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COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP  
The Churches and Pastoral Committee consists of three Archdeacons of 
the diocese, Chairman or Vice-chairman of the DBF, Chairman of the DAC 
or another member nominated by him, three members elected by the 
Diocesan Conference from its own members and three members appointed 
by the Diocesan Bishop.  
 
THE OBJECTIVES  
The Churches & Pastoral Committee is responsible for keeping under 
review the pastoral needs for church buildings in the Diocese and advising 
the Bishop and Diocesan Conference accordingly. It continues to fulfil its 
pastoral role as well as advising on grants and loans connected with church 
buildings and administering the quinquennial inspection scheme of 
churches along with the process for the redundancy of churches.  
 
ACHIEVEMENTS THIS YEAR  
The CPC has met 4 times this year as planned and 2018 was a transitional 
year with a new Chairman and Secretary. Requests have been received 
this year for churches to become “pilgrimage churches”. This is still a new 
concept and to date there is one pilgrimage church being piloted and this 
trial has been extended for a further two years. This last year has not seen 
many requests for church closures, but with difficult times ahead and 
smaller congregations the number of requests may rise in the future.  
 
CHALLENGES THIS YEAR  
A major challenge for the CPC is to ensure that all potential church closures 
follow the procedures that are set to help the process to redundancy. Also, 
achieving some clarity of definition around what it is to be a festival church 
(Church of England) as opposed to a pilgrimage church (Church of Wales). 
A new possibility has been presented of using some churches as 
accommodation pods, allowing cyclists to stay in a church whilst cycling 



around the Diocese. This is still in the very early stages but will be a good 
way of using those churches that are closed and keeping the buildings in 
good order.  
 
LOOKING FORWARD  
The CPC will continue to fulfil its pastoral role and look into all matters of 
the Diocesan Strategy for Growth. It is also hoped that more closed 
churches will be able to find a new way to be used and cared for. There is 
a possibility of another church being trialled as a pilgrimage church but in a 
different way from the one already being trialled.  
 


