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MEMBERSHIP  
The Education Directorate is chaired by the Archdeacon of St Davids, the 
lead officers are the Director and Deputy Director of Education and the 
Schools Officer (who acts as secretary). The membership of the Directorate 
is made up from representatives of the Standing Committee, Church School 
Heads, Bishop’s Visitors, Clergy and School Governors.  
 
THE OBJECTIVES  
The Directorate for Education oversees the work of church schools in the 
Diocese. This is primarily done through the Diocesan Director for 
Education, the Schools Officer, and our Foundation Governors and Bishop’ 
Visitors.  
The Endowed Schools Committee is responsible for the funding of our 
Voluntary Aided and Voluntary Controlled Schools and is the financial wing 
of the Education Directorate. The Education Directorate meets as the 
Schools Committee three times a year – equivalent to once a term – usually 
at a church school.  
 
ACHIEVEMENTS THIS YEAR  
2018 saw the opening of Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi the first 3-16 Voluntary Aided 
School at St Davids, based over three campuses – this had been a long-
term aim of the Diocese for a number of years.  
There has also been the appointment of a new Deputy Diocesan Director 
of Education, the Revd John Cecil, and a new Schools Officer, the Revd 
Delyth Richards who replaced Mrs Jean Voyle-Williams who retired after 
13 years in the post. Together with the Diocesan Director of Education 
these officers are in regular contact with church schools offering support, 
training and advice.  
Yet again a successful school leavers day service was held at the Cathedral 
working in close collaboration with Ty’r Pererin, the Cathedral education 
and pilgrimage centre.  



After a large programme of opening new church schools in previous years, 
matters have slowed down. The Diocese lost one church school when 
Haverfordwest VC merged with Mount Airey CP School to form a new 
School, Waldo Williams. Despite this however the number of children in 
church schools has increased.  
 
CHALLENGES THIS YEAR  
Supporting church schools in a time of economic hardship and reduced 
budgets has been a challenge.  
The Directorate also supports schools through the Section 50 Inspections 
and post -Estyn inspections.  
There have also been a number of changes in headships across our church 
schools which bring new challenges for them and the schools they lead.  
 
LOOKING FORWARD  
The current Director of Education will retire at the end of August after many 
years in the post and the Deputy Director will succeed him; the Directorate 
looks forward to continuing to work with church schools, foundation 
governors and others in furthering the provision of faith-based education in 
the Diocese. The existing challenges will no doubt continue to be so in the 
year ahead but we are confident that our church schools will face them with 
hope and confidence.  
 


