentation on this subject was given to the Governing 
Body of the Church in Wales, who wanted to hear more about the work of 
Tir Dewi and what was being done to assist farmers with their many 
concerns.  
Over the last year, Tir Dewi has been involved with 200 individual cases. 
The main work has been to offer a listening ear to farmers struggling with a 
variety of difficulties: they struggle with the consequences of an extremely 
dry summer last year which caused water and fodder shortages; they worry 
about the continuing uncertainties in the market due to Brexit; they are 
burdened by keeping up with the many government rules and regulations, 
which result in financial penalties if not adhered to. Due to these worries, 



many suffer from mental health illnesses, which Tir Dewi volunteers are 
trained to recognise and duly refer to other organisations.  
In October 2018 the 1 in 4 Conference was held at the livestock market in 
Carmarthen, which brought together three organisations who work closely 
together to answer farmers’ needs - Tir Dewi, DPJ Foundation and RABI 
(The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution) - stressing that 1 in 4 people 
suffer with mental health issues. One hundred people involved in the rural 
life and industry attended the conference and were enthused and 
encouraged to be involved in finding solutions to the problems which 
farmers face.  
 
CHALLENGES THIS YEAR  
The subject of rural isolation and loneliness within the agricultural industry 
can still be a taboo subject and the need to offer a listening ear is greater 
than ever. There is growing awareness too of the need to support clergy 
who work and minister in equally lonely environments in the deep rural parts 
of our Diocese. There is now a commitment by the Church in Wales to 
ensure a dedicated Rural Life Advisor in each Diocese in Wales, which is 
welcomed.  
 
LOOKING FORWARD  
Our aims and challenges for the year ahead include the invitation to 
broaden Tir Dewi’s catchment area to Wales-wide, especially Mid to North 
West Wales and Powys; employing a young person on a part time basis to 
work with the Young Farmers Movement; and to set up a befriending 
system to engage with the elderly and infirm. 


