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MEMBERSHIP 
The Friends of St Davids Cathedral is an independent registered charity 
operating under the umbrella of the Dean and Chapter, and supporting the 
mission and ministry of the Diocese’s Mother Church. 
The Friends have around 1300 individual members and 30 corporate 
members. The Friends’ Executive Committee comprises the Dean, six 
nominees of Dean and Chapter and six elected members’ representatives. 
The Honorary Secretary is Mrs Sally Martyn, appointed following Revd Dr 
Harri Williams’ departure last November. Ms Catherine Marks is the 
Honorary Treasurer.  
 
OBJECTIVES  
The objectives of the Friends are:  

 To organise the raising of capital funds as required for any emergency 
that may arise which cannot be provided for out of funds available to 
the Dean and Chapter.  

 To assist the Dean and Chapter in maintaining the Cathedral Church 
to the greater Glory of God and in honour of Saints Andrew and David.  

 To subscribe to the funds required for the maintaining of worship and 
the maintenance and beautifying of the fabric of the Cathedral and its 
environs.  

 
Achievements of this year  
The Friends support the Cathedral by regular donations, and by supporting 
particular projects. Thus, the Friends provided the salary of one lay staff 
member and part of the Choral Scholars’ costs, and contributed to the 
Flower Fund, Festival, and Library Development project.  
A grant was given to support the Education Officer based at Tŷ’r Pererin 
(owned by the Friends) moving to full-time, to consolidate children’s work 
and extend work with adults.  



The Friends also funded maintenance of Presbytery and Tower stonework 
and property portfolio upkeep, and purchased items including vestments, a 
silver verge, and photocopier.  
The new Honorary Secretary has reintroduced a quarterly newsletter, 
supplementing the Annual Report. This should encourage closer, more 
conversational communication about Cathedral life.  
The Annual Friends’ Festival Weekend was held on 8-9 September 2019, 
with the Bishop in the Chair. The Address was given by the Dean, on 
aspects of pilgrimage  
 
Challenges this year  
Following the departure of the long-standing Honorary Secretary, property 
management has been separated from more traditional secretarial roles. In 
cooperation with the Diocese, we expect to appoint a property manager 
shortly.  
 
Looking Forward  
The Friends will continue regular grants and assist individual projects. 
These may include enlarging Vestry storage space, Library support, and 
upgrading equipment at Tŷ’r Pererin.  
Tŷ’r Pererin’s outreach work will keep growing, including through tailoring 
pilgrimages, quiet days, team- and vision-building and training, or other 
uses to strengthen parishes and LMAs in their capacity in serving God in 
ministry and mission.  
The Friends will support the Cathedral’s interpretation project, using the 
historic building to communicate contemporary living faith in a fully bilingual 
way, including distinctively Welsh history and perspectives. This should be 
installed in time for the 2020 celebrations of St David’s incorporation into 
the Western Calendar of Saints, wider Pilgrimage 2020 initiatives, and 
preparations for the 900th anniversary in 2023, and will greatly enhance the 
Cathedral’s capacity to welcome visitors as pilgrims.  
The Friends will support work arising from the next Quinquennial 
Inspection, which commences in the second half of 2019 


